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Question: What is the difference between a persister
and a returning student?
Answer: A student who is a persister in one performance period becomes a returning 
student if they re-enroll for the immediately following performance period.

Persister
(These students will become returning students if they re-enroll for the budget 

period immediately following the current one.)

Returning Student
(These students were persisters in the immediately 

previous budget period.)

Completed intake and were enrolled and attending HEP HSE instruction for at least 
12 hours (HEP) or were enrolled and attending college courses past the add or 
census date (CAMP) in the current budget period but did not attain an HSE (HEP) 
or complete the first academic year of college (CAMP), and either:

Completed intake but did not attain an HSE (HEP) or 
complete the first academic year of college (CAMP) in 
the budget period immediately previous to the one 
being reported.

• Re-enrolled for continuing instructional services in support of a HSE (HEP) or in 
support of completing their first academic year of PSE (CAMP) in the 
subsequent budget period prior to the APR submission due date.

• Or re-enrolled for the sole purpose of taking the HSE assessment (HEP) in the 
subsequent budget period prior to the APR submission due date.

Were enrolled and attending HSE instruction for at least 
12 hours (HEP) or were enrolled and attending CAMP 
instruction full-time past the add/drop date (CAMP) in 
current budget period before the APR due date.



Review: HEP definitions

2022-2023 Budget Period Reported by November 9, 2023 (APR due date) Reported in 2023-2024 
Budget Period

New participant: Intake 
+ Enrolled in 2022-
2023 budget period

Did not attain HSE

Persister (enrolled in 
HEP for 2023-24 by 

11/9/23)

Returning student the 
following budget period 

(2023-24 APR)

Withdrawal
New participant 

(reenrolled in HEP 
services after 11/9/23)

Attainer (HSE) Placed



Review: CAMP definitions
2022-2023 Budget Period Reported by November 9, 2023 (APR due date) Reported in 2023-2024 

Budget Period

New participant: Intake 
+ Enrolled during 2022-

2023 budget period

Did not complete 
first year

Withdrawal
New participant 

(reenrolled in 
CAMP after 11/9)

Persister (enrolled 
in CAMP for 2023-

24)
Returning student

First Year 
Completer

Continuing first 
academic year 

completer



HEP and CAMP Contact Information
• Katrina Ballard, HEP and CAMP Data and Evaluation SME

o Katrina.Ballard@ed.gov

• Jessica Stein, Program Officer

o Jessica.Stein@ed.gov

• Dr. Millie Bentley-Memon, HEP and CAMP Group Leader

o Millicent.Bentley-Memon@ed.gov

• Dylan Hart-Medina, HEP and CAMP Team Lead

o Dylan.Hart-Medina@ed.gov
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