Through the ARP-HCY I and II application process, the WVDE will review
applications to assure that ARP-HCY budgets are used to supplement ARP ESSER
funding. This will ensure that ARP-HCY funding will provide additional resources to
meet the needs of students experiencing homelessness as they are identified by school
staff.

2. The extent to which the SEA will use its State-level activities funds to award subgrants or
contracts to community-based organizations that are well-positioned to identify children and
youth experiencing homelessness in historically underserved populations such as rural
children and youth, Tribal children and youth, students of color, children and youth with
disabilities, English learners, LGBTQ+ youth, and pregnant, parenting, or caregiving
students experiencing homelessness, and connect them to educationally-related support and
wraparound services; and
The WVDE will engage state level community-based organizations (CBOs) providing
wrap-around services to homeless populations and allocate state activity funding from
ARP-HCY II to provide targeted services to school age children who are experiencing
homelessness. The LEA Homeless Liaisons and the school site-based Communities In
Schools Coordinators will engage with the CBOs to ensure that homeless youth from
their service case load are connected with the CBOs that can serve their needs and
increase educational stability. The WVDE will use the full 25% of funds awarded
under ARP Homeless II for State-level activities to support these efforts in
collaboration with CBOs.
The WVDE, WV Department of Economic Development (HUD Agency), and WV
Department of Health and Human Resources (WVDHHR) work collaboratively as
state agencies to use our resources in a coordinated fashion to meet the needs of
persons experiencing homelessness in the state. We all serve on the WV Coalition to
End Homelessness (WVCEH) which is the Lead Agency for the WV Balance of State
HUD Continuum of Care and the Client-Level Databased for the state. The WVCEH
serves as the lead convener of local level organizations that provide direct service
delivery to the state's homeless population. The WVCEH is well-positioned to
identify and facilitate services for students experiencing homelessness in
historically underserved populations such as rural youth. The current plan is for
the WVDE to provide funding from the ARP-HCY state activity funds to the WVCEH
who is uniquely positioned to distribute funding to local CBOs who can meet needs for
specific student wrap around services through their existing procurement structures.
The WVDE will work to create collaborative relationships between LEAs and the local
CBOs which will facilitate efficient and effective service delivery for students
experiencing homelessness (see more detail in #3).
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3. How the SEA will encourage LEAs to award contracts to community-based organizations to
help identify and support historically underserved populations experiencing homelessness.
Through the engagement of state-level CBOs, the WVDE will assist LEAs in
identifying local CBOs who provide wrap around services for students and families
experiencing homelessness. West Virginia is a relatively small state with a handful of
CBOs; most CBOs are networked through the housing programs administered by the
West Virginia Department of Economic Development (WVDED). WVDE staff have
been meeting with the WVDED housing staff to identify the appropriate statewide
networks and their regional network of service providers so that we can match them
up with LEAs to better serve our students experiencing homelessness. Both agencies
will incorporate LEA/CBO networking into their training and technical assistance
programs designed to address homelessness in the state. The WVDE also requires a
narrative describing the LEA intent to work with CBOs in the ARP-HCY I
competitive grant application.
In addition, the WVDE will provide training and networking activities to connect
LEAs with CBOs and provide templates and examples of how LEAs can contract with
CBOs to provide wrap-around services to students experiencing homelessness. The
training will highlight CBOs and agencies that provide outreach and services to
historically underserved populations of youth experiencing homelessness such as rural
youth and unaccompanied youth. These contracts would lead to more immediate
delivery of services due to the administrative structures existing in the CBOs that, by
design, must have emergency purchasing procedures and capabilities to serve their
clients. School districts, by design, are not equipped with these same rapid
procurement capabilities.

Chief State School Officer or Authorized Representative (Typed Name):
Date: November 1, 2021
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