
U.S. Department of Education

September 28, 2021     
2-3pm EST

We will begin shortly

The Rural Education Achievement Program Team (REAP) welcomes you to the

FY 2021 Small, Rural School 
Achievement (SRSA) 101
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Webinar Procedures
•Today’s webinar is at capacity, so there is limited time for 

Q&A
•Webinar will be recorded and will be posted to REAP 
Resources on the REAP webpage with the presentation 
slides

•If you are having technical difficulties and cannot use the chat, 
call the phone number in the registration confirmation 
email
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Introducing the REAP Team

Leslie Poynter
Group Leader

Grace Kwon
Program Officer

Staci Cummins
Program Officer

Eric Schulz
Program Officer

Alice Kinney
Program Officer

Robert Hitchcock
Program Officer
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The Small, Rural School Achievement 
(SRSA) Program

• Congratulations!  You have successfully applied for and received a FY 
2021 SRSA grant award.

• Now that you have applied for and received an SRSA award, we hope 
today’s presentation will help you to understand how to make use of 
the award and where you can go to find out more information about 
the program.

• We will host another webinar closer to the opening of the FY 2022 
SRSA application season, so today’s webinar is not intended to focus 
on the details of next year’s SRSA application.
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Agenda
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The purpose of this presentation is to introduce you to the SRSA 
program. We will highlight five areas: 
1. Program Basics
2. Using SRSA funds and flexibilities
3. What you need to know right now about your FY21 SRSA funds
4. What to look out for in the future
5. Resources and how to use them
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Program Basics: 
• Informational Document
• Eligibility 
• Performance Period
• REAP Timeline
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What is the 
Informational 
Document?
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Comprehensive resource on 
the SRSA and RLIS programs, 
including every step of the 
SRSA grant process
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What’s
Inside the Informational 
Document? 

Use it to…
- understand REAP statutory requirements
- answer FAQs
- differentiate between RLIS and SRSA
- learn about the application process
- learn how funds may be spent
- and more!

8



U.S. Department of Education
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Statute and Regulation 
references

Hyperlinks

FAQs

Key Features

Statute and Regulations:

Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
(ESEA): statute that governs REAP

Code of Federal Regulations (C.F.R.): grant 
administration, financial management, and 
monitoring requirements

Education Department General 
Administrative Regulations (EDGAR): 
Department-specific requirements that 
apply to SRSA and RLIS
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Appendix A:
Considerations for 
LEAs Eligible for Both 
REAP Programs 
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Eligibility
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Find in Section II. A. 
SRSA Eligibility
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Performance Period Extensions
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• Please share any LEA contact updates with the REAP team at REAP@ed.gov
• If you are a FY 18 and/or 19 grantee, check G5 and make sure to obligate funds
• Some grantees with large available FY 18 and/or 19 balances received an email from 

REAP@ed.gov reminding them to take action on these funds

Obligate – binding commitment to spend (e.g., makes a binding written commitment)
Liquidate – fully draw down from G5

Fiscal Year (FY) – the Federal FY (e.g., FY 2021 = School Year 21-22)

mailto:REAP@ed.gov
mailto:AP@ed.gov
mailto:REAP@ed.gov
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REAP Timeline
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How to Use 
SRSA Funds
• Requirements
• Flexibilities
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• Examples are illustrative, NOT exhaustive

• More information in FAQ sections of the Informational Document and REAP Uses of 
Funds Guide

Reminders on using SRSA funds
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Supplement, Not Supplant (SNS)
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• All SRSA funds must be used to 
supplement, and not supplant, 
Federal, State, or other local 
education funds.

• In general, an LEA should 
determine if its activity meets 
the SNS requirement

• The Informational Document 
includes three situations when it 
will be presumed that supplanting 
has occurred.

Find in Section III. C.
Uses of SRSA Funds FAQs



U.S. Department of Education

Uses of SRSA Funds
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Find in Section III. C.
Uses of SRSA Funds
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Uses of SRSA Funds: Technology Examples
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Title I, Part A • Equipment, materials, and training needed to compile and analyze student achievement data to 
monitor progress, alert the school to struggling students, and drive decision making.

• Devices and software for students to access digital learning materials and collaborate with peers, and 
related training for educators (including accessible devices and software needed by students with 
disabilities).

Title II, Part A • High quality professional development to train teachers, principals, and other school leaders about 
topics such as technology in the classroom, parent and family engagement, academic readiness skills, 
and school policy decision-making.

• Promoting high quality instruction in science, technology, and mathematics subjects, including 
computer science.

Title III • Providing and implementing other effective activities and strategies that enhance or supplement 
language instruction educational programs for English learners, which shall include parent, family, and 
community and engagement activities and may include strategies that serve to coordinate and align 
related programs.

Title IV, Part A • Providing students in rural, remote and underserved areas with digital resources.
• Building technological capacity and infrastructure in schools.
• Delivery of rigorous academic courses using technology, including digital learning technologies and 

assistive technology.

Title IV, Part B • Programs that partner with in-demand fields of the local workforce or build career competencies and 
career readiness and ensure that local workforce and career readiness skills are aligned with the Carl D. 
Perkins Career and Technical Education Act of 2006 and the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.
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Uses of SRSA Funds: Staff Recruitment, Development, 
and Compensation Examples

19

Title I, Part A • Recruitment and retention of effective teachers, particularly in high-need subjects.
• Instructional coaches to provide high-quality, school-based professional development.

Title II, Part A • Implementing initiatives to assist in recruiting, hiring, and retaining effective teachers, particularly in low-
income schools (e.g., early hiring, differential and incentive pay, leadership opportunities).

• Trainings for teachers, principals and other school leaders on how to accurately differentiate teacher 
performance and constructively utilize evaluation results.

• In-service training for school personnel (e.g., trainings on trauma-informed practices, mental health 
services, chronic absenteeism).

Title IV, Part A • School-based mental health services and partnerships programs with outside health care entities.
• Training for specialized instructional personnel on trauma-informed practices, bullying and harassment 

prevention, and suicide prevention.

Title IV, Part B • Programs that provide after-school activities for students who are English learners that emphasize 
language skills and academic achievement.

• Expanded library service hours.
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Uses of SRSA Funds: Academic Achievement, Intervention, and 
Enrichment Examples
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Title I, Part A • High-quality preschool or full-day kindergarten and services to facilitate the transition from early learning to 
elementary education programs.

• Increased learning time.

Title II, Part A • Reducing class size to a level that improves student achievement
• Promoting high quality instruction in science, technology, and mathematics subjects, including computer 

science.

Title III • Offering early college high school or dual or concurrent enrollment programs or courses designed to help 
English learners achieve success in postsecondary education.

• Providing to English learners tutorials and academic or career and technical education and intensified 
instruction, which may include materials in a language that the student can understand, interpreters, and 
translators.

Title IV, Part A • Promoting access to accelerated learning opportunities including Advanced Placement (AP) and International 
Baccalaureate (IB) programs (e.g., reimbursement of exam fees).

• Improving access to arts and music education.
• Improving instruction and student engagement in science, technology, engineering and mathematics 

(STEM), including computer science, and increasing access to these subjects for underrepresented groups.

Title IV, Part B • Academic enrichment learning programs, mentoring programs and remedial education activities, and 
tutoring services that are aligned with the challenging academic standards and any local academic standards 
and local curricula that are designed to improve student academic achievement
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What is the Alternative Fund 
Use Authority (AFUA)?

AFUA allows SRSA-eligible LEAs greater 
flexibility in spending the funds they receive 
under Title II, Part A and Title IV, Part A, in 
order to best address the LEA’s particular needs

Who can exercise AFUA?
Any LEA that is eligible for SRSA may exercise 
AFUA, including dual-eligible LEAs 

How is AFUA used?
If an LEA receives funds under Title II, Part A or 
Title IV, Part A and wishes to exercise AFUA, it can 
use those funds for any of the SRSA allowable 
uses of funds

Reporting requirements: Notify the SEA by the 
deadline established by the SEA

Find in Section III. F.
Alternative Fund Use Authority and 

Appendix C
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SRSA Key Flexibilities 

• SRSA funds can be used for any allowable activities under 
multiple Title programs: Title I, Part A; Title II, Part A; Title 
III; Title IV, Part A; and Title IV, Part B of the ESEA.

• AFUA is an available flexibility for all SRSA-eligible LEAs
• REAP awards currently have a 27-month obligation period

• SRSA fund use can be changed at any time during the 
performance period, as long as the activity is allowable under 
SRSA
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About your FY 21 
SRSA Grant
• Grant Award Notification (GAN)
• Using G5
• DUNS Numbers
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Grant Award Notification (GAN)
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What is the GAN? 
The GAN is a written contract that details the award amount, the recipient contacts, and the conditions 
under which the grant is awarded.

When you apply for SRSA, you provide two contacts, a Primary and a Secondary contact. Both 
contacts will receive an email notification from G5 that the grant has been awarded. 

REAP does not change the names on the GAN; if the Primary and Secondary contacts have 
changed since the GAN was issued, email REAP@ed.gov with the correct information. LEAs should 
revise the following year’s SRSA application accordingly.

The Primary and Secondary Contact will receive the email notification that the GAN is awarded; 
they should download the GAN from G5 and provide copies for anyone else at the LEA as needed.

What to do when you are new/cannot see the GAN 
in G5?
Email REAP@ed.gov if you need a copy of the GAN. 

Note that you do not need the GAN to access the award funds.

mailto:REAP@ed.gov
mailto:REAP@ed.gov
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Relationship between G5, DUNS, and SAM

DUNS Number 
Ex: 123456789

To activate your DUNS number, 
you must update your LEA’s 

registration in SAM.gov every 
year 

In order to access your funds in G5, 
you must have an active DUNS
number connected to your LEA

Your SRSA grant funds are housed 
in the G5.gov online system 
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Drawing Down Funds in 
G5
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Step 1: Create a G5 account by signing up at G5.gov
Step 2: Obtain Payee Access by submitting a form to the 
G5 EDCAPs email address (see guide below)

• Reference guide for step-by-step instructions
• If you need help on this process, please contact G5 
directly for the fastest support: 
Phone: (888) 336-8930
Email: edcaps.user@ed.gov

https://oese.ed.gov/files/2021/08/Guide-for-Accessing-SRSA-Grant-Funds-in-G5.pdf
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Drawdown Procedures
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Two options for drawing down SRSA funds:
1. Advanced payments: You may draw down SRSA funds first and make the payment 
after you are able to ensure that you have drawn down only the minimum amount for the 
payment. You must also time the draw down to be as close to the date of the payment as 
possible. 2 CFR 200.305(b)(1). You must also be authorized to receive an electronic funds transfer 
in G5 before requesting funds. 2 CFR 200.305(b)(2)(ii).
2. Reimbursements: You may make the payment with other funds and reimburse yourself 
with SRSA funds. 2 CFR 200.305(b)(3). You must also be authorized to receive an electronic funds 
transfer in G5. 2 CFR 200.305(b)(2)(ii).

• LEAs do not need to submit any documentation to REAP or G5 before 
drawing down funds

• Grantee LEAs must never make a drawdown from G5 unless there is a 
corresponding obligation (i.e., a legally-binding commitment to spend)

• Record-Keeping: Grantees must accurately record and keep track of the source 
and disposition of all SRSA grant funds for 3 years after the award ends

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=04315fc38a051ee8615a9591b771dd0d&mc=true&n=pt2.1.200&r=PART&ty=HTML#se2.1.200_1305
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=04315fc38a051ee8615a9591b771dd0d&mc=true&n=pt2.1.200&r=PART&ty=HTML#se2.1.200_1305
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=04315fc38a051ee8615a9591b771dd0d&mc=true&n=pt2.1.200&r=PART&ty=HTML#se2.1.200_1305
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=04315fc38a051ee8615a9591b771dd0d&mc=true&n=pt2.1.200&r=PART&ty=HTML#se2.1.200_1305
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Updating DUNS Number
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What is the DUNS Number? 
The DUNS is the nine-digit identifier for entities doing business with the U.S. Government.  Once 
issued, DUNS numbers are verified and registered in the Treasury Department’s System for 
Award Management (SAM); the REAP program office verifies all SRSA grantee LEAs by cross-
checking the DUNS with the district name and the NCES ID number.

How do I update the registration of my LEA’s DUNS Number? 
Go to SAM.gov. Updating your DUNS in SAM is FREE
Need help updating your DUNS registration?
Refer to the DUNS/SAM Support Guide, which includes a helpful flowchart

https://oese.ed.gov/files/2021/06/DUNS-Number-and-SAM.gov-Support-Guide_updated_6.25.pdf
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Future REAP 
Communications
• Financial Status Reports
• SRSA Application
• Communications
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LEA Financial Status Reports
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NCES ID 
Number

School 
District

Award 
Year

PR Award 
Number

Total 
Award 

Amount 

Remaining 
Funds

% 
remaining 
in G5 as of 
8/11/21

123456
EXAMPLE 
SCHOOL 
DISTRICT

FY 2019 S358A19XXXX $45,252.00 $15,021.37 33%

Fiscal Year Deadline to Obligate
(binding commitment to spend)

Deadline to Liquidate
(fully drawn down from G5)

FY 2019 next month: September 30, 2021 January 31, 2022

EXAMPLE SCHOOL DISTRICT Financial Status Report: 

When do funds need to be obligated and liquidated?
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FY 2022 SRSA Application Process
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GovDelivery and Email Communications
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• REAP emails come from REAP@ed.gov
AND ed.gov@public.govdelivery.com

• Update GovDelivery subscriptions at 
Subscriber Preferences Page

• Once signed in, select the General 
SGPS Newsletter to receive 
GovDelivery emails

• Select the Education Almanac for 
general rural education news

• Contact subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com
if you have any problems

mailto:REAP@ed.gov
mailto:ed.gov@public.govdelivery.com
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USED/subscriber/new?preferences=true
https://subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com/
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Resources
• REAP Cheat Sheet
• Back-to-School Week
• Contact Information
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REAP Quick 
Links
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REAP Contacts
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Robert Hitchcock Alice Kinney Grace Kwon Staci Cummins Eric Schulz

Arkansas Alabama Delaware Arizona Alaska

Connecticut Kentucky Florida California Illinois

Minnesota Michigan Idaho Colorado Indiana

North Carolina New Jersey Maine Georgia Kansas 

Ohio New Mexico Nebraska Iowa Louisiana

Rhode Island South Dakota New York Missouri Maryland

South Carolina Utah Oregon Montana Massachusetts

West Virginia Vermont Pennsylvania New Hampshire Mississippi

Wisconsin Virginia Tennessee North Dakota Nevada

Wyoming Washington Texas Oklahoma

Patrick Carr Leslie Poynter
Director

Rural, Insular, and Native Achievement Programs
Group Leader

Rural Education Achievement Program

Questions? 
email at REAP@ed.gov
visit the REAP website

mailto:Robert.Hitchcock@ed.gov
mailto:Alice.kinney@ed.gov
mailto:Grace.kwon@ed.gov
mailto:Anastasia.cummins@ed.gov
mailto:Eric.Shulz@ed.gov
mailto:REAP@ed.gov
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-formula-grants/rural-insular-native-achievement-programs/rural-education-achievement-program/
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Poll: 
What topic(s) 
would you like 
to learn more 
about?

Select as many topics as you need. If you 
have additional ideas, type them into the 
chat
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Thank you!

• Webinar will be recorded and 
posted to REAP Resources 
page in coming weeks

• For new questions, email 
REAP@ed.gov

• Future webinars will be 
announced via GovDelivery
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https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-formula-grants/rural-insular-native-achievement-programs/rural-education-achievement-program/small-rural-school-achievement-program/resources/
mailto:REAP@ed.gov
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