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FACT SHEET

SY 2019-2020 EDFacts and CSPR MANUAL ENTRY DATA SUBMISSION 
FOR PROGRAMS AFFECTED BY COVID-19

This fact sheet discusses the implications of the novel coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) on the EDFacts and Consolidated State Performance Report (CSPR) reporting submissions for School Year (SY) 2019-2020. If a State educational agency (SEA) has extenuating circumstances limiting its capacity to submit data by the established first due date and/or verify the quality of its data submissions to the U.S. Department of Education (Department) due to COVID-19, this fact sheet outlines actions the SEA should take. The Department recognizes that SEAs are doing all in their power to support districts and schools to ensure the health and well-being of students and educators. We sincerely thank you for your efforts. 
The EDFacts submissions and the CSPR are the required annual reporting for each State, the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico as authorized under section 8303 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA). The Department is aware that COVID-19 led districts across the nation to shift to remote instruction, which has already had a variety of implications for the SY 2019-2020 EDFacts and CSPR collections and submissions. 
In March 2020, the Secretary exercised her authority under section 8401 of the ESEA (20 U.S.C. § 7861) to grant waivers of certain ESEA requirements. Due to the extraordinary circumstances created by the COVID-19 pandemic and resulting school closures, the Department approved waivers for SEAs, for SY 2019-2020, of the assessment requirements in section 1111(b)(2) of the ESEA, the accountability and school identification requirements in sections 1111(c)(4) and 1111(d)(2)(C)-(D), and certain reporting requirements related to assessments and accountability in section 1111(h). As a result of these waivers, reporting of the EDFacts data files related to those sections of the ESEA is not required for SY 2019-2020. This change to reporting requirements was communicated to States in an EDFacts Partner Support Center broadcast on May 29, 2020 (see Appendix A).
On August 24, 2020, the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education (OESE) held a listening session with EDFacts Coordinators from each SEA to identify additional questions and concerns SEAs have regarding how to submit the data still required for SY 2019-2020. This fact sheet is a response to the feedback provided to the Department during the listening session and includes information related to: chronic absenteeism; incomplete and late data; data quality concerns; and missing data. 
Based on feedback from the SEAs, the Department anticipates that most data will be complete and submitted by the established first due dates. If there are extenuating circumstances, an SEA may request an extension or exemption for file submissions or take additional steps to address data quality concerns. Any extension or exemption requests submitted will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis. Please note that the Department will only accept extension or exemption requests for EDFacts File Specifications 121 and 122 under very limited circumstances due to use of these data for statutory funding allocations. An SEA must reach out to the Office of Migrant Education (OME) for specific guidance regarding File Specifications 121 and 122.
Most importantly, the Department will work to support all SEAs during this situation. Please feel free to contact the EDFacts Partner Support Center (EDEN_SS@ed.gov) with any questions.
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Timeline Concerns and Completely Missing Data for EDFacts and CSPR Submissions

How should an SEA proceed if it is unable to submit particular required data by the initial due date? (This does not apply to EDFacts File Specifications 121 and 122.)
An SEA may request an extension of the data submission due date if the SEA anticipates a delay in the data submission specifically due to COVID-19. To initiate a request for an extension, an SEA should take the following steps: 

· Email the EDFacts Partner Support Center with the following information:
· Submission type for which the SEA is requesting an extension: EDFacts and/or CSPR manual entry
· Submission cycle for which the SEA is requesting an extension: December 2020 (or CSPR Part I) and/or February 2021 (or CSPR Part II)
· Names of the affected file specifications and/or CSPR manual entry sections
· Description of why the data are unable to be submitted on time
· Name and role of the person submitting the request
· Include the following subject line in the email: (Insert SEA) Submission Extension Request- SY 2019-2020 EDFacts.
All submission extension requests for data due in December 2020 should be submitted as described in this fact sheet to the EDFacts Partner Support Center (EDEN_SS@ed.gov) by December 2, 2020. Extension requests for data due in February should be submitted by January 13, 2021. The Department will review extension requests on a case-by-case basis. Even with the extension, the Department expects all required data submissions to be submitted by the SEA by the end of the resubmission window.
If an SEA is granted a submission extension, by when should data be submitted?
The SEA will have until the end of resubmission window to submit the data for which a submission extension is approved. For example, if an SEA has been granted an extension for a December submission, the SEA will have until March 31, 2021, to submit the data. If an SEA is granted a submission extension and submits the related data by the end of the resubmission window, the Department will not consider such submissions as ‘late.’ 
What should an SEA do if it has no data for a particular required EDFacts data file or CSPR manual entry section due to COVID-19 and is therefore unable to submit the data for SY 2019-2020? (This does not apply to EDFacts File Specifications 121 and 122.)
If an SEA has no data for a particular data submission specifically due to COVID-19, the SEA should request an exemption for the particular data submission. To initiate a request for an exemption, an SEA should take the following steps: 

· Email the EDFacts Partner Support Center with the following information:
· Submission type for which data are completely missing: EDFacts and/or CSPR manual entry
· Submission cycle for which data are completely missing: December 2020 (or CSPR Part I) and/or February 2021 (or CSPR Part II)
· Names of the affected file specifications and/or CSPR manual entry sections
· Description of why no data were collected
· Steps the SEA will take to ensure that it collects and submits the data for SY 2020-2021
· Name and role of the person submitting the request
· Include the following subject line in the email: (Insert SEA) Completely Missing Data Exemption Request- SY 2019-2020 EDFacts and CSPR.
All missing data exemption requests for data due in December should be submitted in writing to the EDFacts Partner Support Center (EDEN_SS@ed.gov) by December 2, 2020. Missing data exemption requests for data due in February should be submitted by January 13, 2021. Please note that this request is only for particular submissions for which no data can be provided by the SEA. The SEA should still submit EDFacts files or CSPR manual entries containing partial and/or incomplete data.

Based on feedback from SEAs, the Department believes that missing entire data files or entire sections of the CSPR will be very rare. The Department will review exemption requests on a case-by-case basis.
SY 2019-2020 EDFacts Submission Questions and Answers
Incomplete Data for EDFacts Submission

How should an SEA proceed with its data submission if its data are incomplete? (This does not apply to EDFacts File Specifications 121 and 122.)
An SEA should submit the required data, even if the data are incomplete or do not represent the entire school year. When submitting incomplete data, the SEA should indicate the following in the ‘Data Anomaly Comment’ field of its State Submission Plan (SSP) for each impacted data file:

· Date range for which the submitted data cover. Format should be: MM/DD/YY - MM/DD/YY.
· Reason(s) for the incomplete data.
Data Quality Concerns Impacting an EDFacts Submission

What should an SEA do if it has concerns with the quality of its EDFacts data? 
If there are known data quality issues that the SEA is not able to address due to COVID-19, the SEA should include the following in the ‘Data Anomaly Comment’ field of its SSP for each impacted data file: 
· Description of the specific data quality concern(s).
· Description of the magnitude of the issue(s) in the data.
· Indication of the degree to which the SEA may or may not be able to remedy the issues under a timeline extension for data submission.
The Department will review the information during its data quality review. If the SEA has questions about a particular data file, the SEA should reach out to the EDFacts Partner Support Center (EDEN_SS@ed.gov). 

Chronic Absenteeism (EDFacts File Specification (FS) 195/Data Group (DG) 814)
How should an SEA proceed regarding the submission of FS195/DG814—Chronic Absenteeism? 
An SEA should submit any data collected for Chronic Absenteeism during SY 2019-2020 up to the end of the school year, including any attendance taken while schools were providing remote instruction. When submitting these data, an SEA should use the SSP to include additional context on the submission. More information regarding specific situations is outlined in the questions below. 
What should an SEA do if Chronic Absenteeism data (FS195/DG814) were not collected for the full school year (i.e. no collection during periods of remote instruction)?
The SEA should submit data reflecting the period for which attendance was tracked and collected. For example, if an SEA collected attendance data through March 13, 2020, then the SEA should submit data on chronic absenteeism that reflects the start of the school year through March 13, 2020. The denominator (days in the school year) should only reflect the dates for which data were collected. In the ‘Data Anomaly Comments’ field of the SSP, the SEA should indicate the following for this file:

· Date range of remote instruction period for which attendance data were not collected. Format should be: MM/DD/YY - MM/DD/YY.
· Descriptions of any data quality concerns.
What should an SEA do if Chronic Absenteeism data (FS195/DG814) were collected for the full school year, including during remote instruction?

The SEA should include data for the periods of remote instruction as well as periods of in-person instruction. Both the remote and the in-person instruction periods should be included in the denominator (days in the school year). In the ‘Data Anomaly Comments’ field of the SSP, the SEA should indicate the following for this file:

· Date range of remote instruction period for the SEA collected data. Format should be: MM/DD/YY - MM/DD/YY.
· Definition of chronic absenteeism the SEA used during remote instruction period.
· Description of any data quality concerns.
What should an SEA do if Chronic Absenteeism data were collected for only part of the period of remote instruction (i.e., the SEA continued to collect data during the remote instruction period but stopped collecting prior to the end of the school year)?
The SEA should submit data reflecting the period for which attendance data were tracked and collected. For example, if an SEA collected attendance data through April 24, 2020, then all reporting and submission should reflect the start of the school year through April 24, 2020. The denominator should only reflect the dates for which data were collected. In the ‘Data Anomaly Comments’ field of the SSP, the SEA should indicate the following for this file:

· Complete date range that the SEA collected data, including the period of remote instruction. Format should be: MM/DD/YY - MM/DD/YY.
· Date range of remote instruction period for which data were collected. Format should be: MM/DD/YY - MM/DD/YY.
· Descriptions of any data quality concerns.
Does the definition of an absence in FS195/DG814 still apply for SY 2019-2020? 
In the file specification, a student absence is defined as, “A student was absent if he or she was not physically on school grounds and was not participating in instruction or instruction-related activities at an approved off-grounds location for at least half the school day.” The Department acknowledges that an SEA may be unable to report in accordance with this definition for the periods of remote instruction during the school year. If an SEA collected attendance data during the period of remote instruction, the SEA should report in accordance with how absenteeism was defined in their SEA during the remote instruction period. Please refer to the above questions for procedures if an SEA is unable to include the remote instruction period due to concerns about the definition.
SY 2019-2020 CSPR Manual Entry Submission Questions and Answers
Data Quality Concerns Impacting the CSPR 
How should an SEA proceed with submitting its CSPR manual entry submissions if its data are incomplete or if the SEA has data quality concerns for any data required for the manual entry sections of the CSPR?
If an SEA has data quality concerns for any of its data required for the manual entry sections of the CSPR, the SEA should provide information on the completeness and accuracy of its data in the comment fields after each required section in the CSPR. An SEA should still complete as much of its CSPR submission as it can and certify the information by the initial due date. The Department expects an SEA to provide completed data for all manual entry sections of the CSPR by the end of the resubmission window of the CSPR. 
Certification for CSPR Manual Entry Submission
Given the implications of COVID-19 on SY 2019-2020 data collections, is an SEA still expected to certify its CSPR?

Yes, each SEA is required to submit a certification form as part of its CSPR Part I and II manual entry submissions affirming the reliability, validity, and completeness of the data. The Department, however, recognizes the limitations and difficulties on the data collection for SY 2019-2020 due to COVID-19 and understands concerns raised by SEAs about data quality and completeness. As such, the Department will view the SY 2019-2020 CSPR certification as reflecting that the SEA has made its best effort to provide data that are as accurate and complete as possible within the context of COVID-19 and that the SEA has noted any data quality concerns, lack of completeness, or other limitations as part of its submission. 
Who serves as the authorizing official to sign the Certification for CSPR manual entry submission? 
The authorizing official is the Chief State School Officer. If any other individual certifies the data submission, the Department assumes the following: 
· The other signatory has been delegated authorized authority by the Chief State School Officer; and
· The Chief State School Officer is aware of and has reviewed the data submission.
Appendix A: EDFacts Partner Support Center Broadcast (May 29, 2020)
From: EDEN Submission System <EDEN-Submission-System@ed.gov> 
Sent: Friday, May 29, 2020 9:54 AM
To: EDEN Submission System <EDEN-Submission-System@ed.gov>
Subject: Impacts of the Assessment and Accountability Waivers on School Year (SY) 2019-2020 Consolidated State Performance Report (CSPR) and EDFacts Files

*This message is being sent to all EDFacts Submitters*

Greetings,

Due to the extraordinary circumstances created by the novel Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic and resulting school closures, on March 20, 2020, the U.S. Department of Education (Department) offered flexibility to all States regarding the assessment and accountability requirements under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended (ESEA). Specifically, the Department invited States to request a waiver, for the 2019-2020 school year, of the assessment requirements in section 1111(b)(2) of the ESEA, the accountability and school identification requirements in sections 1111(c)(4) and 1111(d)(2)(C)-(D), and certain reporting requirements related to assessments and accountability in section 1111(h). Under these waivers, which all States requested and received, States will not have data necessary to submit certain files for school year (SY) 2019-2020. As a result, the Department will not be collecting the following data files for SY 2019-2020:

	File Spec Number
	Name of File Spec

	175
	Academic Achievement in Mathematics

	178
	Academic Achievement in Reading/Language Arts

	179
	Academic Achievement in Science

	185
	Assessment Participation in Mathematics

	188
	Assessment Participation in Reading/Language Arts

	189
	Assessment Participation in Science

	199
	Graduation Rate Indicator Status

	200
	Academic Achievement Indicator Status

	201
	Other Academic Indicator Status

	202
	School Quality or Student Success Indicator Status

	205
	Progress Achieving English Language Proficiency Indicator Status

	050
	Title III English Language Proficiency Results

	126
	Title III Former EL Students

	137
	English Language Proficiency Test

	138
	Title III English Language Proficiency Test

	139
	English Language Proficiency Results

	210[1]
	Title III English Learner Five Years

	211[2]
	Title III English Learner Exited


[1] Formerly collected in EDFacts file 204 (data group 840)

2 Formerly collected in EDFacts file 204 (data group 841)

In addition, as a result of data not available in SY 2019-2020, the following two SY 2020-2021 files also will not be collected:

	File Spec Number
	Name of File Spec

	206
	School Support and Improvement

	212
	Comprehensive Support and Targeted Support Improvement


We are aware that these may not be the only files impacted by the COVID-19 school closures. The Department will provide additional information regarding any other impacted files in the near future. 

If you have any concerns or questions, please contact the Partner Support Center. 

Thank you,

PSC 

EDFacts Partner Support Center

Telephone: 877-457-3336 (877-HLP-EDEN)

Federal Relay Service: 800-877-0996 (Voice/TTY) / federalrelay@sprint.com
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For general feedback on PSC support, contact the EDFacts PSC Lead at AEM: Doreen Fay
[1] Formerly collected in EDFacts file 204 (data group 840)


[2] Formerly collected in EDFacts file 204 (data group 841)
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