California Department of Education

Private School Advisory Group
Overview

· The California Department of Education (CDE) established a comprehensive model for meeting its obligation to provide equitable services through programs authorized under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, (ESEA). In 1986, CDE created the California Private School Advisory Committee (CPSAC) to represent the interests of California’s nonprofit private schools. 
· CPSAC disseminates information and facilitates communication between private schools, CDE, and local education agencies (LEAs) to assure that the consultation process is conducted properly.  It also leads oversight of the assessment, planning, and implementation of state-level professional development for private school staff and supports improving the administration of equitable services for private school teachers and administrators.  
· CPSAC membership includes leaders from private school organizations that represent the interests of California’s students enrolled in nonprofit private schools. On an ad hoc basis, the CDE convenes a Private School Working Group, which includes a subset of the CPSAC and public school administrators who collaborate to complete tasks identified by CPSAC and the CDE.  
Additional Information

· CDE contracts with an LEA through a competitive process to provide Title II, Part A state-level equitable services. This LEA supports CDE’s consultation process by facilitating a statewide needs assessment of private school teachers and delivery of Title II, Part A professional development services for private school teachers and administrators in collaboration with CDE and CPSAC.

· The California state superintendent of public instruction sets the tone for collaboration and cooperation between local district and private school officials by annually disseminating a letter charging county and district superintendents, categorical program directors, and district business officers to fulfill their responsibilities to provide ESEA equitable services and adhere to federal statutory requirements. 

· The CDE maintains a website containing resources to help facilitate proper implementation of ESEA equitable services. Specifically, the website includes resources and guidance to assist in developing and implementing K-12 private school equitable services as well as a webpage with links to statutes, a private school directory, and frequently asked questions.

· Questions regarding ESEA equitable services and the CAPSAC should be directed to Jane Ross, Education Programs Consultant, Title II Office, Private Schools, CDE.
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