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OMB Number: 4040-0004
Expiration Date: 12/31/2022

* 1. Type of Submission: * 2. Type of Application:

* 3. Date Received: 4. Applicant Identifier:

5a. Federal Entity Identifier: 5b. Federal Award Identifier:

6. Date Received by State: 7. State Application Identifier:

* a. Legal Name:

* b. Employer/Taxpayer Identification Number (EIN/TIN): * c. Organizational DUNS:

* Street1:

Street2:

* City:

County/Parish:

* State:

Province:

* Country:

* Zip / Postal Code:

Department Name: Division Name:

Prefix: * First Name:

Middle Name:

* Last Name:

Suffix:

Title:

Organizational Affiliation:

* Telephone Number: Fax Number:

* Email:

* If Revision, select appropriate letter(s):

* Other (Specify):

State Use Only:

8. APPLICANT INFORMATION:

d. Address:

e. Organizational Unit:

f. Name and contact information of person to be contacted on matters involving this application:

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

Preapplication

Application

Changed/Corrected Application

New

Continuation

Revision

05/13/2020

CA Department of Education for the State Board of Education

1430 N Street

Suite 5401

Sacramento

Sacramento

CA: California

USA: UNITED STATES

95814-5901

CA Department of Education Charter School Division

Stephanie

Farland

Director, Charter School Division

Charter School Division, CA Department of Education

Funding Opportunity Number:ED-GRANTS-012720-001 Received Date:May 13, 2020 06:24:09 PM EDTTracking Number:GRANT13104513
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* 9. Type of Applicant 1: Select Applicant Type:

Type of Applicant 2: Select Applicant Type:

Type of Applicant 3: Select Applicant Type:

* Other (specify):

* 10. Name of Federal Agency:

11. Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Number:

CFDA Title:

* 12. Funding Opportunity Number:

* Title:

13. Competition Identification Number:

Title:

14. Areas Affected by Project (Cities, Counties, States, etc.):

* 15. Descriptive Title of Applicant's Project:

Attach supporting documents as specified in agency instructions.

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

A: State Government

Department of Education

84.282

Charter Schools

ED-GRANTS-012720-001

Office of Elementary and Secondary Education (OESE): Expanding Opportunity Through Quality Charter 
Schools Program (CSP): Grants to State Entities CFDA Number 84.282A

84-282A2020-2

Expanding Opportunity Through Quality Charter Schools Program Grants to State Entities

California Public Charter School Grant Program

View AttachmentsDelete AttachmentsAdd Attachments

View AttachmentDelete AttachmentAdd Attachment

Funding Opportunity Number:ED-GRANTS-012720-001 Received Date:May 13, 2020 06:24:09 PM EDTTracking Number:GRANT13104513
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* a. Federal

* b. Applicant

* c. State

* d. Local

* e. Other

* f.  Program Incom

* g. TOTAL

.

Prefix: * First Name:

Middle Name:

* Last Name:

Suffix:

* Title:

* Telephone Number:

* Email:

Fax Number:

* Signature of Authorized Representative: * Date Signed:

18. Estimated Funding ($):

21. *By signing this application, I certify (1) to the statements contained in the list of certifications** and (2) that the statements 
herein are true, complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge. I also provide the required assurances** and agree to 
comply with any resulting terms if I accept an award. I am aware that any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or claims  may 
subject me to criminal, civil, or administrative penalties. (U.S. Code, Title 218, Section 1001)

** The list of certifications and assurances, or an internet site where you may obtain this list, is contained in the announcement or agency 
specific instructions.

Authorized Representative:

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

* a. Applicant

Attach an additional list of Program/Project Congressional Districts if needed.

 * b. Program/Project

* a. Start Date: * b. End Date:

16. Congressional Districts Of:

17. Proposed Project:

CA CA

Add Attachment Delete Attachment View Attachment

10/10/2020 09/30/2023

a. This application was made available to the State under the Executive Order 12372 Process for review on

b. Program is subject to E.O. 12372 but has not been selected by the State for review.

c. Program is not covered by E.O. 12372.

01/27/2020

Yes No

Add Attachment Delete Attachment View Attachment

** I AGREE

Stephanie

Farland

Director, Charter School Division

Stephanie A Papas

* 20. Is the Applicant Delinquent On Any Federal Debt?  (If "Yes," provide explanation in attachment.)

* 19. Is Application Subject to Review By State Under Executive Order 12372 Process?

05/13/2020

If "Yes", provide explanation and attach 

Funding Opportunity Number:ED-GRANTS-012720-001 Received Date:May 13, 2020 06:24:09 PM EDTTracking Number:GRANT13104513
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Project Year 1
(a)

OMB Number: 1894-0008
Expiration Date: 08/31/2020

Name of Institution/Organization Applicants requesting funding for only one year should complete the column under 
"Project Year 1."  Applicants requesting funding for multi-year grants should complete all 
applicable columns.  Please read all instructions before completing form.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
BUDGET INFORMATION 

NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS

SECTION A - BUDGET SUMMARY 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION FUNDS

6. Contractual

4. Equipment

Budget 
Categories

Project Year 2
(b)

1. Personnel

2. Fringe Benefits

3. Travel

5. Supplies

11. Training Stipends

7. Construction

8. Other

9. Total Direct Costs   
(lines 1-8)

12. Total Costs  
(lines 9-11)

10. Indirect Costs*

Project Year 3
(c)

Project Year 4
(d)

Project Year 5
(e)

Total
(f)

*Indirect Cost Information (To Be C
If you are requesting reimbursement for indirect costs on line 10, please answer the following questions:

ED 524

CA Department of Education for the State Board of Education

(1)       Do you have an Indirect Cost Rate Agreement approved by the Federal government? Yes No
(2)       If yes, please provide the following information:

Period Covered by the Indirect Cost Rate Agreement: From: 07/01/2019 To: 06/30/2020 (mm/dd/yyyy)

Approving Federal agency: ED  Other (please specify):

The Indirect Cost Rate is  19.70 %.

(3)       If this is your first Federal grant, and you do not have an approved indirect cost rate agreement, are not a State, Local government or Indian Tribe, and are not funded under a training rate 
program or a restricted rate program, do you want to use the de minimis rate of 10% of MTDC? Yes No If yes, you must comply with the requirements of 2 CFR § 200.414(f).

(4)       If you do not have an approved indirect cost rate agreement, do you want to use the temporary rate of 10% of budgeted salaries and wages?
Yes No If  yes, you must submit a proposed indirect cost rate agreement within 90 days after the date your grant is awarded, as required by 34 CFR § 75.560.

(5)       For Restricted Rate Programs (check one) -- Are you using a restricted indirect cost rate that:
 Is included in your approved Indirect Cost Rate Agreement?   Or, Complies with 34 CFR 76.564(c)(2)? The Restricted Indirect Cost Rate is  %.

Funding Opportunity Number:ED-GRANTS-012720-001 Received Date:May 13, 2020 06:24:09 PM EDTTracking Number:GRANT13104513

 

PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e6 



Project Year 1
(a)

Name of Institution/Organization Applicants  requesting funding for only one year 
should complete the column under "Project Year 
1."  Applicants requesting funding for multi-year 
grants should complete all applicable columns.  
Please read all instructions before completing  
form.

SECTION B - BUDGET SUMMARY 
NON-FEDERAL FUNDS

SECTION C - BUDGET NARRATIVE (see instructions)

6. Contractual

4. Equipment

Budget Categories Project Year 2
(b)

1. Personnel

2. Fringe Benefits

3. Travel

5. Supplies

11. Training Stipends

7. Construction

8. Other

9. Total Direct Costs 
(lines 1-8)

12. Total Costs    
(lines 9-11)

10. Indirect Costs

Project Year 3
(c)

Project Year 4
(d)

Project Year 5
(e)

Total
(f)

ED 524

CA Department of Education for the State Board of Education

Funding Opportunity Number:ED-GRANTS-012720-001 Received Date:May 13, 2020 06:24:09 PM EDTTracking Number:GRANT13104513
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10. a. Name and Address of Lobbying Registrant:

9. Award Amount, if known: 
$ 

* Street 1

* City State Zip

Street 2

* Last Name

Prefix * First Name Middle Name

Suffix

DISCLOSURE OF LOBBYING ACTIVITIES
Complete this form to disclose lobbying activities pursuant to 31 U.S.C.1352 OMB Number: 4040-0013 

Expiration Date: 02/28/2022

1. * Type of Federal Action:
a. contract

b. grant

c. cooperative agreement

d. loan 

e. loan guarantee

f.  loan insurance

2. * Status of Federal Action:
a. bid/offer/application

b. initial award

c. post-award

3. * Report Type:
a. initial filing

b. material change

 4.   Name and Address of Reporting Entity:
Prime SubAwardee

* Name
CA Department of Education for the State Board of Education

* Street 1
1430 N Street

Street  2
Suite 5401

* City
Sacramento 

State
CA: California

Zip
95814-5901

Congressional District, if known:

5. If Reporting Entity in No.4 is Subawardee, Enter  Name and Address of Prime:

6. * Federal Department/Agency:
Department of Education

7. * Federal Program Name/Description:
Charter Schools

CFDA Number, if applicable: 84.282

8. Federal Action Number, if known: 
41,666,667.00

Brustein & Manasevit

Attorneys at Law

3105 South Street NW

Washington DC: District of Columbia 20007

b. Individual Performing Services (including address if different from No. 10a) 

Prefix * First Name Middle Name

* Street 1

* City State Zip

Street 2

Michael 

Brustein

Washington DC: District of Columbia 20007

3105 South Street NW

11.

* Last Name Suffix

Information requested through this form is authorized by title 31 U.S.C. section  1352.  This disclosure of lobbying activities is a material representation of fact  upon which 
reliance was placed by the tier above when the transaction was made or entered into.  This disclosure is required pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1352. This information will be reported to 
the Congress semi-annually and will be available for public inspection.  Any person who fails to file the required disclosure shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than 
$10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.

* Signature:

05/13/2020

Stephanie A Papas

*Name: Prefix * First Name
Stephanie

Middle Name

* Last Name
Farland

Suffix

Title: Director, Charter School Division Telephone No.: Date:

  Federal Use Only: Authorized for Local Reproduction 
Standard Form - LLL (Rev. 7-97)

Funding Opportunity Number:ED-GRANTS-012720-001 Received Date:May 13, 2020 06:24:09 PM EDTTracking Number:GRANT13104513
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OMB Number: 1894-0005 
Expiration Date: 04/30/2020NOTICE TO ALL APPLICANTS 

The purpose of this enclosure is to inform you about a new 
provision in the Department of Education's General 
Education Provisions Act (GEPA) that applies to applicants 
for new grant awards under Department programs.  This 
provision is Section 427 of GEPA, enacted as part of the 
Improving America's Schools Act of 1994 (Public Law (P.L.) 
103-382).

To Whom Does This Provision Apply?

Section 427 of GEPA affects applicants for new grant  
awards under this program.   ALL APPLICANTS FOR 
NEW AWARDS MUST INCLUDE INFORMATION IN  
THEIR APPLICATIONS TO ADDRESS THIS NEW 
PROVISION IN ORDER TO RECEIVE FUNDING UNDER  
THIS PROGRAM. 
 

(If this program is a State-formula grant program, a State 
needs to provide this description only for projects or  
activities that it carries out with funds reserved for State-level 
uses.  In addition, local school districts or other eligible 
applicants that apply to the State for funding need to provide 
this description in their applications to the State for funding.  
The State would be responsible for ensuring that the school  
district or other local entity has submitted a sufficient  
section 427 statement as described below.)

What Does This Provision Require?

Section 427 requires each applicant for funds (other than an 
individual person) to include in its application a description of 
the steps the applicant proposes to take to ensure equitable 
access to, and participation in, its Federally-assisted program 
for students, teachers, and other program beneficiaries with 
special needs.  This provision allows applicants discretion in 
developing the required description.  The statute highlights 
six types of barriers that can impede equitable access or 
participation: gender, race, national origin, color, disability, or 
age.  Based on local circumstances, you should determine 
whether these or other barriers may prevent your students, 
teachers, etc. from such access or participation in, the 
Federally-funded project or activity.  The description in your 
application of steps to be taken to overcome these barriers 
need not be lengthy; you may provide a clear and succinct 
description of how you plan to address those barriers that are 
applicable to your circumstances.  In addition, the information 
may be provided in a single narrative, or, if appropriate, may

be discussed in connection with related topics in the 
application.

Section 427 is not intended to duplicate the requirements of 
civil rights statutes, but rather to ensure that, in designing 
their projects, applicants for Federal funds address equity 
concerns that may affect the ability of certain potential 
beneficiaries to fully participate in the project and to achieve 
to high standards.  Consistent with program requirements and 
its approved application, an applicant may use the Federal 
funds awarded to it to eliminate barriers it identifies.

What are Examples of How an Applicant Might Satisfy the 
Requirement of This Provision?

The following examples may help illustrate how an applicant  
may comply with Section 427.  

(1) An applicant that proposes to carry out an adult literacy 
project serving, among others, adults with limited English 
proficiency, might describe in its application how  it intends 
to distribute a brochure about the proposed project to such 
potential participants in their native language.

(2) An applicant that proposes to develop instructional 
materials for classroom use might describe how it will 
make the materials available on audio tape or in braille for 
students who are blind.

(3) An applicant that proposes to carry out a model 
science  program for secondary students and is 
concerned that girls may be less likely than boys to enroll 
in the course, might indicate how it intends to conduct 
"outreach" efforts to girls, to encourage their enrollment.

We recognize that many applicants may already be 
implementing effective steps to ensure equity of access and 
participation in their grant programs, and we appreciate your 
cooperation in responding to the requirements of this 
provision.

Estimated Burden Statement for GEPA Requirements

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless such 
collection displays a valid OMB control number.  Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 
1.5 hours per response, including time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the 
data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.  The obligation to respond to this collection is required to 
obtain or retain benefit (Public Law 103-382).  Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection 
of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to the U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Ave., SW, 
Washington, DC  20210-4537 or email  and reference the OMB Control Number 1894-0005.

Optional - You may attach 1 file to this page.

1238-08_4_GEPA427.pdf View AttachmentDelete AttachmentAdd Attachment

(4) An applicant that proposes a project to increase 
school safety might describe the special efforts it will take 
to address concern of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender students, and efforts to reach out to and 
involve the families of LGBT students.

Funding Opportunity Number:ED-GRANTS-012720-001 Received Date:May 13, 2020 06:24:09 PM EDTTracking Number:GRANT13104513
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Statement Section for Section 427 of GEPA 

The primary purpose of the California Department of Education (CDE) Charter School 

Grant Program (CSP) is to increase access to high-quality education options through 

the development of new or expansion of high-quality schools, increase academic 

performance in underperforming charter schools, and to improve charter school 

oversight practices throughout the state. 

Section 427 of the General Education Provisions Act (GEPA) requires a description of 

the steps the applicant proposes to take to ensure equitable access to, and participation 

in, its Federally-assisted program for students, teachers, and other program 

beneficiaries with special needs. To ensure equitable access, CDE has identified the 

following barriers, solutions, and appropriate resources to allow all stakeholders access: 

1) Barrier: Access to electronic documents by persons with disabilities. 

Solution: The Request for Application is posted on multiple CDE listserv 

databases and meets all 504 Americans with Disabilities (ADA) requirements for 

electronic documents allowing them processed through document readers 

including those used to assist blind applicants. Other considerations will be made 

to ensure the document is readily accessible to traditionally underrepresented 

groups. 

2) Barrier: Access to adequate transportation for students to attend high-quality 

charter schools. 

Solution: As part of the required sub-grant application narrative, all sub-grantees 

will be asked to describe how the school will provide adequate transportation for 

students to and from all school activities. Technical assistance will be provided to 



  

   

    

  

   

   

  

  

 

  

   

 

all applicants on how CSP funding may be used to acquire one-time 

transportation equipment. 

3) Barrier: Access to instructional materials by non-English speakers. 

Solution: The CDE CSP project includes the development of technical 

assistance workshops(mini-grants) to schools serving English Language 

Development (ELD) students. The grant funds will assist with the development 

and dissemination of bilingual materials and resources for students and teachers 

throughout the state. 

4) Barrier: Limited access to technical assistance workshops due to the large 

geographic nature of the state. 

Solution: The CDE project includes regional workshops (North, Central, and 

South) allowing more schools to participate in CSP targeted technical assistance 

workshops. Technical assistance for Authorizers will also be offered in a similar 

format. 



Certification for Contracts, Grants, Loans, and Cooperative Agreements

  
(2) If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for 
influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an 
officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with this Federal 
contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard 
Form-LLL, ''Disclosure of Lobbying Activities,'' in accordance with its instructions.

(3) The undersigned shall require that the language of this certification be included in the award documents 
for all subawards at all tiers (including subcontracts, subgrants, and contracts under grants, loans, and 
cooperative agreements) and that all subrecipients shall certify and disclose accordingly. This certification 
is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction was made or 
entered into. Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for making or entering into this transaction 
imposed by section 1352, title 31, U.S. Code. Any person who fails to file the required certification shall be  
subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure. 

If any funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer  
or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of  
a Member of Congress in connection with this commitment providing for the United States to insure or 
guarantee a loan, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, ''Disclosure of Lobbying 
Activities,'' in accordance with its instructions. Submission of this statement is a prerequisite for making or 
entering into this transaction imposed by section 1352, title 31, U.S. Code. Any person who fails to file the  
required statement shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000  
for each such failure.

* APPLICANT'S ORGANIZATION

* SIGNATURE: * DATE:

* PRINTED NAME AND TITLE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

Suffix:

Middle Name:

* Title:

* First Name:

* Last Name:

Prefix:

CERTIFICATION REGARDING LOBBYING

(1) No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the undersigned, to any  
person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of an agency, a Member of 
Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with 
the awarding of any Federal contract, the making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the  
entering into of any cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or 
modification of any Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement.

The undersigned certifies, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

Statement for Loan Guarantees and Loan Insurance 

The undersigned states, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

CA Department of Education for the State Board of Education

Stephanie

Director, Charter School Division

Farland

Stephanie A Papas 05/13/2020

Funding Opportunity Number:ED-GRANTS-012720-001 Received Date:May 13, 2020 06:24:09 PM EDTTracking Number:GRANT13104513
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION  

FOR THE SF-424

 Zip Code:

 State:

Address:

Prefix: First Name: Middle Name: Last Name:

Phone Number (give area code)

  Street1:

  City:

Suffix:

Email Address:

1. Project Director:

Fax Number (give area code)

2. Novice Applicant:

Are you a novice applicant as defined in the regulations in 34 CFR 75.225 (and included in the definitions page in the attached instructions)?

3. Human Subjects Research:

a.  Are any research activities involving human subjects planned at any time during the proposed Project Period?

b.  Are ALL the research activities proposed designated to be exempt from the regulations?

Provide Exemption(s) #:

Provide Assurance #, if available:

 Street2:

Country:

County:

c.  If applicable, please attach your "Exempt Research" or "Nonexempt Research" narrative to this form as 
indicated in the definitions page in the attached instructions.

Stephanie Farland

1430 N Street

Suite 5401

Sacramento

Sacramento

CA: California

95814-5901

USA: UNITED STATES

Yes No Not applicable to this program

Yes No

Yes

No

1 2 3 4 5 6

Add Attachment Delete Attachment View Attachment

OMB Number: 1894-0007
Expiration Date: 09/30/2020

Funding Opportunity Number:ED-GRANTS-012720-001 Received Date:May 13, 2020 06:24:09 PM EDTTracking Number:GRANT13104513
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Abstract
The abstract narrative must not exceed one page and should use language that will be understood by a range of audiences. 
For all projects, include the project title (if applicable), goals, expected outcomes and contributions for research, policy, 
practice, etc. Include population to be served, as appropriate. For research applications, also include the following:

Theoretical and conceptual background of the study (i.e., prior research that this investigation builds upon and that 
provides a compelling rationale for this study)

Study design including a brief description of the sample including sample size, methods, principals dependent,  
independent, and control variables, and the approach to data analysis.

·
·
·

* Attachment:

[Note: For a non-electronic submission, include the name and address of your organization and the name, phone number and 
e-mail address of the contact person for this project.] 

Research issues, hypotheses and questions being addressed

1234-03_1_proj_abstract.pdf View AttachmentDelete AttachmentAdd Attachment

You may now Close the Form

You have attached 1 file to this page, no more files may be added.  To add a different file, 
you must first delete the existing file.

Funding Opportunity Number:ED-GRANTS-012720-001 Received Date:May 13, 2020 06:24:09 PM EDTTracking Number:GRANT13104513
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CA  Department  of  Education for  State  Board of  Education 2020  CSP  Application  

The 2020 Charter School Program (CSP) project, known as the Public Charter 

School Grant Program (PCSGP) builds upon California’s (CA) past successes and 

proposes new partnerships with districts as well as greater collaboration among high-

performing public schools. CA considers charter schools as part of the public education 

system and is designed to ensure the system is working to benefit our communities. 

The ambitious goal of the PCSGP is to improve academic achievement for all students 

in California public schools, particularly educationally disadvantaged students, and to 

provide technical support to rural communities, new charter school developers, and to 

authorizers, creating a support network for all. 

To achieve this goal, the three-year PCSGP will increase enrollment in high-

quality charter schools, expand the sharing and use of best practices between public 

schools, strengthen charter school authorizer practices, and provide an effective system 

of support. The CA grant pipeline intends to fund up to 60 sub-grants for new or 

expanding high-quality charter schools. Grant funding will be used to provide regional 

workshops up and down the state for public schools and for targeted technical 

assistance to charter school authorizers to develop regional networks, streamline 

oversight procedures including best practices to ensure charter schools are accountable 

for fiscal, operational, and academic performance, and increase understanding of new 

legislative regulations. 

The outcomes of the PCSGP include increased academic achievement for CA 

charter school students, increased number of high-quality charter schools, and 

improved, calibrated charter authorizer practices in CA. 



Project Narrative File(s)

* Mandatory Project Narrative File Filename:

To add more Project Narrative File attachments, please use the attachment buttons below.

1235-04_1_projectnarrative.pdf

View Mandatory Project Narrative FileDelete Mandatory Project Narrative FileAdd Mandatory Project Narrative File

Add Optional Project Narrative File Delete Optional Project Narrative File View Optional Project Narrative File
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PART 4: PROJECT NARRATIVE ........................................................................................2 

History of California Public Charter Schools Grant Program..........................................2 

Competitive Preference Priorities ........................................................................................2 

Selection Criteria.................................................................................................................15 

Quality of the Project Design (a) (1-3) ...........................................................................15 

Quality of the Project Design (a)(2), (a)(3) ....................................................................21 
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PART  4:  PROJECT NARRATIVE  

History  of California  Public  Charter Schools  Grant  Program   

Since 1995, California (CA) has been awarded Charter School Program (CSP) 

grants to implement the Public Charter Schools Grant Program (PCSGP). CSP funds 

have allowed the State Educational Agency (SEA) to provide vital resources to new and 

expanding charter schools and meaningful support for charter school authorizers. Over 

the past 25 years, in a spirit of continuous improvement, CA has worked diligently to 

refine the SEA’s understanding of the assistance and necessary levels of funding that 

best serve the state’s dynamic and diverse charter school sector. Although CA has 

created more charter schools than any other state in the nation (1,283 as of 2018), 

charter school growth has slowed recently due to facility challenges in urban and very 

rural communities; a statewide trend of declining enrollment; pockets of charter school 

saturation; changes in political climate; and shifts in public perception. During the last 

legislative session, CA enacted several bills which significantly change the state’s 

Charter Schools Act of 1992 (state charter school law). Among other things, the recent 

legislation [Assembly Bill (AB) 1505] imposes a multi-year moratorium on 

nonclassroom-based charter schools, an action that will further diminish the pipeline of 

charter schools opening during the 2020 CSP cycle. Other changes made to the state 

charter school law will increase charter school accountability and strengthen eligibility 

requirements for new petition approval and charter school renewals. (See Appendix F3 

– New CA State Legislation) 

Competitive Preference Priorities 

1.  Spurring Investment in Qualified Opportunity  Zones  
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CA charter schools are located in 56 of the state’s 58 counties. Fifty-seven contain 

at least one Qualified Opportunity Zone (QOZ). The number of charter schools varies 

greatly by county. For example, Plumas County has a single charter school, while Los 

Angeles County has 375. For the 2020–23 CSP application, CA will focus on opening 

new charter schools in rural communities and designated QOZs. These areas include 

zones located in: 

• Butte County (9 QOZs), where many schools were destroyed in the 2018 

Camp Fire 

• The Central Valley counties of San Joaquin (20 QOZs), Stanislaus (17 

QOZs), Fresno (47 QOZs), and Kern (35 QOZs), which serve many migrant 

families and English Learners (ELs) 

Through expansion grant funding, CA will invest in the growth of existing, high-

quality charter schools located in population dense QOZs to increase their enrollment 

capacity. These areas include zones located in Los Angeles (274 QOZs), San Diego 

(47 QOZs), and the Greater San Francisco Bay Area (Alameda – 47 QOZs, Contra 

Costa – 17 QOZs, San Francisco – 11 QOZs, Santa Clara – 13 QOZs). (Source: 

https://www.ca-ilg.org/post/where-are-californias-opportunity-zones) 

Technical assistance (TA) efforts to improve low performing charter schools will be 

targeted in these same areas. Through contracts, mini-grants, and collaborative 

agreements with county offices of education (COE), charter school developers, or 

charter support organizations, underperforming charter schools will be provided 

targeted TA to support academic growth, fiscal sustainability, and teacher recruitment 

and retention. 
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To facilitate this priority, the sub-grant application process for Planning, Replication, 

and Expansion funding will include preference points for schools located in the identified 

QOZs. Successful applicants may also apply for additional funding to support 

educationally disadvantaged students at these sites. See Section I(C)(1), p. 38, for 

more information on the sub-grant application process. 

2.  One  Authorized Public  Chartering Agency  Other than a  Local Education 
Agency, or an Appeals  Process  

California has a well-established appeal process for charter schools denied by a 

local district authorizer including two levels of appeals. Although the law prescribing this 

appeal process was amended in 2019 [AB 1505 (Chapter 486, Statutes of 2019, eff. 

date July 1, 2020)], charter schools denied by their local school district or that have their 

authority to operate revoked by their local authorizer will continue to have two avenues 

for appeal. Under AB 1505, if a charter petition is denied or non-renewed by the local 

school district, petitioners may appeal to the county board of education (See Appendix 

F3 – New CA State Legislation). If denied by the county board of education, the 

petitioner may appeal to the State Board of Education (SBE). According to the National 

Association of Charter School Authorizers (NACSA), approximately 88 percent of 

charter schools in CA are authorized by local school districts. 

When a charter  denial,  non-renewal,  or revocation is appealed to the county board 

of  education,  the appellate review  is  de novo,  which entails  an  independent assessment  

of  the charter  petition.  If  the  local  school district  or county  board of  education  approves  

the charter  petition on appeal, then it  becomes the authorizer  with oversight  and 

monitoring responsibilities.  Beginning in July  2020,  the SBE’s  role in considering charter  

appeals will  apply  an abuse of  discretion standard,  which means  that  it  will onl y  reverse 
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the county  board of  education decision if  it  was  not  made in accordance with applicable 

law.  Under  AB  1505,  if the SBE  grants a petition to establish a new  charter  school or  to 

renew  an existing charter  school,  it  must  designate,  in consultation with the petitioner,  

either  the governing board of  the school di strict  or  the county  board of  education where 

the charter  school is located,  as the chartering authority.  

3.  Equitable  Financing  

Local Control Funding Formula   

From its inception, the state charter school law has been designed to provide all 

public school students, both charter and non-charter, with equitable funding. The 

funding model for both non-charter public schools and charter schools in CA underwent 

a major change in 2013 with the implementation of the Local Control Funding Formula 

(LCFF) (See Appendix F6 – CDE Technical Assistance Resources). According to recent 

analysis by the non-partisan Public Policy Institute of California, “[u]nder the LCFF, 

charter schools are on a much more even footing with districts than they were before.” 

The LCFF is designed to reduce longstanding disparities in funding and to improve 

outcomes for high-need students. To achieve this goal, the LCFF formula provides a 

base grant – intended to equalize funding across the state – and augments that base 

grant with supplemental and concentration grants that provide additional funding for 

high-need students. In summary, charter schools and school districts receive the 

following under LCFF: 

• A uniform base grant for each charter school and school district per unit of 

average daily attendance (ADA), based on the grade span of the pupils, i.e. 

kindergarten–grades 3 (K–3), grades 4–6, grades 7–8, and grades 9–12. 
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• An adjustment of 10.4 percent on the base grant amount for K–3. School districts 

are required to make progress toward an average class enrollment of no more 

than 24 pupils in K–3 classes, unless the district has collectively bargained an 

annual alternative average class enrollment in those grades for each school site. 

Charter schools are not required to comply with this condition. 

• An adjustment of 2.6 percent on the base grant amount for grades 9–12; there 

are no compliance requirements associated with this adjustment. 

• A supplemental grant equal to 20 percent of the adjusted base grant multiplied by 

ADA and the unduplicated percentage of targeted disadvantaged pupils. 

Targeted pupils are those classified as EL, meet income requirements to receive 

a free or reduced-price meal (FRPM), foster youth, or any combination of these 

factors (unduplicated count). 

• A concentration grant is equal to 50 percent of the adjusted base grant multiplied 

by ADA and the percentage of targeted pupils exceeding 55 percent of a local 

educational agency’s (LEA) enrollment. 

• Additional “economic recovery target” funding for a small number of charter 

schools and school districts to ensure that virtually all charters and districts are at 

least restored to their pre-recession funding levels (adjusted for inflation). 

• A guaranteed minimum amount of state aid to charter schools and school 

districts based on the amount of state aid they received in 2012–13. 

• The maintenance of Home-to-School Transportation and Targeted Instructional 

Improvement Block Grant funding as add-ons to the adjusted base grants in the 

LCFF target. 
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For most charter schools, the largest source of revenue is the unrestricted funds 

received through LCFF. To begin the flow of state funding for new charter schools and 

to provide funding for additional pupils in expanding charter schools, an alternative data 

collection system, apportionment process, and payment schedule have been 

established. New charter schools are eligible for a Charter School Special Advance of 

LCFF funding in their first year of operation pursuant to Education Code (EC) Section 

47652. Many charter schools also receive in-lieu property taxes from the school district 

in which they are located. The CDE is in charge of calculating the amount of in-lieu of 

property taxes due to the charter schools. New charter schools are also eligible to 

receive approximately 37 percent of their annual LCFF entitlement by the end of 

September. New charter schools also receive Education Protection Account (EPA) 

funding which is a portion of an LEA’s state aid, calculated separately and paid on a 

quarterly basis. See Appendix F for more information on CDE Charter School Funding. 

These funding mechanisms and the alternate systems have been designed to 

ensure charter schools receive funding on par with traditional public schools and in a 

manner that also honors the unique realities and need for timely funding that exist with 

opening and operating a new school. 

4.  Charter School Facilities  

In 2000, California voters approved a statewide initiative measure, known as 

Proposition 39, which is designed to ensure that public school facilities are shared fairly 

among all public school students, including both charter school and non-charter school 

students. To further that goal, Proposition 39 requires that an authorizing school district 
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make “reasonably equivalent” facilities available to charter schools, upon request. 

Proposition 39 is grounded in principles of equity and access. 

EC Section 47614, contained within Proposition 39, requires that school districts 

make available, to all charter schools operating in their school district with projections of 

at least 80 units of ADA, space that will sufficiently accommodate all of the charter’s in-

district students in facilities that are “reasonably equivalent” to other classrooms, 

buildings, or facilities in the district. EC Section 47614(b)(1) states that school districts 

may charge a charter school a pro-rata share of the facilities costs which the school 

district pays for with unrestricted general fund revenues. The pro-rata share is based on 

the ratio of space allocated by the school district to the charter school divided by the 

total space of the district. Charter schools are not subject to other charges for use of the 

facilities. 

The Charter School Facility Program (CSFP) actively supports charter schools by 

assisting with fixed rate, long-term loans with favorable terms established by the state 

rather than capital markets. California has made $1.4 billion in State bond proceeds 

available to charter schools for facilities construction or renovation. The CSFP provides 

charter school facility financing as 50 percent grant and 50 percent loan. Funds may be 

used to finance construction of new, permanent school facilities, rehabilitation of 

existing school district facilities for charter schools, or to rent school district facilities. 

Charter schools may also seek private facility funding options. 

5.  Best Practices  to Improve Struggling Schools  and LEAs   

Charter schools play a vital role in CA by expanding equal educational opportunity 

through numerous educational models and opportunities. These models and 

opportunities serve families and students in search of alternative educational models 
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and also provide an important incubator for approaches to be evaluated for possible 

implementation at traditional public schools and in other charter school settings. For 

example, among the innovative charter school models currently operating in CA are: (1) 

charter schools that outreach to homeless youth with mobile classrooms that deliver 

curriculum, health care, and personal care supports directly to students; (2) credit 

recovery charter schools that enroll students for intensive short-term interventions that 

enable high school graduation and sometimes facilitate a student’s return to a traditional 

public school; (3) charter models that are built around specific career technical 

education pathways; (4) charter schools that have forged strong industry partnerships 

and provide internships and mentoring opportunities to marginalized communities; (5) 

charter models that support medically fragile students and leverage technology for 

reaching students unable to participate in a classroom setting; (6) charter schools that 

are sharing best practices for highly successful full inclusion for students with moderate 

to severe disabilities; and (7) a technology and project-based charter school operating 

their own teacher training college to address the teacher shortage and hosting visiting 

educators from across the state and internationally (See Appendix C – Letters of 

Support). 

To assist with disseminating these best practices, the Every Student Succeeds Act 

(ESSA) and the School Plan for Student Achievement (SPSA) requirements form the 

basis for universal or targeted support and improvement planning. LEAs with schools 

identified as meeting the Criteria for Support and Improvement (CSI) complete the 

prompts located in the Local Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP) Summary 

identifying activities and funding for targeting support and improvement. CA’s CSI is 
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based on a three-tiered framework: (1) general assistance, including resources and 

assistance made available to all local educational agencies; (2) differentiated assistance 

provided by County superintendents, charter authorizers, California Collaborative for 

Educational Excellence (CCEE); and (3) intensive intervention. This third level 

addresses performance issues and lack of improvement over a specified period of time. 

The CDE provides LEAs with a plethora of resources and support using multiple 

modalities. The CDE LCAP webpage includes resources for meeting the state priorities, 

and links to the Quality Schooling Framework (QSF) with tools and practices to guide 

planning and instructional decisions at schools and districts. The QSF was developed 

from a host of research-based programs as evidenced by the QSF References 

webpage (See Appendix F6 – Technical Assistance Resources). 

In addition to the universal support, the CSP project will include peer to peer 

dissemination of best practices to charter schools and authorizers such as Inquiry 

Based Learning to improve academic performance in English language arts (ELA) and 

mathematics (e.g. Inquiry Based Math Stories for Kindergarten Math by Hayward 

Collegiate Charter School, see Appendix C – Letters of Support). Additional 

organizations such as the High Tech Charter Schools [Charter Management 

Organization (CMO)] and School Services of California are contractors committed to 

support the CDE, providing technical services in multiple areas related to improving 

academic achievement, college and career indicators for middle and high schools, and 

increasing graduation and college going rates. (See Appendix C – Letters of Support). 

CA’s CSP State Plan further describes the multiple regional TA workshops, webinars, 

and one-on-one (1:1) support to improve struggling schools through the use of best 
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practices. Middle and high school charters will have opportunities to attend webinars 

and conferences pertaining to College and Career Readiness Standards. All charter 

schools will be provided information on improving academic achievement for 

socioeconomically disadvantaged students through best practices workshops, webinars, 

and county and state conferences. 

Under the new CSP grant, CA will leverage CDE resources, building on the policy 

and tradition to address systemic and tactical needs to increase the likelihood of 

achieving our project mission. 

6.  Serving At-Risk Students   

California’s commitment to supporting at-risk students is engrained in the state 

charter school law, which requires all charter schools to include within their charter 

petition a description of how they will serve and meet the needs of students who are 

academically low achieving students, have disabilities, and/or are learning English. 

California has extended this commitment further by means of the LCAP which all 

charter schools must develop in collaboration with their communities and families. All 

charter schools must draft this three-year plan to describe the goals, actions, services, 

and expenditures that will support positive student outcomes. The LCAP describes 

school supports and actions that support CA’s articulated educational priorities and 

include dropout prevention and recovery, chronic absenteeism, credit recovery, student 

safety, graduation rate, career counseling services, and support for ELs, and foster 

youth (See Appendix F6 – CDE Technical Assistance Resources). In alignment with 

these priorities, the CA CSP project includes an opportunity for sub-grantees to receive 

additional funding for targeted assistance to at-risk students after the first year of 

operation. 
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Because CA is committed to supporting the needs of at-risk students and 

acknowledges that the cost of educating at-risk students may be higher, additional, or 

supplemental, funding is provided through LCFF. This process ensures continuity of 

purpose and targeted resources beyond the term of the grant for schools that serve a 

higher percentage of ELs, students eligible for free and reduced lunch, and foster youth. 

The supplemental funding is provided to support instructional activities and services for 

at-risk students such as hiring additional counselors, classroom assistants, bilingual 

aides, or on after school tutoring. 

As part of the 2020–23 PCSGP sub-grant request for application (RFA), applicants 

will address how the charter school will attract, recruit, admit, enroll, serve, and retain 

educationally disadvantaged students. CSP applicants must provide a description of the 

following: 

• Targeted student population 

• An education plan detailing how student achievement will be supported and 

measured 

• Goals of professional development and teacher training programs 

• How data will inform instruction 

• Program evaluation 

• Instructional strategies that will be used to engage all students 

• Implementation of formative and summative assessments 

CSP funds will be used to support rigorous and innovative instruction designed to 

meet the needs of educationally disadvantaged students and to transform learning 

opportunities. This will include professional development for teachers, purchasing 
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instructional materials to support innovative instructional models, alternative 

assessments, and additional resources to provide supplemental academic support for 

those students performing below standards. 

All CSP sub-grantees must report annually on progress toward achieving the 

academic goals as described in the CSP grant application. Prior to the final closeout of 

each sub-grant, sub-grantees will submit a third-party external evaluation of the school 

program and the effectiveness of their implementation activities. After the first year of 

the sub-grant term, sub-grantees may receive additional CSP funding based on the 

percentage of educationally disadvantaged students being served by the charter school. 

These funds will only be used to support at-risk students enrolled at the charter school. 

7.  Best Practices  for Charter  School Authorizing  

CA charter school authorizers work in partnership with the CDE in charter school 

oversight. In partnership, CDE has taken steps to ensure authorizers implement best 

practices and charter schools are compliant with applicable statutes and regulations. 

For example, through the charter school numbering process, the CDE reviews charter 

school petitions and board minutes to ensure that location requirements are met and 

provides feedback regarding any potential violations of state law. If non-compliant, the 

CDE sends notification to the charter school, the authorizer, and the COE where the 

charter school and authorizer are located (See Appendix F for Authorizer Monitoring 

Resouces). The CDE also tracks petition start and end dates, providing reminders to the 

petitioner and authorizer about pending renewal dates. All authorizers are informed of 

charter schools awarded CSP grant funds. The authorizers are notified and encouraged 

to participate in the sub-grantees monitoring process. In the CSP State Plan, the CDE 

will deliver focused authorizer TA regarding recent education code changes for charter 
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school approval, renewal, and revocation criteria. The TA will be delivered in 

partnership with COEs and charter school authorizer support networks. 

The CDE acknowledges the limitations in CA law governing the authority of CDE to 

require certain practices beyond compliance with applicable statute. However, the CSP 

State Plan provides an opportunity for universal and targeted supports that strengthen 

public chartering agencies through the implementation of best practices for charter 

school authorizing. The Plan considers two approaches: Universal and Targeted. 

Universal approach: 

• Collaboration with COEs and charter authorizing support organizations [e.g. 

Charter Accountability Resource & Support Network (CARSNet)] to elevate 

nationally recognized standards for quality authorizing 

• Publication of nationally recognized standards for quality authorizing 

• Dissemination of standards through available channels 

Targeted approach: 

• Establish a network of charter school authorizers serving rural locations to 

increase authorizers’ knowledge base and capacity to provide quality charter 

oversight (i.e., Rural Network) 

• Facilitate development of a continuous improvement network, in response to 

expressed need from authorizers, for mid-to-large portfolio charter school 

authorizers to share best practices, that reduce redundancy and enhance 

efficiency 
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Selection Criteria  

Quality  of the Project Design  (a)(1-3)  

Rationale: California’s PCSGP objectives support the preparation and opening of 

new high-quality charter schools with planning, implementation, and replication grant 

funds. Grant funding also facilitates increased enrollment at high-quality charter schools 

through expansion grants. To achieve our ambitious goals, the project design is 

anchored by six elements that, in combination, address the systemic and tactical needs 

for meeting the following outcomes: increasing academic performance for all students in 

California public schools by increasing enrollment in high-quality charter schools; 

expanding sharing and use of best practices in all public schools; strengthening 

authorizer practices; and creating an efficient, cohesive system of support. Each 

element below includes a description of the universal and targeted activities included in 

the PCSGP project design. 

Element 1: Support the opening, expansion, and replication of high-quality 

charter schools. 

Universal activities include: 

• Creating preference points for sub-grant applicants to strategically encourage 

charter school growth in rural areas and QOZs and to encourage expansion of 

existing high-quality charter schools (See Appendix F4 – PCSGP Request for 

Application Draft, pp. 11–12) 

• Broadly disseminating the PCSGP’s goals and opportunities through 

presentations at select conferences, such as Educating for Careers, CA Charter 
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Schools Association (CCSA), Charter School Development Center (CSDC); 

multiple listserv databases; and webinar presentations 

Targeted activities include: 

• Proactively reviewing charter performance data to identify charter schools 

meeting high-quality standard 

• Actively engaging with existing high-quality charter schools, raising awareness of 

PCSGP, discussing incentives and needed support 

• Determining which high-quality charter schools have an enrollment lottery/waiting 

list; convening meetings with charter schools and their authorizers to ensure a 

collective understanding of barriers to expansion and the application for an 

expansion grant 

• Building support network/resources 

• Proactively reviewing charter performance data to identify existing charter 

schools where past improvement and trajectory indicate the school will meet 

high-quality standard within two years 

• Providing TA stipends to identified target charter schools to attend regional TA 

workshops. 

Element 2: Develop a cohesive statewide system that supports the opening of 

new charter schools, expansion of existing high-quality schools, and replication 

of high-quality schools that honors charter school autonomy and efficient 

oversight. 

Universal activities include: 
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• Collaborating with CDE Divisions to support sub-grantees and charter schools 

with developing LCAP reports, California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data 

System (CALPADS) accuracy requirements, Pupil Estimates for New or 

Significantly Expanding Charters (PENSEC) reporting for all federal funding, 

Special Education requirements, and student nutrition programs 

• Pre-award TA activities for PCSGP applicants: 

o Providing TA on writing a PCSGP application at charter school association 

conferences, webinars, and COEs, with the goal of improving the quality of 

CSP sub-grant applications and improving communication with 

stakeholders about funding opportunities 

o Providing sub-grantee required webinars on fiscal reporting requirements, 

federal monitoring requirements, and student record accountability 

requirements 

Targeted activities include: 

• Holding face-to-face office hours at state conferences such as the CSDC or 

CCSA conferences 

• Reviewing student data and compliance support 

• Conducting informal site visits for providing 1:1 technical support 

Element 3: Supporting charter schools in LEAs with a significant number of 

schools identified by CDE for CSI [I(A)(7)]. 

Universal activities include: 

• Collaborating across divisions at CDE to deliver continuous support to CSI 

charter schools 
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• Collaborating with the CDE College and Career Transition Division for TA to 

improve college and career indicators (See Appendix F6 – CDE Technical 

Assistance Resources) 

• Collaborating with CDE EL programs to support academic performance for EL 

students (See Appendix F6 – CDE Technical Assistance Resources) 

Targeted activities include: 

• Improving academic achievement in alignment with the Collaboration Toolkit 

(District Charter Collaboration – https://www.wested.org/wp-

content/uploads/2019/04/resource-district-charter-schools-toolkit.pdf). The 

PCSGP proposes awarding up to 15 mini-grants to high-quality charter schools, 

COEs, and LEAs for targeted assistance on the following topics: 

1. College and Career Readiness: to increase college and career 

preparedness for middle and high school students, increase high school 

graduation rates, inform schools about state and federal funding for Career 

Technical Education. PCSGP funding will be designated to LEAs, charter 

schools, or COEs with a proven track record of academic success such as 

High Tech High Charter School (See Appendix C – Letters of Support). 

2. Improving Academic Achievement for underperforming students in ELA and 

math for all students in CA: these assistance opportunities will include three 

regional workshops (North, Central, and South) per year to deliver best 

practices from high-quality charter schools, professional development from 

COEs, and CDE staff. The regional workshops will be funded by the 

previously mentioned mini-grants for TA. 

CA State Board of Education Page 18 of 65 

https://www.wested.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/resource-district-charter-schools-toolkit.pdf
https://www.wested.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/resource-district-charter-schools-toolkit.pdf


      

         

        

      

  

           

     

        

     

 

 

      

    

      

     

      

 

 

   

        

    

      

    

        

• Three regional workshops (North, Central, and South): these workshops will be 

facilitated by CDE staff who will secure venues, invite attendees, and coordinate 

subject matter experts who will provide targeted TA as described in the CA 

2020–23 CSP State Plan (Objective 4). 

• Facilitation of Critical Friends Site Visits: these visits will provide impartial peer-

to-peer feedback about site management, education program delivery, and 

assessment through campus visits from fellow charter school operators. 

Element 4: Supporting the use of charter schools to improve struggling schools 

or turn around struggling charter and traditional schools. 

Targeted activities include: 

• Awarding up to 15 mini-grants to high-quality charter schools to disseminate best 

practices to struggling charter and non-charter schools; schools will be selected 

based on annual CA School Dashboard (Dashboard) performance indicators 

(See Appendix C – Letters of Support) 

Element 5: Developing and strengthening a cohesive statewide strategy to 

encourage collaboration and share best practices between schools. [I(A)(9), 

I(B)(2)]. 

Universal activities include: 

• Disseminating best practice opportunities through multiple CDE listservs to all CA 

superintendents, COEs, charter schools, and districts 

• Disseminating subject and grade level appropriate conferences developed by the 

CDE to be distributed to all schools in CA.; examples include the Educating for 

Careers Conference, CA League of Schools, Annual Equity Joint Special 
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Populations Advisory Committee Conference, Association for Supervision and 

Curriculum Development Empower20 Conference 

• Sharing and using best practices to Foster Collaboration Between District and 

Charter Schools (District Charter Collaboration – https://www.wested.org/wp-

content/uploads/2019/04/resource-district-charter-schools-toolkit.pdf) 

• Collaborating between CDE Divisions to support all schools, including 

development of LCAP reports, CALPADS accuracy requirements, PENSEC 

reporting for all federal funding, Special Education requirements, and student 

nutrition programs 

Targeted activities include: 

• Providing regional TA workshops to develop local networks of support facilitated 

by CDE staff, to include facilitating Problems of Practice conversations to assist 

struggling schools 

Element 6: Disaster Preparedness Distance Learning Best Practices: Devastating 

wild fires and the COVID-19 Pandemic have caused significant challenges for 

California schools, students, and families. 

Targeted activities include: 

• Sharing proven best practices for serving students who are displaced or 

prevented from attending school due to an emergency including: 

o Leveraging technology to meet the needs of the most vulnerable students, 

particularly students with disabilities 
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• Sharing practices of high performing nonclassroom-based charter schools, such 

as Classical Academy Charter School, to traditional and charter school LEAs to 

create temporary online models during a time of crisis 

• Mini-grants awarded to schools to provide guidance, resources, and build 

capacity in order to support all schools that must temporarily transition to a 

technology-based program 

Quality of the Project Design (a)(2), (a)(3) 

The PCSGP includes ambitious, yet achievable, outcomes. It includes aligned and 

objective performance measures and methods of evaluation that will provide feedback 

and summative assessment of program success. The design of the PCSGP builds on 

the Elements and associated activities articulated in the prior section and the Logic 

Model (page 31). 

Based on the state priorities and the project rationale, the CA SBE established the 

following CSP Objectives and Performance Measures: 

CSP Objective 1: Provide financial assistance for up to 45 new and/or replication 

high-quality charter schools and the expansion of up to 15 high-quality charter 

schools over a 36-month time period (20 grant awards per year) (See Project 

Award Pipeline, page 25). 

• Performance Measure 1A: The number of CSP sub-grants awarded over the 36-

month time period; 1B: The number of supplemental grants awarded over the 36-

month time period 

• Reporting: At least one time per year, at the conclusion of award cycle 
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CSP Objective 2: Based on the 2018–19 CA statewide assessment data, annually 

increase the number of CA charter schools meeting high-quality standards by 10 

percent over the term of the grant. NOTE: Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, the 

data collection has been revised to reflect the 2018–19 academic year. 

• Performance Measure 2A: The number of charter schools meeting the definition 

of a high-quality charter school as defined in the CA CSP Application; 2B: The 

number of CSP sub-grantees completing fiscal, governance, and leadership 

training in the first year of operation; 2C: The number of CSP sub-grantees self-

reporting standards met in all local indicators: Implementation of Academic 

Standards, Parent and Family Engagement, Local Climate Survey, and Access 

to a Broad Course of Study on the Dashboard 

• Reporting: At least once per year 

CSP Objective 3: Based on 2018–19 CA statewide assessment data, annually 

increase academic achievement for all CA charter school students in ELA and 

mathematics by five percent for three consecutive years. NOTE: Due to the 

COVID-19 Pandemic, the data collection has been revised to reflect the 2018–19 

academic year. 

• Performance Measures 3A–B: The percent of fourth and eighth-grade charter 

school students who are achieving at or above the proficient level on State 

assessments in mathematics on the California Assessment of Student 

Performance and Progress (CAASPP); 3C–D: The percent of fourth and eighth 

grade charter school students who are achieving at or above the proficient level 

on State assessments in reading/language arts on the CAASPP; 3E–F: The 
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percent of fourth and eighth grade charter school students who are performing at 

or above non-charter students on mathematics; 3G–H: The percent of fourth and 

eighth grade charter school students who are performing at or above non-charter 

students on reading/language arts 

• Reporting: At least once per year 

CSP Objective 4: Over the term of the grant award, provide TA to at least 15 

charter schools per year via three annual regional workshops (North, Central, and 

South), regarding best practices for improving academic achievement for all 

students. 

• Performance Measure 4A: The number of charter schools attending regional 

workshops annually 

• Reporting: Bi-annual (descriptive, qualitative, and quantitative feedback) 

CSP Objective 5: Over the term of the grant, provide TA to 90 percent of CSP sub-

grantees including participation in webinars, on-site trainings, phone calls, and 

attendance at CDE conference presentations. 

• Performance Measure 5A: The number of CSP sub-grantees attending at least 

one TA event annually 

• Reporting: Bi-annual (descriptive, qualitative and quantitative feedback) 

CSP  Objective 6:  Over  the  term  of  the  grant  award, provide  TA  on best practices 

and new charter school legislation to 50  percent  or more  of  charter school 

authorizers.  

CA State Board of Education Page 23 of 65 



      

    

   

      

   

 

    

 

       

     

        

       

  

        

  

       

      

      

   

      

   

        

      

• Performance Measure 6A: Number of authorizers participating in TA with 

contractors annually; 6B: Number of authorizers self-reporting change in practice 

or policy as a result of TA 

• Reporting: Bi-annual (descriptive, qualitative, and quantitative feedback) 

Expected Outcomes 

The following is a summary of the expected outcomes for the CA 2020–23 CSP grant 

project: 

• The addition of 45 new charter schools and the expansion of 15 high-quality 

charter schools in CA (Obj. 1) 

• Increase in the number of high-quality charter schools (Obj. 2) 

• Increased enrollment opportunities for all students to attend high-quality schools 

(Obj. 2) 

• Decrease in the number of schools eligible to receive continuous support (Obj. 2, 

4, 5) 

• Increase access and support for disadvantaged student subgroups attending CA 

charter schools (Obj. 2, 4, 5) 

• Improve academic achievement on the CAASPP statewide assessments in ELA 

and mathematics (Obj. 3) 

• Increase consistent charter authorizer review of charter school petitions and 

standardization of oversight practices (Obj. 6) 

Projected Award Pipeline (Objective 1)  

Under the 2016–19 CSP award, CA awarded 105 sub-grants: 96 new school grants 

(Planning and Implementation), 1 replication grant, and 8 expansion grants. The 
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pipeline proposal for the 2020–23 CSP grant term is to award up to 60 sub-grants over 

a 36-month time period. The pipeline reduction aligns with the decrease in newly 

approved charter school petitions; the new sub-grant applicant requirement for non-

profit organizations operating more than one school to meet the definition of a high-

quality charter organization to be eligible for replication funding; and the moratorium on 

new nonclassroom-based charter schools. To meet CSP Objective 1, the CDE will hold 

a minimum of one grant competition per fiscal year of the grant. Each sub-grantee will 

have a maximum grant term of 36 months. If needed, the state will add additional grant 

competitions to meet the projected pipeline. 

The PCSGP project includes four types of funding. Planning grants are for schools 

not currently serving students and cannot exceed 18 months. Implementation grants are 

for schools in the first year of operation. Replication grants are for high-quality charter 

organizations operating more than one charter school seeking to expand their current 

programs to a new campus. Expansion grants are for existing high-quality charter 

schools who are adding grade levels or expanding the student population by more than 

25 percent of the current enrollment. 

Table 1: PCSGP Proposed Pipeline 

Fiscal Year 2020–21 

Year 1 

2021–22 

Year 2 

2022–23 

Year 3 

# of Planning and Implementation (P/I) 

Awards* 

7 Awards 7 Awards 7 Awards 

# of Replication (R) Awards 8 Awards 8 Awards 8 Awards 

# of Expansion (E) Awards 5 Awards 5 Awards 5 Awards 

CA State Board of Education Page 25 of 65 



      

  
   

     

   

      

  

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

 

  

   

  

  

 

 

 

 

      

    

     

       

      

Total Awards Per Fiscal Year 20 
Awards 

20 
Awards 

20 
Awards 

Table 1 shows the proposed PCSGP pipeline for new, replication, and expansion grant 

awards. The proposed pipeline categories for planning, implementation and replication 

funding are intentionally flexible to ensure CA is meeting the needs of applicants and 

specific student interests. 

Table 2: PCSGP Funding Levels 

Grant Type Planning Only 

(Not to Exceed 18 

Months) 

Implementation and 

Replication Only 

(Not to Exceed 36 

Months) 

Implementation add-

on funding for 

Planning sub-grants 

Funding 

Level 

Up to $100,000 Year 1 up to $300,000 

Year 2 up to $200,000 

Year 3 up to $100,000 

Replication Applicants 

will not eligible for 

planning grants. 

Year 1 up to $300,000 

Year 2 up to $200,000 

Planning plus 

Implementation term 

cannot exceed 36 

months. 

Expansion Grant: Up to $300,000 for up to 36 months ($100,000 per year). 

Table 2 shows the proposed funding levels for each sub-grant type. Total funding for 

new and replication sub-grants is up to $600,000. Expansion sub-grant funding is up to 

$300,000. Funding levels for each grant type were informed by the ability of previous 

CA sub-grantees to expend grant funds on a reimbursement basis. 
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The 2020–23 PCSGP objectives provide the framework for the project tasks, 

outcomes, and deliverables. The CSP grant funds will provide funding to new and 

expanding charter schools to purchase educational materials and equipment, fund one-

time start-up costs associated with starting a new school, provide professional 

development funds, and provide the funds necessary to develop sound internal 

assessment tools to monitor student academic progress. The TA funds will support the 

CDE staff to deliver focused support to charter schools to improve academic 

achievement, thereby increasing the number of high-quality charter schools. CSP 

funding and collaborative agreements with charter school authorizer support networks 

will be used to establish standardized authorizer practices under the new charter school 

legislation. 

Definition of High-Quality Charter School (Objective 2) 

A high-quality charter school, as defined by Section 4310(3) of the Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act (ESEA), as amended by the ESSA, means a charter school 

that: shows evidence of strong academic results, which may include strong student 

academic growth, as determined by a State; has no significant issues in the areas of 

student safety, financial and operational management, or statutory or regulatory 

compliance; has demonstrated success in significantly increasing student academic 

achievement, including graduation rates where applicable, for all students served by the 

charter school; and has demonstrated success in increasing student academic 

achievement, including graduation rates where applicable, for each of the subgroups of 

students, as defined in ESEA 1111(c)(2), except that such demonstration is not required 

in a case in which the number of students in a group is insufficient to yield statistically 
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reliable information or the results would reveal personally identifiable information about 

an individual student. 

With the adoption of the July 2018, CA ESSA plan, the CDE uses the Dashboard, an 

online tool that shows how LEAs and schools are performing on the state and local 

indicators included in California's school accountability system. The Dashboard provides 

multiple data points and performance measures to determine evidence of strong 

academic results. On the Dashboard, a school’s, LEA’s, or student group's performance 

on a state measure is graphically displayed by a gauge, with five different colored 

segments. Red represents the lowest performance followed by Orange, Yellow, Green, 

and Blue, which represents the highest performance level. 

The CDE defines strong academic results as: 

• Received the two highest performance levels schoolwide on all state indicators, 

which is all Blue or Green, OR 

• Received performance levels schoolwide and for a majority of subgroups that are 

the same or higher than the state average on the academic performance 

indicators—test-based indicators for ELA and math, the English Language 

Progress Indicator, and the College and Career Indicator 

Additionally, all sub-grantees must demonstrate how the school will comply with the 

requirements of Senate Bill (SB) 126 (Chapter 3, Statutes of 2019). These definitions 

are in alignment with AB 1505 charter school renewal criteria and can be used to 

identify schools eligible for expansion and replication funding. See Appendix F2 – 

Definitions for CA CSP Application for examples of a high-quality and a low performing 

charter school as seen on the Dashboard. 
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Methods of Evaluation  

The 2020–23 PCSGP is intentionally aligned with the 10 state priorities and the 

LCFF to leverage existing data collection (qualitative and quantitative) and evaluation 

routines. In instances where Objectives and Performance Measures include metrics that 

are not currently part of CA’s data collection system, efficient methods of collection, 

evaluation, and reporting will be developed. 

In addition to the state indicators, the state collects local self-reported data, known 

as local indicators, to measure progress, encourage transparency, and allow schools 

and districts an opportunity for concentrated self-reflection. Local indicators include the 

following information: basic conditions (teacher qualifications, safe and clean buildings, 

and textbooks for all students); implementation of academic standards; access to a 

broad course of study; school climate surveys; and parent involvement and 

engagement. The ability to track charter school performance on state and local 

measures ensures CA’s ability to provide data driven information. 

Through SBE-adopted self-reflection tools, charter schools and LEAs report their 

progress within each priority area through the Dashboard. Charter schools and LEAs 

are able to base their local planning and improvement efforts on local progress 

information. The data collected from the CSP sub-grantees on state and local measures 

will allow CDE to target TA projects and to encourage identified high-quality schools to 

expand or replicate their programs to meet community demands. 

TA and capacity building activities will be evaluated using participant feedback and 

self-reported changes in practice or policy following capacity building activities. The 

PCSGP project design supports continuous improvement. Qualitative and quantitative 
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data will be analyzed by CDE PSCGP staff to improve the effectiveness of capacity 

building activities, identify participant barriers to full engagement/participation, and make 

necessary mid-course adjustments to future programming such as including a change in 

modality (from in-person to web-based). The goal of capacity building activities is 

improved practice. To quantify changes to practice or policy, the PCSGP staff will 

present opportunities for participants to share changes they made in response to 

capacity building activities. Changes in practice will provide the PCSGP staff with 

possible case studies to disseminate more broadly. 

The following page outlines California’s Logic Model for the CSP Application. The 

Logic Model provides the intended activities, outcomes, and factors during the term of 

the CSP grant. 
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Logic Model  for the  2020-23  CA  Public Charter School Grant Program  
Need: Increase academic achievement for all students in CA by increasing the enrollment opportunities at high quality 

charter schools. 

Input 
Outputs Activities 

Short & Intermediate 
Outcomes 

Impact 
Long Term Outcomes 

Resources to leverage for the 
2020-23 CA PCSGP: 
• Existing High-Quality Charter 

Schools 
• County Offices of Education 
• Multiple CDE Federal 

Program Staff Members 
• Charter School Authorizer 

Support Network (CARSNET) 
• CA State Legislature 
• CDE Data Management 

Systems 
• Charter School Authorizers 
• Charter School Division Staff 
• Other CA state agencies 

impacting charter schools 

• Conduct annual sub-grant 
competition for new, 
replication, and expansion 
funding 

• Technical assistance to 
PCSGP Sub-grantees 

• Technical assistance regional 
workshops for all charter 
schools and non-charter 
schools. 

• Conduct monitoring of PCSGP 
sub-grantees 

• Technical assistance 
workshops for charter 
authorizers 

• Development of Rural 
Authorizer Network to enhance 
support and efficiency 

• Increase the number of high-
quality schools by 45 and 
expand15 charter schools 

• Improved academic achievement 
for students in CA schools 

• Charter school students out 
performing peers from non-
charter schools 

• Improved access to high quality 
schools for all students in CA 

• Improved charter authorizer 
practices and oversight 

• Reduce redundancy of work for 
authorizers 

Short Term (Years 1-2) 
• CSP Sub-grants awarded (Obj 1A)) 
• Additional support provided for educationally 

disadvantaged students (Obj 1B) 
• Sub-grant Cohorts complete Leadership, 

Fiscal and Governance Training (Obj 2B) 
• Regional Technical Assistance workshops 

attended by at least 15 charter schools (Obj 
4A) 

• 90% of Sub-grant cohorts attend CDE 
technical assistance events (Obj 5A) 

• Contract with two Charter Authorizer 
Technical Assistance Provider (Obj 6A) 

• Charter authorizer best practices 
implemented by 50% of charter authorizers 
(Obj 6B) 

Intermediate Term (Years 3-5) 
• Increased number of high-quality charter 

schools (Obj 2A) 
• Increased number of charter schools meeting 

local indicators (Obj 2C) 
• Increase in the number of schools increasing 

academic achievement in ELA and 
Mathematics (Obj 3) 

1. Increase in the number 
of high-quality schools 
(Obj 2) 

2. Improved academic 
achievement for all 
charter school students 
(Obj 3) 

3. Consistent Charter 
Authorizer practices 
(Obj 6) 

Assumptions 
1. Future CA legislation does not further restrict the formation of new charter schools. 
2. The CSP Program will be continue to be funded at the federal level 

External Factors 

1. Availability of appropriate facilities for new charter schools. 
2. Possible reduction in CA population as families move to other states 
3. Changes in Legislation 
4. Collaboration with Charter School Support Associations, COE’s, Charter School Authorizers, and CARSNET 
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Quality  of Eligible  Sub-grant  Applicants  (b)  

Informing Stakeholders  about  Funding Opportunities  [I(A)(2)]  

Charter school developers, existing charter schools, and charter school authorizers 

are informed about the availability of CSP funds through multiple listserv databases. 

CDE listservs send email announcements to COEs, Superintendents, Charter School 

Administrators, and the public. Announcements are also sent to charter school support 

organizations and charter school authorizer support networks. For the 2020–23 project, 

the CDE will include announcements to previous CSP sub-grantees regarding TA and 

available expansion funding. Included in the grant funding announcement are dates and 

contact information for TA support workshops, webinars, and 1:1 support from CDE 

Education Program Consultants (EPCs) and Fiscal Analysts. 

State Entity Sub-grant Application and Competitive Process [I(C)(1)] 

For the 2020–23 grant term, the PCSGP RFA has been redesigned to align with the 

new project objectives, increasing grant budgetary justifications to align with the Local 

Control Accountability Measures and revising replication application requirements to 

align with the CA definition for high-quality charter schools. The RFA includes a detailed 

four-point scoring rubric used in evaluating the quality of the application. 

Additional preference points (up to three points) will be awarded for applicants 

demonstrating the following: (1) evidence of a signed facility agreement, (2) a school 

site located in targeted QOZs or rural community (See Competitive Preference Priority 

1, page 2), (3) establishment of a new charter high school, and (4) location in a district 

or county with less than 10 publicly funded charter schools. 

The PCSGP sub-grant application requires descriptive narrative responses to all of 

the elements below: 
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1. Charter school identifies a governance structure description including the 

following: 

a. The level of autonomy the school has from the authorizer and CMO, if 

applicable; 

b. Roles and responsibilities of any partner organizations with a description of 

administrative and contractual roles; 

c. Expected student demographics, including grade level or ages of children to 

be served, ethnicity, and educationally disadvantaged populations; 

d. Proposed staffing for the school, including number of teachers, counselors, 

administration, etc.; 

e. Governance structure for the site, including details on who will manage the 

grant budget, expenditures, and the expenditure approval process; 

f. How the applicant will build capacity in the areas of governance and fiscal 

training for all site leaders and board members; 

g. The notification and admissions process, including lottery preferences and 

the application process [I(A)(8)] 

2. Description of the educational program including the following: 

a. How the program is unique to the region where the school will be located; 

b. Curriculum and instruction practices, including subject and academic 

content; 

c. Evidence of research-based decision making; 

d. Schoolwide and student sub-group performance objectives and the methods 

of assessment [I(G)] 
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3. Description of how the school will target funding for Building a High-Quality 

Charter School: 

a. How grant funds will be used to address the state priorities of teacher 

recruitment and retention, teacher professional development, curriculum, 

instruction, culture, and climate; 

b. How grant funds will be used to address the needs of educationally 

disadvantaged students, including compliance with the Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), reclassification of ELs, and equitable 

access to enroll in the school, including transportation to the school [I(E)]; 

c. Description of a well-developed sustainability plan, including staff capacity 

building and establishing sustainable funding levels using state, federal, and 

private funding beyond the term of the grant, student record retention, and 

transfer processes; 

d. Equitable access for all students, including those who do not have access to 

technology at home; 

e. Instructional improvement systems to provide teachers and administrators 

with meaningful and actionable data to manage continuous instructional 

improvement; 

f. How the applicant will comply with IDEA requirements and reclassification of 

ELs; 

g. Plan to provide educationally disadvantaged students equal access to enroll 

in the charter school and participate in all school programs 
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4. Description of community engagement activities and processes to address the 

following: 

a. Parent and community involvement in the planning, program design, and 

implementation of the school; development of the school climate and 

culture; and providing feedback on student progress; 

b. Chronic absenteeism, middle and high school dropout, and high school 

graduation rates; 

c. Student discipline and safety plans including intervention programs to 

reduce suspension and expulsion rates 

5. Budget and detailed budget narrative are required along with a realistic, aligned, 

timeline of tasks to be completed 

6. Additional supporting documentation required for all applicants, including 

resumes for all board members and charter school developers named in the 

application, and a copy of the Memorandum of Understanding between the 

charter school and the authorizing agency 

The PCSGP sub-grantees will also have an opportunity for additional supplemental 

funding (Higher Grant Award) to increase targeted support for educationally 

disadvantaged students. Sub-grantees may be awarded up to an additional $100,000 

based on the percentage of educationally disadvantaged students being served in the 

first year of operation (See Appendix F4 – PCSGP Request for Application Draft). All 

sub-grantees must submit enrollment reports by the end of October along with a budget 

proposal demonstrating how the additional funds will be used to support these students. 

PCSGP Application Review Process [I(C)(2)] 

CA State Board of Education Page 35 of 65 



      

      

     

      

       

    

   

      

    

   

    

       

        

      

      

     

    

      

         

      

     

    

        

To overcome the challenges of geography, travel costs, and time allotments, CA has 

instituted remote peer reviewer scoring, resulting in reduced travel costs and an 

increase in the number of peer reviewers participating in the process. For the 2020–23 

PCSGP, peer reviewer trainings will include a one-day in-person workshop (if possible) 

and online webinar trainings to ensure strong calibration of PCSGP application scores. 

Based on feedback received in the 2016–19 CSP Monitoring Report, training for peer 

reviewers will be expanded to assure more consistent scoring of applications. All 

trainings will include the collective scoring of a common application using a consensus 

process to create normed application scores, followed by the scoring of applications in 

small groups to reinforce normed scores. 

Peer reviewers are all volunteers, representing a variety of stakeholders including 

school districts, COE, and charter school operators or employees. All reviewers submit 

an individual peer reviewer application and conflict of interest agreement. Due to the 

size of the state and to minimize any conflicts of interest, applications are assigned to 

reviewers based on north and south designations, i.e. a southern CA application is 

assigned to a northern CA reviewer. Applications are scored by two peer reviewers. If 

scores are not aligned, the CDE facilitates a discussion between reviewers to come to a 

consensus on the scores. If no consensus is reached, a third peer reviewer will score 

the application. The peer reviewers record scores and provide feedback to the applicant 

on areas deemed inadequate for funding purposes. The identities of peer reviewers are 

not revealed to grant applicants. 

Support for Development of New Charter High Schools [I(A)(13)] 
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In addition to the preference points noted, the CDE will support the development of 

new charter high schools through the same PCSGP application process. Additional 

support will be provided to high schools in the following areas: (a) high school 

graduation requirements for charter schools; (b) new teacher credentialing requirements 

under AB 1505; and (c) college and career readiness workshops. 

Transportation Needs of Students [I(E)] 

With the passing of ESSA, PCSGP sub-grantees are now allowed to purchase 

vehicles to aid in transporting students to and from school. Through a waiver from the 

United States Department of Education (ED), the CDE was able to implement this new 

allowable expense for the 2016–19 CSP grant award. To ensure sub-grantees were 

making approved claims, the CDE required all schools who submitted a request to 

purchase a transport vehicle to provide evidence of governing board approval to 

purchase the vehicles and assume all insurance and maintenance costs associated with 

the purchases. 

Diverse Charter School Models [I(G)] 

Inherent in the charter model is the flexibility to innovate through diverse school 

models. CDE honors this intent and is agnostic to type of charter school model, but 

does require charter school models to be based upon a strong foundation of research or 

evidence. The intent of CA charter law is to strengthen and support unique, diverse 

charter school models. Beginning July 1, 2020, charter school petitions will be required 

to describe how the school and the education program are unique to the community 

where the school intends to locate. To further enhance this, PCSGP applicants must 

describe how the education program will recruit, serve, and retain a diverse population 
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of students, both ethnically, academically, and socioeconomically. Preference points will 

be awarded to applicants located in rural areas and areas with QOZs. 

The PCSGP management plan includes a timeline with dates and persons 

responsible for each activity. The plan includes the dates for data collection events, TA 

activities, and meeting all federal reporting requirements (See Appendix F4 – PCSGP 

Request for Application Draft). 

State Plan (c)(1) Adequately Monitor Eligible Applicants 

Monitoring of Eligible Applicants [I(A)(6)] 

All PCSGP sub-grantees are required to report to the CDE at least quarterly and are 

continuously evaluated using multiple measures: fiscal expenditures, funding 

sustainability, application objectives, and compliance with state and federal laws. 

Fiscal monitoring of sub-grantees begins with a thorough review of the RFA budget 

and budget narrative. CDE staff work with sub-grantees to develop a budget that meets 

the purpose and intent of the project. When the budgets have been approved by the 

CDE, sub-grantees can begin submitting quarterly expense reports (QER) for 

reimbursement. QERs are required reports that must be filed (even if filing $0 

reimbursement) with a detailed general ledger report for all items in the claim. Only after 

a thorough review of the detailed general ledger reports are payments approved for 

processing. 

Sustainability monitoring is conducted through multiple reporting requirements: RFA 

narrative, CDE required attendance reporting, and independent audit reports. The 

2020–23 PCSGP applicants will be required to describe funding used by the school 

beyond the term of the grant. These funds can be verified by CDE staff through 

independent audit reports submitted to the CDE and through the LCAP reports 
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submitted to the COEs. All sub-grantees are required to have a minimum enrollment of 

80 students by the end of the first year of operation. Under previous CSP awards, the 

CDE required a minimum starting enrollment of 50. Data from previous PCSGP sub-

grantees illustrates that schools with an enrollment of fewer than 100 students are far 

less likely to be sustainable beyond the term of the grant. 

The PCSGP application timeline activities for sub-grantees are monitored through 

the annual performance reports submitted each year. Sub-grantees are required to 

provide yearly action plan status updates. 

The CDE CSD conducts annual, in-depth site and desk monitoring reviews for up to 

25 percent of all sub-grantees. CDE uses a PCSGP Monitoring Instrument (See 

Appendix F5 – Sub-grantee Monitoring Process Documents) similar to those used by 

other federal programs monitored by the CDE. The CDE selects schools for monitoring 

by establishing a list of at-risk schools based on the following criteria: 

1. Did the school receive a supplemental grant award for serving educationally 

disadvantaged students? 

2. Is the school part of a CMO? 

3. Has the school missed fiscal reporting deadlines? (Late QERs) 

4. Did the school submit non-allowable charges in the QERs? 

5. Did the school fail to meet the enrollment target in the first year of operation? 

Schools are ranked based on the total number of positive responses on the above 

criteria. Sub-grantees selected for monitoring review are notified, along with the 

authorizing district, at the beginning of the school year. The CDE provides additional 

information regarding required TA trainings and general monitoring instrument 
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assistance to all sub-grantees selected for monitoring. Authorizers are encouraged to 

attend the monitoring review. 

The in-depth monitoring review includes a review of the school’s educational 

program; governance structure; policies and procedures; notifications and admissions 

practices; recruitment and outreach strategies; dissemination of academic achievement 

to stakeholders; parent and community involvement; and support for educationally 

disadvantaged students. During site visits, CDE staff also verify the inventory of 

equipment purchased using CSP funds. 

Following the review of evidence collected online or through site visit interviews and 

observations, the CDE staff prepares a post-monitoring response to the school 

indicating any findings of non-compliance with statutory grant goals and objectives. 

Sub-grantees with findings are put on payment hold until all findings are cleared. Failure 

to clear findings may result in grant cancellation and the school being invoiced for all 

grant funds received. 

The CDE staff will continue to require a third-party external review for all sub-

grantees as part of the closeout requirement. The external review provides an 

evaluation of the school’s program, academic achievements, governance structure, and 

fiscal sustainability. Final payment of the grant is reduced by 10 percent for all schools 

failing to provide the third-party review. Schools with negative reports are offered TA 

workshops to address areas of concern. This requirement enhances the CDE staff’s 

ability to monitor sub-grantees. 

Charter school authorizers provide the CDE with additional monitoring resources 

such as annual site visit reports, charter school LCAP/budgets, and enrollment 

CA State Board of Education Page 40 of 65 



      

         

    

     

      

    

   
     

      

     

       

 

 

   

 

 

       

 

 

       

   

    

        

 

      

        

      

       

verification reports. Additionally, all public schools in CA, including charter schools, are 

required to complete an annual independent audit. These reports are shared with the 

authorizer and the CDE School Fiscal Services Division (SFSD). The CDE CSD staff 

also review these reports for all sub-grantees. 

Table 3: PCSGP Sub-grantee Monitoring Event Timeline 

Activities Frequency Duration 
Quarterly Expenditure Reports 4 times per year Term of the grant 

Annual Performance Report 1 per year Term of the grant 

Enrollment Reports 1 per year Term of the grant 

Site/Desk Monitoring Review 1 per term of the grant One time 

Required Participation in Fiscal 

Training Webinar 

Year one of the grant 

award. 

One time 

Third Party External Review Report By the end of the grant 

term 

One time 

The table above describes monitoring activities, how often they are completed, and for 

how long. 

Meeting the Needs of All Students [I(A)(10)] 

All sub-grantees must demonstrate how they will meet the needs of all students, 

including children with disabilities and ELs though the PCSGP application process. The 

application requires a description of the educational program and a description of how 

grant funds will be used to support special populations. The CDE staff follow-up with 

sub-grantees through the site and desk reviews, LCAP reviews, and monitoring of 

statewide assessment data for all sub-groups via the Dashboard. Charter school 
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authorizers also monitor the educational program as part of the authorizers’ oversight 

duties. 

State  Plan (c)(2)  Work  with Charter  Authorizing Agencies  

The PCSGP provides the CDE with an opportunity to expand support for authorizers 

across the state by encouraging and supporting quality practices (See Competitive 

Preference Priority 7, page 13). One aspect of quality authorizing practice1 is ensuring 

that charter schools and their authorizers, as well as the state, remain aware of the 

demands placed on schools and always seek opportunities to reduce administrative 

burdens without compromising accountability. The CDE’s plan seeks to avoid 

duplication of work and to streamline the broader system to ensure time is spent where 

it matters most: teaching and learning. 

The plan is designed to increase engagement with charter authorizers through 

universal activities and strategic, targeted activities. The CDE will prioritize practices at 

the state, authorizer, and school level to increase efficiency as a common theme among 

universal and targeted activities. Additionally, because it is important to hear directly 

from charter schools on their experiences and use of PCSGP funds, the CDE will 

structure activities to ensure two-way communication. Specifically, the PCSGP will 

enable efficiencies through the following activities: 

Universal: 

1 Principles and Standards for Quality Charter School Authorizing (2018) NACSA 
available here: https://www.qualitycharters.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/NACSA-
Principles-and-Standards-2018-Edition.pdf (See Appendix F7 – Authorizer Technical 
Assistance Resources) 
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• Collaboration with charter authorizing support organizations, such as CARSNet, 

to identify the nationally recognized standards for quality authorizing; autonomy, 

effective and efficient oversight will be prioritized 

• Continuous dissemination of successful practices to eliminate redundancy; 

examples of reduced duplication or increased efficiencies 

Targeted: 

• Through the Rural Charter Authorizer Network, create a strand of continuous 

engagement to seek opportunities to increase efficiency across the system (it is 

anticipated that this will provide case studies to highlight through the universal 

dissemination activities) 

• Based on interest, establish a continuous improvement network for mid-to-large 

portfolio charter school authorizers 

• Convene and establish peer to peer working groups on establishing best 

practices 

• Work in collaboration with authorizer support organizations such as CARSNet 

The PCSGP application requires applicants to notify the charter school authorizer of 

the intention to apply for CSP funding. This notification will assist in reinforcing the 

partnership between the authorizer, the sub-grantee, and the CDE. 

State Plan (c)(3)(i) Technical Assistance for Eligible Applicants 

The PCSGP’s comprehensive plan to provide TA to support sub-grantees includes 

both Universal TA and Targeted TA. Universal TA provides an efficient means to reach 

a broad group of stakeholders with timely, relevant, and accurate information. An 

example of Universal TA noted in this application is a recorded webinar on best 
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practices when responding to the PCGSP’s RFA to start a charter school. Although 

Universal TA offers stakeholders with an efficient and convenient means to obtain 

support, there exists a need to offer more in-depth TA. The PCSGP’s comprehensive 

plan to provide TA includes opportunities in Targeted TA, characterized by small group 

or 1:1 interaction, with a content expert providing capacity building activities that are 

relevant to a specific, local or regional challenge. An example of Targeted TA noted in 

this application is the facilitation and support of a Rural Charter Authorizer Network 

where content experts work with district teams to provide solutions to pressing issues 

facing rural education. 

Below is a summary overview of TA to support sub-grantees in opening and 

operating new charter schools and in replicating and expanding high-quality charter 

schools. Please note that additional detail for specific TA activities and modalities is 

found within this application under Element 1 of the Project Design: 

•  Opening and operating new charter  schools (See Element  1,  page 15)  

o  Activities:   

 Universal:  communication,  dissemination, partnerships (e.g.,  

CARSNet, CCSA,  CSDC),  establish preference points in application 

process to align incentives  with needs  

 Targeted:  host  meetings  with interested developers,  authorizer  

network(s)  

o  Modalities:  presentations  at  conferences,  webinars,  small  group meetings,  

consultancy, workshops,  office  hours  

• Replication and Expansion (See Element 1, pages 15–16) 

CA State Board of Education Page 44 of 65 



      

o  Activities:  

 Universal:  communication,  dissemination, engage partners with shared 

agenda (e.g., CMOs,  CARSNet,  CSDC,  CCSA),  preference priorities  in 

application process  

 Targeted: Proactive identification and engagement with existing high-

quality  charter schools,  especially  those with enrollment  waitlists, to 

discuss expansion or  replication  

o  Modalities:  listserv(s),  webinars,  topical m eeting with small  group or  1:1,  

webinars,  authorizer network(s), workshops,  office  hours  

The  PCSGP’s  comprehensive plan to support  sub-grantees  includes  a focus on 

udent  access  and discipline.  PCSGP  will pr ovide Universal  and Targeted TA  to sub-

antees on topics  related to student access  and discipline:   

•  Student recruitment,  enrollment,  and retention that promotes  the inclusion of  all  

students,  including educationally disadvantaged students  (See Competitive 

Preference Priority  2,  page 4,  and Priority  6,  page 11)  

o  Activities:  

 Universal: sub-grant  application requirements,  communication,  

dissemination,  best  practice in authorizing (oversight)  

 Targeted:  case study,  15 mini-grants  

o  Modalities:  communication,  monitoring reports,  workshops,  conference,  

small group  or  1:1  meetings  

•  Reducing the overuse of  discipline practices,  as  measured in the Dashboard,  that  

remove students  from  the classroom  (See Competitive Preference Priority  2, 

st

gr
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page 4, and Priority 6, page 11; Quality of Eligible Sub-grant Applicants, page 

32) 

o Activities: 

 Universal: communication and dissemination of best practices (aligned 

with LCFF), sub-grant application requirements, best practices in 

authorizing (oversight), review of state and local indicators of student 

discipline 

 Targeted: 15 mini-grants, Critical Friends site visits, case studies of 

best practices 

o Modalities: webinars, workshops, county/state conferences, small group or 

1:1 meetings, office hours 

Access  to Federal Funds  [I(A)(3)]  

The CDE is committed to ensuring that all schools in CA receive all state and federal 

funds to which they are entitled. CDE staff from the Nutrition Services Division (NSD), 

Title I–V funds, Perkins, and the Special Education Division (SED) regularly attend 

charter school support association conferences and conduct presentations for all 

interested parties. Additionally, CDE CSD staff partner with each of these divisions to 

hold office hours at the conferences allowing for additional 1:1 technical support. 

Information regarding all of these funding opportunities and trainings can be found on 

the CDE website. 

Support for Students when a Charter School Closes [I(A)(4)] 

CA EC Section 47605(b)(5) and the CA Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 5 Section 

11962 describe the procedures for school closure, including notifications and 
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processing of student records. Notification of closure is sent to parents/guardians of 

pupils, the authorizing entity, the COE, the special education local plan area, and the 

CDE. With regard to the students, the notification must include the pupils’ school district 

of residence and the manner in which the parents/guardians may obtain copies of pupil 

records, including transcripts which include grades and credits that meet graduation 

requirements. EC Section 47604.32 further states the CDE must be notified where the 

pupil records are located. State law also specifies how all pupil records must be 

transferred, maintained, and by whom, after the school closes. 

The CDE will include school closure procedures and student record management 

processes in all of the sub-grantee and charter school authorizer technical support 

trainings. The trainings will be modeled after the program currently in place for the CDE 

CSD Oversight Unit. The CSD Oversight Unit staff members work with each pupil to 

ensure they are enrolled in a new school, that records are transferred, and verifies 

completion of the transfer with the receiving LEA. (See Appendix F – Support 

Documents). This ensures the pupil’s educational needs are met. 

Under Element 6 (page 20), disaster preparedness TA activities will also focus on 

management of student records for displaced families and students. 

Support for Recruitment and Enrollment Practices, Discipline [I(A)(8)] 

All PCSGP applicants must include a detailed plan for student recruitment from the 

community where the school is located. This plan must include intentional practices to 

create a student body that is similar to neighboring schools. The applicants must explain 

the lottery preferences that were included in their approved charter petition and must 

describe a detailed outreach plan to the surrounding community. The CDE staff reviews 

CA State Board of Education Page 47 of 65 

https://47604.32


      

     

       

     

       

   

    

      

        

       

      

         

      

    

     

       

      

     

        

      

  

      

   

     

       

these lottery preferences very closely during the eligibility screening to make sure the 

practices do not create exclusionary practices. The outreach plan is scored by peer 

reviewers, many of whom have first-hand knowledge of best practices for recruiting 

students. Information on this topic is included in the PCSGP Grant Writing TA 

workshops and webinars. 

The 2020–23 PCSGP application also requests a description of community 

engagement activities including school climate and culture, student discipline, and 

campus safety plans. This information is tracked by the CDE through the Dashboard. All 

schools are required to report suspension rates for the school by sub-group. This allows 

the school to respond to local needs regarding parent and family engagement; local 

climate surveys; and safe, clean, and functional school facilities. This data is then 

recorded on the Dashboard and used by the CDE and authorizers to deliver targeted TA 

(See Appendix F – Support Documents). 

State Plan (c)(3)(ii) Quality Authorizing Efforts in the State 

As with the PCSGP’s TA for sub-grantees [(c)(3)(i)], the PCSGP’s comprehensive 

plan to provide TA to support quality authorizing efforts by authorized public chartering 

agencies includes both Universal and Targeted TA. The Universal and Targeted TA will 

focus on nationally recognized best practices and practices developed in CA that reflect 

national best practices within the context of the CA legal framework. Topics addressed 

within best practices for quality authorizing include: assessing annual performance data 

of authorized schools; financial review and assistance with audits; holding charter 

schools accountable to their performance agreements; reviewing processes related to 

renewal, non-renewal, or revocation; and establishing clear plans and procedures to 

assist students enrolled in a charter school that closes. 
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Below is a summary overview of TA to support charter school authorizers in 

implementing best practices. Please note that more detail of specific TA activities and 

modalities is found within this application, including but not limited to the Description of 

How CDE Will Provide Oversight of Authorizing Activity [I(A)(12)(a)] (page 62); 

Competitive Preference Priority 7 (page 13); Support for Students when a Charter 

School Closes [I(A)(4)] (page 46); and State Plan (c)(2) Work with Charter Authorizing 

Agencies (page 42). 

Quality authorizing practices 

o  Activities  

 Universal:  communication and collaboration,  dissemination of  best  

practices, partnerships  (e.g.,  CARSNet,  CCSA,  CSDC),  case studies  

ct  matter  experts  

group meetings,  

ns   

shops  

group or  1:1  

ice  hours  

unity  involvement.  

s  who  wish to 

 Targeted:  network(s)  of  authorizers,  contract  with subje

o  Modalities:  presentations  at  conferences,  webinars,  small  

consultancy, workshops,  office  hours, network(s)  

•  Transition to 2019 Legislation  

o  Activities  

 Universal:  trainings, information, guidance,  presentatio

 Targeted: contracting with subject matter  experts,  work

o  Modalities:  listserv(s),  webinars,  panel  discussions,  small  

meetings,  webinars,  authorizer  network(s),  workshops,  off

State  Plan  (c)(4) Parent  and Community  Engagement  

Laws  and Regulations  

Public  charter  schools in CA  continuously  seek  parent  and comm

In accordance with CA  EC  Section 47605(A), one way  that  petitioner
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establish a new charter school may do so is by ensuring that the charter petition is 

signed by the number of parents or guardians of pupils residing within the county that is 

equivalent to at least one-half of the number of pupils that the charter school estimates 

will enroll in the school for its first year of operation. 

CA charter schools are additionally required to have an active School Site Council 

(SSC) or a SPSA. The SSC shall be composed of the both of the following two groups: 

(1) the principal of the school or his or her designee and school personnel including 

classified and certificated staff, and (2) the parent and/or community group members. 

SSC’s are responsible for approving the SPSA or LCAP, recommending approval to the 

local governing board, monitoring its implementation, and evaluating the effectiveness 

of the related goals, actions, and services described in the plan. These activities and 

processes must be conducted at least annually. The PCSGP includes universal and 

targeted technical activities to solicit the involvement of parents and community 

members. 

Universal activities: 

• Collaboration with CDE LCAP and Title I offices providing TA to all schools 

• Parent interviews in all Federal Program Monitoring (FPM) Reviews 

Targeted activities: 

• PCSGP applicants description of parent involvement activities in application 

• PCSGP applicants must maintain evidence of parent involvement 

• Parent interviews in PCSGP Site Monitoring Reviews 
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Table 4: Parent and Community Involvement Schedule 

Activity Frequency Duration 

Parent Signatures Prior to Opening of School One time 

Evidence of Parent 

Involvement (FPM, PCSGP) 

On-going throughout the school 

year 

Duration of school 

operations 

PCSGP Monitoring – Parent 

Interviews 

One time Term of the grant 

FPM – Parent Interviews Every four years Duration of school 

operations 

State Plan  (c)(5) Flexibility   

Autonomy  under the Law   

The Charter Schools Act of 1992 was intended to provide opportunities for teachers, 

parents, pupils, and community members to establish and maintain schools that operate 

independently from the existing school district structure (EC Section 47601). To further 

this goal of allowing CA charter schools to operate independently, state charter school 

law contains provisions commonly called the “mega-exemption.” Section 47610 of the 

EC exempts charter schools from all other provisions of the EC, with the exception of 

certain, specified requirements. By giving this broad latitude to charter schools, they are 

able to operate independently from many of the constraints that apply to non-charter 

public schools. Further, in CA, charter schools are generally operated by non-profit 

corporations or operate as single, stand-alone schools, with their own governing boards. 

Although the public school system in CA is under the ultimate control of the state, 

charter schools have considerable flexibility to develop innovative ideas and to respond 
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to the needs of smaller communities, to create their own programs, determine 

educational delivery format (classroom vs. nonclassroom), determine the grade levels to 

be served, and hire their own administrative staff, and teachers. Charter schools also 

maintain total control over contracting for services, managing expenditures, and 

budgeting. 

To ensure all CSP sub-grantees are operating as a fully autonomous charter school, 

PCSGP applicants must provide information about the governance structure for the 

school and non-profit, including a list of names and roles of current board members. 

Reviewing this information is one of the first steps in determining if an application is 

eligible for peer review. Additionally, the CDE reviews the autonomy of the school to 

make decisions outside of the CMO structure. During PCSGP monitoring reviews, the 

governing board minutes are reviewed, and interviews are conducted with site 

administrative staff and board members to verify the flexibility level experienced by the 

school to meet the needs of their respective students and community. The CDE works 

with PCSGP sub-grantees to maximize the amount of flexibility available to charter 

schools through TA workshops and partnerships with charter school support 

associations. 

Quality of the Management Plan (d)(1) 

PCSGP Grant Management Plan [I(B)] 

Using the continuous improvement model, the quality of the CA PCSGP and its 

delivery has improved dramatically. This model has the following key objectives: 

reasonableness and achievability, improving response time to stakeholders, improving 

the quality of applicants, and improving the monitoring system for sub-grantees. The 

current PCSGP staff have administered the CSP grant for the last five years, including 
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the most recent 2016–19 grant award. The management team at CDE has the skills and 

capacity to meet preference priorities two through seven. 

The CSD staff will continuously seek feedback from a variety of stakeholders on how 

to improve the implementation of the PCSGP. Sub-grantees, peer reviewers, 

authorizers, and contractors will be solicited for feedback on processes surrounding the 

implementation of the PCSGP action plan, including site monitoring processes, QER 

processes, peer reviewer training and scoring, delivery of TA to sub-grantees, best 

practices workshop delivery to charter schools and authorizers, and the delivery of 

information to stakeholders. The table below demonstrates who, what, how and when 

feedback will be collected from stakeholders. 

Table 5: Feedback and Continuous Improvement 

Stakeholder Activity Feedback Source Frequency 

Sub-

grantees 

1. TA events – webinars, 

conferences sessions, 

regional trainings 

2. QER and site monitoring 

processes 

1. Anonymous 

paper survey 

2. Survey Monkey 

3. APRs from sub-

grantees 

1. After all 

webinars, 

regional 

trainings, 

workshops 

2. Annually for 

all sub-

grantees 

Peer 

Reviewers 

PCSGP RFA scoring Email responses After all RFA 

scoring events 

CA State Board of Education Page 53 of 65 



      

   

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

 

   

  

    

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

     

  

 

   

   

 

   

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

   

   

    

 

   

  

       

Authorizers 1. Contracted TA workshops 

2. PCSGP monitoring 

process 

Paper survey, 

Survey Monkey 

After all TA 

events, 

monitoring as 

needed 

Contractors 1. QERs and Action Plan 

Progress Report 

2. Annual Progress Report 

(APR) 

1. Quarterly email 

reports 

2. APR 

Quarterly, 

annually 

PCSGP 

Staff to All 

of the 

Above and 

ED 

1. Quarterly feedback on 

meeting PCSGP 

requirements (sub-

grantees) 

2. Formal post monitoring 

review letters (sub-

grantees) 

3. TA feedback results to TA 

providers (TA providers, 

contractors) 

4. CA APR to ED 

1. Email, formal 

letters 

2. Email, formal 

letters 

3. Email with 

summary of 

survey results, 

in-person 

discussion 

4. ED APR and 

Data Collection 

Report 

1. As needed 

2. As needed 

3. After all TA 

events 

4. Annually – 

results to be 

shared with 

CA SBE 

PCSGP Key Personnel and Responsibilities  

The CDE CSD staff for the 2020–23 block grant award will include the following: 
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Charter Schools Division Director: This position is responsible for approving all 

awards and reimbursement payments to sub-grantees, approving all contracts for TA, 

monitoring the CSP budget, supervising of PCSGP staff, and working with the State 

Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI on charter school legal and policy matters. 

This position is fully funded by the CDE. 

The following PCSGP staff positions are fully dedicated (100 percent assignment) to 

the implementation of the grant. 

Project Director: This position acts as the CDE liaison between the SBE, the PCSGP 

Unit, and ED. Responsibilities include submitting all required reports to ED, 

communicating current activity to the CSD Director, reviewing award and 

reimbursement payment packages prior to the Division Director approval, tracking grant 

budget expenditures, and participating in ED scheduled monitoring calls. The Project 

Director will also be responsible for monitoring and working with all contracted agencies 

for delivering TA activities to charter school authorizers. As needed, the Project Director 

also assumes some of the responsibilities of the Regional EPC. 

Regional EPCs are responsible for the following: 

• Sub-grant competitions including development of RFA, eligibility screening 

requirements, recruiting peer reviewers, facilitating the peer review process, and 

responding to peer review appeals 

• Inform the public about the CSP grant opportunities using multiple modes of 

communication 

• Review and approve all quarterly claims and expense reports submitted by sub-

grantees 
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• Deliver TA webinars to potential applicants and sub-grantees 

• Monitor sub-grantees through on-site or desk reviews 

• Facilitate regional TA workshops in partnership with mini-grantees and 

cooperative partners, including the development of the RFA for mini-grant 

awards 

• Participate in Authorizer TA Contract workshops, including the development of 

the request for proposal for contracts 

• Deliver TA presentations at appropriate state conferences such as CCSA, 

CSDC, CARSNet, Educating for Careers 

Fiscal Analyst is responsible for the following: 

• Prepare sub-grantee grant award and reimbursement payment packages, verify 

and track DUNS number, System for Award Management accounts, and non-

profit status for all CSP applicants and sub-grantees, process approved quarterly 

claims for sub-grants and contractors, track claim and payment amounts 

• Assist with organizing grant award competitions and peer reviewers 

• Act as the liaison between CDE’s budget and accounting offices 

• Deliver TA trainings on federal fiscal reporting requirements, recordkeeping, and 

other related topics 

The PCSGP Unit collaborates with the CSD Director, SBE, and the Executive 

Branch to complete project objectives. The PCSGP Unit has weekly scheduled 

meetings with the Project Director and monthly meetings with the Division Director. The 

PCSGP Unit has the capacity to meet any timeline due dates in the absence of any 

team member. As part of the continuous improvement cycle, the CSD will continue to 
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cross-train other members of the CSD to support the PCSGP team for monitoring 

reviews and completing fiscal reports. 

The PCSGP budget narrative provides adequate funding to support the work, flexing 

staffing as the work increases and decreases over the term of the grant. All positions 

are appropriately split between TA and administrative costs as allowed under the 2020 

CSP (See the Budget Narrative Form for more information). 

PCSGP Grant Management Plan, Timeline, Benchmarks 

The CDE has created a fully developed timeline including benchmarks, associated 

costs, responsible parties, and objective justifications. QER reporting deadlines are 

established in alignment with all CA federal reporting deadlines. All CSP annual 

reporting requirements have been linked to data collection dates for PCSGP sub-

grantees. Travel to conferences and regional TA workshops has been estimated for the 

proposed timeline. 
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Table 6: PCSGP Grant Management Plan, Timeline, Benchmarks (2020–21) 

The table below lists the tasks associated with each objective in the CA PCSGP project including the tasks with the 

associated objective, timeline for completion, and responsible party. The CDE will use this management in conjunction 

with the PCSGP Logic Model to track the progress of the project. 

Objective 2020 – 21 Tasks Timeline Responsible Party 

Obj 1 Preparation of 2020–23 PCSGP Sub-grantee Competitions 

RFA revised and approved by ED 

Recruitment of peer reviewers 

Post RFA to CDE website 

Aug. 2020 – 
Nov. 2020 

CDE CSD staff 

Obj 2–5 Collect data for PCSGP baseline numbers, data for 

replication/expansion grant targeted recruitment, identification of 

high-quality charter schools to assist with professional 

development activities 

Oct. 2020 – 
Dec. 2020 

CDE CSD staff, CDE 

Analysis, 

Measurement & 

Accountability 

Reporting Division 

(AMARD) staff 
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Obj 4 TA, grant writing workshops, North/South in-person training, 

webinar 

Nov. 2020 CDE CSD staff 

Obj 1 Scoring of Round 1 2020–23 PCSGP Sub-grant Competitions 

Grant Award Notifications to approve sub-grantees 

Dec. 2020 CDE CSD staff, peer 

reviewers 

Obj 5 Develop Request for Proposal (RFP) for mini-grants to deliver 

TA to charter schools. 

Dec. 2020 CDE CSD staff 

Obj 1, 4 Develop list of At-Risk sub-grantees for site/desk monitoring 

Deliver targeted TA regarding PCSGP fiscal reporting 
requirements, federal program monitoring procedures 

Notify sub-grantees of selection for site/desk monitoring for 
Spring 2021 

Jan. 2021 CDE CSD staff 

Obj 6 Develop RFP for contractors to deliver charter school authorizer 

TA workshops 

Jan. 2021 CDE CSD staff 

Obj 5 & 6 Award mini-grants and contracts to deliver TA to charter schools, 

non-charter schools, and charter authorizers 

Feb. 2021 CDE CSD staff 

Obj 2,3 Release APR to sub-grantees to collect data for ED APR Feb. 2021 CDE CSD staff 
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Obj 4,5 Presentations at charter school support association conferences 

Presentation at charter school authorizer state conferences 

Per 2020–21 
schedule 

CDE CSD staff, 

multiple CDE 

divisions, mini-

grantees, contractors 

Obj 1,2,3 Monitoring of PCSGP sub-grantees – QERs, monitoring visits, 

informal visits, data collection 

Ongoing CDE CSD staff 

Obj 4 Facilitation of regional TA workshops (North, Central, South) Summer 2021 CDE CSD staff, mini-

grantees 

Obj 3–6 Data collection from TA attendees to determine effectiveness, 

areas for improvement, scope of attendance 

August 2021 CDE CSD staff, 

contractors 

Required Attend ED CSP Project Directors meeting in Washington DC TBD CDE CSD Project 

Director, EPC 

Table 7: PCSGP Grant Management Plan, Timeline, Benchmarks (2021–23) 

The PCSGP Management Plan moving forward follows the same schedule for the remaining years of the grant. Additional 

sub-grant competitions will be added to ensure CA reaches the pipeline numbers included in Objective 1 (60 sub-grants 

over three years). 
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Objective 2021–23 Tasks Timeline Responsible Party 

Obj 1 Release of Round 2 PCSGP Sub-grantee Application 

Scoring of Round 2 Sub-grantees Applications 

Grant Award Notifications to approve sub-grantees 

Aug. 2021 – 

Sept. 2021 

CDE CSD staff, peer 

reviewers 

Obj 1–6 All other activities as listed in the 2020–21 Management Plan Aug. 2021 – 

Sep.t 2022 

See 2020–21 

Management Plan 

Obj 1 Release of Round 3 PCSGP Sub-grantee Application 

Scoring of Round 3 Sub-grantees Applications 

Grant Award Notifications to approve sub-grantees 

Aug. 2022 – 

Sept. 2022 

CDE CSD staff, peer 
reviewers 

Obj 1-6 All other activities as listed in the 2020–21 Management Plan Aug 2022 – 

Sept 2023 

See 2020–21 

Management Plan 

No cost extension year activities model the 2020–21 Management Plan sans PCSGP Sub-grantee competitions. 
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Description of How  CDE Will Provide  Oversight  of Authorizing Activity  
[I(A)(12)(a)]  

Although CA does not provide the CDE with a direct oversight and accountability 

role for charter school authorizers, the state’s statutory and regulatory framework 

requires CDE’s involvement in oversight of charter school financial and operational 

management and general compliance with applicable statutes and regulations. The 

CDE has a long-standing practice of providing guidance and TA to COEs, school 

districts, and charter schools by responding to questions, offering direct assistance, and 

providing information on the CDE website. As the oversight body that manages SBE-

authorized charter schools, the CDE serves as a model charter oversight body in CA, a 

role which is of particular benefit to the majority of CA authorizers who have fewer than 

six charter schools and look to the CDE for best practices and processes. 

The CDE commits to using CSP funds to publish and disseminate quality authorizing 

standards that address critical areas such as performance contracting, renewal 

decisions, revocation application processes and decision making, and oversight 

monitoring. These quality authorizing standards will build upon the 2018 evaluation2 by 

the NACSA Quality Practices Project, which identified key practices of charter school 

authorizers who operate charter schools with above average performance. The findings 

of the Quality Practices Project coupled with guidance tailored specifically to CA charter 

schools3 will provide authorizers a road map for quality (See Appendix F7 – Authorizer 

TA Resources for full text). 

2 https://www.qualitycharters.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/03/LJC_Elements_of_Successful_Charter_School_Authorizing_F 
INAL_02.27.2018.pdf 
3 https://calauthorizers.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/ValuesPrinciplesExpectations-
FINAL.pdf 

CA State Board of Education Page 62 of 65 

https://www.qualitycharters.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/LJC_Elements_of_Successful_Charter_School_Authorizing_FINAL_02.27.2018.pdf
https://www.qualitycharters.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/LJC_Elements_of_Successful_Charter_School_Authorizing_FINAL_02.27.2018.pdf
https://www.qualitycharters.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/LJC_Elements_of_Successful_Charter_School_Authorizing_FINAL_02.27.2018.pdf
https://calauthorizers.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/ValuesPrinciplesExpectations-FINAL.pdf
https://calauthorizers.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/ValuesPrinciplesExpectations-FINAL.pdf


      

       

         

   

           

         

        

        

         

     

       

     

     

      

 

     
 

        

         

     

     

       

       

     

  

The CDE will also establish networks of charter school authorizers to build the 

capacity of all current and future authorizers. Special effort will be made to connect 

districts with varying charter school authorizing experience and expertise and to provide 

technical support to small and rural districts with few or no charter schools. The CDE is 

cognizant that authorizers with few charter schools in their portfolios are in particular 

need of TA, support, and networking. Likewise, districts that have yet to authorize a 

charter school need additional resources to support their understanding and efficacy as 

future authorizers. A robust Rural Charter Authorizer Network will enable best 

authorizing practices to be shared in geographically isolated areas. These rural areas 

will benefit from peer-to-peer support on common problems of practice and robust 

collaboration with CDE. Through the CSP Grant, the CDE will convene and coordinate 

the networks in partnership with existing organizations (e.g., CARSNet) that provide 

authorizer support across the state. More details are provided throughout the 

application. 

Description of the State’s Ability to Meet and Carry Out Competitive Preference 
Priorities [I(B)(1)] 

To meet all competitive preferences, project objectives, and TA activities, the SEA 

will leverage internal resources and external partnerships. Internally the CDE will draw 

upon the expertise of its Analysis, Measurement & Accountability Reporting Division; 

Nutrition Services Division; Special Education Division; Educator Excellence & Equity 

Division; Title 1 Monitoring and Support Unit; SFSD; FPM Unit; and the CSD. Externally 

the CDE will collaborate with the Fiscal Crisis & Management Assistance Team 

(FCMAT), 58 COEs, and the California School Finance Authority (CSFA), which 

provides CSFP funds. 

CA State Board of Education Page 63 of 65 



      

           

   

   

      

       

       

       

       

  

     

       

       

      

       

        

        

        

     

  

        

   

      

       

Description of Open Meetings and Transparency Requirements [I(F)]  

Recent changes to state charter school law, SB 126, and other new charter school 

requirements regarding open meetings and transparency, mandate changes in charter 

school operation and accountability, including adherence to open meeting requirements 

as governed by the Ralph M. Brown Act or the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act. 

Charter schools are required to adhere to the CA Public Records Act which requires 

state and local agencies to make their records available for public inspection. Increased 

transparency enables parents, community members, and the general public to have 

input regarding governance, administration, and operations of charter schools and sub-

grantees. 

Charter school operators and authorizers need and want training to ensure 

compliance with these recent changes in state law, which took effect on January 1, 

2020 (open meeting and transparency requirements) or will take effect on July 1, 2020 

(renewal and appeal process and other accountability requirements). Through 

partnerships with CARSNet and COEs, TA and support during this transition period will 

be supported with CSP grant funds. The SSPI has made it a priority to develop a 

standardized oversight monitoring tool for all charter school authorizers in CA. Drawing 

upon the SEA’s experience as one of the largest authorizers in CA, the CDE is uniquely 

positioned to develop supports for authorizers who are grappling with recent changes in 

state law. 

The facilitation of best practices for charter schools and non-charter schools will be 

met through an extensive network of contractors, COEs, and CDE staff members who 

provide a wide variety of trainings and professional development conferences. See 

Element 3 (page 17) and Element 5 (page 19) for information related to this criterion. 
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Additional information on Element 5 [I(B)] can be found in the section labeled PCSGP 

Grant Management Plan (page 53). 

The CDE CSD staff have multiple years of experience working with the PCSGP and 

an understanding of the history, requirements, and processes for working with the ED 

(See Appendix B – CDE Charter Schools Division Staff Resumes). The award of a new 

CSP award under the ESSA will strengthen the system with resources to continue 

improving processes and TA to schools and authorizers. 
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STEPHANIE MEDRANO FARLAND 

EXPERIENCE HIGHLIGHTS 

California Department of Education, Charter Schools Division  December 2019-Present 
1430 N Street, Suite 5401 
Sacramento, CA 95814  

DIVISION DIRECTOR 
Under the administrative direction of the Deputy Superintendent, the Director of the Charter Schools Division 
manages three offices with 17 staff members. The Charter Schools Division is responsible for providing technical 
assistance and support to school districts, county offices of education, and charters in fiscal, legal, and 
administrative issues relating to charter schools, and provides oversight on behalf of the State Board of Education 
(SBE) for SBE-approved charter schools. The Division administers the federal Public Charter Schools Grant 
Program and serves as staff to the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools. The Division also collects and 
makes available descriptive and fiscal data on charter schools. The Division Director works cooperatively with 
the California Department of Education (CDE) management team, advises the Deputy Superintendent on key 
issues, and is actively involved in settling policy and guidelines for California’s school districts, county offices 
of education, and charter schools on charter school issues. 

• Direct the formulation and implementation of strategies to carry out policies, programs, and priorities of
the CDE and SBE related to charter schools.

• Provide leadership and oversight in the development and administration of charter schools and the
Federal Public Charter Schools Grant Program, including guidance related to the distribution of funds.

• Develop, review, and interpret state and federal statutes, administrative regulations, and policy
documents.

• Provide consultation and assistance to local educational agencies to ensure programmatic quality and
compliance with state and federal law related to charter schools.

• Direct the oversight of charter schools approved by the SBE, provide consultative services to SBE-
approved charter schools, and ensure that SBE-approved charter schools have met specific conditions of
approval prior to each school’s opening.

• Represent the CDE to various state, federal, and local level program representatives regarding charter
schools.

• Attend and make presentations at local, state, and national charter school and other education-related
conferences throughout California.

• Advise the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) on major charter school issues.
• Make presentations to the Legislature, the SBE, school district and county office of education officials,

and education interest groups on various charter school issues.
• Testify before the legislative policy committees regarding charter schools.
• Serve as the SSPI’s designee on the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools.

Collaborative Solutions for Charter Authorizers (CSCA) August 2011-December 2019 
PO Box 163327 
Sacramento, CA 95816  

FOUNDER AND DIRECTOR 
Guide and assist school districts and county offices of education on all charter authorizing needs including; 
developing charter school oversight processes and protocols, performing annual charter school reviews, 
instituting rigorous site visit processes, providing guidance to potential charter petitioners on behalf of authorizer, 
and guidance on petition reviews, renewals and revocations.  Serve as Authorizers’ liaison to charter operators to 
facilitate communication and successful relationships. Conduct trainings for governing boards on their charter 
authorizing responsibilities and assist school districts to create and write dependent charter petitions. Develop and 
deliver hands-on workshops on charter governance to charter school governance bodies.   

Provide guidance to all the major statewide education associations on proposed charter legislation and charter 
polices.  Speak on charter schools and charter authorizer responsibilities at all the major statewide education 
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STEPHANIE MEDRANO FARLAND PAGE 2 

(Continued) 

association conferences.  Created and facilitate the Charter Authorizer Network (CAN), a charter authorizer 
network for authorizers in Northern California. CAN meets several times a year to discuss charter authorizing 
issues amongst school districts and county offices of education.   

Advisory Board Member - CARSNet (Charter Authorizers Regional Support Network). 

Governing Board Member – California Charter Authorizer Professionals  

Manage the hiring and work of sub-contractors to assist in CSCA’s work. 

NACSA January 2016-June 2016 

As a client of CCSA, I provided guidance to NACSA on the California charter school climate.  Worked with 
NACSA to secure new members in California, as well as develop stronger relationships with district and county 
authorizers in CA. 

California School Boards Association 
3251 Beacon Blvd. 
West Sacramento, CA 95691 

SENIOR RESEARCH AND POLICY CONSULTANT July 2001 – July 2011 

Researched, analyzed, wrote and presented K-12 education policy issues for diverse audiences, including local 
and state policymakers and advocacy groups.  Prepared and delivered expert research analysis and testimony to 
government bodies such as State Board of Education and California Commission on Teacher Credentialing on 
charter school laws and policies and teacher credentialing.      

• Prepared and presented impartial workshops and training sessions to stress school boards’
responsibilities in overseeing charter schools.  Resulted in establishing stronger working relationships
with school district members to meet the needs of charter school students within their districts.

• Authored “Charter School Governance, A Manual for School Boards,” a guidebook to help define
governing boards’ role in authorizing charter school petitions.

• Authored “High School Reform, A Manual For Governance Teams,” a footprint to improve student
graduation rates.

• Created an in-depth instruction manual outlaying policies and practices to allow school boards to more
effectively evaluate charter petitions.

• Established a framework for cutting-edge webcast delivery of charter school policies and practices
workshops with the goal to reach wider audience for anytime access; improving timely communications
and reducing costs.

• Worked closely with California Commission on Teacher Credentialing to represent the needs of local
districts to hire and retain effective educators.

• Facilitated meetings of superintendents in California on several educational issues.
• Participated in FCMAT reviews of districts across California, primarily studying the community

engagement aspect.

ANNUAL CONFERNECE COORDINATOR Aug 1998 – July 2001 

Developed and managed the largest annual education conference in California.  Responsibilities included: 
• Developing over 200 education workshops
• Securing hundreds of speakers, including nationally renowned speakers
• Managing the oversight of over 200 vendors
• Managing staff from all departments within the Association
• Managing temporary staff, on site at conference
• Leading a working Annual Conference committee of school board members and superintendents from

across California
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STEPHANIE MEDRANO FARLAND PAGE 3 

(Continued) 

Developed and implemented training programs, including curriculum and other training materials, for school 
board members.  Researched and analyzed public education and school governance issues.   

• Researched, selected, and collaborated with speakers to deliver targeted, effective and relevant
presentations to school board audiences.

Managed several small, issue specific conferences for the Association, such as the Legislative Conference and 
the multi-state Latino issues conference. 

Hiram Johnson High School (Sacramento City Unified School District-SCUSD) Jan 1993 – June 1998 
6879 14th Ave.  
Sacramento, CA 95820  

SOCIAL SCIENCE TEACHER 

Educated high school students in World History, United States History, United States Government and 
Economics.  Coordinated Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) program for campus students and 
staff.  Evaluated and addressed student attendance patterns as a member of the Student Study Team.  Assessed 
and analyzed school curriculum, department and staff management, and school administration through 
Sacramento City Unified School District’s “Future Leaders” program. 

• Elected to serve on School Site Liaison Committee.
• Organized and facilitated in-service presentations to staff.
• Participated in a WASC review of an Oakland USD high school.
• Co-Led our school’s WASC review.

EDUCATION 

California State University, Sacramento - Single Subject Credentialing Program, emphasis in Social Science 
– Preliminary Single Subject Credential - December 1993

California State University, Fresno - Bachelor of Arts Degree, History, and Minor in Chicano/Latino Studies – 
May 1992    
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Carrie Lopes 
  

 
 

Professional Statement: I am intrinsically a problem solver. Highly motivated, dependable, and 

professional individual with the ability to lead others, build relationships, and provide a positive 

and productive work environment.  

Professional Knowledge & Skills 
• Experience in working with K-12 California 

schools, district and county offices 
• Experience in charter school policies and 

reform efforts  
• Management experience  
• Able to think independently and quickly to 

resolve issues 
 
Education 
 

• Master Degree in English 
• Bachelor of Arts- English 
• Teaching Credentials: Multiple Subject 

Credential/Single Subject Credential 
• Administrative Services Credential 

• Organized, committed, and able to create a 
“team” environment 

• Exceptional verbal and written skills  
• Experience working with a diverse 

population representative of California  
• Experience in public speaking 
 
 

The California Department of Education, Charter Schools Division  

Education Administrator I/July 2018—Current 
• Execute policies, programs, and priorities of the California Department of Education and 

the State Board of Education related to charter schools 
• Provide leadership and supervision 
• Facilitate and direct the work of staff members within the Oversight/Technical Support 

Unit 
• Supervise the oversight of charter school authorized by the SBE 
• Collaborate across the Division with staff members in order to discuss sensitive charter 

matters  
• Hire, train, and evaluate staff members 
• Provide technical assistance and support to charter schools, districts, and county offices 
• Prepare and present in front of the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools 
• Represent the Division Director as needed 

CA State Board of Education Page 8 of 567
PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e25 



The California Department of Education, Educational Data Management Division 

Education Programs Consultant /April 2017—July 2018 
• Served as the Regional Team Lead for the Federal Program Monitoring Reviews in the

Bay area
• Worked collaboratively across 14 programs with CDE staff to support the monitoring

process
• Provided training to internal and external stakeholders
• Planned, organized, and facilitated FPM reviews to ensure that federal money was being

spent appropriately
• Work as a collaborative, respectful team member of the FPM unit
• Provided technical assistance and support to charter schools, districts, and county offices

regarding the monitoring process
• Co-Lead/facilitated a workgroup in collaboration with WestEd.

The California Department of Education, Charter Schools Division 

Education Programs Consultant /September 2013—April 2017 
• Review appeals for the denial for SBE consideration
• Provided technical assistance and support to charter schools, districts, and county offices
• Facilitate and present on charter law and requirements
• Lead in the gathering of information regarding charter school renewals, closures, and

openings
• Provided oversight support to the charter schools authorized by the SBE including fiscal

and academic monitoring
• Served as acting manager as needed
• Trained new staff members
• Worked with staff across Divisions in order to maintain relationships and complete time

sensitive projects

Principal/ Natomas Unified School District/ Jefferson Elementary School/ June 2006- 
June 2013 

• Managed the day to day operations of an elementary school that comprised over 750
students and 30 staff members, including three preschools that exclusively served
students diagnosed with autism.

• Responsibility for administering, directing, and managing school and district programs
involving curriculum, budget, and the day to day operations of the school.

• Participated in the development and implementation of district approved curriculum
programs; provided training; developed school plans, and evaluated data to improve
student achievement.

• Maintained effective communications with parents and community members as well as
responded to difficult and sensitive inquiries and complaints from parents and the general
community.

• Evaluated certificated and classified staff members.
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Charter School Accountability Coordinator/ Natomas Charter School/ July 2014- June 
2006  

• Supported the Executive Director in developing programs to work with students to 
increase academic achievement, intervention programs and systematic changes. 

• Consultant for neighboring charter schools under the guidance of the Executive Director 
as well as provided and assisted with teacher professional development, support, and 
evaluation performance.  

• Evaluated the school's programs for effectiveness and accountability, coordinated 
schedules for students with an active Individualized Education Program (IEP), developed 
and assisted with presentations and staff development.  
 

Vice Principal/ Natomas Unified School District/ Natomas Middle School/ June 2000-July 
2004 

• Assisted in the planning, management and supervision of school operations. Assisted in 
the planning and evaluation of educational and social programs as well as participated in 
a variety of meetings and monitoring of student behaviors, including the facilitation of IEP 
and Student Study Team meetings.  

• Participated in the development and implementation of curriculum programs and provided 
technical support and training as needed.  

• Responded to and resolved difficult concerns/complaints from staff, students, parents 
and the community at large.  

• Worked collaboratively with other site administrators in the district to advance the 
educational experience for every student. 
 

Teacher / Natomas Unified School District/ August 1994-June 2000  

• Engaged and supported all students in learning by using a variety of instructional 
strategies to respond to students’ diverse needs. Created and maintained effective 
environments for student learning by planning and implementing classroom procedures 
and routines, which supported student learning and positive behavior.  

• Organized subject matter by using district-provided curriculum and supplemental 
materials to make accessible to all students. Planned instruction and designed learning 
experiences for all students by sequencing instructional activities and materials for 
student learning. Assessed and evaluated student learning to guide instruction, and 
communicate progress with students, families, and appropriate staff. Contributed to the 
teaching and learning environment by attending required meetings and assisting in 
maintaining acceptable student behavior outside of classroom.  

• Coached and mentored new and tenured teachers in the areas of curriculum and 
instruction, positive classroom behavior, and intervention strategies.  
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Linda Greer, M.Ed. 
  

Objective  ___________________________________________________________________________  

 To obtain a Charter School Division Leadership position 

Profile  _____________________________________________________________________________  

Proven leader in CTE with experience at multiple levels of education in California.  

Education consultant with management/supervisory experience over state/federal CTE funded 
programs. 

State wide network of CTE professionals and industry partners 

Conference presentor at state and national levels 

Knowledge of current education code, reporting requirements related to College and Career Indicator 
and CALPADS 

Skills Summary  ______________________________________________________________________  

◆ Curriculum Development 
◆ Data Analysis 
◆ Staff/Team Building 
◆ Interpersonal Skills 
◆ Public Speaking 

 

◆ Budgeting 
◆ Public Relations 
◆ Master Scheduling 
◆ Supervisor Skills 
◆ Management Skills 

 

◆ Leadership 
◆ Grant Writing 
◆ Organized 
◆ Microsoft Office Proficient 
◆ Documenting/Reporting 

 

Professional Experience  _______________________________________________________________  

EDUCATION PROGRAMS CONSULTANT – CAREER AND COLLEGE TRANSITION 
DIVISION, CHARTER SCHOOLS DIVISION, CDE 

 Regional Consultant for federal program moniotoring, technical assistance, staff development 
workshops related to CTE and Charter School start up grant funding. 

 Thorough knowledge of CTE Model Standards, CTE State Plan, Career Technical Student 
Organizations  

 Fiscal oversight of Perkins, CTE Incentive Grant, Public Charter School Grant Program 

 College and Career Indicator and CALPADS trainer for CTE programs 

LIGHTHOUSE ACADEMY – MENTOR/COORDINATOR   

 Provide technical assistance to CPA programs in California 

 Deliver conference presentations, various topics related to operating a successful California 
Partnership Academy 

 Evaluate new academy funding grant proposals for CDE 

CALIFORNIA PARTNERSHIP ACADEMY COORDINATOR/DEPARTMENT CHAIR 
◆ Supervisor/Management of Multiple CTE funding sources and staff members 

o Accountable for multiple budgets for CTE pathways and academies 
o Prepare annual reports for CDE 
o Supervised clerical staff hired to work with CTE academies 
o Developed Master Schedule for academy programs 
o Liaison with Business and Community Partners 
o Provide statisical analysis of Academy performance 

◆ Curriculum Development: 
o Devloped IB MYP Technology Course and instructional strategies  
o Created new courses/curriculum for Human Services Academy. 
o Create integrated projects for Business Academy and Human Services Academy 
o Developed student and program assessment rubrics 
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Linda Greer, M.Ed. 

10552 Catawba Way ◆ Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 ◆ (916)  ◆  
Page 2 

 
 

◆ Business Partner and Student Recruitment: 
o Recruit business partners for advisory board, mentoring program, guest speakers. 
o Develop/deliver student recruitment brochures, parent letters, classroom presentations. 
o Deliver school board presentations on program status 

RETAIL MANAGEMENT 
◆ Manage all aspects of day-to-day operations as manager of Leeds Shoes stores: 

o Inventory Control/Quarterly Audits. 
o Fiscal: payroll, sales tracking, stock loss, staffing. 
o Supervision of up to 10 employees. 
o Staff and management training. 

 

Employment History  _________________________________________________________________  

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, Sacramento, CA 
College and Career Transition Division, CTE Adminstration and Management Unit 7/2015 - Present 
Charter School Division, Charter School Grant Unit 9/2014 – 7/2015 
 

CORDOVA HIGH SCHOOL, Folsom Cordova Unified School District – Rancho Cordova CA   
IB Middle Years Program Coordinator, 2013 to 9/2014 
Lighthouse/Mentor Academy, 2009 to 9/2014 
Teacher/Department Chair/Academy Coordinator, 2003 to 9/2014 
 
RIVER CITY HIGH SCHOOL, Washington Unified School District, West Sacramento CA        
Teacher, 2002 to 2003 

VALLEJO HIGH SCHOOL, Vallejo Unified School District, Vallejo, CA           
Teacher/Academy Coordinator, 1995 to 2002 
 
LEEDS SHOE STORES, San Jose, Sacramento, CA and Reno, NV 
Manager/Asst. Manager/Salesperson, 1986 to 1991 

 

Awards  _____________________________________________________________________________  

Outstanding Future Administrator – ACSA, 2009 

Teacher of the Year - Cordova High School, 2009 

 

Education  __________________________________________________________________________  

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY SACRAMENTO 
Master of Arts, Educational Leadership  
Administrative Certificate of Eligibility 

Thesis: Do At-Risk Students Benefit from Career Academies? 

CHAPMAN UNIVERSITY  
Single Subject Teacher Credential Program 

SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY 
Bachelor of Arts – Major: Mathematics (Computer Science) Minor: Business   
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Tamie Thompson 

   
 

 
 

Excellent Work Ethic with keen sense of organization needs and ability to identify and solve 
problems. 
 
Customer Service Oriented with record of improving and expanding services while increasing 
customer satisfaction, reducing turnover, and improving financial accountability. 
 
Proven Business Acumen with ability to organize, effectively make decisions, and improve and 
stream work processes. 
 
Excellent Communicator with strong verbal and written communication skills.  
 
Respected and Acknowledged for customer service, self motivation, independence, attention to 
detail, and follow through. 

 
 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
    

November 2006 – Current Employment 
California Department of Education 
 

o Charter Schools Division, Public Charter Schools Grant Program Office 
Support the development and administration of the federal Public Charter Schools Grant 
Program (PCSGP).  Provide technical assistance to grant recipients, charter schools, charter 
school developers, and charter authorizers. Assist with Request for Application development 
and assist with the preparation of peer reviews for application reads. Prepare reports to the 
federal government. Provide information to management in response to federal inquiries 
related to the PCSGP. Prepare Grant Award Notifications, encumbrance packages, and sub-
grantee payment packages for approval by the Division Director and Branch Deputy. Develop 
and maintain automated tracking systems for monitoring grant award encumbrances and 
sub-grantee payments. Reconcile activity in program cost accounts. Serve as the liaison 
between the Accounting Office, Budget Office, and Division Office.  
 

o Personnel Services Division, Contracts, Purchasing, and Conference Planning 
Services  
Hired as a Staff Services Analyst, and promoted to an Associate Governmental Program 
Analyst (AGPA). Responsible for reviewing, analyzing, and preparing contract agreements 
for educational services. Ensured compliance with federal and state regulations as well as 
adhered to the State Contracting Manual, Government Codes, and department policies. 
Approved work plans, budgets, and scopes of work. Provided technical assistance to 
internal CDE staff and contractors. Delivered best practices training and workshops to 
internal CDE staff.    
 

o Improvement and Accountability Division, Division Support  
Began my career with the State of California, at the California Department of Education, as 
a part time Office Technician with the Improvement and Accountability Division Support 
Office. Responsible for daily secretarial duties. Assisted with grant peer review process, 
annual conferences, and weekly staff meetings.  
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November 2000 – October 2006 
FPI Management, Inc. 
First hired as a Leasing Consultant, and moved quickly to Property Manager. Managed three 
different communities over the span of my six year employment with FPI Management, Inc. 
Experience in managing lease ups and condo-conversion projects. Responsible for all phases of the 
operation; including general administration, ensured excellent curb appeal, conducted monthly 
safety and staff meetings and new hire training. Ensured that all FPI policies and procedures were 
carried out appropriately, processed accounts receivable and payable, processed resident 
applications, created resident retention programs, and successfully solved resident issues and 
concerns. 
 
May 2000 – November 2000 
Nordstrom  
Hired as a cashier at Nordstrom in Sacramento, California. Assisted as a sales associate during sale 
events and/or when short staffed. Assisted with sale displays, cashiering, and solving customer 
issues and concerns. Always ensured that customers received the excellent level of customer 
service Nordstrom is known for. 
  
September 1998 – May 2000 
Johnson Ranch Racquet Club  
Caregiver for children ranging from six weeks of age to five years. Responsible for organizing 
monthly activities for children ranging from six years of age to eleven.  Assisted with event 
planning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
References provided upon request 
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March 3, 2020 
 
Ellen Safranek, Director 
Charter Schools Programs 
U.S. Department of Education, OESE 
400 Maryland Ave. SW 
Washington D.C. 20202 
 
 
 CALIFORNIA CHARTER SCHOOLS PROGRAM APPLICATION – SUPPORT  
 
Dear Ms. Safranek: 
 
One behalf of the California County Superintendents Educational Services Association (CCSESA), I am 
writing to express our support for the California Department of Education’s (CDE) application for the 
federal Charter Schools Program grant. CDE has a long history of working collaboratively with both 
charter authorizers and charter schools throughout the state. 
 
CCSESA consists of the 58 elected and appointed constitutional officers responsible for working with 
school districts and charter schools to promote quality implementation of curriculum and services for 
California’s six million students. In that role, county superintendents work closely with CDE and rely on 
their technical assistance and support for a number of programs.  
 
CDE’s application for the Charter Schools Program would allow the Department to expand their 
technical assistance offerings to include more intensive support for charter school authorizers and 
operators in the field. The grant would provide CDE with the capacity and resources to expand training 
and support for charter authorizers who often lack the clarity and tools necessary to fulfill their 
oversight roles, and charter schools who often lack the accounting and business expertise needed to 
successfully operate a school.  
 
California’s 330 charter school authorizers are currently required to oversee the academic progress and 
fiscal operations of charter schools. Of the 1,248 charter schools operating in the state, nearly 50% are 
overseen by “small” authorizers (those with six or fewer charter schools) that have limited capacity to 
provide oversight without robust tools and guidance from the state. As both charter school authorizers 
and charter school operators, county superintendents strongly support the CDE’s proposal to provide 
technical assistance and develop resources to improve administrative oversight. 
 

We urge the United States Education Department to award the Charter Schools Program grant to 
the California Department of Education so that the Department can expand support for charter 
authorizers and operators and the children they serve.   

Sincerely, 

Peter Birdsall 
Executive Director, CCSESA 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS   
President 

Mr. Ted Alejandre 
San Bernardino County 

President-Elect 
Ms. L. Karen Monroe 

Alameda County 
Past President 

Dr. Ed Manansala 
El Dorado County 

Treasurer 
Dr. Mary Barlow 

Kern County 
State & Federal Legislative 

Committee Chair 
Mr. James Mousalimas 

San Joaquin County 
Executive Director 
Mr. Peter Birdsall 

 
REGION CHAIRS 

Region 1 Chair 
Dr. Steve Herrington 

Sonoma County 
Region 2 Chair 

Mr. Rich DuVarney 
Tehama County 
Region 3 Chair 
Mr. Mike West 
Colusa County 
Region 4 Chair 

Ms. Lisette Estrella-Henderson 
Solano County 
Region 5 Chair 

Ms. Krystal Lomanto 
San Benito County 

Region 6 Chair 
Ms. Cathy Parker 
Tuolumne County 

Region 7 Chair 
Mr. Jim Yovino 
Fresno County 
Region 8 Chair 

Mr. Stan Mantooth 
Ventura County   
Region 9 Chair 
Dr. Al Mijares 

Orange County 
Region 10 Chair 

Mr. Barry Simpson 
Inyo County 

Region 11 Chair 
Dr. Debra Duardo 

Los Angeles County 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Business Partnerships 

Mr. Dave Gordon  
Sacramento County 

Business and  
Administration (BASC) 

Ms. Janet Riley 
Merced County 
Curriculum and  

Instruction (CISC) 
Ms. Cynthia Glover-Woods 

Riverside County 
Personnel Administrative  

Services (PASSCo) 
Ms. Mari Minjarez Baptista 

Santa Barbara County 
Student Programs and  

Services (SPSSC) 
Ms. Mary Ellen Johnson 
San Bernardino County 

Technology and  
Telecommunications (TTSC) 

Mr. David Wu 
Santa Clara County 
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January 30, 2020 

Ellen Safranek, Director 
Charter School Programs 
U.S. Department of Education, OESE 
400 Maryland Ave SW  
Washington D.C. 20202 

Dear Ms. Safranek, 

The Alameda County Office of Education (ACOE) supports the California Department of 
Education (CDE) in its application for the charter schools program grant for State 
Educational Agencies. California has a long history of providing charter school options 
within the public school system while supporting the quality of charter authorizing and 
accountability.  
 
ACOE was itself awarded a Charter School Program National Leadership Activities Grant in 
2015. The work of the Charter Accountability Resource and Support Network, referred to 
as CARSNet, continues today. CDE supported this work by sitting on our Advisory Board.  
 
CARSNet’s work is in alignment with the CDE - to create greater uniformity in charter 
authorizing practice. Our success is in our structure of using county offices throughout the 
state as regional hubs for training and support. This model enables the identification of 
diverse authorizer needs in our diverse state to provide school districts and county offices 
with tools, training and support for both urban and remote regions. Some of the services 
provided through CARSNet include: 

• “boot camp” intensive petition review and oversight training and assistance,  

• development and dissemination of resources and tools, and 

• coordination of an annual Charter School Authorizers Conference, and  
 
ACOE is currently part of a three year federal Charter Schools Leadership grant, Advancing 
Great Authorizing & Modeling Excellence (A-GAME). We are working with 10 other 
authorizing states in the nation along with the National Charter School Institute and 
Momentum Strategy & Research to develop resources and build capacity for measuring the 
quality of alternative education campuses. CDE is collaborating with us as we build the A-
GAME California Network. This California network includes 10 school districts and county 
offices in California to create a resource specific to California’s needs. 
 
CDE and ACOE are committed to establishing a standard of excellence that will increase the 
knowledge, understanding and quality of charter authorizing throughout California. We 
encourage you to award the funds needed to help California ensure a high quality charter 
school sector. 
 
Very truly, 

 
L. Karen Monroe 
Alameda County Superintendent of Schools 

CA State Board of Education Page 17 of 567
PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e34 



 

CA State Board of Education Page 18 of 567
PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e35 



 

CA State Board of Education Page 19 of 567
PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e36 



 

Neena Goswamy 
166 West Harder Road, Hayward CA 94544 

 | 

Ms. Safranek, 

Charter School Programs 

U.S. Department of Education, OESE 

400 Maryland Ave SW 

Washington D.C. 20202 

Dear Ms. Safranek, 

I am writing to you on behalf of a school that aims to prepare scholars to have agency over their lives, 

Hayward Collegiate. As a native of Hayward, CA, I know the challenges that this community faces in terms of 

educational equity and opportunity. In the Hayward Unified School district, Math and English literacy 

proficiency scores are 28% and 31%, respectively. Hayward Collegiate exists to serve the families who wish to 

have a high-quality education for their students right here in Hayward. 

As a school that focuses on delivering the tools that students need to succeed, we are grateful for the PCSGP 

grant. We have utilized the grant to supplement student learning through individualized online applications 

completed on iPads. Our scholars, who are in Kindergarten and 1st grade now, are already learning the basic 

building blocks of coding and working on programs that test and improve their literary skills.  The grant has 

also given us the funding to give our classrooms a clean and fresh look, with everything from projectors, 

whiteboards, and mobile television sets, to new books and curricula materials. The grant has also made it 

possible to provide high quality materials for our teachers and support quality professional development. The 

CDE has also been very helpful in their technical assistance by answering any questions that we have about 

the grant and supporting us when they have made visits. 

Although we are a new school, we have already seen the impact that the resources provided by the grant 

have had on our students. Teachers are able to focus on teaching students because of their training and 

materials, and our first-grade scholars have already grown from 26% to 47% proficiency, according to their 

most recent NWEA MAP Reading scores. We’d like to support the CDE in return by sharing our best practices 

with other schools, both charter and non-charter. We have already started documenting how we develop our 

processes and professional development to support this endeavor. We want to know that every child has 

access to an incredible education and life opportunities, regardless of where they live or come from.    

Sincerely, 

Neena Goswamy 

Executive Director, Hayward Collegiate 
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Appendix D – Non-Profit Status Evidence 

Not Applicable 
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Appendix E – List of Proprietary Items 

The CA PCSGP does not have any Proprietary Items in the 
application.  
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State of California

EDUCATION CODE

Section  47601

47601. It is the intent of the Legislature, in enacting this part, to provide opportunities
for teachers, parents, pupils, and community members to establish and maintain
schools that operate independently from the existing school district structure, as a
method to accomplish all of the following:

(a) Improve pupil learning.
(b) Increase learning opportunities for all pupils, with special emphasis on expanded

learning experiences for pupils who are identified as academically low achieving.
(c) Encourage the use of different and innovative teaching methods.
(d) Create new professional opportunities for teachers, including the opportunity

to be responsible for the learning program at the schoolsite.
(e) Provide parents and pupils with expanded choices in the types of educational

opportunities that are available within the public school system.
(f) Hold the schools established under this part accountable for meeting measurable

pupil outcomes, and provide the schools with a method to change from rule-based to
performance-based accountability systems.

(g) Provide vigorous competition within the public school system to stimulate
continual improvements in all public schools.

(Amended by Stats. 1998, Ch. 34, Sec. 1.  Effective January 1, 1999.)

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

AUTHENTICATED 
ELECTRONIC LEGAL MATERIAL
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State of California

EDUCATION CODE

Section  47604.32

47604.32. (a)  Each chartering authority, in addition to any other duties imposed by
this part, shall do all of the following with respect to each charter school under its
authority:

(1)  Identify at least one staff member as a contact person for the charter school.
(2)  Visit each charter school at least annually.
(3)  Ensure that each charter school under its authority complies with all reports

required of charter schools by law, including the local control and accountability plan
and annual update to the local control and accountability plan required pursuant to
Section 47606.5.

(4)  Monitor the fiscal condition of each charter school under its authority.
(5)  Provide timely notification to the department if any of the following

circumstances occur or will occur with regard to a charter school for which it is the
chartering authority:

(A)  A renewal of the charter is granted or denied.
(B)  The charter is revoked.
(C)  The charter school will cease operation for any reason.
(b)  The cost of performing the duties required by this section shall be funded with

supervisorial oversight fees collected pursuant to Section 47613.
(Amended by Stats. 2016, Ch. 29, Sec. 17.  (SB 828)  Effective June 27, 2016.)

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

AUTHENTICATED 
ELECTRONIC LEGAL MATERIAL
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State of California

EDUCATION CODE 

Section  47604 

47604. (a)  A charter school may elect to operate as, or be operated by, a nonprofit 
public benefit corporation, formed and organized pursuant to the Nonprofit Public 
Benefit Corporation Law (Part 2 (commencing with Section 5110) of Division 2 of 
Title 1 of the Corporations Code). 

(b)  (1)  On and after July 1, 2019, a petitioner that submits a charter petition or a 
charter school that submits a charter renewal or material revision application shall 
not operate as, or be operated by, a for-profit corporation, a for-profit educational 
management organization, or a for-profit charter management organization. For
purposes of this section, a for-profit educational management organization and a 
for-profit charter management organization are entities that manage or operate a 
charter school. 

(2)  (A)  “Operate as, or be operated by,” as referenced in paragraph (1), means 
services provided by a for-profit corporation to a charter school that include any of 
the following:

(i)  Nominating, appointing, or removing board members or officers of the charter 
school.

(ii)  Employing, supervising, or dismissing employees of the charter school, 
including certificated and noncertificated school personnel. 

(iii)  Managing the charter school’s day-to-day operations as its administrative
manager.

(iv)  Approving, denying, or managing the budget or any expenditures of the charter 
school that are not authorized by the governing body of the charter school. 

(v)  Providing services to a charter school before the governing body of the charter 
school has approved the contract for those services at a publicly noticed meeting. 

(B)  A charter school shall not enter into a subcontract to avoid the requirements 
of this paragraph. 

(c)  A chartering authority that grants a charter to a charter school to be operated 
as or by a nonprofit public benefit corporation shall be entitled to a single representative
on the board of directors of the nonprofit public benefit corporation. 

(d)  A chartering authority that grants a charter to a charter school to be operated 
as or by a nonprofit public benefit corporation is not liable for the debts or obligations
of the charter school or for claims arising from the performance of acts, errors, or 
omissions by the charter school if the chartering authority has complied with all 
oversight responsibilities required by law, including, but not limited to, those required 
by Section 47604.32 and subdivision (m) of Section 47605. 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

AUTHENTICATED 
ELECTRONIC LEGAL MATERIAL
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(e)  This section shall become operative on July 1, 2019. 
(Repealed and added by Stats. 2018, Ch. 291, Sec. 2.  (AB 406)  Effective January 1, 2019.  Section 

operative July 1, 2019, by its own provisions.)
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State of California

EDUCATION CODE 

Section  47605.1 

47605.1. (a)  (1)  Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school that is granted a 
charter from the governing board of a school district or county office of education 
after July 1, 2002, and commences providing educational services to pupils on or 
after July 1, 2002, shall locate in accordance with the geographic and site limitations 
of this part. 

(2)  Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school that is granted a charter by 
the state board after July 1, 2002, and commences providing educational services to 
pupils on or after July 1, 2002, based on the denial of a petition by the governing
board of a school district or county board of education, as described in paragraphs 
(1) and (2) of subdivision (j) of Section 47605, may locate only within the geographic 
boundaries of the chartering entity that initially denied the petition for the charter.

(3)  A charter school that receives approval of its charter from a governing board 
of a school district, a county office of education, or the state board before July 1, 
2002, but does not commence operations until after January 1, 2003, shall be subject 
to the geographic limitations of this part, in accordance with subdivision (d). 

(b)  This section is not intended to affect the admission requirements contained in 
subdivision (d) of Section 47605. 

(c)  (1)  A charter school may establish one resource center, meeting space, or other 
satellite facility within the jurisdiction of the school district where the charter school 
is physically located if the following conditions are met: 

(A)  The facility is used exclusively for the educational support of pupils who are 
enrolled in nonclassroom-based independent study of the charter school. 

(B)  The charter school provides its primary educational services in, and a majority 
of the pupils it serves are residents of, the county in which the charter school is 
authorized.

(2)  Except as provided in paragraphs (5) to (9), inclusive, a charter school shall 
not establish a resource center, meeting space, or other satellite facility in any other 
location than the one authorized in paragraph (1). 

(3)  A charter school shall notify the charter school’s chartering authority of the 
name and physical location of any resource center, meeting space, or other satellite 
facility operated by that charter school. 

(4)  Notwithstanding Section 33050 or any other law, the state board shall not waive
the restrictions listed in this subdivision.

(5)  (A)  A charter school that was operating a resource center, meeting space, or 
other satellite facility outside the jurisdiction of the school district where the charter 
school is physically located before January 1, 2020, may continue to operate the 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

AUTHENTICATED 
ELECTRONIC LEGAL MATERIAL
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resource center, meeting space, or other satellite facility until the charter school 
submits a request for the renewal of its charter petition. To continue operating the 
resource center, meeting space, or other satellite facility, the charter school, before 
submitting the request to the charter school’s chartering authority for the renewal of 
the charter petition, shall first obtain approval in writing from the school district where 
the resource center, meeting space, or other satellite facility is operating. 

(B)  The department shall regard as a continuing charter school for all purposes a 
nonclassroom-based charter school that was granted approval of its petition, that was
providing educational services to pupils prior to October 1, 2019, and is authorized 
by a different chartering authority due to changes to this subdivision by the addition 
of this paragraph that took effect January 1, 2020. 

(6)  A countywide charter school approved by a county office of education that is 
operating a resource center, meeting space, or other satellite facility in a county other 
than the county in which the countywide charter school is authorized before January 
1, 2020, may continue to operate that resource center, meeting space, or other satellite 
facility until the countywide charter school submits a request for the renewal of its 
charter petition. To continue operating the resource center, meeting space, or other 
satellite facility, the countywide charter school, before submitting the request to the 
countywide charter school’s chartering authority for the renewal of the charter petition, 
shall obtain approval in writing from the county office of education where the resource 
center, meeting space, or other satellite facility is operating. 

(7)  If a Presidential declaration of a major disaster or emergency is issued in 
accordance with the federal Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 5121 et seq.) for an area in which a charter school is 
operating a resource center, meeting space, or other satellite facility, the charter school, 
for not more than five years, may relocate the resource center, meeting space, or other 
satellite facility outside the area subject to the Presidential declaration if the charter 
school first obtains the written approval of the school district where the resource 
center, meeting space, or other satellite facility is being relocated to. 

(8)  A charter school may establish additional resource centers, meetings spaces, 
or other satellite facilities within the jurisdiction of the charter school’s chartering 
authority only if both of the following are met: 

(A)  The charter school is physically located within the boundaries of the charter 
school’s chartering authority.

(B)  The charter school has obtained written approval from the charter school’s
chartering authority for each additional resource center, meeting space, or other 
satellite facility.

(9)  (A)  Notwithstanding paragraph (5), a charter school that operates a resource 
center located in a school district outside of the boundaries of the charter school’s
authorizing school district may continue to operate the existing resource center if all 
of the following conditions are met: 

(i)  The charter school operating the resource center is authorized by, and physically
located in, a school district adjacent to a school district with an enrollment of at least 
500,000 pupils. 
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(ii)  The charter school operating the resource center was established before January 
1, 2009. 

(iii)  The resource center is physically located in a school district with an enrollment 
of at least 500,000 pupils and was established before January 1, 2011. 

(iv)  The resource center serves a pupil population of which at least 50 percent of 
the pupils are currently or formerly on probation or were formerly incarcerated 
individuals.

(B)  A charter school described in this paragraph shall not establish a new resource 
center outside of the boundaries of the charter school’s authorizing school district. 

(d)  (1)  For a charter school that was granted approval of its charter before July 1, 
2002, and provided educational services to pupils before July 1, 2002, this section 
only applies to new educational services or schoolsites established or acquired by the 
charter school on or after July 1, 2002. 

(2)  For a charter school that was granted approval of its charter before July 1, 2002, 
but did not provide educational services to pupils before July 1, 2002, this section 
only applies upon the expiration of a charter that is in existence on January 1, 2003. 

(3)  Notwithstanding other implementation timelines in this section, by June 30, 
2005, or upon the expiration of a charter that is in existence on January 1, 2003, 
whichever is later, all charter schools shall be required to comply with this section 
for schoolsites at which educational services are provided to pupils before or after 
July 1, 2002, regardless of whether the charter school initially received approval of 
its charter school petition before July 1, 2002. To achieve compliance with this section, 
a charter school shall be required to receive approval of a charter petition in accordance 
with this section and Section 47605. 

(4)  This section is not intended to affect the authority of a governmental entity to 
revoke a charter that is granted on or before the effective date of this section. 

(e)  A charter school that submits its petition directly to a county board of education, 
as authorized by Section 47605.5 or 47605.6, may establish charter school operations 
only within the geographical boundaries of the county in which that county board of 
education has jurisdiction. 

(f)  Notwithstanding any other law, the jurisdictional limitations set forth in this 
section do not apply to a charter school that provides instruction exclusively in 
partnership with any of the following:

(1)  The federal Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (29 U.S.C. Sec. 3101 
et seq.). 

(2)  Federally affiliated Youth Build programs. 
(3)  Federal job corps training or instruction provided pursuant to a memorandum 

of understanding with the federal provider.
(4)  The California Conservation Corps or local conservation corps certified by the 

California Conservation Corps pursuant to Sections 14507.5 or 14406 of the Public 
Resources Code. 
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(5) Instruction provided to juvenile court school pupils pursuant to subdivision (b) 
of Section 42238.18 or pursuant to Section 1981 for individuals who are placed in a 
residential facility.

(Amended by Stats. 2019, Ch. 487, Sec. 2.  (AB 1507)  Effective January 1, 2020.) 
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State of California

EDUCATION CODE 

Section  47605.4 

47605.4. (a)  Notwithstanding subdivision (l) of Section 47605, teachers employed
by charter schools during the 2019–20 school year shall have until July 1, 2025, to 
obtain the certificate required for the teacher’s certificated assignment. 

(b)  By June 30, 2022, the Commission on Teacher Credentialing shall conduct a 
comprehensive study to examine whether existing certificates, permits, or other 
documents adequately address the needs for noncore, noncollege preparatory courses 
in all schools. Based on the findings, the commission shall consider establishing new
or modifying existing certificates, permits, or other documents and, if necessary, shall 
make recommendations to the appropriate policy committees of the Legislature.

(c)  Subdivision (a) does not lessen the requirements on charter schools regarding
allegations of misconduct pursuant to Sections 44030.5, 44420, and 44940 of this 
code and Section 80303 of Title 5 of the California Code of Regulations.

(d)  This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2026, and as of that 
date is repealed. 

(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 486, Sec. 3.  (AB 1505)  Effective January 1, 2020.  Operative July 1, 2020, 
pursuant to Sec. 18 of Stats. 2019, Ch. 486.  Repealed as of January 1, 2026, by its own provisions.)
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State of California

EDUCATION CODE 

Section  47605.6 

47605.6. (a)  (1)  In addition to the authority provided by Section 47605.5, a county 
board of education may also approve a petition for the operation of a charter school 
that operates at one or more sites within the geographic boundaries of the county and 
that provides instructional services that are not generally provided by a county office 
of education. A county board of education may approve a countywide charter only if 
it finds, in addition to the other requirements of this section, that the educational 
services to be provided by the charter school will offer services to a pupil population 
that will benefit from those services and that cannot be served as well by a charter 
school that operates in only one school district in the county. A petition for the 
establishment of a countywide charter school pursuant to this subdivision may be 
circulated throughout the county by any one or more persons seeking to establish the 
charter school. The petition may be submitted to the county board of education for 
review after either of the following conditions is met: 

(A)  The petition is signed by a number of parents or guardians of pupils residing 
within the county that is equivalent to at least one-half of the number of pupils that 
the charter school estimates will enroll in the school for its first year of operation and 
each of the school districts where the charter school petitioner proposes to operate a 
facility has received at least 30 days’ notice of the petitioner’s intent to operate a 
charter school pursuant to this section. 

(B)  The petition is signed by a number of teachers that is equivalent to at least 
one-half of the number of teachers that the charter school estimates will be employed
at the school during its first year of operation and each of the school districts where 
the charter school petitioner proposes to operate a facility has received at least 30 
days’ notice of the petitioner’s intent to operate a charter school pursuant to this 
section.

(2)  An existing public school shall not be converted to a charter school in 
accordance with this section. 

(3)  After receiving approval of its petition, a charter school that proposes to 
establish operations at additional sites within the geographic boundaries of the county 
board of education shall notify the school districts where those sites will be located. 
The charter school shall also request a material revision of its charter by the county 
board of education that approved its charter and the county board of education shall 
consider whether to approve those additional locations at an open, public meeting, 
held no sooner than 30 days following notification of the school districts where the 
sites will be located. If approved, the location of the approved sites shall be a material 
revision of the charter school’s approved charter.
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(4) A petition shall include a prominent statement indicating that a signature on
the petition means that the parent or guardian is meaningfully interested in having
their child or ward attend the charter school, or in the case of a teacher’s signature, 
means that the teacher is meaningfully interested in teaching at the charter school. 
The proposed charter shall be attached to the petition. 

(b) No later than 60 days after receiving a petition, in accordance with subdivision
(a), the county board of education shall hold a public hearing on the provisions of the 
charter, at which time the county board of education shall consider the level of support 
for the petition by teachers, parents or guardians, and the school districts where the 
charter school petitioner proposes to place school facilities. Following review of the 
petition and the public hearing, the county board of education shall either grant or 
deny the charter within 90 days of receipt of the petition. However, this date may be 
extended by an additional 30 days if both parties agree to the extension. A county 
board of education may impose any additional requirements beyond those required 
by this section that it considers necessary for the sound operation of a countywide 
charter school. A county board of education may grant a charter for the operation of 
a charter school under this part only if it is satisfied that granting the charter is 
consistent with sound educational practice and that the charter school has reasonable 
justification for why it could not be established by petition to a school district pursuant 
to Section 47605. The county board of education shall deny a petition for the 
establishment of a charter school if it finds one or more of the following:

(1) The charter school presents an unsound educational program for the pupils to
be enrolled in the charter school. 

(2) The petitioners are demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement the program 
set forth in the petition. 

(3) The petition does not contain the number of signatures required by subdivision
(a).

(4) The petition does not contain an affirmation of each of the conditions described 
in subdivision (e). 

(5) The petition does not contain reasonably comprehensive descriptions of all of
the following:

(A) (i)  The educational program of the charter school, designed, among other
things, to identify those pupils whom the charter school is attempting to educate, what 
it means to be an “educated person” in the 21st century, and how learning best occurs. 
The goals identified in that program shall include the objective of enabling pupils to 
become self-motivated, competent, and lifelong learners. 

(ii) The annual goals for the charter school for all pupils and for each subgroup of
pupils identified pursuant to Section 52052, to be achieved in the state priorities, as 
described in paragraphs (2) to (8), inclusive, of subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that 
apply for the grade levels served by the charter school, and specific annual actions to 
achieve those goals. A charter petition may identify additional school priorities, the 
goals for the school priorities, and the specific annual actions to achieve those goals. 

(iii) If the proposed charter school will enroll high school pupils, the manner in
which the charter school will inform parents regarding the transferability of courses 
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to other public high schools. Courses offered by the charter school that are accredited 
by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges may be considered to be 
transferable to other public high schools. 

(iv)  If the proposed charter school will enroll high school pupils, information as 
to the manner in which the charter school will inform parents as to whether each 
individual course offered by the charter school meets college entrance requirements. 
Courses approved by the University of California or the California State University
as satisfying their prerequisites for admission may be considered as meeting college
entrance requirements for purposes of this clause. 

(B)  The measurable pupil outcomes identified for use by the charter school. “Pupil 
outcomes,” for purposes of this part, means the extent to which all pupils of the charter 
school demonstrate that they have attained the skills, knowledge, and aptitudes 
specified as goals in the charter school’s educational program. Pupil outcomes shall 
include outcomes that address increases in pupil academic achievement both 
schoolwide and for all groups of pupils served by the charter school, as that term is 
defined in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) of Section 47607. 
The pupil outcomes shall align with the state priorities, as described in paragraphs 
(2) to (8), inclusive, of subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that apply for the grade 
levels served by the charter school. 

(C)  The method by which pupil progress in meeting those pupil outcomes is to be 
measured. To the extent practicable, the method for measuring pupil outcomes for 
state priorities shall be consistent with the way information is reported on a school 
accountability report card. 

(D)  The location of each charter school facility that the petitioner proposes to 
operate.

(E)  The governance structure of the charter school, including, but not limited to, 
the process to be followed by the charter school to ensure parental involvement.

(F)  The qualifications to be met by individuals to be employed by the charter 
school.

(G)  The procedures that the charter school will follow to ensure the health and 
safety of pupils and staff. These procedures shall require all of the following:

(i)  That each employee of the charter school furnish the charter school with a 
criminal record summary as described in Section 44237. 

(ii)  The development of a school safety plan, which shall include the safety topics 
listed in subparagraphs (A) to (J), inclusive, of paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of 
Section 32282. 

(iii)  That the school safety plan be reviewed and updated by March 1 of every year 
by the charter school. 

(H)  The means by which the charter school will achieve a racial and ethnic balance 
among its pupils that is reflective of the general population residing within the 
territorial jurisdiction of the county board of education to which the charter petition 
is submitted. 
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(I) The manner in which annual, independent financial audits shall be conducted,
in accordance with regulations established by the state board, and the manner in which 
audit exceptions and deficiencies shall be resolved.

(J) The procedures by which pupils can be suspended or expelled from the charter
school for disciplinary reasons or otherwise involuntarily removed from the charter 
school for any reason. These procedures, at a minimum, shall include an explanation
of how the charter school will comply with federal and state constitutional procedural 
and substantive due process requirements that is consistent with all of the following:

(i) For suspensions of fewer than 10 days, provide oral or written notice of the
charges against the pupil and, if the pupil denies the charges, an explanation of the 
evidence that supports the charges and an opportunity for the pupil to present the 
pupil’s side of the story.

(ii) For suspensions of 10 days or more and all other expulsions for disciplinary
reasons, both of the following:

(I) Provide timely, written notice of the charges against the pupil and an explanation
of the pupil’s basic rights. 

(II) Provide a hearing adjudicated by a neutral officer within a reasonable number
of days at which the pupil has a fair opportunity to present testimony, evidence, and 
witnesses and confront and cross-examine adverse witnesses, and at which the pupil 
has the right to bring legal counsel or an advocate.

(iii) Contain a clear statement that no pupil shall be involuntarily removed by the
charter school for any reason unless the parent or guardian of the pupil has been 
provided written notice of intent to remove the pupil no less than five schooldays 
before the effective date of the action. The written notice shall be in the native language 
of the pupil or the pupil’s parent or guardian or, if the pupil is a foster child or youth 
or a homeless child or youth, the pupil’s educational rights holder, and shall inform 
the pupil, the pupil’s parent or guardian, or the pupil’s educational rights holder of 
the right to initiate the procedures specified in clause (ii) before the effective date of 
the action. If the pupil’s parent, guardian, or educational rights holder initiates the 
procedures specified in clause (ii), the pupil shall remain enrolled and shall not be 
removed until the charter school issues a final decision. For purposes of this clause, 
“involuntarily removed” includes disenrolled, dismissed, transferred, or terminated, 
but does not include suspensions specified in clauses (i) and (ii). 

(K) The manner by which staff members of the charter school will be covered by
the State Teachers’ Retirement System, the Public Employees’ Retirement System, 
or federal social security.

(L) The procedures to be followed by the charter school and the county board of
education to resolve disputes relating to provisions of the charter.

(M) Admission policy and procedures, consistent with subdivision (e).
(N) The public school attendance alternatives for pupils residing within the county 

who choose not to attend the charter school. 
(O) The rights of an employee of the county office of education, upon leaving the

employment of the county office of education, to be employed by the charter school, 
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and any rights of return to the county office of education that an employee may have
upon leaving the employment of the charter school. 

(P) The procedures to be used if the charter school closes. The procedures shall
ensure a final audit of the charter school to determine the disposition of all assets and 
liabilities of the charter school, including plans for disposing of any net assets and 
for the maintenance and transfer of public records. 

(6) A declaration of whether or not the charter school shall be deemed the exclusive
public school employer of the employees of the charter school for purposes of the 
Educational Employment Relations Act (Chapter 10.7 (commencing with Section 
3540) of Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code). 

(7) Any other basis that the county board of education finds justifies the denial of
the petition. 

(c) A county board of education that approves a petition for the operation of a
countywide charter may, as a condition of charter approval, enter into an agreement 
with a third party, at the expense of the charter school, to oversee, monitor, and report 
to the county board of education on the operations of the charter school. The county 
board of education may prescribe the aspects of the charter school’s operations to be 
monitored by the third party and may prescribe appropriate requirements regarding
the reporting of information concerning the operations of the charter school to the 
county board of education. 

(d) (1)  Charter schools shall meet all statewide standards and conduct the pupil
assessments required pursuant to Section 60605 and any other statewide standards 
authorized in statute or pupil assessments applicable to pupils in noncharter public 
schools.

(2) Charter schools shall on a regular basis consult with their parents and teachers
regarding the charter school’s educational programs. 

(e) (1)  In addition to any other requirement imposed under this part, a charter
school shall be nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, employment practices, 
and all other operations, shall not charge tuition, and shall not discriminate against
any pupil on the basis of ethnicity, national origin, gender, gender identity, gender 
expression, or disability. Except as provided in paragraph (2), admission to a charter 
school shall not be determined according to the place of residence of the pupil, or of 
the pupil’s parent or guardian, within this state. 

(2) (A)  A charter school shall admit all pupils who wish to attend the charter
school.

(B) If the number of pupils who wish to attend the charter school exceeds the
charter school’s capacity, attendance, except for existing pupils of the charter school, 
shall be determined by a public random drawing. Preference shall be extended to 
pupils currently attending the charter school and pupils who reside in the county 
except as provided for in Section 47614.5. Preferences, including, but not limited to, 
siblings of pupils admitted or attending the charter school and children of the charter 
school’s teachers, staff, and founders identified in the initial charter, may also be 
permitted by the chartering authority on an individual charter school basis. Priority 

CA State Board of Education Page 38 of 567

 

PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e55 



order for any preference shall be determined in the charter petition in accordance with 
all of the following:

(i)  Each type of preference shall be approved by the chartering authority at a public 
hearing.

(ii)  Preferences shall be consistent with federal law, the California Constitution, 
and Section 200. 

(iii)  Preferences shall not result in limiting enrollment access for pupils with 
disabilities, academically low-achieving pupils, English learners, neglected or 
delinquent pupils, homeless pupils, or pupils who are economically disadvantaged,
as determined by eligibility for any free or reduced-price meal program, foster youth, 
or pupils based on nationality, race, ethnicity, or sexual orientation. 

(iv)  In accordance with Section 49011, preferences shall not require mandatory 
parental volunteer hours as a criterion for admission or continued enrollment. 

(C)  In the event of a drawing, the county board of education shall make reasonable 
efforts to accommodate the growth of the charter school and in no event shall take
any action to impede the charter school from expanding enrollment to meet pupil 
demand.

(3)  If a pupil is expelled or leaves the charter school without graduating or 
completing the school year for any reason, the charter school shall notify the 
superintendent of the school district of the pupil’s last known address within 30 days 
and shall, upon request, provide that school district with a copy of the cumulative
record of the pupil, including report cards or a transcript of grades, and health 
information. If the pupil is subsequently expelled or leaves the school district without 
graduating or completing the school year for any reason, the school district shall 
provide this information to the charter school within 30 days if the charter school 
demonstrates that the pupil had been enrolled in the charter school. This paragraph 
applies only to pupils subject to compulsory full-time education pursuant to Section 
48200.

(4)  (A)  A charter school shall not discourage a pupil from enrolling or seeking to 
enroll in the charter school for any reason, including, but not limited to, academic 
performance of the pupil or because the pupil exhibits any of the characteristics 
described in clause (iii) of subparagraph (B) of paragraph (2). 

(B)  A charter school shall not request a pupil’s records or require a parent, guardian, 
or pupil to submit the pupil’s records to the charter school before enrollment. 

(C)  A charter school shall not encourage a pupil currently attending the charter 
school to disenroll from the charter school or transfer to another school for any reason, 
including, but not limited to, academic performance of the pupil or because the pupil 
exhibits any of the characteristics described in clause (iii) of subparagraph (B) of 
paragraph (2). This subparagraph shall not apply to actions taken by a charter school 
pursuant to the procedures described in subparagraph (J) of paragraph (5) of 
subdivision (b). 

(D)  The department shall develop a notice of the requirements of this paragraph. 
This notice shall be posted on a charter school’s internet website. A charter school 
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shall provide a parent or guardian, or a pupil if the pupil is 18 years of age or older,
a copy of this notice at all of the following times: 

(i)  When a parent, guardian, or pupil inquires about enrollment. 
(ii)  Before conducting an enrollment lottery.
(iii)  Before disenrollment of a pupil. 
(E)  (i)  A person who suspects that a charter school has violated this paragraph 

may file a complaint with the chartering authority.
(ii)  The department shall develop a template to be used for filing complaints 

pursuant to clause (i). 
(5)  Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school in operation as of July 1, 2019, 

that operates in partnership with the California National Guard may dismiss a pupil 
from the charter school for failing to maintain the minimum standards of conduct 
required by the Military Department. 

(f)  The county board of education shall not require an employee of the county or 
a school district to be employed in a charter school. 

(g)  The county board of education shall not require a pupil enrolled in a county 
program to attend a charter school. 

(h)  The county board of education shall require that the petitioner or petitioners 
provide information regarding the proposed operation and potential effects of the 
charter school, including, but not limited to, the facilities to be used by the charter 
school, the manner in which administrative services of the charter school are to be 
provided, and potential civil liability effects, if any, upon the charter school, any
school district where the charter school may operate, and upon the county board of 
education. The petitioner or petitioners shall also be required to provide financial 
statements that include a proposed first-year operational budget, including startup 
costs, and cashflow and financial projections for the first three years of operation. 

(i)  In reviewing petitions for the establishment of charter schools within the county,
the county board of education shall give preference to petitions that demonstrate the 
capability to provide comprehensive learning experiences to pupils identified by the 
petitioner or petitioners as academically low achieving pursuant to the standards 
established by the department under Section 54032, as that section read before July 
19, 2006. 

(j)  Upon the approval of the petition by the county board of education, the petitioner 
or petitioners shall provide written notice of that approval, including a copy of the 
petition, to the school districts within the county, the Superintendent, and the state 
board.

(k)  If a county board of education denies a petition, the petitioner shall not elect 
to submit the petition for the establishment of the charter school to the state board. 

(l)  Teachers in charter schools shall be required to hold a Commission on Teacher
Credentialing certificate, permit, or other document equivalent to that which a teacher 
in other public schools would be required to hold. These documents shall be maintained 
on file at the charter school and shall be subject to periodic inspection by the chartering 
authority.
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(m)  A charter school shall transmit a copy of its annual, independent, financial 
audit report for the preceding fiscal year, as described in subparagraph (I) of paragraph 
(5) of subdivision (b), to the county office of education, the Controller, and the 
department by December 15 of each year. This subdivision does not apply if the audit 
of the charter school is encompassed in the audit of the chartering authority pursuant 
to Section 41020. 

(n)  A charter school may encourage parental involvement but shall notify the 
parents and guardians of applicant pupils and currently enrolled pupils that parental 
involvement is not a requirement for acceptance to, or continued enrollment at, the 
charter school. 

(Amended by Stats. 2019, Ch. 543, Sec. 4.  (AB 1595)  Effective January 1, 2020.  Superseded on July 
1, 2020; see further amendment by Sec. 4.5 of Stats. 2019, Ch. 543.) 
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State of California

EDUCATION CODE 

Section  47605.9 

47605.9. (a)  A petition to establish a charter school under this part may be submitted 
only to the governing board of the school district or county office of education within 
the boundaries of which the charter school proposes to locate. 

(b)  A charter school operating under a charter approved by the state board pursuant 
to Section 47605, as that section read on January 1, 2019, may continue to operate 
under the authority of that chartering authority only until the date on which the charter 
is up for renewal, at which point the charter school shall submit a petition for renewal
to the governing board of the school district within the boundaries of which the charter 
school is located. If the governing board of the school district denies the renewal
petition, the charter school may submit the petition for renewal directly to the state 
board, which shall review the petition in accordance with subparagraph (B) of 
paragraph (1) of subdivision (k) of Section 47605. If the state board grants renewal
pursuant to Section 47607, the state board shall designate, in consultation with the 
petitioner, either the governing board of the school district or the county board of 
education in which the charter school is located as the chartering authority. Subsequent 
renewals shall be subject to the same requirements as other charter schools authorized 
by the designated chartering authority, including review by the state board in 
accordance with Section 47607 and paragraph (2) of subdivision (k) of Section 47605. 

(c)  A charter school operating under a charter approved by the state board pursuant 
to Section 47605.8, as that section read on January 1, 2019, may continue to operate 
under the authority of that chartering authority only until the date on which the charter 
is up for renewal. The charter school shall submit a petition for renewal to the state 
board. If the state board grants renewal pursuant to Section 47607, the state board 
shall designate, in consultation with the petitioner, the governing board of the school 
district or county board of education in which the charter school is located as the 
chartering authority. A charter school assigned to a county board of education under 
this subdivision shall qualify as a charter school pursuant to Section 47605.6. 
Subsequent renewals shall be subject to the same requirements as other charter schools 
authorized by the same chartering authorities, including review by the state board in 
accordance with Section 47607 and paragraph (2) of subdivision (k) of Section 47605. 

(d)  A charter school designated to a new chartering authority pursuant to this 
section shall be regarded by the department as a continuing charter school for all 
purposes.
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(e)  The requirements of this section shall not be waived by the state board pursuant 
to Section 33050 or any other law.

(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 486, Sec. 6.  (AB 1505)  Effective January 1, 2020.  Operative July 1, 2020, 
pursuant to Sec. 18 of Stats. 2019, Ch. 486.) 
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State of California

EDUCATION CODE 

Section  47605 

47605. (a)  (1)  Except as set forth in paragraph (2), a petition for the establishment 
of a charter school within a school district may be circulated by one or more persons 
seeking to establish the charter school. A petition for the establishment of a charter 
school shall identify a single charter school that will operate within the geographic 
boundaries of that school district. A charter school may propose to operate at multiple 
sites within the school district if each location is identified in the charter school 
petition. The petition may be submitted to the governing board of the school district 
for review after either of the following conditions is met: 

(A)  The petition is signed by a number of parents or legal guardians of pupils that 
is equivalent to at least one-half of the number of pupils that the charter school 
estimates will enroll in the charter school for its first year of operation. 

(B)  The petition is signed by a number of teachers that is equivalent to at least 
one-half of the number of teachers that the charter school estimates will be employed
at the charter school during its first year of operation. 

(2)  A petition that proposes to convert an existing public school to a charter school 
that would not be eligible for a loan pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 41365 may 
be circulated by one or more persons seeking to establish the charter school. The
petition may be submitted to the governing board of the school district for review
after the petition is signed by not less than 50 percent of the permanent status teachers 
currently employed at the public school to be converted.

(3)  A petition shall include a prominent statement that a signature on the petition 
means that the parent or legal guardian is meaningfully interested in having their child 
or ward attend the charter school, or in the case of a teacher’s signature, means that 
the teacher is meaningfully interested in teaching at the charter school. The proposed 
charter shall be attached to the petition. 

(4)  After receiving approval of its petition, a charter school that proposes to 
establish operations at one or more additional sites shall request a material revision
to its charter and shall notify the authority that granted its charter of those additional 
locations. The authority that granted its charter shall consider whether to approve
those additional locations at an open, public meeting. If the additional locations are 
approved, they shall be a material revision to the charter school’s charter.

(5)  (A)  A charter school that established one site outside the boundaries of the 
school district, but within the county in which that school district is located before 
January 1, 2020, may continue to operate that site until the charter school submits a 
request for the renewal of its charter petition. To continue operating the site, the 
charter school shall do either of the following:
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(i)  First, before submitting the request for the renewal of the charter petition, obtain 
approval in writing from the school district where the site is operating. 

(ii)  Submit a request for the renewal of the charter petition pursuant to Section 
47607 to the school district in which the charter school is located. 

(B)  If a Presidential declaration of a major disaster or emergency is issued in 
accordance with the federal Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 5121 et seq.) for an area in which a charter schoolsite 
is located and operating, the charter school, for not more than five years, may relocate 
that site outside the area subject to the Presidential declaration if the charter school 
first obtains the written approval of the school district where the site is being relocated 
to.

(C)  Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), if a charter school was relocated from 
December 31, 2016, to December 31, 2019, inclusive, due to a Presidential declaration 
of a major disaster or emergency in accordance with the federal Robert T. Stafford
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 5121 et seq.), that 
charter school shall be allowed to return to its original campus location in perpetuity.

(D)  A charter school located on a federally recognized California Indian reservation
or rancheria or operated by a federally recognized California Indian tribe shall be 
exempt from the provisions of this paragraph. 

(E)  The department shall regard as a continuing charter school for all purposes a 
charter school that was granted approval of its petition, that was providing educational 
services to pupils prior to October 1, 2019, and is authorized by a different chartering 
authority due to changes to this paragraph that took effect January 1, 2020. 

(6)  Commencing January 1, 2003, a petition to establish a charter school shall not 
be approved to serve pupils in a grade level that is not served by the school district 
of the governing board considering the petition, unless the petition proposes to serve
pupils in all of the grade levels served by that school district. 

(b)  No later than 30 days after receiving a petition, in accordance with subdivision
(a), the governing board of the school district shall hold a public hearing on the 
provisions of the charter, at which time the governing board of the school district 
shall consider the level of support for the petition by teachers employed by the school 
district, other employees of the school district, and parents. Following review of the 
petition and the public hearing, the governing board of the school district shall either 
grant or deny the charter within 60 days of receipt of the petition, provided, however,
that the date may be extended by an additional 30 days if both parties agree to the 
extension. In reviewing petitions for the establishment of charter schools pursuant to 
this section, the chartering authority shall be guided by the intent of the Legislature
that charter schools are and should become an integral part of the California educational 
system and that the establishment of charter schools should be encouraged. The
governing board of the school district shall grant a charter for the operation of a school 
under this part if it is satisfied that granting the charter is consistent with sound 
educational practice. The governing board of the school district shall not deny a 
petition for the establishment of a charter school unless it makes written factual
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findings, specific to the particular petition, setting forth specific facts to support one 
or more of the following findings: 

(1) The charter school presents an unsound educational program for the pupils to
be enrolled in the charter school. 

(2) The petitioners are demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement the program 
set forth in the petition. 

(3) The petition does not contain the number of signatures required by subdivision
(a).

(4) The petition does not contain an affirmation of each of the conditions described 
in subdivision (d). 

(5) The petition does not contain reasonably comprehensive descriptions of all of
the following:

(A) (i)  The educational program of the charter school, designed, among other
things, to identify those whom the charter school is attempting to educate, what it 
means to be an “educated person” in the 21st century, and how learning best occurs. 
The goals identified in that program shall include the objective of enabling pupils to 
become self-motivated, competent, and lifelong learners. 

(ii) The annual goals for the charter school for all pupils and for each subgroup of
pupils identified pursuant to Section 52052, to be achieved in the state priorities, as 
described in paragraphs (2) to (8), inclusive, of subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that 
apply for the grade levels served by the charter school, and specific annual actions to 
achieve those goals. A charter petition may identify additional school priorities, the 
goals for the school priorities, and the specific annual actions to achieve those goals. 

(iii) If the proposed charter school will serve high school pupils, the manner in
which the charter school will inform parents about the transferability of courses to 
other public high schools and the eligibility of courses to meet college entrance 
requirements. Courses offered by the charter school that are accredited by the Western
Association of Schools and Colleges may be considered transferable and courses 
approved by the University of California or the California State University as creditable 
under the “A to G” admissions criteria may be considered to meet college entrance 
requirements.

(B) The measurable pupil outcomes identified for use by the charter school. “Pupil 
outcomes,” for purposes of this part, means the extent to which all pupils of the charter 
school demonstrate that they have attained the skills, knowledge, and attitudes specified 
as goals in the charter school’s educational program. Pupil outcomes shall include 
outcomes that address increases in pupil academic achievement both schoolwide and 
for all groups of pupils served by the charter school, as that term is defined in 
subparagraph (B) of paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) of Section 47607. The pupil 
outcomes shall align with the state priorities, as described in paragraphs (2) to (8), 
inclusive, of subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that apply for the grade levels served
by the charter school. 

(C) The method by which pupil progress in meeting those pupil outcomes is to be
measured. To the extent practicable, the method for measuring pupil outcomes for 
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state priorities shall be consistent with the way information is reported on a school 
accountability report card. 

(D)  The governance structure of the charter school, including, but not limited to, 
the process to be followed by the charter school to ensure parental involvement.

(E)  The qualifications to be met by individuals to be employed by the charter 
school.

(F)  The procedures that the charter school will follow to ensure the health and 
safety of pupils and staff. These procedures shall require all of the following:

(i)  That each employee of the charter school furnish the charter school with a 
criminal record summary as described in Section 44237. 

(ii)  The development of a school safety plan, which shall include the safety topics 
listed in subparagraphs (A) to (J), inclusive, of paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of 
Section 32282. 

(iii)  That the school safety plan be reviewed and updated by March 1 of every year 
by the charter school. 

(G)  The means by which the charter school will achieve a racial and ethnic balance 
among its pupils that is reflective of the general population residing within the 
territorial jurisdiction of the school district to which the charter petition is submitted. 

(H)  Admission policies and procedures, consistent with subdivision (d). 
(I)  The manner in which annual, independent financial audits shall be conducted, 

which shall employ generally accepted accounting principles, and the manner in which 
audit exceptions and deficiencies shall be resolved to the satisfaction of the chartering 
authority.

(J)  The procedures by which pupils can be suspended or expelled from the charter 
school for disciplinary reasons or otherwise involuntarily removed from the charter 
school for any reason. These procedures, at a minimum, shall include an explanation
of how the charter school will comply with federal and state constitutional procedural 
and substantive due process requirements that is consistent with all of the following:

(i)  For suspensions of fewer than 10 days, provide oral or written notice of the 
charges against the pupil and, if the pupil denies the charges, an explanation of the 
evidence that supports the charges and an opportunity for the pupil to present the 
pupil’s side of the story.

(ii)  For suspensions of 10 days or more and all other expulsions for disciplinary 
reasons, both of the following:

(I)  Provide timely, written notice of the charges against the pupil and an explanation
of the pupil’s basic rights. 

(II)  Provide a hearing adjudicated by a neutral officer within a reasonable number 
of days at which the pupil has a fair opportunity to present testimony, evidence, and 
witnesses and confront and cross-examine adverse witnesses, and at which the pupil 
has the right to bring legal counsel or an advocate.

(iii)  Contain a clear statement that no pupil shall be involuntarily removed by the 
charter school for any reason unless the parent or guardian of the pupil has been 
provided written notice of intent to remove the pupil no less than five schooldays 
before the effective date of the action. The written notice shall be in the native language 
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of the pupil or the pupil’s parent or guardian or, if the pupil is a foster child or youth 
or a homeless child or youth, the pupil’s educational rights holder, and shall inform 
the pupil, the pupil’s parent or guardian, or the pupil’s educational rights holder of 
the right to initiate the procedures specified in clause (ii) before the effective date of 
the action. If the pupil’s parent, guardian, or educational rights holder initiates the 
procedures specified in clause (ii), the pupil shall remain enrolled and shall not be 
removed until the charter school issues a final decision. For purposes of this clause, 
“involuntarily removed” includes disenrolled, dismissed, transferred, or terminated, 
but does not include suspensions specified in clauses (i) and (ii). 

(K)  The manner by which staff members of the charter schools will be covered by 
the State Teachers’ Retirement System, the Public Employees’ Retirement System, 
or federal social security.

(L)  The public school attendance alternatives for pupils residing within the school 
district who choose not to attend charter schools. 

(M)  The rights of an employee of the school district upon leaving the employment
of the school district to work in a charter school, and of any rights of return to the 
school district after employment at a charter school. 

(N)  The procedures to be followed by the charter school and the chartering authority 
to resolve disputes relating to provisions of the charter.

(O)  The procedures to be used if the charter school closes. The procedures shall 
ensure a final audit of the charter school to determine the disposition of all assets and 
liabilities of the charter school, including plans for disposing of any net assets and 
for the maintenance and transfer of pupil records. 

(6)  The petition does not contain a declaration of whether or not the charter school 
shall be deemed the exclusive public employer of the employees of the charter school 
for purposes of Chapter 10.7 (commencing with Section 3540) of Division 4 of Title
1 of the Government Code. 

(c)  (1)  Charter schools shall meet all statewide standards and conduct the pupil 
assessments required pursuant to Section 60605 and any other statewide standards 
authorized in statute or pupil assessments applicable to pupils in noncharter public 
schools.

(2)  Charter schools shall, on a regular basis, consult with their parents, legal
guardians, and teachers regarding the charter school’s educational programs. 

(d)  (1)  In addition to any other requirement imposed under this part, a charter 
school shall be nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, employment practices, 
and all other operations, shall not charge tuition, and shall not discriminate against a 
pupil on the basis of the characteristics listed in Section 220. Except as provided in 
paragraph (2), admission to a charter school shall not be determined according to the 
place of residence of the pupil, or of that pupil’s parent or legal guardian, within this 
state, except that an existing public school converting partially or entirely to a charter 
school under this part shall adopt and maintain a policy giving admission preference 
to pupils who reside within the former attendance area of that public school. 

(2)  (A)  A charter school shall admit all pupils who wish to attend the charter 
school.
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(B) If the number of pupils who wish to attend the charter school exceeds the
charter school’s capacity, attendance, except for existing pupils of the charter school, 
shall be determined by a public random drawing. Preference shall be extended to 
pupils currently attending the charter school and pupils who reside in the school 
district except as provided for in Section 47614.5. Preferences, including, but not 
limited to, siblings of pupils admitted or attending the charter school and children of 
the charter school’s teachers, staff, and founders identified in the initial charter, may 
also be permitted by the chartering authority on an individual charter school basis. 
Priority order for any preference shall be determined in the charter petition in 
accordance with all of the following:

(i) Each type of preference shall be approved by the chartering authority at a public 
hearing.

(ii) Preferences shall be consistent with federal law, the California Constitution,
and Section 200. 

(iii) Preferences shall not result in limiting enrollment access for pupils with
disabilities, academically low-achieving pupils, English learners, neglected or 
delinquent pupils, homeless pupils, or pupils who are economically disadvantaged,
as determined by eligibility for any free or reduced-price meal program, foster youth, 
or pupils based on nationality, race, ethnicity, or sexual orientation. 

(iv) In accordance with Section 49011, preferences shall not require mandatory
parental volunteer hours as a criterion for admission or continued enrollment. 

(C) In the event of a drawing, the chartering authority shall make reasonable efforts
to accommodate the growth of the charter school and shall not take any action to 
impede the charter school from expanding enrollment to meet pupil demand. 

(3) If a pupil is expelled or leaves the charter school without graduating or
completing the school year for any reason, the charter school shall notify the 
superintendent of the school district of the pupil’s last known address within 30 days, 
and shall, upon request, provide that school district with a copy of the cumulative
record of the pupil, including report cards or a transcript of grades, and health 
information. If the pupil is subsequently expelled or leaves the school district without 
graduating or completing the school year for any reason, the school district shall 
provide this information to the charter school within 30 days if the charter school 
demonstrates that the pupil had been enrolled in the charter school. This paragraph 
applies only to pupils subject to compulsory full-time education pursuant to Section 
48200.

(4) (A)  A charter school shall not discourage a pupil from enrolling or seeking to
enroll in the charter school for any reason, including, but not limited to, academic 
performance of the pupil or because the pupil exhibits any of the characteristics 
described in clause (iii) of subparagraph (B) of paragraph (2). 

(B) A charter school shall not request a pupil’s records or require a parent, guardian, 
or pupil to submit the pupil’s records to the charter school before enrollment. 

(C) A charter school shall not encourage a pupil currently attending the charter
school to disenroll from the charter school or transfer to another school for any reason, 
including, but not limited to, academic performance of the pupil or because the pupil 
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exhibits any of the characteristics described in clause (iii) of subparagraph (B) of 
paragraph (2). This subparagraph shall not apply to actions taken by a charter school 
pursuant to the procedures described in subparagraph (J) of paragraph (5) of 
subdivision (b). 

(D)  The department shall develop a notice of the requirements of this paragraph. 
This notice shall be posted on a charter school’s internet website. A charter school 
shall provide a parent or guardian, or a pupil if the pupil is 18 years of age or older,
a copy of this notice at all of the following times: 

(i)  When a parent, guardian, or pupil inquires about enrollment. 
(ii)  Before conducting an enrollment lottery.
(iii)  Before disenrollment of a pupil. 
(E)  (i)  A person who suspects that a charter school has violated this paragraph 

may file a complaint with the chartering authority.
(ii)  The department shall develop a template to be used for filing complaints 

pursuant to clause (i). 
(5)  Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school in operation as of July 1, 2019, 

that operates in partnership with the California National Guard may dismiss a pupil 
from the charter school for failing to maintain the minimum standards of conduct 
required by the Military Department. 

(e)  The governing board of a school district shall not require an employee of the 
school district to be employed in a charter school. 

(f)  The governing board of a school district shall not require a pupil enrolled in 
the school district to attend a charter school. 

(g)  The governing board of a school district shall require that the petitioner or 
petitioners provide information regarding the proposed operation and potential effects
of the charter school, including, but not limited to, the facilities to be used by the 
charter school, the manner in which administrative services of the charter school are 
to be provided, and potential civil liability effects, if any, upon the charter school and 
upon the school district. The description of the facilities to be used by the charter 
school shall specify where the charter school intends to locate. The petitioner or 
petitioners also shall be required to provide financial statements that include a proposed 
first-year operational budget, including startup costs, and cashflow and financial 
projections for the first three years of operation. 

(h)  In reviewing petitions for the establishment of charter schools within the school 
district, the governing board of the school district shall give preference to petitions 
that demonstrate the capability to provide comprehensive learning experiences to 
pupils identified by the petitioner or petitioners as academically low achieving pursuant 
to the standards established by the department under Section 54032, as that section 
read before July 19, 2006. 

(i)  Upon the approval of the petition by the governing board of the school district, 
the petitioner or petitioners shall provide written notice of that approval, including a 
copy of the petition, to the applicable county superintendent of schools, the department, 
and the state board. 
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(j)  (1)  If the governing board of a school district denies a petition, the petitioner 
may elect to submit the petition for the establishment of a charter school to the county 
board of education. The county board of education shall review the petition pursuant 
to subdivision (b). If the petitioner elects to submit a petition for establishment of a 
charter school to the county board of education and the county board of education 
denies the petition, the petitioner may file a petition for establishment of a charter 
school with the state board, and the state board may approve the petition, in accordance 
with subdivision (b). A charter school that receives approval of its petition from a 
county board of education or from the state board on appeal shall be subject to the 
same requirements concerning geographic location to which it would otherwise be 
subject if it received approval from the school district to which it originally submitted 
its petition. A charter petition that is submitted to either a county board of education 
or to the state board shall meet all otherwise applicable petition requirements, including 
the identification of the proposed site or sites where the charter school will operate. 

(2)  In assuming its role as a chartering authority, the state board shall develop
criteria to be used for the review and approval of charter school petitions presented 
to the state board. The criteria shall address all elements required for charter approval,
as identified in subdivision (b), and shall define “reasonably comprehensive,” as used 
in paragraph (5) of subdivision (b), in a way that is consistent with the intent of this 
part. Upon satisfactory completion of the criteria, the state board shall adopt the 
criteria on or before June 30, 2001. 

(3)  A charter school for which a charter is granted by either the county board of 
education or the state board based on an appeal pursuant to this subdivision shall 
qualify fully as a charter school for all funding and other purposes of this part. 

(4)  If either the county board of education or the state board fails to act on a petition 
within 120 days of receipt, the decision of the governing board of the school district 
to deny the petition shall be subject to judicial review.

(5)  The state board shall adopt regulations implementing this subdivision.
(6)  Upon the approval of the petition by the county board of education, the petitioner 

or petitioners shall provide written notice of that approval, including a copy of the 
petition, to the department and the state board. 

(k)  (1)  The state board may, by mutual agreement, designate its supervisorial and 
oversight responsibilities for a charter school approved by the state board to any local 
educational agency in the county in which the charter school is located or to the 
governing board of the school district that first denied the petition. 

(2)  The designated local educational agency shall have all monitoring and 
supervising authority of a chartering authority, including, but not limited to, powers
and duties set forth in Section 47607, except the power of revocation, which shall 
remain with the state board. 

(3)  A charter school that is granted its charter through an appeal to the state board 
and elects to seek renewal of its charter shall, before expiration of the charter, submit 
its petition for renewal to the governing board of the school district that initially denied 
the charter. If the governing board of the school district denies the charter school’s
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petition for renewal, the charter school may petition the state board for renewal of its 
charter.

(l)  Teachers in charter schools shall hold a Commission on Teacher Credentialing 
certificate, permit, or other document equivalent to that which a teacher in other public 
schools would be required to hold. These documents shall be maintained on file at 
the charter school and are subject to periodic inspection by the chartering authority.
It is the intent of the Legislature that charter schools be given flexibility with regard
to noncore, noncollege preparatory courses. 

(m)  A charter school shall transmit a copy of its annual, independent financial 
audit report for the preceding fiscal year, as described in subparagraph (I) of paragraph 
(5) of subdivision (b), to its chartering authority, the Controller, the county 
superintendent of schools of the county in which the charter school is sited, unless 
the county board of education of the county in which the charter school is sited is the 
chartering authority, and the department by December 15 of each year. This subdivision
does not apply if the audit of the charter school is encompassed in the audit of the 
chartering authority pursuant to Section 41020. 

(n)  A charter school may encourage parental involvement, but shall notify the 
parents and guardians of applicant pupils and currently enrolled pupils that parental 
involvement is not a requirement for acceptance to, or continued enrollment at, the 
charter school. 

(Amended by Stats. 2019, Ch. 543, Sec. 3.2.  (AB 1595)  Effective January 1, 2020.  Superseded on 
July 1, 2020; see further amendment by Sec. 3.3 of Stats. 2019, Ch. 543) 
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State of California

EDUCATION CODE

Section  47611.5

47611.5. (a)  Chapter 10.7 (commencing with Section 3540) of Division 4 of Title
1 of the Government Code shall apply to charter schools.

(b)  A charter school charter shall contain a declaration regarding whether or not
the charter school shall be deemed the exclusive public school employer of the
employees at the charter school for the purposes of Section 3540.1 of the Government
Code. If the charter school is not so deemed a public school employer, the school
district where the charter is located shall be deemed the public school employer for
the purposes of Chapter 10.7 (commencing with Section 3540) of Division 4 of the
Government Code.

(c)  If the charter of a charter school does not specify that it shall comply with those
statutes and regulations governing public school employers that establish and regulate
tenure or a merit or civil service system, the scope of representation for that charter
school shall also include discipline and dismissal of charter school employees.

(d)  The Public Employment Relations Board shall take into account the Charter
Schools Act of 1992 (Part 26.8 (commencing with Section 47600)) when deciding
cases brought before it related to charter schools.

(e)  The approval or a denial of a charter petition by a granting agency pursuant to
subdivision (b) of Section 47605 shall not be controlled by collective bargaining
agreements nor subject to review or regulation by the Public Employment Relations
Board.

(f)  By March 31, 2000, all existing charter schools must declare whether or not
they shall be deemed a public school employer in accordance with subdivision (b),
and such declaration shall not be materially inconsistent with the charter.

(Amended by Stats. 2000, Ch. 135, Sec. 45.  Effective January 1, 2001.)

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
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State of California

EDUCATION CODE

Section  47612

47612. (a)  A charter school shall be deemed to be under the exclusive control of
the officers of the public schools for purposes of Section 8 of Article IX of the
California Constitution, with regard to the appropriation of public moneys to be
apportioned to any charter school, including, but not necessarily limited to,
appropriations made for purposes of this chapter.

(b)  The average daily attendance in a charter school may not, in any event, be
generated by a pupil who is not a California resident. To remain eligible for generating
charter school apportionments, a pupil over 19 years of age shall be continuously
enrolled in public school and make satisfactory progress towards award of a high
school diploma. The state board shall, on or before January 1, 2000, adopt regulations
defining “satisfactory progress.”

(c)  A charter school shall be deemed to be a “school district” for purposes of Article
1 (commencing with Section 14000) of Chapter 1 of Part 9 of Division 1 of Title 1,
Section 41301, Section 41302.5, Article 10 (commencing with Section 41850) of
Chapter 5 of Part 24 of Division 3, Section 47638, and Sections 8 and 8.5 of Article
XVI of the California Constitution.

(d)  For purposes of calculating average daily attendance, no pupil shall generate
more than one day of attendance in a calendar day. Notwithstanding any other law,
a charter school that operates a multitrack calendar shall comply with all of the
following:

(1)  Calculate attendance separately for each track. The divisor in the calculation
shall be the calendar days in which school was taught for pupils in each track.

(2)  Operate no more than five tracks.
(3)  Operate each track for a minimum of 175 days. If the charter school is a

conversion school, the charter school may continue its previous schedule as long as
it provides no fewer than 163 days of instruction in each track.

(4)  For each track, provide the total number of instructional minutes, as specified
in Section 47612.5.

(5)  No track shall have less than 55 percent of its schooldays before April 15.
(6)  Unless otherwise authorized by statute, no pupil shall generate more than one

unit of average daily attendance in a fiscal year.
(e)  Compliance with the conditions set forth in this section shall be included in

the audits conducted pursuant to Section 41020.
(Amended by Stats. 2013, Ch. 357, Sec. 33.  (SB 97)  Effective September 26, 2013.)
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State of California

EDUCATION CODE

Section  47614

47614. (a)  The intent of the people in amending Section 47614 is that public school
facilities should be shared fairly among all public school pupils, including those in
charter schools.

(b)  Each school district shall make available, to each charter school operating in
the school district, facilities sufficient for the charter school to accommodate all of
the charter school’s in-district students in conditions reasonably equivalent to those
in which the students would be accommodated if they were attending other public
schools of the district. Facilities provided shall be contiguous, furnished, and equipped,
and shall remain the property of the school district. The school district shall make
reasonable efforts to provide the charter school with facilities near to where the charter
school wishes to locate, and shall not move the charter school unnecessarily.

(1)  The school district may charge the charter school a pro rata share (based on
the ratio of space allocated by the school district to the charter school divided by the
total space of the district) of those school district facilities costs which the school
district pays for with unrestricted general fund revenues. The charter school shall not
be otherwise charged for use of the facilities. No school district shall be required to
use unrestricted general fund revenues to rent, buy, or lease facilities for charter school
students.

(2)  Each year each charter school desiring facilities from a school district in which
it is operating shall provide the school district with a reasonable projection of the
charter school’s average daily classroom attendance by in-district students for the
following year. The district shall allocate facilities to the charter school for that
following year based upon this projection. If the charter school, during that following
year, generates less average daily classroom attendance by in-district students than
it projected, the charter school shall reimburse the district for the over-allocated space
at rates to be set by the State Board of Education.

(3)  Each school district’s responsibilities under this section shall take effect three
years from the effective date of the measure which added this subparagraph, or if the
school district passes a school bond measure prior to that time on the first day of July
next following such passage.

(4)  Facilities requests based upon projections of fewer than 80 units of average
daily classroom attendance for the year may be denied by the school district.

(5)  The term “operating,” as used in this section, shall mean either currently
providing public education to in-district students, or having identified at least 80
in-district students who are meaningfully interested in enrolling in the charter school
for the following year.

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
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(6)  The State Department of Education shall propose, and the State Board of
Education may adopt, regulations implementing this subdivision, including but not
limited to defining the terms “average daily classroom attendance,” “conditions
reasonably equivalent,” “in-district students,” “facilities costs,” as well as defining
the procedures and establishing timelines for the request for, reimbursement for, and
provision of, facilities.

(Amended November 7, 2000, by initiative Proposition 39, Sec. 6.  Note: Prop. 39 is titled the Smaller
Classes, Safer Schools and Financial Accountability Act. )
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State of California

EDUCATION CODE

Section  47634.4

47634.4. (a)  A charter school that elects to receive its funding directly, pursuant to
Section 47651, may apply individually for federal and state categorical programs, not
excluded in this section, but only to the extent it is eligible for funding and meets the
provisions of the program. For purposes of determining eligibility for, and allocation
of, state or federal categorical aid, a charter school that applies individually shall be
deemed to be a school district, except as otherwise provided in this chapter.

(b) A charter school that does not elect to receive its funding directly, pursuant to
Section 47651, may apply, in cooperation with its chartering authority, for federal
and state categorical programs not specified in this section, but only to the extent it
is eligible for funding and meets the provisions of the program.

(c) Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school shall not apply directly for
categorical programs for which services are exclusively or almost exclusively provided
by a county office of education.

(d) Consistent with subdivision (c), a charter school shall not receive direct funding
for any of the following county-administered categorical programs:

(1) American Indian Education Centers.
(2) County Office Fiscal Crisis and Management Assistance Team.
(3) The K–12 High Speed Network.
(e) A charter school may apply separately for district-level or school-level grants

associated with any of the categorical programs specified in subdivision (d).
(Amended by Stats. 2015, Ch. 538, Sec. 24.  (SB 416)  Effective January 1, 2016.)
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State of California

EDUCATION CODE

Section  47652

47652. (a)  Notwithstanding Section 41330, a charter school in its first year of
operation shall be eligible to receive funding for the advance apportionment based
on an estimate of average daily attendance for the current fiscal year, as approved by
the local educational agency that granted its charter and the county office of education
in which the charter-granting agency is located. For charter schools approved by the
state board, estimated average daily attendance shall be submitted directly to, and
approved by, the department. Not later than five business days following the end of
the first 20 schooldays, a charter school receiving funding pursuant to this section
shall report to the department its actual average daily attendance for that first month,
and the Superintendent shall adjust immediately, but not later than 45 days, the amount
of its advance apportionment accordingly.

(b)  In addition to funding received pursuant to Section 41330, a charter school in
its second or later year of operation also shall be eligible to receive an advance
apportionment pursuant to the process and conditions described in subdivision (a) in
any year in which the charter school is adding at least one grade level. The average
daily attendance funded for a new grade level shall not exceed the portion of the
certified average daily attendance at the second principal apportionment for the prior
year that was attributable to pupils in the highest grade served by the charter school.

(c)  A charter school in its first year of operation may only commence instruction
within the first three months of the fiscal year beginning July 1 of that year. A charter
school shall not be eligible for an apportionment pursuant to subdivision (a), or any
other apportionment for a fiscal year in which instruction commenced after September
30 of that fiscal year.

(Amended by Stats. 2006, Ch. 139, Sec. 1.  Effective January 1, 2007.)
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State of California

EDUCATION CODE 

Section  52064.5 

52064.5. (a)  On or before October 1, 2016, the state board shall adopt evaluation
rubrics for all of the following purposes: 

(1)  To assist a school district, county office of education, or charter school in 
evaluating its strengths, weaknesses, and areas that require improvement.

(2)  To assist a county superintendent of schools, the department, or a chartering 
authority in identifying school districts, county offices of education, and charter 
schools in need of technical assistance pursuant to Section 52071, 52071.5, or 47607.3, 
as applicable, and the specific priorities upon which the technical assistance should 
be focused. 

(3)  To assist the Superintendent in identifying school districts and county offices 
of education for which intervention pursuant to Section 52072 or 52072.5, as 
applicable, is warranted.

(b)  The evaluation rubrics shall reflect a holistic, multidimensional assessment of 
school district and individual schoolsite performance and shall include all of the state 
priorities described in subdivision (d) of Section 52060. 

(c)  As part of the evaluation rubrics, the state board shall adopt state and local 
indicators to measure school district and individual schoolsite performance in regard
to each of the state priorities described in subdivision (d) of Section 52060. No later 
than January 31, 2021, local indicators shall reflect school-level data to the extent the 
department collects or otherwise has access to relevant and reliable school-level data 
for all schools statewide.

(d)  The state board may adopt alternate methods for calculating the state and local 
indicators described in subdivision (c) for alternative schools, as described in 
subdivision (d) of Section 52052, if appropriate to more fairly evaluate the performance 
of these schools or of a specific category of these schools. Alternate methods may 
include an individual pupil growth model. 

(e)  (1)  As part of the evaluation rubrics, the state board shall adopt standards for 
school district and individual schoolsite performance and expectations for improvement
in regard to each of the state priorities described in subdivision (d) of Section 52060. 
The standards shall be based on the state and local indicators specified in subdivision
(c).

(2)  No later than January 31, 2020, the standards for local indicators shall, at a 
minimum, ensure that the governing board of a school district, the county board of 
education, and the governing body of a charter school review any data to be publicly 
reported for local indicators in conjunction with adoption of the local control and 
accountability plan pursuant to Section 52062, 52068, or 47606.5, as applicable. No 
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later than January 31, 2021, the standards for local indicators for which the department 
collects or otherwise has access to relevant and reliable school-level data for all schools 
statewide shall, to the extent practicable, be based on objective criteria, which may 
include, but are not necessarily limited to, the extent of any disparities across 
schoolsites within a school district or county office of education or performance 
relative to statewide data. 

(f)  The department, in collaboration with, and subject to the approval of, the 
executive director of the state board, shall develop and maintain the California School 
Dashboard, a Web-based system for publicly reporting performance data on the state 
and local indicators included in the evaluation rubrics. 

(g)  As part of the evaluation rubrics, the state board shall adopt performance criteria 
for local educational agency assistance and intervention pursuant to Sections 47607.3, 
52071, 52071.5, 52072, and 52072.5. The criteria shall be based on performance by 
pupil subgroups either across two or more of the state and local indicators specified 
in subdivision (c) or across two or more of the state priorities described in subdivision
(d) of Section 52060 and subdivision (d) of Section 52066. 

(Amended by Stats. 2019, Ch. 51, Sec. 37.  (SB 75)  Effective July 1, 2019.) 
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 California CSP Glossary  
The following acronyms and terms are used throughout the CSP Project Narrative. Readers of the project are encouraged 
to refer to this glossary as needed. 

Acronym/Term Definition 
California School 
Dashboard 

The California School Dashboard (Dashboard) is a Web site released in March 2017 that 
parents/guardians, educators, and the public can use to see how districts and schools are meeting 
the needs of California's diverse student population based on the concise set of measures included 
in the new accountability system, including test scores, graduation rates, English learner progress, 
and suspension rates. Additionally, the Dashboard includes reporting and evaluation of local 
indicators. The Dashboard is part of California's new school accountability system based on the 
Local Control Funding Formula, enacted in 2013. As provisioned in California Education Code, the 
Dashboard will be used to support local educational agencies (LEAs) in identifying strengths, 
weaknesses, and areas for improvement; to assist in determining whether LEAs and schools are 
eligible for technical assistance; and to assist the state in determining whether LEAs and schools are 
eligible for more intensive support/intervention.  
http://www.caschooldashboard.org/  

CAASPP The California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) System was 
established on January 1, 2014. The CAASPP System replaced the Standardized Testing and 
Reporting (STAR) Program, which became inoperative on July 1, 2013. The CAASPP system 
includes the Smarter Balanced summative assessments for English language arts/literacy and 
mathematics, the California Science Tests, the reading/language arts standards-based Tests in 
Spanish, and the California Alternative Assessments.  
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/  
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Acronym/Term Definition 
CDE The California Department of Education (CDE) oversees the state's diverse and dynamic public 

school system, which is responsible for the education of more than seven million children and young 
adults in more than 10,000 schools. The CDE and the State Superintendent of Public Instruction are 
responsible for enforcing education law and regulations and for continuing to reform and improve 
public elementary school programs, secondary school programs, adult education, expanded learning 
programs, and some preschool and child care programs. The CDE's mission is to provide a world-
class education for all students, from early childhood to adulthood. The CDE serves the state by 
innovating and collaborating with educators, schools, parents, and community partners, preparing 
students to live, work, and thrive in a highly connected world. 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/  

COE There are 58 county offices of education (COEs) in California that provide services to the state’s 
school districts. COEs have elected governing boards and are administered by elected or appointed 
county superintendents. The county superintendent is responsible for examining and approving 
school district budgets and expenditures and for reviewing and approving Local Control and 
Accountability Plans. COEs support school districts by performing tasks that can be done more 
efficiently and economically at the county level. COEs provide or help formulate new curricula, staff 
development and training programs, and instructional procedures; design business and personnel 
systems; and perform many other services to meet changing needs and requirements. When 
economic or technical conditions make county or regional services most appropriate for students, 
COEs provide a wide range of services, including special and vocational education, programs for 
youths at risk of failure, and instruction in juvenile detention facilities. In addition, several statutes 
give COEs responsibility for monitoring districts for adequate textbooks, facilities, and teacher 
qualifications. 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/sd/co/coes.asp  
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Acronym/Term Definition 
Curriculum 
Frameworks 

The California State Board of Education (SBE) adopts curriculum frameworks for kindergarten 
through grade twelve (K–12) in accordance with California Education Code (EC) Section 51002, 
which calls for the development of “broad minimum standards and guidelines for educational 
programs.” Curriculum frameworks are aligned to the SBE-adopted academic content standards. 
The SBE has adopted curriculum frameworks in various content areas, including English language 
arts/English language development, mathematics, history–social science, science, visual and 
performing arts, career technical education, health, world language, and physical education. The 
Instructional Quality Commission (IQC) develops the curriculum frameworks under the authority of 
EC Section 33538, in a process defined in the California Code of Regulations, Title 5, sections 
9510–9516.  
The process begins with the California Department of Education conducting four focus groups of 
educators to get input on improvements to an existing framework. The IQC recruits members for the 
Curriculum Framework and Evaluation Criteria Committee (CFCC). The CFCC is composed of a 
minimum of nine to a maximum of 20 members, at least half of whom are classroom teachers. The 
IQC makes recommendations to the SBE about the development of a curriculum framework and 
appointments to the CFCC.  
Curriculum frameworks are developed in a public manner. The CFCC develops a draft document, 
and the IQC prepares the draft framework for field review and holds public meetings on the 
document. The IQC is responsible for the draft framework that is recommended to the SBE. After a 
60-day public comment period, the SBE also holds a public hearing prior to considering the
framework for adoption. After adoption, the frameworks are available for purchase through the CDE
and may be viewed on the CDE All Curriculum Frameworks Web page at
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/cf/allfwks.asp.
Curriculum frameworks have drawn state and national recognition for focusing directly on the 
curriculum and for contributing substantively to the improvement of teaching and learning. Based on 
current research in education and the specific content area, the frameworks provide a firm 
foundation for curriculum and instruction by describing the scope and sequence of knowledge and 
the skills that all students are expected to master. The frameworks’ overarching dedication is to the 
balance of factual knowledge, fundamental skills, and the application of knowledge and skills. 
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Acronym/Term Definition 
Curriculum 
Frameworks 
(continued) 

In addition, the frameworks establish criteria to evaluate instructional materials. These criteria are 
used to select, through the state adoption process mandated in EC sections 60200–60206, 
instructional materials for K–8. Frameworks also guide district selection of instructional resources for 
grades nine through twelve. Although curriculum frameworks cover the K–12 educational program, 
their effect can be seen in preschool programs, child-care centers, adult education programs, higher 
education instruction, and university entrance requirements. 

EL The Every Student Succeeds Act defines the term English learner (EL) as an individual: 
(A) who is aged 3 through 21; 
(B) who is enrolled or preparing to enroll in an elementary school or secondary school; 
(C) (i) who was not born in the United States or whose native language is a language other than 

English; 
(ii)(I) who is a Native American or Alaska Native, or a native resident of the outlying areas; 

and 
(II) who comes from an environment where a language other than English has had a 

significant impact on the individual’s level of English language proficiency; or 
(iii) who is migratory, whose native language is a language other than English, and who 

comes from an environment where a language other than English is dominant; and 
(D) whose difficulties in speaking, reading, writing, or understanding the English language may 

be sufficient to deny the individual— 
(i) the ability to meet the challenging state academic standards; 
(ii)  the ability to successfully achieve in classrooms where the language of instruction is 

English; or 
(iii) the opportunity to participate fully in society. 

Federal Program 
Monitoring 

California provides a coordinated and transparent federal program monitoring (FPM) process to 
ensure LEAs are meeting program requirements and spending program funds appropriately as 
required by law. All LEAs in the state are divided into four cohorts. Two cohorts are subject to review 
each year. Thus, the CDE’s FPM process includes a data review of 50 percent of the LEAs in the 
state to identify and conduct a total of 125 LEA on-site and online reviews during any given year. 
The remaining 50 percent of the LEAs in the state receive the data review the following year. A 
description of the FPM process, LEAs identified in each cohort, LEAs selected for online or on-site 
reviews, and program instruments can be found on the CDE Compliance Monitoring Web page at 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/cr/. 
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Acronym/Term Definition 
LCAP The Local Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP) is an important component of California’s Local 

Control Funding Formula (LCFF). The LCAP is a tool that California local educational agencies use 
to set goals, plan actions, and leverage resources to meet those goals to improve student outcomes 
with specific activities to address state and local priorities. The eight state priorities include the 
following: 

1. Basic  
a. Teacher assignment 
b. Access to standards-aligned instructional materials 
c. Facilities 

2. Implementation of State Standards 
3. Parental Involvement 
4. Pupil Achievement 
5. Pupil Engagement 
6. School Climate 
7. Course Access 
8. Other Pupil Outcomes 

ESSA local planning requirements are addressed in the LEA LCAP Addendum described below.  

California Education Code requires that LCAPs be developed in a public process in consultation with 
teachers, principals, administrators, other school personnel, local bargaining units of the school 
district, parents, and pupils.  
http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/lc/  
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Acronym/Term Definition 
LCAP Addendum The Local Control and Accountability Plan Addendum (LCAP Addendum) is the mechanism by 

which local educational agencies will address local planning requirements of Every Student 
Succeeds Act programs within the LCAP development process. The addendum is intended to 
supplement the LCAP, just as ESSA funds are intended to supplement state funds. It addresses the 
local planning requirements for the following ESSA programs:  

• Title I, Part A: Improving Basic Programs Operated by State and Local Educational Agencies 

• Title I, Part D: Prevention and Intervention Programs for Children and Youth Who Are 
Neglected, Delinquent, or  
At-Risk 

• Title II, Part A: Supporting Effective Instruction 

• Title III, Part A: Language Instruction for English Learners and Immigrant Students 

• Title IV, Part A: Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants 
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Acronym/Term Definition 
LCFF California’s 2013–14 Budget Act enacted landmark legislation that greatly simplifies the school 

finance system and provides additional resources to local educational agencies serving students 
with greater educational needs. The changes introduced by the Local Control Funding Formula 
(LCFF) represent a major shift in how the state funds local educational agencies (LEAs), eliminating 
revenue limits and most state categorical programs. LEAs receive funding based on the 
demographic profile of the students they serve and gain greater flexibility to use these funds to 
improve student outcomes. More information regarding the LCFF is available on the California 
Department of Education (CDE) LCFF Overview Web page at 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/aa/lc/lcffoverview.asp.  

LEAs receive a base grant based upon average daily attendance with additional funds for students 
in certain grade spans. In addition, they receive a supplemental grant equal to 20 percent of the 
base grant based on the number of students eligible to receive free or reduced-price meals, English 
learners, and foster youth students, and a concentration grant equal to 50 percent of the adjusted 
base grant for these same students when exceeding 55 percent of an LEA’s enrollment. LEAs have 
broad discretion regarding use of the base grants but are required to develop, adopt, and annually 
update a three-year Local Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP) which describes how they intend 
to meet annual goals for all pupils, with specific activities to address state and local priorities 
identified in LCFF statute. The law requires LEAs to increase or improve services for high-need 
students in proportion to the additional funding apportioned on the basis of the target student 
enrollment in the district. 

LEA In California, local educational agencies (LEAs) include county offices of education, school districts, 
and direct-funded charter schools.  

SBE The California State Board of Education (SBE) is the state’s 11 member K–12 policy-making body 
for academic standards, curriculum, instructional materials, assessments, and accountability. 
California Education Code 12032 officially designates the SBE as the state educational agency 
(SEA) for federally funded education programs, including the Every Student Succeeds Act. The SEA 
has the primary responsibility for overseeing the state’s full compliance with provisions of federal law 
including school accountability. 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/  
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Acronym/Term Definition 
SEA The state educational agency (SEA) is defined in ESSA as the agency primarily responsible for the 

state supervision of public elementary schools and secondary schools. California Education Code 
12032 officially designates the State Board of Education as the SEA for federally funded education 
programs, including the ESSA.  
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Example of High-Quality Charter School 
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SCHOOL PERFORMANCE OVERVIEW

Yu Ming Charter
Explore the performance of Yu Ming Charter under California's 
Accountability System.

2019

Generate PDF Report 

View Additional Reports 

Chronic Absenteeism 

Blue 

Suspension Rate 

Blue 

English Learner Progress 

No Performance Color 

English Language Arts 

Blue 

Mathematics 

Blue 

Basics: Teachers, 
Instructional Materials, 

Facilities

STANDARD MET

Implementation of 
Academic Standards

STANDARD MET

Parent and Family 
Engagement

STANDARD MET

Local Climate Survey

STANDARD MET

Access to a Broad Course 
of Study

STANDARD MET

School Details

Optional Narrative  
Summary
Completed By Yu Ming Charter

Yu Ming Charter School is the recipient of the 2019  
National Blue Ribbon School. Our dual-immersion (Mandarin/English) rigorous  
educational program serves approximately 447 students in grades K-8 with student  
demographics that include 47% Asian, 34% 2+ Races, 8% White, 6% African  
American, 5% Hispanic, 2 of which, 6% are Students with Disabilities, 7% English  
Language Learners (ELL), and 15% Socio-economically  
Disadvantaged.

NAME

Yu Ming Charter
ADDRESS

1086 Alcatraz Avenue 
Oakland, CA 94608-1265 

WEBSITE

http://www.yumingscho…
GRADES SERVED

K-8

YU MING CHARTER

Student Population
Explore information about this school's student 

population.

Page 1 of 5Yu Ming Charter Summary | California School Dashboard (CA Dept of Education)

4/2/2020https://www.caschooldashboard.org/reports/01100170124172/2019
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LEARN MORE

Enrollment

445
View More Information

LEARN MORE

Socioeconomically 
Disadvantaged

14.6%

LEARN MORE

English Learners

7%

LEARN MORE

Foster Youth

0%

YU MING CHARTER

Academic Performance
View Student Assessment Results and other aspects of 

school performance.

LEARN MORE

English Language Arts

All Students State 

Blue

 109 points above 
standard 

Increased 12.8 Points 

0
Red

0
Orange

0
Yellow

0
Green

2
Blue

View More Details

EQUITY REPORT
Number of Student Groups in Each 

Color

LEARN MORE

Mathematics

All Students State 

Blue

 105.4 points above 
standard 

Increased 9.2 Points 

0
Red

0
Orange

0
Yellow

0
Green

2
Blue

View More Details

EQUITY REPORT
Number of Student Groups in Each 

Color

LEARN MORE

English Learner Progress

All Students State 

Less than 11 students - 
data not displayed for 

privacy 

View More Details

Local Indicators

LEARN MORE

Implementation of 
Academic Standards

STANDARD MET

View More Details

Page 2 of 5Yu Ming Charter Summary | California School Dashboard (CA Dept of Education)

4/2/2020https://www.caschooldashboard.org/reports/01100170124172/2019
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YU MING CHARTER

Academic Engagement
See information that shows how well schools are engaging 

students in their learning.

LEARN MORE

Chronic Absenteeism

All Students State 

Blue

 1.1% chronically 
absent 

Declined 1.2% 

0
Red

1
Orange

0
Yellow

2
Green

1
Blue

View More Details

EQUITY REPORT
Number of Student Groups in Each 

Color

Local Indicators

LEARN MORE

Access to a Broad Course 
of Study

STANDARD MET

View More Details

YU MING CHARTER

Conditions & Climate
View data related to how well schools are providing a 

healthy, safe and welcoming environment.

LEARN MORE

Suspension Rate

Page 3 of 5Yu Ming Charter Summary | California School Dashboard (CA Dept of Education)

4/2/2020https://www.caschooldashboard.org/reports/01100170124172/2019
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Blue

 0.2% suspended at 
least once 

Maintained 0% 

0
Red

0
Orange

0
Yellow

1
Green

3
Blue

View More Details

EQUITY REPORT
Number of Student Groups in Each 

Color

Local Indicators

LEARN MORE

Basics: Teachers, 
Instructional Materials, 

Facilities

STANDARD MET

View More Details

LEARN MORE

Parent and Family 
Engagement

STANDARD MET

View More Details

LEARN MORE

Local Climate Survey

STANDARD MET

View More Details

Page 4 of 5Yu Ming Charter Summary | California School Dashboard (CA Dept of Education)

4/2/2020https://www.caschooldashboard.org/reports/01100170124172/2019
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Questions or comments?

Email Us

Copyright 2017 © 

California Department of Education

Page 5 of 5Yu Ming Charter Summary | California School Dashboard (CA Dept of Education)

4/2/2020https://www.caschooldashboard.org/reports/01100170124172/2019
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Example of Low Performing Charter School 
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SCHOOL PERFORMANCE OVERVIEW

PREPA TEC - Los 
Angeles
Explore the performance of PREPA TEC - Los Angeles under California's 
Accountability System.

2019

Generate PDF Report 

View Additional Reports 

Chronic Absenteeism 

Red 

Suspension Rate 

Orange 

English Learner Progress 

No Performance Color 

English Language Arts 

Orange 

Mathematics 

Red 

Basics: Teachers, 
Instructional Materials, 

Facilities

STANDARD MET

Implementation of 
Academic Standards

STANDARD MET

Parent and Family 
Engagement

STANDARD MET

Local Climate Survey

STANDARD MET

Access to a Broad Course 
of Study

STANDARD MET

School Details
NAME

PREPA TEC - Los Angeles
ADDRESS

2665 Clarendon Avenue 
Huntington Park, CA 
90255-4138 

WEBSITE

http://www.altapublicsch…
GRADES SERVED

6-8

PREPA TEC - LOS ANGELES

Student Population
Explore information about this school's student 

population.

LEARN MORE

Enrollment

347
View More Information

LEARN MORE

Socioeconomically 
Disadvantaged

98.8%

LEARN MORE

English Learners

29.7%

LEARN MORE

Foster Youth

0.6%

Page 1 of 5PREPA TEC - Los Angeles Summary | California School Dashboard (CA Dept of Educat...

4/2/2020https://www.caschooldashboard.org/reports/19647330127936/2019
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PREPA TEC - LOS ANGELES

Academic Performance
View Student Assessment Results and other aspects of 

school performance.

LEARN MORE

English Language Arts

All Students State 

Orange

 66.5 points below 
standard 

Declined 13.8 Points 

1
Red

2
Orange

0
Yellow

0
Green

0
Blue

View More Details

EQUITY REPORT
Number of Student Groups in Each 

Color

LEARN MORE

Mathematics

All Students State 

Red

 121.9 points below 
standard 

Declined 19.9 Points 

3
Red

0
Orange

0
Yellow

0
Green

0
Blue

View More Details

EQUITY REPORT
Number of Student Groups in Each 

Color

LEARN MORE

English Learner Progress

All Students State 

 27.6% making 
progress towards 
English language 

proficiency 

Number of EL Students: 
87 

Progress Levels 

Very High = 65% or higher 
High = 55% to less than 65% 
Medium = 45% to less than 

55% 
Low = 35% to less than 45% 
Very Low = Less than 35% 

View More Details

Local Indicators

LEARN MORE

Implementation of 
Academic Standards

STANDARD MET

View More Details

PREPA TEC - LOS ANGELES

Academic Engagement
See information that shows how well schools are engaging 

students in their learning.

Page 2 of 5PREPA TEC - Los Angeles Summary | California School Dashboard (CA Dept of Educat...

4/2/2020https://www.caschooldashboard.org/reports/19647330127936/2019
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Chronic Absenteeism

All Students State 

Red

 14.9% chronically 
absent 

Increased 5.8% 

2
Red

1
Orange

0
Yellow

0
Green

0
Blue

View More Details

EQUITY REPORT
Number of Student Groups in Each 

Color

Local Indicators

LEARN MORE

Access to a Broad Course 
of Study

STANDARD MET

View More Details

PREPA TEC - LOS ANGELES

Conditions & Climate
View data related to how well schools are providing a 

healthy, safe and welcoming environment.

LEARN MORE

Suspension Rate

All Students State 

Orange

 4.7% suspended at 
least once 

Increased 3.6% 
EQUITY REPORT

Number of Student Groups in Each 

Page 3 of 5PREPA TEC - Los Angeles Summary | California School Dashboard (CA Dept of Educat...
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Red Orange Yellow

0
Green

0
Blue

View More Details

Local Indicators

LEARN MORE

Basics: Teachers, 
Instructional Materials, 

Facilities

STANDARD MET

View More Details

LEARN MORE

Parent and Family 
Engagement

STANDARD MET

View More Details

LEARN MORE

Local Climate Survey

STANDARD MET

View More Details

Page 4 of 5PREPA TEC - Los Angeles Summary | California School Dashboard (CA Dept of Educat...
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Questions or comments?

Email Us

Copyright 2017 © 

California Department of Education

Page 5 of 5PREPA TEC - Los Angeles Summary | California School Dashboard (CA Dept of Educat...
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Appendix F3: New CA State Legislation 
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California Department of Education 
Executive Office 
SBE-002 (REV. 11/2017) 

MEMORANDUM 
DATE: October 30, 2019 
TO: MEMBERS, State Board of Education 

FROM: Tony Thurmond, State Superintendent of Public Instruction 

SUBJECT: Charter School Legislation Updates: AB 1505 and AB 1507 

Summary of Key Issues 
This memo provides a summary of Assembly Bill 1505 
(http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB1505) 
(operative on July 1, 2020) and AB 1507 
(http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB1507)  
(operative on January 1, 2020), as well as the implications of the new legislation on the 
role of the State Board of Education (SBE), the Advisory Commission on Charter 
Schools (ACCS), and the California Department of Education (CDE). 

Summary of Current Law 
The Charter Schools Act of 1992 under California Education Code (EC) Section 47605 
provides guidance for the establishment and operation of charter schools. Charter 
petitions for the establishment of a charter school may be submitted to the governing 
board of a school district where the charter school will be located. Appeals for a petition 
on denial may be submitted to the county board of education and/or the SBE. Charter 
petitions must include signatures, affirmations, and a comprehensive description of the 
15 required elements.  

Additionally, charter renewals are guided by EC Section 47607 which establishes 
charter renewal approval and denial criteria. Authorizers are to consider increases in 
pupil academic achievement for all groups of pupils served by the charter school as the 
most important factor in determining whether to grant a charter renewal. Currently, each 
renewal is granted for a period of five years. 

AB 1505 
AB 1505 makes changes to the charter appeal and renewal process, the oversight 
process for SBE-authorized charter schools, and the renewals of SBE-authorized 
charter schools. It also places a moratorium on new nonclassroom-based (NCB) charter 
schools.  
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Most of the provisions of AB 1505 take effect July 1, 2020, including the changes to the 
appeal process and the findings for denial. However, a two-year moratorium on the 
establishment of a non-classroom based charter school in AB 1505 goes into effect 
January 1, 2020. 

Changes to the Appeal Process 
AB 1505 makes a number of changes to the process for submission of new petitions to 
school districts, county boards of education, and the SBE. 

Findings for Denial 

Currently, EC Section 47605 requires that a governing board of a school district shall 
not deny a petition for the establishment of a new charter school unless the board 
makes a specific finding that, among other things, the petition presents an unsound 
educational program, the petitioners are demonstrably unlikely to successfully 
implement the program, or the petition does not contain a reasonably comprehensive 
description of the petition’s elements. AB 1505 will require the governing board, in 
making these findings, to consider the academic needs of the students the school 
proposes to serve.  

AB 1505 also adds two new findings under which a charter petition may be denied. 

• Community Impact: A petition may be denied if the board finds that the school is 
demonstrably unlikely to serve the interests of the entire community in which the 
school proposes to locate. The district’s analysis must consider the fiscal impact 
of the proposed school; the extent to which the proposed school would 
substantially undermine existing services, academic offerings, or programmatic 
offerings; and whether the proposal duplicates a program currently offered by the 
district.  

• Fiscal Impact: A petition may be denied if the district is not positioned to absorb 
the fiscal impact of the charter school. A district satisfies this criteria if it is under 
the authority of a state trustee or administrator; is a district in negative 
certification; or is a district that is in qualified certification and the county 
superintendent and Fiscal Crisis and Management Assistance Team (FCMAT) 
certify that approval of the charter school would result in the district having a 
negative certification. 

It is important to note that these new findings only apply to petitions for the 
establishment of new schools and not for petitions for renewal. See “Renewal” section 
below. 
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Timelines 

AB 1505 extends the timelines for district governing boards and county boards of 
education to consider a petition. Currently, these boards have 30 days to hold a public 
hearing to consider the community support and 60 days to either grant or deny the 
petition. Under AB 1505, these timelines are extended by an additional 30–60 days for 
first hearing, 90 days for final determination, with the option to extend that date by an 
additional 30 days if both parties agree. 

Material Changes to the Petition 

AB 1505 specifies that if an appeal contains new or different material terms, the county 
board or the SBE must remand the petition back to the governing board of the school 
district. Material terms are defined as the signatures, affirmations, documents, or 
descriptions in the petition but does not include “minor administrative updates” to the
petition or related documents due to changes in circumstances based on the passage of 
time related to fiscal affairs, facilities arrangements, or state law.  

State Board of Education Appeals and Role of the Advisory 
Commission on Charter Schools 

AB 1505 significantly changes the standard under which the SBE reviews an appeal. 
Under current law, both the county board of education and the SBE hear an appeal “de 
novo,” which means that the SBE makes an independent determination regarding the 
petition and considers all of the issues previously considered by the district and county. 
Under AB 1505, the county board of education still has a “de novo” standard of review. 
However, the hearing process and standard of review has been changed for the SBE, 
depending on the types of appeals. 

• AB 1505 requires that the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools (ACCS) hold
a public hearing to consider appeals and the documentary record submitted by
the petitioner and the district. The ACCS makes a recommendation that the SBE
either hear the appeal or summarily deny the review based on the documentary
record.

• For appeals of a petition to establish a new school that was denied by the district
and county board, the SBE must either hear the appeal or deny the appeal based
on the documentary record. If the SBE hears the appeal, it can only reverse the
decision based on a determination that there was an abuse of discretion by the
district and/or the county board.

• For appeals of a petition to establish a new school that has been denied by a
district with no separate county board (i.e., counties in which there is a single
school district), the SBE basically acts like the county board of education and
hears the appeal “de novo.”
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Delegation of Oversight 
Under AB 1505, the SBE will no longer provide oversight of charter schools. Under 
current law, if the SBE approves a petition on appeal, the SBE becomes the chartering 
authority. Oversight is conducted by the CDE and the SBE hears material revisions, 
renewals, and revocations of SBE-authorized charter schools. 

AB 1505 specifies that if the SBE grants a petition to establish a new charter school or 
to renew a charter school, it must designate, in consultation with the petitioner, 
chartering authority to either the governing board of the school district or county board 
of education where the charter school is located. 

The law specifies that current SBE-authorized charter schools continue to operate 
under SBE oversight until their charter term expires. At that time, if the schools are 
renewed by the SBE, then the SBE must delegate, in consultation with the charter 
school, chartering authority to the applicable district or county. Attachment 1 references 
a list of SBE-authorized charter schools and the expiration date for those charter terms. 

These EC sections cannot be waived by the SBE. 

Renewals of Existing Charter Schools 
Under AB 1505, charter authorizers must consider the charter school’s performance on 
the indicators included in the California School Dashboard when evaluating a petition to 
renew a charter school. The new renewal process creates essentially three tiers of 
renewal. 

1. High-Performing Charter Schools: A chartering authority shall not deny renewal 
for a charter school that meets the high-performing criteria and the school can be 
renewed for a period of between five and seven years. A charter school meets 
this criteria if, in the two preceding years, it has either: 

a. Received the two highest performance levels schoolwide on all state 
indicators, which is all blue or green, or  

b. Received performance levels schoolwide and for a majority of subgroups 
that are the same or higher than the state average on the “academic 
performance indicators”—test-based indicators for English language arts 
(ELA) and math, the English Language Progress Indicator (ELPI), and the 
College and Career Indicator (CCI).  

2. Low-Performing Charter Schools: A chartering authority shall not renew a charter 
school that meets the low-performing criteria. A charter school meets this criteria, 
if in the preceding two years, it has either: 
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a. Received the two lowest performance levels schoolwide on all state 
indicators, which is all red or orange, or 

b. Received performance levels schoolwide that are the same or lower than 
the state average and for a majority of subgroups performing below the 
state average in the “academic performance indicators”—test-based 
indicators for ELA and math, ELPI, and CCI. 

However, the chartering authority may make an exception and renew a low 
performing school if it makes both of the following written factual findings: 

a. The charter school is taking meaningful steps to address the underlying 
cause or causes of low performance reflected, or will be reflected, in a 
written plan adopted by the charter school’s governing body, and 

b. There is clear and convincing evidence that the charter school has either 
achieved measurable increases in academic achievement, as defined by 
at least one year’s progress for each year in school, or the charter school 
has demonstrated strong postsecondary outcomes.  

3. Middle-Performing Charter Schools: For all other charter schools, the chartering 
authority shall consider for renewal based on the performance schoolwide, and 
the performance of all subgroups of pupils served by the school, on the state and 
local indicators on the Dashboard. In determining whether to grant a renewal, the 
chartering authority must give greater weight to the school’s performance on 
“measurements of academic performance”—the test-based indicators in ELA and 
math, ELPI, and CCI. 

In addition, the chartering authority shall consider clear and convincing evidence 
showing either of the following: 

a. The charter school achieved measurable increases in academic 
achievement, defined by at least one year’s progress for each year in 
school, or  

b. The charter school has achieved strong postsecondary outcomes, as 
defined by college enrollment, persistence, and completion rates equal to 
similar peers. 

A chartering authority may deny renewal of a charter school in the middle tier 
only upon making a specific written finding that the school has failed to make 
sufficient progress toward meeting standards that provide a benefit to the 
school’s students, that closure of the school is in the student’s best interests, and 
that the decision provided greater weight to performance on “measurements of 
academic performance”—the test-based indicators in ELA and math, ELPI, and 
CCI. 
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The renewal period will be for five years. 

Verified Data 

For schools in the low-performing and middle-performing tiers, in addition to Dashboard 
data, the authorizer must also consider “verified data” regarding year-to-year student 
growth in academic achievement and postsecondary outcomes. The SBE is required to 
define criteria and to adopt an approved list of valid and reliable assessments to define 
“verified data” by January 1, 2021, which means action will need to be taken at the 
November 2020 SBE meeting. “Verified data” is specified as data from a nationally-
recognized, valid, peer-reviewed, and reliable source that are externally produced. 
Upon adoption of a student growth measure for the Dashboard, the SBE may 
reconsider the criteria.  

Fiscal and Governance Issues 

A chartering authority may deny renewal of a charter school in any of the three tiers 
upon a finding that the school is demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement the 
program due to substantial fiscal or governance factors, or if the charter school is not 
serving all pupils who wish to attend. Even a high-performing charter may be denied 
renewal based upon such a finding. However, the chartering authority must give the 
school at least 30 days’ notice of the alleged violation and provide the charter school 
with a reasonable opportunity to cure. A finding supporting non-renewal would then 
have to include findings that either the corrective action proposed by the school was 
unsuccessful, or that the violations are sufficiently severe and pervasive as to render a 
corrective action plan unviable. 

None of the laws regarding renewal may be waived by the SBE.  

Renewal of Current SBE-Authorized Schools 
(Excluding Statewide Benefit) 
Under the new law, current SBE-authorized schools will need to petition for renewal 
through the district where they are located. If the initial renewal petition is denied at the 
local level, they can appeal directly to the SBE. The SBE will conduct a “de novo” 
review of the renewal appeal. If renewal is granted, the SBE will designate, in 
consultation with the charter school, either the district or county where the school is 
located as the chartering authority. This provision excludes the statewide benefit charter 
schools. 

Renewal of the Statewide Benefit Charter Schools 
AB 1505 repeals EC Section 47605.8, which allowed the SBE to approve statewide 
benefit charter schools. There is currently one statewide benefit charter school, High 
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Tech High in San Diego, and whose term expires June 30, 2022. Attachment 2 
references the statewide benefit charter school sites. 

The statewide benefit charter school will submit its renewal petition directly to the SBE 
and the SBE will consider the renewal consistent with the standards for all other charter 
schools. If the SBE grants renewal, the SBE shall designate, in consultation with the 
petitioner, the governing board of the school district or county board in which the school 
is located as the chartering authority. If the county board of education is designated as 
the chartering authority, the school will qualify as a countywide charter under EC 
Section 47605.6. All subsequent renewals will be subject to the same requirements as 
other charter schools, including the right to appeal a denial to the SBE pursuant to EC 
sections 47607 and 47605(k)(2). 

Additional Amendments 
Temporary Prohibition on New Nonclassroom-based Charter 
Schools 

AB 1505 prohibits the approval of a petition for the establishment of a new charter 
school offering NCB instruction and funded as an NCB charter school from January 1, 
2020, to January 1, 2022. However, this prohibition does not apply to existing NCB 
charter schools that need to submit a petition to a district or county where its resource 
center is located in order to comply with the Anderson Union High School District v.
Shasta Secondary Home School (2016) 4 Cal. App. 5th 262 (Anderson) decision, or 
other court order and as needed to retain current program offerings or enrollment.  

In the Anderson decision, the Third District Court of Appeal held that the geographic 
restrictions in EC sections 47605(a) and 47605.1(d) apply to NCB charter schools 
operating resource centers. To ensure compliance with this court opinion, a charter 
school resource center must operate within the boundaries of its authorizing school 
district, unless an exception applies. A charter school may also establish a resource 
center in an adjacent county. 

This section cannot be waived by the SBE. 

Teacher Credentialing 

Current law provides charter schools with flexibility on teacher credentialing for noncore, 
noncollege preparatory classes. AB 1505 removes this flexibility, and requires charter 
school teachers to have the same teaching credentials as public school teachers. AB 
1505 requires teachers in charter schools to hold the same credentialing certificate, 
permit, or other document required for the teacher’s assignment similar to other public 
school teachers. Charter schools have the same ability to obtain waivers or emergency 
permits from the Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CTC). The provisions apply 
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beginning July 1, 2020, however, teachers employed in a charter school in the 2019–20 
school year have until July 1, 2025, to obtain certification for their position. 

All teachers in charter schools are required to obtain a certificate of clearance and 
satisfy the requirements for professional fitness by July 1, 2020.  

By June 30, 2022, the CTC must conduct a study to examine whether its existing 
certificates or permits adequately address the needs for noncore, noncollege 
preparatory courses in all schools.  

This section cannot be waived by the SBE. 

Collection of Data 
AB 1505 requires the CDE, in consultation with the SBE, to collect data to track 
implementation of these changes in law.  

AB 1507 
Location Restrictions 

Currently, charter schools are permitted to locate outside the boundaries of their 
authorizing district if a facility or site is unavailable or if the site is needed for temporary 
use during a construction or expansion project, and advance notification is provided. In 
addition, charter schools are permitted to open a resource center in an adjacent county. 

AB 1507 prohibits a charter school from operating outside the boundaries of the district 
where it is authorized, and would require existing charters, who wish to continue 
operating outside the boundaries of the authorizer’s district, to obtain approval, prior to
seeking renewal, from the district where the site or resource center is located. In the 
alternative, the charter school can submit a petition for renewal to the district where the 
site or resource center is located, and, if approved, will be treated as a continuing 
school despite obtaining a new authorizer. There are exceptions for emergencies, and 
charter schools operated by federally recognized California Indian tribes are exempted 
from the restrictions on locating outside of the authorizer’s boundaries. 

This section cannot be waived by the SBE. 

Next Steps 
This information memorandum serves to provide a high-level overview of AB 1505 and 
AB 1507. The CDE has assembled an internal workgroup, which will provide regular 
updates pertaining to the implementation of AB 1505 and AB 1507. 

Attachments 
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• Attachment 1: Current SBE-Authorized Charter Schools (2 pages) 
• Attachment 2: Statewide Benefit Charter (1 page)
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Attachment 1: Current State Board of Education-
Authorized Charter Schools 
The following chart lists the State Board of Education (SBE)-authorized charter schools 
currently operating, the geographic district the school sites are located in, and the 
charter term expiration dates. California Department of Education oversight 
responsibilities will decrease yearly through June 2025. 

SBE Authorized Charter Geographic District Term 
Expiration 

Academia Avance Charter Los Angeles Unified 6/30/2020 
Baypoint Preparatory Academy Hemet Unified 6/30/2020 
New School of San Francisco San Francisco Unified 6/30/2020 
Olive Grove Charter Cuyama Joint Unified 6/30/2020 
OnePurpose San Francisco Unified 6/30/2020 
Audeo II Carlsbad Unified 6/30/2021 
Isana Himalia Academy Los Angeles Unified 6/30/2021 
Prepa Tec Los Angeles High Los Angeles Unified 6/30/2021 
Rocketship Futuro Mt. Diablo Unified 6/30/2021 
Ross Valley Ross Valley Elementary 6/30/2021 
The School of Arts and Enterprise Pomona Unified 6/30/2021 
Grossmont Secondary Grossmont Union High 6/30/2022 
New West Charter Los Angeles Unified 6/30/2022 
Sweetwater Secondary School Sweetwater Union High 6/30/2022 
Baypoint Preparatory Academy – 
San Diego San Marcos Unified 6/30/2023 

College Preparatory Middle La Mesa Spring Valley 6/30/2023 
Knowledge is Power Program 
Bayview Elementary San Francisco Unified 6/30/2023 

Knowledge is Power Program 
Navigate College Prep East Side Union High 6/30/2023 

Latitude 37.8 Charter School Oakland Unified 6/30/2023 
Olive Grove – Buellton Santa Ynez Valley Union High 6/30/2023 
Olive Grove – Lompoc Lompoc Unified 6/30/2023 
Olive Grove – Orcutt/Santa Maria Santa Maria Joint Union High 6/30/2023 
Olive Grove – Santa Barbara Santa Barbara Unified 6/30/2023 
Perseverance Preparatory School San Jose Unified 6/30/2023 
Vista Springs Charter School Vista Unified 6/30/2023 
Los Angeles College Prep 
Academy (formerly Los Angeles 
International Charter High School) 

Los Angeles Unified 6/30/2024 
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SBE Authorized Charter Geographic District Term 
Expiration 

Magnolia Science Academy Santa 
Ana Santa Ana Unified 6/30/2024 

Mary L. Booker Leadership 
Academy San Francisco Unified 6/30/2024 

Watsonville Prep School Pajaro Valley Unified 6/30/2024 

CA State Board of Education Page 93 of 567

 

PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e110 



memo-eab-csd-oct19item01 
Attachment 2 

Page 1 of 1 

Attachment 2: Statewide Benefit Charter 
Currently the State Board of Education authorizes High Tech High, a statewide benefit 
charter with a term ending June 30, 2022. High Tech High charter currently operates the 
following nine sites:  

• High Tech Elementary Chula Vista 
• High Tech Middle Chula Vista 
• High Tech High Chula Vista 
• High Tech Elementary Mesa 
• High Tech Middle Mesa 
• High Tech High Mesa 
• High Tech Elementary North County 
• High Tech Middle North County 
• High Tech High North County 
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Assembly Bill No. 1505 

CHAPTER 486 

An act to amend Sections 47604.5, 47605, 47605.6, 47607, 47607.3, 
47607.5, and 47632 of, to add Sections 47605.9 and 47607.8 to, to add and 
repeal Sections 47605.4, 47607.2, and 47612.7 of, and to repeal Section 
47605.8 of, the Education Code, relating to charter schools. 

[Approved by Governor October 3, 2019. Filed with Secretary 
of State October 3, 2019.] 

legislative counsel’s digest 

AB 1505, O’Donnell. Charter schools: petitions and renewals. 
(1)  The Charter Schools Act of 1992 authorizes the establishment and 

operation of charter schools. Existing law generally requires a petition to 
establish a charter school to be submitted to the governing board of a school 
district, and, under specified circumstances, authorizes a petition to be 
submitted to and approved by a county board of education or the State Board 
of Education. Existing law authorizes a county board of education to approve 
a petition for the operation of a charter school that operates at one or more 
sites within the geographic boundaries of the county and that provides 
instructional services that are not generally provided by a county office of 
education. Existing law also authorizes a petition for the operation of a state 
charter school to be submitted directly to the state board, and authorizes the 
state board to approve a charter for the operation of a state charter school 
that may operate at multiple sites throughout the state. 

Existing law prohibits the governing board of a school district from 
denying a petition to establish a charter school unless it makes written factual 
findings in support of one or more specific findings. 

Existing law authorizes a charter school to appeal a school district’s 
decision to deny a petition for a charter to the county board of education 
and, if the county board of education upholds the decision, to appeal the 
county board of education’s decision to the state board. Existing law 
authorizes a charter to be granted by a chartering authority under designated 
provisions for a period not to exceed 5 years. Existing law requires that 
charter renewals are for periods of 5 years. 

This bill would revise and recast numerous provisions relating to the 
submission of petitions to establish charter schools, the appeal to county 
boards of education and to the state board of decisions of the governing 
boards of school districts to deny approval or renewal of charter schools, 
and the revocation of charters by chartering authorities. The bill would 
specify criteria and procedures for the consideration and determination of 
these issues. 
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The bill would require that a petition to establish a charter school be 
submitted only to the governing board of the school district or county office 
of education within the boundaries of which the charter school proposes to 
locate. 

The bill would authorize a chartering authority to deny renewal of a 
charter school upon a finding that the school is demonstrably unlikely to 
successfully implement the program set forth in the petition due to substantial 
fiscal or governance factors, or is not serving all pupils who wish to attend, 
as specified. 

The bill would prohibit, from January 1, 2020, to January 1, 2022, 
inclusive, the approval of a petition for the establishment of a new charter 
school offering nonclassroom-based instruction and funded as specified. 

(2) Existing law requires teachers in charter schools to hold a Commission 
on Teacher Credentialing certificate, permit, or other document equivalent 
to what a teacher in other public schools would be required to hold. 

This bill would instead require teachers in charter schools to hold the 
Commission on Teacher Credentialing certificate, permit, or other document 
required for the teacher’s certificated assignment, except that a person 
employed as a teacher in a charter school during the 2019–20 school year 
would have until July 1, 2025, to obtain that certificate, permit, or other 
document. The bill would require all teachers in charter schools to satisfy 
specified requirements for professional fitness by July 1, 2020. The bill 
would require the commission, by June 30, 2022, to conduct a comprehensive 
study to examine whether existing certificates, permits, or other documents 
adequately address the needs for noncore, noncollege preparatory courses 
in all schools and, if necessary, to make recommendations to appropriate 
policy committees of the Legislature. 

The bill would require the State Department of Education, in consultation 
with the State Board of Education, to collect data to track the implementation 
of the changes in law enacted by the bill. 

(3) This bill would prohibit certain provisions of the Education Code
from being waived by the State Board of Education. The bill, except for the 
provisions (A) relating to prohibition of the approval of a petition for the 
establishment of certain new charter schools between January 1, 2020, and 
January 1, 2022, as described above, and (B) relating to the reimbursement 
of state-mandated costs, would become operative on July 1, 2020. The bill 
would also make conforming and nonsubstantive changes. 

To the extent the bill would impose additional requirements on local 
educational agencies and charter schools, the bill would impose a 
state-mandated local program. 

(4) This bill would incorporate additional changes to Section 47605 of
the Education Code proposed by AB 1507 and AB 1595, to be operative 
only if this bill and AB 1507 or AB 1595, or both, are enacted and this bill 
is enacted last. 

(5) This bill would incorporate additional changes to Section 47605.6 of
the Education Code proposed by AB 1595, to be operative only if this bill 
and AB 1595 are enacted and this bill is enacted last. 
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(6)  The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local 
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state. Statutory 
provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement. 

This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State Mandates 
determines that the bill contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement 
for those costs shall be made pursuant to the statutory provisions noted 
above. 

The people of the State of California do enact as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 47604.5 of the Education Code is amended to read: 
47604.5. The state board may, based upon the recommendation of the 

Superintendent, take appropriate action, including, but not limited to, 
revocation of the charter school’s charter, when the state board finds any 
of the following: 

(a)  Gross financial mismanagement that jeopardizes the financial stability 
of the charter school. 

(b)  Illegal or substantially improper use of charter school funds for the 
personal benefit of any officer, director, or fiduciary of the charter school. 

(c)  Substantial and sustained departure from measurably successful 
practices such that continued departure would jeopardize the educational 
development of the charter school’s pupils. 

(d)  Failure to improve pupil outcomes across multiple state and school 
priorities identified in the charter pursuant to subparagraph (A) of paragraph 
(5) of subdivision (c) of Section 47605 or subparagraph (A) of paragraph 
(5) of subdivision (b) of Section 47605.6. 

(e)  The requirements of this section shall not be waived by the state board 
pursuant to Section 33050 or any other law. 

SEC. 2. Section 47605 of the Education Code is amended to read: 
47605. (a)  (1)  Except as set forth in paragraph (2), a petition for the 

establishment of a charter school within a school district may be circulated 
by one or more persons seeking to establish the charter school. A petition 
for the establishment of a charter school shall identify a single charter school 
that will operate within the geographic boundaries of that school district. A 
charter school may propose to operate at multiple sites within the school 
district if each location is identified in the charter school petition. The 
petition may be submitted to the governing board of the school district for 
review after either of the following conditions is met: 

(A)  The petition is signed by a number of parents or legal guardians of 
pupils that is equivalent to at least one-half of the number of pupils that the 
charter school estimates will enroll in the charter school for its first year of 
operation. 

(B)  The petition is signed by a number of teachers that is equivalent to 
at least one-half of the number of teachers that the charter school estimates 
will be employed at the charter school during its first year of operation. 

90 

Ch. 486 — 3 — 

  

CA State Board of Education Page 98 of 567

 

PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e115 



(2) A petition that proposes to convert an existing public school to a
charter school that would not be eligible for a loan pursuant to subdivision 
(c) of Section 41365 may be circulated by one or more persons seeking to
establish the charter school. The petition may be submitted to the governing
board of the school district for review after the petition is signed by not less
than 50 percent of the permanent status teachers currently employed at the
public school to be converted.

(3) A petition shall include a prominent statement that a signature on the
petition means that the parent or legal guardian is meaningfully interested 
in having their child or ward attend the charter school, or in the case of a 
teacher’s signature, means that the teacher is meaningfully interested in 
teaching at the charter school. The proposed charter shall be attached to the 
petition. 

(4) After receiving approval of its petition, a charter school that proposes 
to expand operations to one or more additional sites or grade levels shall 
request a material revision to its charter and shall notify the chartering 
authority of those additional locations or grade levels. The chartering 
authority shall consider whether to approve those additional locations or 
grade levels at an open, public meeting. If the additional locations or grade 
levels are approved pursuant to the standards and criteria described in 
subdivision (c), there shall be a material revision to the charter school’s 
charter. 

(5) A charter school that is unable to locate within the jurisdiction of the
chartering school district may establish one site outside the boundaries of 
the school district, but within the county in which that school district is 
located, if the school district within the jurisdiction of which the charter 
school proposes to operate is notified in advance of the charter petition 
approval, the county superintendent of schools and the Superintendent are 
notified of the location of the charter school before it commences operations, 
and either of the following circumstances exists: 

(A) The school has attempted to locate a single site or facility to house
the entire program, but a site or facility is unavailable in the area in which 
the school chooses to locate. 

(B) The site is needed for temporary use during a construction or
expansion project. 

(6) Commencing January 1, 2003, a petition to establish a charter school
shall not be approved to serve pupils in a grade level that is not served by 
the school district of the governing board considering the petition, unless 
the petition proposes to serve pupils in all of the grade levels served by that 
school district. 

(b) No later than 60 days after receiving a petition, in accordance with
subdivision (a), the governing board of the school district shall hold a public 
hearing on the provisions of the charter, at which time the governing board 
of the school district shall consider the level of support for the petition by 
teachers employed by the school district, other employees of the school 
district, and parents. Following review of the petition and the public hearing, 
the governing board of the school district shall either grant or deny the 
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charter within 90 days of receipt of the petition, provided, however, that the 
date may be extended by an additional 30 days if both parties agree to the 
extension. A petition is deemed received by the governing board of the 
school district for purposes of commencing the timelines described in this 
subdivision on the day the petitioner submits a petition to the district office, 
along with a signed certification that the petitioner deems the petition to be 
complete. The governing board of the school district shall publish all staff 
recommendations, including the recommended findings and, if applicable, 
the certification from the county superintendent of schools prepared pursuant 
to paragraph (8) of subdivision (c), regarding the petition at least 15 days 
before the public hearing at which the governing board of the school district 
will either grant or deny the charter. At the public hearing at which the 
governing board of the school district will either grant or deny the charter, 
petitioners shall have equivalent time and procedures to present evidence 
and testimony to respond to the staff recommendations and findings. 

(c)  In reviewing petitions for the establishment of charter schools pursuant 
to this section, the chartering authority shall be guided by the intent of the 
Legislature that charter schools are and should become an integral part of 
the California educational system and that the establishment of charter 
schools should be encouraged. The governing board of the school district 
shall grant a charter for the operation of a school under this part if it is 
satisfied that granting the charter is consistent with sound educational 
practice and with the interests of the community in which the school is 
proposing to locate. The governing board of the school district shall consider 
the academic needs of the pupils the school proposes to serve. The governing 
board of the school district shall not deny a petition for the establishment 
of a charter school unless it makes written factual findings, specific to the 
particular petition, setting forth specific facts to support one or more of the 
following findings: 

(1)  The charter school presents an unsound educational program for the 
pupils to be enrolled in the charter school. 

(2)  The petitioners are demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement 
the program set forth in the petition. 

(3)  The petition does not contain the number of signatures required by 
subdivision (a). 

(4)  The petition does not contain an affirmation of each of the conditions 
described in subdivision (e). 

(5)  The petition does not contain reasonably comprehensive descriptions 
of all of the following: 

(A)  (i)  The educational program of the charter school, designed, among 
other things, to identify those whom the charter school is attempting to 
educate, what it means to be an “educated person” in the 21st century, and 
how learning best occurs. The goals identified in that program shall include 
the objective of enabling pupils to become self-motivated, competent, and 
lifelong learners. 

(ii)  The annual goals for the charter school for all pupils and for each 
subgroup of pupils identified pursuant to Section 52052, to be achieved in 
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the state priorities, as described in subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that 
apply for the grade levels served, and specific annual actions to achieve 
those goals. A charter petition may identify additional school priorities, the 
goals for the school priorities, and the specific annual actions to achieve 
those goals. 

(iii)  If the proposed charter school will serve high school pupils, the 
manner in which the charter school will inform parents about the 
transferability of courses to other public high schools and the eligibility of 
courses to meet college entrance requirements. Courses offered by the charter 
school that are accredited by the Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges may be considered transferable and courses approved by the 
University of California or the California State University as creditable 
under the “A to G” admissions criteria may be considered to meet college 
entrance requirements. 

(B)  The measurable pupil outcomes identified for use by the charter 
school. “Pupil outcomes,” for purposes of this part, means the extent to 
which all pupils of the charter school demonstrate that they have attained 
the skills, knowledge, and attitudes specified as goals in the charter school’s 
educational program. Pupil outcomes shall include outcomes that address 
increases in pupil academic achievement both schoolwide and for all pupil 
subgroups served by the charter school, as that term is defined in subdivision 
(a) of Section 52052. The pupil outcomes shall align with the state priorities, 
as described in subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that apply for the grade 
levels served by the charter school. 

(C)  The method by which pupil progress in meeting those pupil outcomes 
is to be measured. To the extent practicable, the method for measuring pupil 
outcomes for state priorities shall be consistent with the way information 
is reported on a school accountability report card. 

(D)  The governance structure of the charter school, including, but not 
limited to, the process to be followed by the charter school to ensure parental 
involvement. 

(E)  The qualifications to be met by individuals to be employed by the 
charter school. 

(F)  The procedures that the charter school will follow to ensure the health 
and safety of pupils and staff. These procedures shall require all of the 
following: 

(i)  That each employee of the charter school furnish the charter school 
with a criminal record summary as described in Section 44237. 

(ii)  The development of a school safety plan, which shall include the 
safety topics listed in subparagraphs (A) to (H), inclusive, of paragraph (2) 
of subdivision (a) of Section 32282 and procedures for conducting tactical 
responses to criminal incidents. 

(iii)  That the school safety plan be reviewed and updated by March 1 of 
every year by the charter school. 

(G)  The means by which the charter school will achieve a balance of 
racial and ethnic pupils, special education pupils, and English learner pupils, 
including redesignated fluent English proficient pupils, as defined by the 
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evaluation rubrics in Section 52064.5, that is reflective of the general 
population residing within the territorial jurisdiction of the school district 
to which the charter petition is submitted. Upon renewal, for a charter school 
not deemed to be a local educational agency for purposes of special education 
pursuant to Section 47641, the chartering authority may consider the effect 
of school placements made by the chartering authority in providing a free 
and appropriate public education as required by the federal Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (Public Law 101-476), on the balance of pupils 
with disabilities at the charter school. 

(H)  Admission policies and procedures, consistent with subdivision (e). 
(I)  The manner in which annual, independent financial audits shall be 

conducted, which shall employ generally accepted accounting principles, 
and the manner in which audit exceptions and deficiencies shall be resolved 
to the satisfaction of the chartering authority. 

(J)  The procedures by which pupils can be suspended or expelled from 
the charter school for disciplinary reasons or otherwise involuntarily removed 
from the charter school for any reason. These procedures, at a minimum, 
shall include an explanation of how the charter school will comply with 
federal and state constitutional procedural and substantive due process 
requirements that is consistent with all of the following: 

(i)  For suspensions of fewer than 10 days, provide oral or written notice 
of the charges against the pupil and, if the pupil denies the charges, an 
explanation of the evidence that supports the charges and an opportunity 
for the pupil to present the pupil’s side of the story. 

(ii)  For suspensions of 10 days or more and all other expulsions for 
disciplinary reasons, both of the following: 

(I)  Provide timely, written notice of the charges against the pupil and an 
explanation of the pupil’s basic rights. 

(II)  Provide a hearing adjudicated by a neutral officer within a reasonable 
number of days at which the pupil has a fair opportunity to present testimony, 
evidence, and witnesses and confront and cross-examine adverse witnesses, 
and at which the pupil has the right to bring legal counsel or an advocate. 

(iii)  Contain a clear statement that no pupil shall be involuntarily removed 
by the charter school for any reason unless the parent or guardian of the 
pupil has been provided written notice of intent to remove the pupil no less 
than five schooldays before the effective date of the action. The written 
notice shall be in the native language of the pupil or the pupil’s parent or 
guardian or, if the pupil is a foster child or youth or a homeless child or 
youth, the pupil’s educational rights holder, and shall inform the pupil, the 
pupil’s parent or guardian, or the pupil’s educational rights holder of the 
right to initiate the procedures specified in clause (ii) before the effective 
date of the action. If the pupil’s parent, guardian, or educational rights holder 
initiates the procedures specified in clause (ii), the pupil shall remain enrolled 
and shall not be removed until the charter school issues a final decision. For 
purposes of this clause, “involuntarily removed” includes disenrolled, 
dismissed, transferred, or terminated, but does not include suspensions 
specified in clauses (i) and (ii). 

90 

Ch. 486 — 7 — 

  

CA State Board of Education Page 102 of 567

 

PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e119 



(K)  The manner by which staff members of the charter schools will be 
covered by the State Teachers’ Retirement System, the Public Employees’ 
Retirement System, or federal social security. 

(L)  The public school attendance alternatives for pupils residing within 
the school district who choose not to attend charter schools. 

(M)  The rights of an employee of the school district upon leaving the 
employment of the school district to work in a charter school, and of any 
rights of return to the school district after employment at a charter school. 

(N)  The procedures to be followed by the charter school and the chartering 
authority to resolve disputes relating to provisions of the charter. 

(O)  The procedures to be used if the charter school closes. The procedures 
shall ensure a final audit of the charter school to determine the disposition 
of all assets and liabilities of the charter school, including plans for disposing 
of any net assets and for the maintenance and transfer of pupil records. 

(6)  The petition does not contain a declaration of whether or not the 
charter school shall be deemed the exclusive public employer of the 
employees of the charter school for purposes of Chapter 10.7 (commencing 
with Section 3540) of Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code. 

(7)  The charter school is demonstrably unlikely to serve the interests of 
the entire community in which the school is proposing to locate. Analysis 
of this finding shall include consideration of the fiscal impact of the proposed 
charter school. A written factual finding under this paragraph shall detail 
specific facts and circumstances that analyze and consider the following 
factors: 

(A)  The extent to which the proposed charter school would substantially 
undermine existing services, academic offerings, or programmatic offerings. 

(B)  Whether the proposed charter school would duplicate a program 
currently offered within the school district and the existing program has 
sufficient capacity for the pupils proposed to be served within reasonable 
proximity to where the charter school intends to locate. 

(8)  The school district is not positioned to absorb the fiscal impact of the 
proposed charter school. A school district satisfies this paragraph if it has 
a qualified interim certification pursuant to Section 1240 and the county 
superintendent of schools, in consultation with the County Office Fiscal 
Crisis and Management Assistance Team, certifies that approving the charter 
school would result in the school district having a negative interim 
certification pursuant to Section 1240, has a negative interim certification 
pursuant to Section 1240, or is under state receivership. Charter schools 
proposed in a school district satisfying one of these conditions shall be 
subject to a rebuttable presumption of denial. 

(d)  (1)  Charter schools shall meet all statewide standards and conduct 
the pupil assessments required pursuant to Section 60605 and any other 
statewide standards authorized in statute or pupil assessments applicable to 
pupils in noncharter public schools. 

(2)  Charter schools shall, on a regular basis, consult with their parents, 
legal guardians, and teachers regarding the charter school’s educational 
programs. 
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(e) (1)  In addition to any other requirement imposed under this part, a
charter school shall be nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, 
employment practices, and all other operations, shall not charge tuition, and 
shall not discriminate against a pupil on the basis of the characteristics listed 
in Section 220. Except as provided in paragraph (2), admission to a charter 
school shall not be determined according to the place of residence of the 
pupil, or of the pupil’s parent or legal guardian, within this state, except that 
an existing public school converting partially or entirely to a charter school 
under this part shall adopt and maintain a policy giving admission preference 
to pupils who reside within the former attendance area of that public school. 

(2) (A)  A charter school shall admit all pupils who wish to attend the
charter school. 

(B) If the number of pupils who wish to attend the charter school exceeds
the charter school’s capacity, attendance, except for existing pupils of the 
charter school, shall be determined by a public random drawing. Preference 
shall be extended to pupils currently attending the charter school and pupils 
who reside in the school district except as provided for in Section 47614.5. 
Preferences, including, but not limited to, siblings of pupils admitted or 
attending the charter school and children of the charter school’s teachers, 
staff, and founders identified in the initial charter, may also be permitted 
by the chartering authority on an individual charter school basis. Priority 
order for any preference shall be determined in the charter petition in 
accordance with all of the following: 

(i) Each type of preference shall be approved by the chartering authority
at a public hearing. 

(ii) Preferences shall be consistent with federal law, the California
Constitution, and Section 200. 

(iii) Preferences shall not result in limiting enrollment access for pupils
with disabilities, academically low-achieving pupils, English learners, 
neglected or delinquent pupils, homeless pupils, or pupils who are 
economically disadvantaged, as determined by eligibility for any free or 
reduced-price meal program, foster youth, or pupils based on nationality, 
race, ethnicity, or sexual orientation. 

(iv) In accordance with Section 49011, preferences shall not require
mandatory parental volunteer hours as a criterion for admission or continued 
enrollment. 

(C) In the event of a drawing, the chartering authority shall make
reasonable efforts to accommodate the growth of the charter school and 
shall not take any action to impede the charter school from expanding 
enrollment to meet pupil demand. 

(3) If a pupil is expelled or leaves the charter school without graduating
or completing the school year for any reason, the charter school shall notify 
the superintendent of the school district of the pupil’s last known address 
within 30 days, and shall, upon request, provide that school district with a 
copy of the cumulative record of the pupil, including report cards or a 
transcript of grades, and health information. If the pupil is subsequently 
expelled or leaves the school district without graduating or completing the 
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school year for any reason, the school district shall provide this information 
to the charter school within 30 days if the charter school demonstrates that 
the pupil had been enrolled in the charter school. This paragraph applies 
only to pupils subject to compulsory full-time education pursuant to Section 
48200. 

(4)  (A)  A charter school shall not discourage a pupil from enrolling or 
seeking to enroll in the charter school for any reason, including, but not 
limited to, academic performance of the pupil or because the pupil exhibits 
any of the characteristics described in clause (iii) of subparagraph (B) of 
paragraph (2). 

(B)  A charter school shall not request a pupil’s records or require a parent, 
guardian, or pupil to submit the pupil’s records to the charter school before 
enrollment. 

(C)  A charter school shall not encourage a pupil currently attending the 
charter school to disenroll from the charter school or transfer to another 
school for any reason, including, but not limited to, academic performance 
of the pupil or because the pupil exhibits any of the characteristics described 
in clause (iii) of subparagraph (B) of paragraph (2). This subparagraph shall 
not apply to actions taken by a charter school pursuant to the procedures 
described in subparagraph (J) of paragraph (5) of subdivision (c). 

(D)  The department shall develop a notice of the requirements of this 
paragraph. This notice shall be posted on a charter school’s internet website. 
A charter school shall provide a parent or guardian, or a pupil if the pupil 
is 18 years of age or older, a copy of this notice at all of the following times: 

(i)  When a parent, guardian, or pupil inquires about enrollment. 
(ii)  Before conducting an enrollment lottery. 
(iii)  Before disenrollment of a pupil. 
(E)  (i)  A person who suspects that a charter school has violated this 

paragraph may file a complaint with the chartering authority. 
(ii)  The department shall develop a template to be used for filing 

complaints pursuant to clause (i). 
(5)  Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school in operation as of 

July 1, 2019, that operates in partnership with the California National Guard 
may dismiss a pupil from the charter school for failing to maintain the 
minimum standards of conduct required by the Military Department. 

(f)  The governing board of a school district shall not require an employee 
of the school district to be employed in a charter school. 

(g)  The governing board of a school district shall not require a pupil 
enrolled in the school district to attend a charter school. 

(h)  The governing board of a school district shall require that the 
petitioner or petitioners provide information regarding the proposed operation 
and potential effects of the charter school, including, but not limited to, the 
facilities to be used by the charter school, the manner in which administrative 
services of the charter school are to be provided, and potential civil liability 
effects, if any, upon the charter school and upon the school district. The 
description of the facilities to be used by the charter school shall specify 
where the charter school intends to locate. The petitioner or petitioners also 
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shall be required to provide financial statements that include a proposed 
first-year operational budget, including startup costs, and cashflow and 
financial projections for the first three years of operation. If the school is 
to be operated by, or as, a nonprofit public benefit corporation, the petitioner 
shall provide the names and relevant qualifications of all persons whom the 
petitioner nominates to serve on the governing body of the charter school. 

(i)  In reviewing petitions for the establishment of charter schools within 
the school district, the governing board of the school district shall give 
preference to petitions that demonstrate the capability to provide 
comprehensive learning experiences to pupils identified by the petitioner 
or petitioners as academically low achieving pursuant to the standards 
established by the department under Section 54032, as that section read 
before July 19, 2006. 

(j)  Upon the approval of the petition by the governing board of the school 
district, the petitioner or petitioners shall provide written notice of that 
approval, including a copy of the petition, to the applicable county 
superintendent of schools, the department, and the state board. 

(k)  (1)  (A)  (i)  If the governing board of a school district denies a 
petition, the petitioner may elect to submit the petition for the establishment 
of a charter school to the county board of education. The petitioner shall 
submit the petition to the county board of education within 30 days of a 
denial by the governing board of the school district. At the same time the 
petition is submitted to the county board of education, the petitioner shall 
also provide a copy of the petition to the school district. The county board 
of education shall review the petition pursuant to subdivisions (b) and (c). 
If the petition submitted on appeal contains new or different material terms, 
the county board of education shall immediately remand the petition to the 
governing board of the school district for reconsideration, which shall grant 
or deny the petition within 30 days. If the governing board of the school 
district denies a petition after reconsideration, the petitioner may elect to 
resubmit the petition for the establishment of a charter school to the county 
board of education. 

(ii)  The county board of education shall review the appeal petition 
pursuant to subdivision (c). If the denial of the petition was made pursuant 
to paragraph (8) of subdivision (c), the county board of education shall also 
review the school district’s findings pursuant to paragraph (8) of subdivision 
(c). 

(iii)  As used in this subdivision, “material terms” of the petition means 
the signatures, affirmations, disclosures, documents, and descriptions 
described in subdivisions (a), (b), (c), and (h), but shall not include minor 
administrative updates to the petition or related documents due to changes 
in circumstances based on the passage of time related to fiscal affairs, 
facilities arrangements, or state law, or to reflect the county board of 
education as the chartering authority. 

(B)  If the governing board of a school district denies a petition and the 
county lacks an independent county board of education, the petitioner may 
elect to submit the petition for the establishment of a charter school to the 
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state board. The state board shall review the petition pursuant to this 
paragraph. If the denial of a charter petition is reversed by the state board, 
the state board shall designate the governing board of the school district in 
which the charter school is located as the chartering authority. 

(2)  If the county board of education denies a petition, the petitioner may 
appeal that denial to the state board. 

(A)  The petitioner shall submit the petition to the state board within 30 
days of a denial by the county board of education. The petitioner shall 
include the findings and documentary record from the governing board of 
the school district and the county board of education and a written 
submission detailing, with specific citations to the documentary record, how 
the governing board of the school district or the county board of education, 
or both, abused their discretion. The governing board of the school district 
and county board of education shall prepare the documentary record, 
including transcripts of the public hearing at which the governing board of 
the school district and county board of education denied the charter, at the 
request of the petitioner. The documentary record shall be prepared by the 
governing board of the school district and county board of education no 
later than 10 business days after the request of the petitioner is made. At 
the same time the petition and supporting documentation is submitted to 
the state board, the petitioner shall also provide a copy of the petition and 
supporting documentation to the school district and the county board of 
education. 

(B)  If the appeal contains new or different material terms, as defined in 
clause (iii) of subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1), the state board shall 
immediately remand the petition to the governing board of the school district 
to which the petition was submitted for reconsideration. The governing 
board of the school district shall grant or deny the petition within 30 days. 
If the governing board of the school district denies a petition after 
reconsideration, the petitioner may elect to resubmit the petition to the state 
board. 

(C)  Within 30 days of receipt of the appeal submitted to the state board, 
the governing board of the school district or county board of education may 
submit a written opposition to the state board detailing, with specific citations 
to the documentary record, how the governing board of the school district 
or the county board of education did not abuse its discretion in denying the 
petition. The governing board of the school district or the county board of 
education may submit supporting documentation or evidence from the 
documentary record that was considered by the governing board of the 
school district or the county board of education. 

(D)  The state board’s Advisory Commission on Charter Schools shall 
hold a public hearing to review the appeal and documentary record. Based 
on its review, the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools shall submit a 
recommendation to the state board whether there is sufficient evidence to 
hear the appeal or to summarily deny review of the appeal based on the 
documentary record. If the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools does 
not submit a recommendation to the state board, the state board shall consider 
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the appeal, and shall either hear the appeal or summarily deny review of 
the appeal based on the documentary record at a regular public meeting of 
the state board. 

(E)  The state board shall either hear the appeal or summarily deny review 
of the appeal based on the documentary record. If the state board hears the 
appeal, the state board may affirm the determination of the governing board 
of the school district or the county board of education, or both of those 
determinations, or may reverse only upon a determination that there was an 
abuse of discretion. If the denial of a charter petition is reversed by the state 
board, the state board shall designate, in consultation with the petitioner, 
either the governing board of the school district or the county board of 
education in which the charter school is located as the chartering authority. 

(3)  A charter school for which a charter is granted by either the county 
board of education or the state board based on an appeal pursuant to this 
subdivision shall qualify fully as a charter school for all funding and other 
purposes of this part. 

(4)  A charter school that receives approval of its petition from a county 
board of education or from the state board on appeal shall be subject to the 
same requirements concerning geographic location to which it would 
otherwise be subject if it received approval from the chartering authority to 
which it originally submitted its petition. A charter petition that is submitted 
to either a county board of education or to the state board shall meet all 
otherwise applicable petition requirements, including the identification of 
the proposed site or sites where the charter school will operate. 

(5)  Upon the approval of the petition by the county board of education, 
the petition or petitioners shall provide written notice of that approval, 
including a copy of the petition, to the governing board of the school district 
in which the charter school is located, the department, and the state board. 

(6)  If either the county board of education or the state board fails to act 
on a petition within 180 days of receipt, the decision of the governing board 
of the school district to deny the petition shall be subject to judicial review. 

(l)  (1)  Teachers in charter schools shall hold the Commission on Teacher 
Credentialing certificate, permit, or other document required for the teacher’s 
certificated assignment. These documents shall be maintained on file at the 
charter school and are subject to periodic inspection by the chartering 
authority. A governing body of a direct-funded charter school may use local 
assignment options authorized in statute and regulations for the purpose of 
legally assigning certificated teachers, in accordance with all of the 
requirements of the applicable statutes or regulations in the same manner 
as a governing board of a school district. A charter school shall have 
authority to request an emergency permit or a waiver from the Commission 
on Teacher Credentialing for individuals in the same manner as a school 
district. 

(2)  By July 1, 2020, all teachers in charter schools shall obtain a certificate 
of clearance and satisfy the requirements for professional fitness pursuant 
to Sections 44339, 44340, and 44341. 
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(3)  The Commission on Teacher Credentialing shall include in the 
bulletins it issues pursuant to subdivision (k) of Section 44237 to provide 
notification to local educational agencies of any adverse actions taken against 
the holders of any commission documents, notice of any adverse actions 
taken against teachers employed by charter schools and shall make this 
bulletin available to all chartering authorities and charter schools in the 
same manner in which it is made available to local educational agencies. 

(m)  A charter school shall transmit a copy of its annual, independent 
financial audit report for the preceding fiscal year, as described in 
subparagraph (I) of paragraph (5) of subdivision (c), to its chartering 
authority, the Controller, the county superintendent of schools of the county 
in which the charter school is sited, unless the county board of education 
of the county in which the charter school is sited is the chartering authority, 
and the department by December 15 of each year. This subdivision does 
not apply if the audit of the charter school is encompassed in the audit of 
the chartering authority pursuant to Section 41020. 

(n)  A charter school may encourage parental involvement, but shall notify 
the parents and guardians of applicant pupils and currently enrolled pupils 
that parental involvement is not a requirement for acceptance to, or continued 
enrollment at, the charter school. 

(o)  The requirements of this section shall not be waived by the state board 
pursuant to Section 33050 or any other law. 

SEC. 2.1. Section 47605 of the Education Code is amended to read: 
47605. (a)  (1)  Except as set forth in paragraph (2), a petition for the 

establishment of a charter school within a school district may be circulated 
by one or more persons seeking to establish the charter school. A petition 
for the establishment of a charter school shall identify a single charter school 
that will operate within the geographic boundaries of that school district. A 
charter school may propose to operate at multiple sites within the school 
district if each location is identified in the charter school petition. The 
petition may be submitted to the governing board of the school district for 
review after either of the following conditions is met: 

(A)  The petition is signed by a number of parents or legal guardians of 
pupils that is equivalent to at least one-half of the number of pupils that the 
charter school estimates will enroll in the charter school for its first year of 
operation. 

(B)  The petition is signed by a number of teachers that is equivalent to 
at least one-half of the number of teachers that the charter school estimates 
will be employed at the charter school during its first year of operation. 

(2)  A petition that proposes to convert an existing public school to a 
charter school that would not be eligible for a loan pursuant to subdivision 
(c) of Section 41365 may be circulated by one or more persons seeking to 
establish the charter school. The petition may be submitted to the governing 
board of the school district for review after the petition is signed by not less 
than 50 percent of the permanent status teachers currently employed at the 
public school to be converted. 

90 

— 14 — Ch. 486 

  

CA State Board of Education Page 109 of 567

 

PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e126 



(3) A petition shall include a prominent statement that a signature on the
petition means that the parent or legal guardian is meaningfully interested 
in having their child or ward attend the charter school, or in the case of a 
teacher’s signature, means that the teacher is meaningfully interested in 
teaching at the charter school. The proposed charter shall be attached to the 
petition. 

(4) After receiving approval of its petition, a charter school that proposes 
to expand operations to one or more additional sites or grade levels shall 
request a material revision to its charter and shall notify the chartering 
authority of those additional locations or grade levels. The chartering 
authority shall consider whether to approve those additional locations or 
grade levels at an open, public meeting. If the additional locations or grade 
levels are approved pursuant to the standards and criteria described in 
subdivision (c), there shall be a material revision to the charter school’s 
charter. 

(5) (A)  A charter school that established one site outside the boundaries
of the school district, but within the county in which that school district is 
located before January 1, 2020, may continue to operate that site until the 
charter school submits a request for the renewal of its charter petition. To 
continue operating the site, the charter school shall do either of the following: 

(i) First, before submitting the request for the renewal of the charter
petition, obtain approval in writing from the school district where the site 
is operating. 

(ii) Submit a request for the renewal of the charter petition pursuant to
Section 47607 to the school district in which the charter school is located. 

(B) If a Presidential declaration of a major disaster or emergency is issued 
in accordance with the federal Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 5121 et seq.) for an area in which 
a charter schoolsite is located and operating, the charter school, for not more 
than five years, may relocate that site outside the area subject to the 
Presidential declaration if the charter school first obtains the written approval 
of the school district where the site is being relocated to. 

(C) Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), if a charter school was relocated
from December 31, 2016, to December 31, 2019, inclusive, due to a 
Presidential declaration of a major disaster or emergency in accordance 
with the federal Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance 
Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 5121 et seq.), that charter school shall be allowed to 
return to its original campus location in perpetuity. 

(D) A charter school located on a federally recognized California Indian
reservation or rancheria or operated by a federally recognized California 
Indian tribe shall be exempt from the provisions of this paragraph. 

(E) The department shall regard as a continuing charter school for all
purposes a charter school that was granted approval of its petition, that was 
providing educational services to pupils prior to October 1, 2019, and is 
authorized by a different chartering authority due to changes to this paragraph 
that took effect January 1, 2020. 
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(6) Commencing January 1, 2003, a petition to establish a charter school
shall not be approved to serve pupils in a grade level that is not served by 
the school district of the governing board considering the petition, unless 
the petition proposes to serve pupils in all of the grade levels served by that 
school district. 

(b) No later than 60 days after receiving a petition, in accordance with
subdivision (a), the governing board of the school district shall hold a public 
hearing on the provisions of the charter, at which time the governing board 
of the school district shall consider the level of support for the petition by 
teachers employed by the school district, other employees of the school 
district, and parents. Following review of the petition and the public hearing, 
the governing board of the school district shall either grant or deny the 
charter within 90 days of receipt of the petition, provided, however, that the 
date may be extended by an additional 30 days if both parties agree to the 
extension. A petition is deemed received by the governing board of the 
school district for purposes of commencing the timelines described in this 
subdivision on the day the petitioner submits a petition to the district office, 
along with a signed certification that the petitioner deems the petition to be 
complete. The governing board of the school district shall publish all staff 
recommendations, including the recommended findings and, if applicable, 
the certification from the county superintendent of schools prepared pursuant 
to paragraph (8) of subdivision (c), regarding the petition at least 15 days 
before the public hearing at which the governing board of the school district 
will either grant or deny the charter. At the public hearing at which the 
governing board of the school district will either grant or deny the charter, 
petitioners shall have equivalent time and procedures to present evidence 
and testimony to respond to the staff recommendations and findings. 

(c) In reviewing petitions for the establishment of charter schools pursuant 
to this section, the chartering authority shall be guided by the intent of the 
Legislature that charter schools are and should become an integral part of 
the California educational system and that the establishment of charter 
schools should be encouraged. The governing board of the school district 
shall grant a charter for the operation of a school under this part if it is 
satisfied that granting the charter is consistent with sound educational 
practice and with the interests of the community in which the school is 
proposing to locate. The governing board of the school district shall consider 
the academic needs of the pupils the school proposes to serve. The governing 
board of the school district shall not deny a petition for the establishment 
of a charter school unless it makes written factual findings, specific to the 
particular petition, setting forth specific facts to support one or more of the 
following findings: 

(1) The charter school presents an unsound educational program for the
pupils to be enrolled in the charter school. 

(2) The petitioners are demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement
the program set forth in the petition. 

(3) The petition does not contain the number of signatures required by
subdivision (a). 
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(4)  The petition does not contain an affirmation of each of the conditions 
described in subdivision (e). 

(5)  The petition does not contain reasonably comprehensive descriptions 
of all of the following: 

(A)  (i)  The educational program of the charter school, designed, among 
other things, to identify those whom the charter school is attempting to 
educate, what it means to be an “educated person” in the 21st century, and 
how learning best occurs. The goals identified in that program shall include 
the objective of enabling pupils to become self-motivated, competent, and 
lifelong learners. 

(ii)  The annual goals for the charter school for all pupils and for each 
subgroup of pupils identified pursuant to Section 52052, to be achieved in 
the state priorities, as described in subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that 
apply for the grade levels served, and specific annual actions to achieve 
those goals. A charter petition may identify additional school priorities, the 
goals for the school priorities, and the specific annual actions to achieve 
those goals. 

(iii)  If the proposed charter school will serve high school pupils, the 
manner in which the charter school will inform parents about the 
transferability of courses to other public high schools and the eligibility of 
courses to meet college entrance requirements. Courses offered by the charter 
school that are accredited by the Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges may be considered transferable and courses approved by the 
University of California or the California State University as creditable 
under the “A to G” admissions criteria may be considered to meet college 
entrance requirements. 

(B)  The measurable pupil outcomes identified for use by the charter 
school. “Pupil outcomes,” for purposes of this part, means the extent to 
which all pupils of the charter school demonstrate that they have attained 
the skills, knowledge, and attitudes specified as goals in the charter school’s 
educational program. Pupil outcomes shall include outcomes that address 
increases in pupil academic achievement both schoolwide and for all pupil 
subgroups served by the charter school, as that term is defined in subdivision 
(a) of Section 52052. The pupil outcomes shall align with the state priorities, 
as described in subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that apply for the grade 
levels served by the charter school. 

(C)  The method by which pupil progress in meeting those pupil outcomes 
is to be measured. To the extent practicable, the method for measuring pupil 
outcomes for state priorities shall be consistent with the way information 
is reported on a school accountability report card. 

(D)  The governance structure of the charter school, including, but not 
limited to, the process to be followed by the charter school to ensure parental 
involvement. 

(E)  The qualifications to be met by individuals to be employed by the 
charter school. 

90 

Ch. 486 — 17 — 

  

CA State Board of Education Page 112 of 567

 

PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e129 



(F)  The procedures that the charter school will follow to ensure the health 
and safety of pupils and staff. These procedures shall require all of the 
following: 

(i)  That each employee of the charter school furnish the charter school 
with a criminal record summary as described in Section 44237. 

(ii)  The development of a school safety plan, which shall include the 
safety topics listed in subparagraphs (A) to (H), inclusive, of paragraph (2) 
of subdivision (a) of Section 32282 and procedures for conducting tactical 
responses to criminal incidents. 

(iii)  That the school safety plan be reviewed and updated by March 1 of 
every year by the charter school. 

(G)  The means by which the charter school will achieve a balance of 
racial and ethnic pupils, special education pupils, and English learner pupils, 
including redesignated fluent English proficient pupils, as defined by the 
evaluation rubrics in Section 52064.5, that is reflective of the general 
population residing within the territorial jurisdiction of the school district 
to which the charter petition is submitted. Upon renewal, for a charter school 
not deemed to be a local educational agency for purposes of special education 
pursuant to Section 47641, the chartering authority may consider the effect 
of school placements made by the chartering authority in providing a free 
and appropriate public education as required by the federal Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (Public Law 101-476), on the balance of pupils 
with disabilities at the charter school. 

(H)  Admission policies and procedures, consistent with subdivision (e). 
(I)  The manner in which annual, independent financial audits shall be 

conducted, which shall employ generally accepted accounting principles, 
and the manner in which audit exceptions and deficiencies shall be resolved 
to the satisfaction of the chartering authority. 

(J)  The procedures by which pupils can be suspended or expelled from 
the charter school for disciplinary reasons or otherwise involuntarily removed 
from the charter school for any reason. These procedures, at a minimum, 
shall include an explanation of how the charter school will comply with 
federal and state constitutional procedural and substantive due process 
requirements that is consistent with all of the following: 

(i)  For suspensions of fewer than 10 days, provide oral or written notice 
of the charges against the pupil and, if the pupil denies the charges, an 
explanation of the evidence that supports the charges and an opportunity 
for the pupil to present the pupil’s side of the story. 

(ii)  For suspensions of 10 days or more and all other expulsions for 
disciplinary reasons, both of the following: 

(I)  Provide timely, written notice of the charges against the pupil and an 
explanation of the pupil’s basic rights. 

(II)  Provide a hearing adjudicated by a neutral officer within a reasonable 
number of days at which the pupil has a fair opportunity to present testimony, 
evidence, and witnesses and confront and cross-examine adverse witnesses, 
and at which the pupil has the right to bring legal counsel or an advocate. 

90 

— 18 — Ch. 486 

  

CA State Board of Education Page 113 of 567

 

PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e130 



(iii)  Contain a clear statement that no pupil shall be involuntarily removed 
by the charter school for any reason unless the parent or guardian of the 
pupil has been provided written notice of intent to remove the pupil no less 
than five schooldays before the effective date of the action. The written 
notice shall be in the native language of the pupil or the pupil’s parent or 
guardian or, if the pupil is a foster child or youth or a homeless child or 
youth, the pupil’s educational rights holder, and shall inform the pupil, the 
pupil’s parent or guardian, or the pupil’s educational rights holder of the 
right to initiate the procedures specified in clause (ii) before the effective 
date of the action. If the pupil’s parent, guardian, or educational rights holder 
initiates the procedures specified in clause (ii), the pupil shall remain enrolled 
and shall not be removed until the charter school issues a final decision. For 
purposes of this clause, “involuntarily removed” includes disenrolled, 
dismissed, transferred, or terminated, but does not include suspensions 
specified in clauses (i) and (ii). 

(K)  The manner by which staff members of the charter schools will be 
covered by the State Teachers’ Retirement System, the Public Employees’ 
Retirement System, or federal social security. 

(L)  The public school attendance alternatives for pupils residing within 
the school district who choose not to attend charter schools. 

(M)  The rights of an employee of the school district upon leaving the 
employment of the school district to work in a charter school, and of any 
rights of return to the school district after employment at a charter school. 

(N)  The procedures to be followed by the charter school and the chartering 
authority to resolve disputes relating to provisions of the charter. 

(O)  The procedures to be used if the charter school closes. The procedures 
shall ensure a final audit of the charter school to determine the disposition 
of all assets and liabilities of the charter school, including plans for disposing 
of any net assets and for the maintenance and transfer of pupil records. 

(6)  The petition does not contain a declaration of whether or not the 
charter school shall be deemed the exclusive public employer of the 
employees of the charter school for purposes of Chapter 10.7 (commencing 
with Section 3540) of Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code. 

(7)  The charter school is demonstrably unlikely to serve the interests of 
the entire community in which the school is proposing to locate. Analysis 
of this finding shall include consideration of the fiscal impact of the proposed 
charter school. A written factual finding under this paragraph shall detail 
specific facts and circumstances that analyze and consider the following 
factors: 

(A)  The extent to which the proposed charter school would substantially 
undermine existing services, academic offerings, or programmatic offerings. 

(B)  Whether the proposed charter school would duplicate a program 
currently offered within the school district and the existing program has 
sufficient capacity for the pupils proposed to be served within reasonable 
proximity to where the charter school intends to locate. 

(8)  The school district is not positioned to absorb the fiscal impact of the 
proposed charter school. A school district satisfies this paragraph if it has 
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a qualified interim certification pursuant to Section 1240 and the county 
superintendent of schools, in consultation with the County Office Fiscal 
Crisis and Management Assistance Team, certifies that approving the charter 
school would result in the school district having a negative interim 
certification pursuant to Section 1240, has a negative interim certification 
pursuant to Section 1240, or is under state receivership. Charter schools 
proposed in a school district satisfying one of these conditions shall be 
subject to a rebuttable presumption of denial. 

(d)  (1)  Charter schools shall meet all statewide standards and conduct 
the pupil assessments required pursuant to Section 60605 and any other 
statewide standards authorized in statute or pupil assessments applicable to 
pupils in noncharter public schools. 

(2)  Charter schools shall, on a regular basis, consult with their parents, 
legal guardians, and teachers regarding the charter school’s educational 
programs. 

(e)  (1)  In addition to any other requirement imposed under this part, a 
charter school shall be nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, 
employment practices, and all other operations, shall not charge tuition, and 
shall not discriminate against a pupil on the basis of the characteristics listed 
in Section 220. Except as provided in paragraph (2), admission to a charter 
school shall not be determined according to the place of residence of the 
pupil, or of that pupil’s parent or legal guardian, within this state, except 
that an existing public school converting partially or entirely to a charter 
school under this part shall adopt and maintain a policy giving admission 
preference to pupils who reside within the former attendance area of that 
public school. 

(2)  (A)  A charter school shall admit all pupils who wish to attend the 
charter school. 

(B)  If the number of pupils who wish to attend the charter school exceeds 
the charter school’s capacity, attendance, except for existing pupils of the 
charter school, shall be determined by a public random drawing. Preference 
shall be extended to pupils currently attending the charter school and pupils 
who reside in the school district except as provided for in Section 47614.5. 
Preferences, including, but not limited to, siblings of pupils admitted or 
attending the charter school and children of the charter school’s teachers, 
staff, and founders identified in the initial charter, may also be permitted 
by the chartering authority on an individual charter school basis. Priority 
order for any preference shall be determined in the charter petition in 
accordance with all of the following: 

(i)  Each type of preference shall be approved by the chartering authority 
at a public hearing. 

(ii)  Preferences shall be consistent with federal law, the California 
Constitution, and Section 200. 

(iii)  Preferences shall not result in limiting enrollment access for pupils 
with disabilities, academically low-achieving pupils, English learners, 
neglected or delinquent pupils, homeless pupils, or pupils who are 
economically disadvantaged, as determined by eligibility for any free or 
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reduced-price meal program, foster youth, or pupils based on nationality, 
race, ethnicity, or sexual orientation. 

(iv)  In accordance with Section 49011, preferences shall not require 
mandatory parental volunteer hours as a criterion for admission or continued 
enrollment. 

(C)  In the event of a drawing, the chartering authority shall make 
reasonable efforts to accommodate the growth of the charter school and 
shall not take any action to impede the charter school from expanding 
enrollment to meet pupil demand. 

(3)  If a pupil is expelled or leaves the charter school without graduating 
or completing the school year for any reason, the charter school shall notify 
the superintendent of the school district of the pupil’s last known address 
within 30 days, and shall, upon request, provide that school district with a 
copy of the cumulative record of the pupil, including report cards or a 
transcript of grades, and health information. If the pupil is subsequently 
expelled or leaves the school district without graduating or completing the 
school year for any reason, the school district shall provide this information 
to the charter school within 30 days if the charter school demonstrates that 
the pupil had been enrolled in the charter school. This paragraph applies 
only to pupils subject to compulsory full-time education pursuant to Section 
48200. 

(4)  (A)  A charter school shall not discourage a pupil from enrolling or 
seeking to enroll in the charter school for any reason, including, but not 
limited to, academic performance of the pupil or because the pupil exhibits 
any of the characteristics described in clause (iii) of subparagraph (B) of 
paragraph (2). 

(B)  A charter school shall not request a pupil’s records or require a parent, 
guardian, or pupil to submit the pupil’s records to the charter school before 
enrollment. 

(C)  A charter school shall not encourage a pupil currently attending the 
charter school to disenroll from the charter school or transfer to another 
school for any reason, including, but not limited to, academic performance 
of the pupil or because the pupil exhibits any of the characteristics described 
in clause (iii) of subparagraph (B) of paragraph (2). This subparagraph shall 
not apply to actions taken by a charter school pursuant to the procedures 
described in subparagraph (J) of paragraph (5) of subdivision (c). 

(D)  The department shall develop a notice of the requirements of this 
paragraph. This notice shall be posted on a charter school’s internet website. 
A charter school shall provide a parent or guardian, or a pupil if the pupil 
is 18 years of age or older, a copy of this notice at all of the following times: 

(i)  When a parent, guardian, or pupil inquires about enrollment. 
(ii)  Before conducting an enrollment lottery. 
(iii)  Before disenrollment of a pupil. 
(E)  (i)  A person who suspects that a charter school has violated this 

paragraph may file a complaint with the chartering authority. 
(ii)  The department shall develop a template to be used for filing 

complaints pursuant to clause (i). 
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(5)  Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school in operation as of 
July 1, 2019, that operates in partnership with the California National Guard 
may dismiss a pupil from the charter school for failing to maintain the 
minimum standards of conduct required by the Military Department. 

(f)  The governing board of a school district shall not require an employee 
of the school district to be employed in a charter school. 

(g)  The governing board of a school district shall not require a pupil 
enrolled in the school district to attend a charter school. 

(h)  The governing board of a school district shall require that the 
petitioner or petitioners provide information regarding the proposed operation 
and potential effects of the charter school, including, but not limited to, the 
facilities to be used by the charter school, the manner in which administrative 
services of the charter school are to be provided, and potential civil liability 
effects, if any, upon the charter school and upon the school district. The 
description of the facilities to be used by the charter school shall specify 
where the charter school intends to locate. The petitioner or petitioners also 
shall be required to provide financial statements that include a proposed 
first-year operational budget, including startup costs, and cashflow and 
financial projections for the first three years of operation. If the school is 
to be operated by, or as, a nonprofit public benefit corporation, the petitioner 
shall provide the names and relevant qualifications of all persons whom the 
petitioner nominates to serve on the governing body of the charter school. 

(i)  In reviewing petitions for the establishment of charter schools within 
the school district, the governing board of the school district shall give 
preference to petitions that demonstrate the capability to provide 
comprehensive learning experiences to pupils identified by the petitioner 
or petitioners as academically low achieving pursuant to the standards 
established by the department under Section 54032, as that section read 
before July 19, 2006. 

(j)  Upon the approval of the petition by the governing board of the school 
district, the petitioner or petitioners shall provide written notice of that 
approval, including a copy of the petition, to the applicable county 
superintendent of schools, the department, and the state board. 

(k)  (1)  (A)  (i)  If the governing board of a school district denies a 
petition, the petitioner may elect to submit the petition for the establishment 
of a charter school to the county board of education. The petitioner shall 
submit the petition to the county board of education within 30 days of a 
denial by the governing board of the school district. At the same time the 
petition is submitted to the county board of education, the petitioner shall 
also provide a copy of the petition to the school district. The county board 
of education shall review the petition pursuant to subdivisions (b) and (c). 
If the petition submitted on appeal contains new or different material terms, 
the county board of education shall immediately remand the petition to the 
governing board of the school district for reconsideration, which shall grant 
or deny the petition within 30 days. If the governing board of the school 
district denies a petition after reconsideration, the petitioner may elect to 
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resubmit the petition for the establishment of a charter school to the county 
board of education. 

(ii)  The county board of education shall review the appeal petition 
pursuant to subdivision (c). If the denial of the petition was made pursuant 
to paragraph (8) of subdivision (c), the county board of education shall also 
review the school district’s findings pursuant to paragraph (8) of subdivision 
(c). 

(iii)  As used in this subdivision, “material terms” of the petition means 
the signatures, affirmations, disclosures, documents, and descriptions 
described in subdivisions (a), (b), (c), and (h), but shall not include minor 
administrative updates to the petition or related documents due to changes 
in circumstances based on the passage of time related to fiscal affairs, 
facilities arrangements, or state law, or to reflect the county board of 
education as the chartering authority. 

(B)  If the governing board of a school district denies a petition and the 
county lacks an independent county board of education, the petitioner may 
elect to submit the petition for the establishment of a charter school to the 
state board. The state board shall review the petition pursuant to this 
paragraph. If the denial of a charter petition is reversed by the state board, 
the state board shall designate the governing board of the school district in 
which the charter school is located as the chartering authority. 

(2)  If the county board of education denies a petition, the petitioner may 
appeal that denial to the state board. 

(A)  The petitioner shall submit the petition to the state board within 30 
days of a denial by the county board of education. The petitioner shall 
include the findings and documentary record from the governing board of 
the school district and the county board of education and a written 
submission detailing, with specific citations to the documentary record, how 
the governing board of the school district or the county board of education, 
or both, abused their discretion. The governing board of the school district 
and county board of education shall prepare the documentary record, 
including transcripts of the public hearing at which the governing board of 
the school district and county board of education denied the charter, at the 
request of the petitioner. The documentary record shall be prepared by the 
governing board of the school district and county board of education no 
later than 10 business days after the request of the petitioner is made. At 
the same time the petition and supporting documentation is submitted to 
the state board, the petitioner shall also provide a copy of the petition and 
supporting documentation to the school district and the county board of 
education. 

(B)  If the appeal contains new or different material terms, as defined in 
clause (iii) of subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1), the state board shall 
immediately remand the petition to the governing board of the school district 
to which the petition was submitted for reconsideration. The governing 
board of the school district shall grant or deny the petition within 30 days. 
If the governing board of the school district denies a petition after 
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reconsideration, the petitioner may elect to resubmit the petition to the state 
board. 

(C) Within 30 days of receipt of the appeal submitted to the state board,
the governing board of the school district or county board of education may 
submit a written opposition to the state board detailing, with specific citations 
to the documentary record, how the governing board of the school district 
or the county board of education did not abuse its discretion in denying the 
petition. The governing board of the school district or the county board of 
education may submit supporting documentation or evidence from the 
documentary record that was considered by the governing board of the 
school district or the county board of education. 

(D) The state board’s Advisory Commission on Charter Schools shall
hold a public hearing to review the appeal and documentary record. Based 
on its review, the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools shall submit a 
recommendation to the state board whether there is sufficient evidence to 
hear the appeal or to summarily deny review of the appeal based on the 
documentary record. If the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools does 
not submit a recommendation to the state board, the state board shall consider 
the appeal, and shall either hear the appeal or summarily deny review of 
the appeal based on the documentary record at a regular public meeting of 
the state board. 

(E) The state board shall either hear the appeal or summarily deny review
of the appeal based on the documentary record. If the state board hears the 
appeal, the state board may affirm the determination of the governing board 
of the school district or the county board of education, or both of those 
determinations, or may reverse only upon a determination that there was an 
abuse of discretion. If the denial of a charter petition is reversed by the state 
board, the state board shall designate, in consultation with the petitioner, 
either the governing board of the school district or the county board of 
education in which the charter school is located as the chartering authority. 

(3) A charter school for which a charter is granted by either the county
board of education or the state board based on an appeal pursuant to this 
subdivision shall qualify fully as a charter school for all funding and other 
purposes of this part. 

(4) A charter school that receives approval of its petition from a county
board of education or from the state board on appeal shall be subject to the 
same requirements concerning geographic location to which it would 
otherwise be subject if it received approval from the chartering authority to 
which it originally submitted its petition. A charter petition that is submitted 
to either a county board of education or to the state board shall meet all 
otherwise applicable petition requirements, including the identification of 
the proposed site or sites where the charter school will operate. 

(5) Upon the approval of the petition by the county board of education,
the petition or petitioners shall provide written notice of that approval, 
including a copy of the petition, to the governing board of the school district 
in which the charter school is located, the department, and the state board. 
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(6)  If either the county board of education or the state board fails to act 
on a petition within 180 days of receipt, the decision of the governing board 
of the school district to deny the petition shall be subject to judicial review. 

(l)  (1)  Teachers in charter schools shall hold the Commission on Teacher 
Credentialing certificate, permit, or other document required for the teacher’s 
certificated assignment. These documents shall be maintained on file at the 
charter school and are subject to periodic inspection by the chartering 
authority. A governing body of a direct-funded charter school may use local 
assignment options authorized in statute and regulations for the purpose of 
legally assigning certificated teachers, in accordance with all of the 
requirements of the applicable statutes or regulations in the same manner 
as a governing board of a school district. A charter school shall have 
authority to request an emergency permit or a waiver from the Commission 
on Teacher Credentialing for individuals in the same manner as a school 
district. 

(2)  By July 1, 2020, all teachers in charter schools shall obtain a certificate 
of clearance and satisfy the requirements for professional fitness pursuant 
to Sections 44339, 44340, and 44341. 

(3)  The Commission on Teacher Credentialing shall include in the 
bulletins it issues pursuant to subdivision (k) of Section 44237 to provide 
notification to local educational agencies of any adverse actions taken against 
the holders of any commission documents, notice of any adverse actions 
taken against teachers employed by charter schools and shall make this 
bulletin available to all chartering authorities and charter schools in the 
same manner in which it is made available to local educational agencies. 

(m)  A charter school shall transmit a copy of its annual, independent 
financial audit report for the preceding fiscal year, as described in 
subparagraph (I) of paragraph (5) of subdivision (c), to its chartering 
authority, the Controller, the county superintendent of schools of the county 
in which the charter school is sited, unless the county board of education 
of the county in which the charter school is sited is the chartering authority, 
and the department by December 15 of each year. This subdivision does 
not apply if the audit of the charter school is encompassed in the audit of 
the chartering authority pursuant to Section 41020. 

(n)  A charter school may encourage parental involvement, but shall notify 
the parents and guardians of applicant pupils and currently enrolled pupils 
that parental involvement is not a requirement for acceptance to, or continued 
enrollment at, the charter school. 

(o)  The requirements of this section shall not be waived by the state board 
pursuant to Section 33050 or any other law. 

SEC. 2.2. Section 47605 of the Education Code is amended to read: 
47605. (a)  (1)  Except as set forth in paragraph (2), a petition for the 

establishment of a charter school within a school district may be circulated 
by one or more persons seeking to establish the charter school. A petition 
for the establishment of a charter school shall identify a single charter school 
that will operate within the geographic boundaries of that school district. A 
charter school may propose to operate at multiple sites within the school 
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district if each location is identified in the charter school petition. The 
petition may be submitted to the governing board of the school district for 
review after either of the following conditions is met: 

(A)  The petition is signed by a number of parents or legal guardians of 
pupils that is equivalent to at least one-half of the number of pupils that the 
charter school estimates will enroll in the charter school for its first year of 
operation. 

(B)  The petition is signed by a number of teachers that is equivalent to 
at least one-half of the number of teachers that the charter school estimates 
will be employed at the charter school during its first year of operation. 

(2)  A petition that proposes to convert an existing public school to a 
charter school that would not be eligible for a loan pursuant to subdivision 
(c) of Section 41365 may be circulated by one or more persons seeking to 
establish the charter school. The petition may be submitted to the governing 
board of the school district for review after the petition is signed by not less 
than 50 percent of the permanent status teachers currently employed at the 
public school to be converted. 

(3)  A petition shall include a prominent statement that a signature on the 
petition means that the parent or legal guardian is meaningfully interested 
in having their child or ward attend the charter school, or in the case of a 
teacher’s signature, means that the teacher is meaningfully interested in 
teaching at the charter school. The proposed charter shall be attached to the 
petition. 

(4)  After receiving approval of its petition, a charter school that proposes 
to expand operations to one or more additional sites or grade levels shall 
request a material revision to its charter and shall notify the chartering 
authority of those additional locations or grade levels. The chartering 
authority shall consider whether to approve those additional locations or 
grade levels at an open, public meeting. If the additional locations or grade 
levels are approved pursuant to the standards and criteria described in 
subdivision (c), there shall be a material revision to the charter school’s 
charter. 

(5)  A charter school that is unable to locate within the jurisdiction of the 
chartering school district may establish one site outside the boundaries of 
the school district, but within the county in which that school district is 
located, if the school district within the jurisdiction of which the charter 
school proposes to operate is notified in advance of the charter petition 
approval, the county superintendent of schools and the Superintendent are 
notified of the location of the charter school before it commences operations, 
and either of the following circumstances exists: 

(A)  The school has attempted to locate a single site or facility to house 
the entire program, but a site or facility is unavailable in the area in which 
the school chooses to locate. 

(B)  The site is needed for temporary use during a construction or 
expansion project. 

(6)  Commencing January 1, 2003, a petition to establish a charter school 
shall not be approved to serve pupils in a grade level that is not served by 

90 

— 26 — Ch. 486 

  

CA State Board of Education Page 121 of 567

 

PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e138 



the school district of the governing board considering the petition, unless 
the petition proposes to serve pupils in all of the grade levels served by that 
school district. 

(b)  No later than 60 days after receiving a petition, in accordance with 
subdivision (a), the governing board of the school district shall hold a public 
hearing on the provisions of the charter, at which time the governing board 
of the school district shall consider the level of support for the petition by 
teachers employed by the school district, other employees of the school 
district, and parents. Following review of the petition and the public hearing, 
the governing board of the school district shall either grant or deny the 
charter within 90 days of receipt of the petition, provided, however, that the 
date may be extended by an additional 30 days if both parties agree to the 
extension. A petition is deemed received by the governing board of the 
school district for purposes of commencing the timelines described in this 
subdivision on the day the petitioner submits a petition to the district office, 
along with a signed certification that the petitioner deems the petition to be 
complete. The governing board of the school district shall publish all staff 
recommendations, including the recommended findings and, if applicable, 
the certification from the county superintendent of schools prepared pursuant 
to paragraph (8) of subdivision (c), regarding the petition at least 15 days 
before the public hearing at which the governing board of the school district 
will either grant or deny the charter. At the public hearing at which the 
governing board of the school district will either grant or deny the charter, 
petitioners shall have equivalent time and procedures to present evidence 
and testimony to respond to the staff recommendations and findings. 

(c)  In reviewing petitions for the establishment of charter schools pursuant 
to this section, the chartering authority shall be guided by the intent of the 
Legislature that charter schools are and should become an integral part of 
the California educational system and that the establishment of charter 
schools should be encouraged. The governing board of the school district 
shall grant a charter for the operation of a school under this part if it is 
satisfied that granting the charter is consistent with sound educational 
practice and with the interests of the community in which the school is 
proposing to locate. The governing board of the school district shall consider 
the academic needs of the pupils the school proposes to serve. The governing 
board of the school district shall not deny a petition for the establishment 
of a charter school unless it makes written factual findings, specific to the 
particular petition, setting forth specific facts to support one or more of the 
following findings: 

(1)  The charter school presents an unsound educational program for the 
pupils to be enrolled in the charter school. 

(2)  The petitioners are demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement 
the program set forth in the petition. 

(3)  The petition does not contain the number of signatures required by 
subdivision (a). 

(4)  The petition does not contain an affirmation of each of the conditions 
described in subdivision (e). 
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(5)  The petition does not contain reasonably comprehensive descriptions 
of all of the following: 

(A)  (i)  The educational program of the charter school, designed, among 
other things, to identify those whom the charter school is attempting to 
educate, what it means to be an “educated person” in the 21st century, and 
how learning best occurs. The goals identified in that program shall include 
the objective of enabling pupils to become self-motivated, competent, and 
lifelong learners. 

(ii)  The annual goals for the charter school for all pupils and for each 
subgroup of pupils identified pursuant to Section 52052, to be achieved in 
the state priorities, as described in subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that 
apply for the grade levels served, and specific annual actions to achieve 
those goals. A charter petition may identify additional school priorities, the 
goals for the school priorities, and the specific annual actions to achieve 
those goals. 

(iii)  If the proposed charter school will serve high school pupils, the 
manner in which the charter school will inform parents about the 
transferability of courses to other public high schools and the eligibility of 
courses to meet college entrance requirements. Courses offered by the charter 
school that are accredited by the Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges may be considered transferable and courses approved by the 
University of California or the California State University as creditable 
under the “A to G” admissions criteria may be considered to meet college 
entrance requirements. 

(B)  The measurable pupil outcomes identified for use by the charter 
school. “Pupil outcomes,” for purposes of this part, means the extent to 
which all pupils of the charter school demonstrate that they have attained 
the skills, knowledge, and attitudes specified as goals in the charter school’s 
educational program. Pupil outcomes shall include outcomes that address 
increases in pupil academic achievement both schoolwide and for all pupil 
subgroups served by the charter school, as that term is defined in subdivision 
(a) of Section 52052. The pupil outcomes shall align with the state priorities, 
as described in subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that apply for the grade 
levels served by the charter school. 

(C)  The method by which pupil progress in meeting those pupil outcomes 
is to be measured. To the extent practicable, the method for measuring pupil 
outcomes for state priorities shall be consistent with the way information 
is reported on a school accountability report card. 

(D)  The governance structure of the charter school, including, but not 
limited to, the process to be followed by the charter school to ensure parental 
involvement. 

(E)  The qualifications to be met by individuals to be employed by the 
charter school. 

(F)  The procedures that the charter school will follow to ensure the health 
and safety of pupils and staff. These procedures shall require all of the 
following: 
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(i)  That each employee of the charter school furnish the charter school 
with a criminal record summary as described in Section 44237. 

(ii)  The development of a school safety plan, which shall include the 
safety topics listed in subparagraphs (A) to (J), inclusive, of paragraph (2) 
of subdivision (a) of Section 32282. 

(iii)  That the school safety plan be reviewed and updated by March 1 of 
every year by the charter school. 

(G)  The means by which the charter school will achieve a balance of 
racial and ethnic pupils, special education pupils, and English learner pupils, 
including redesignated fluent English proficient pupils, as defined by the 
evaluation rubrics in Section 52064.5, that is reflective of the general 
population residing within the territorial jurisdiction of the school district 
to which the charter petition is submitted. Upon renewal, for a charter school 
not deemed to be a local educational agency for purposes of special education 
pursuant to Section 47641, the chartering authority may consider the effect 
of school placements made by the chartering authority in providing a free 
and appropriate public education as required by the federal Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (Public Law 101-476), on the balance of pupils 
with disabilities at the charter school. 

(H)  Admission policies and procedures, consistent with subdivision (e). 
(I)  The manner in which annual, independent financial audits shall be 

conducted, which shall employ generally accepted accounting principles, 
and the manner in which audit exceptions and deficiencies shall be resolved 
to the satisfaction of the chartering authority. 

(J)  The procedures by which pupils can be suspended or expelled from 
the charter school for disciplinary reasons or otherwise involuntarily removed 
from the charter school for any reason. These procedures, at a minimum, 
shall include an explanation of how the charter school will comply with 
federal and state constitutional procedural and substantive due process 
requirements that is consistent with all of the following: 

(i)  For suspensions of fewer than 10 days, provide oral or written notice 
of the charges against the pupil and, if the pupil denies the charges, an 
explanation of the evidence that supports the charges and an opportunity 
for the pupil to present the pupil’s side of the story. 

(ii)  For suspensions of 10 days or more and all other expulsions for 
disciplinary reasons, both of the following: 

(I)  Provide timely, written notice of the charges against the pupil and an 
explanation of the pupil’s basic rights. 

(II)  Provide a hearing adjudicated by a neutral officer within a reasonable 
number of days at which the pupil has a fair opportunity to present testimony, 
evidence, and witnesses and confront and cross-examine adverse witnesses, 
and at which the pupil has the right to bring legal counsel or an advocate. 

(iii)  Contain a clear statement that no pupil shall be involuntarily removed 
by the charter school for any reason unless the parent or guardian of the 
pupil has been provided written notice of intent to remove the pupil no less 
than five schooldays before the effective date of the action. The written 
notice shall be in the native language of the pupil or the pupil’s parent or 
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guardian or, if the pupil is a foster child or youth or a homeless child or 
youth, the pupil’s educational rights holder, and shall inform the pupil, the 
pupil’s parent or guardian, or the pupil’s educational rights holder of the 
right to initiate the procedures specified in clause (ii) before the effective 
date of the action. If the pupil’s parent, guardian, or educational rights holder 
initiates the procedures specified in clause (ii), the pupil shall remain enrolled 
and shall not be removed until the charter school issues a final decision. For 
purposes of this clause, “involuntarily removed” includes disenrolled, 
dismissed, transferred, or terminated, but does not include suspensions 
specified in clauses (i) and (ii). 

(K)  The manner by which staff members of the charter schools will be 
covered by the State Teachers’ Retirement System, the Public Employees’ 
Retirement System, or federal social security. 

(L)  The public school attendance alternatives for pupils residing within 
the school district who choose not to attend charter schools. 

(M)  The rights of an employee of the school district upon leaving the 
employment of the school district to work in a charter school, and of any 
rights of return to the school district after employment at a charter school. 

(N)  The procedures to be followed by the charter school and the chartering 
authority to resolve disputes relating to provisions of the charter. 

(O)  The procedures to be used if the charter school closes. The procedures 
shall ensure a final audit of the charter school to determine the disposition 
of all assets and liabilities of the charter school, including plans for disposing 
of any net assets and for the maintenance and transfer of pupil records. 

(6)  The petition does not contain a declaration of whether or not the 
charter school shall be deemed the exclusive public employer of the 
employees of the charter school for purposes of Chapter 10.7 (commencing 
with Section 3540) of Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code. 

(7)  The charter school is demonstrably unlikely to serve the interests of 
the entire community in which the school is proposing to locate. Analysis 
of this finding shall include consideration of the fiscal impact of the proposed 
charter school. A written factual finding under this paragraph shall detail 
specific facts and circumstances that analyze and consider the following 
factors: 

(A)  The extent to which the proposed charter school would substantially 
undermine existing services, academic offerings, or programmatic offerings. 

(B)  Whether the proposed charter school would duplicate a program 
currently offered within the school district and the existing program has 
sufficient capacity for the pupils proposed to be served within reasonable 
proximity to where the charter school intends to locate. 

(8)  The school district is not positioned to absorb the fiscal impact of the 
proposed charter school. A school district satisfies this paragraph if it has 
a qualified interim certification pursuant to Section 1240 and the county 
superintendent of schools, in consultation with the County Office Fiscal 
Crisis and Management Assistance Team, certifies that approving the charter 
school would result in the school district having a negative interim 
certification pursuant to Section 1240, has a negative interim certification 
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pursuant to Section 1240, or is under state receivership. Charter schools 
proposed in a school district satisfying one of these conditions shall be 
subject to a rebuttable presumption of denial. 

(d)  (1)  Charter schools shall meet all statewide standards and conduct 
the pupil assessments required pursuant to Section 60605 and any other 
statewide standards authorized in statute or pupil assessments applicable to 
pupils in noncharter public schools. 

(2)  Charter schools shall, on a regular basis, consult with their parents, 
legal guardians, and teachers regarding the charter school’s educational 
programs. 

(e)  (1)  In addition to any other requirement imposed under this part, a 
charter school shall be nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, 
employment practices, and all other operations, shall not charge tuition, and 
shall not discriminate against a pupil on the basis of the characteristics listed 
in Section 220. Except as provided in paragraph (2), admission to a charter 
school shall not be determined according to the place of residence of that 
pupil, or of the pupil’s parent or legal guardian, within this state, except that 
an existing public school converting partially or entirely to a charter school 
under this part shall adopt and maintain a policy giving admission preference 
to pupils who reside within the former attendance area of that public school. 

(2)  (A)  A charter school shall admit all pupils who wish to attend the 
charter school. 

(B)  If the number of pupils who wish to attend the charter school exceeds 
the charter school’s capacity, attendance, except for existing pupils of the 
charter school, shall be determined by a public random drawing. Preference 
shall be extended to pupils currently attending the charter school and pupils 
who reside in the school district except as provided for in Section 47614.5. 
Preferences, including, but not limited to, siblings of pupils admitted or 
attending the charter school and children of the charter school’s teachers, 
staff, and founders identified in the initial charter, may also be permitted 
by the chartering authority on an individual charter school basis. Priority 
order for any preference shall be determined in the charter petition in 
accordance with all of the following: 

(i)  Each type of preference shall be approved by the chartering authority 
at a public hearing. 

(ii)  Preferences shall be consistent with federal law, the California 
Constitution, and Section 200. 

(iii)  Preferences shall not result in limiting enrollment access for pupils 
with disabilities, academically low-achieving pupils, English learners, 
neglected or delinquent pupils, homeless pupils, or pupils who are 
economically disadvantaged, as determined by eligibility for any free or 
reduced-price meal program, foster youth, or pupils based on nationality, 
race, ethnicity, or sexual orientation. 

(iv)  In accordance with Section 49011, preferences shall not require 
mandatory parental volunteer hours as a criterion for admission or continued 
enrollment. 
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(C) In the event of a drawing, the chartering authority shall make
reasonable efforts to accommodate the growth of the charter school and 
shall not take any action to impede the charter school from expanding 
enrollment to meet pupil demand. 

(3) If a pupil is expelled or leaves the charter school without graduating
or completing the school year for any reason, the charter school shall notify 
the superintendent of the school district of the pupil’s last known address 
within 30 days, and shall, upon request, provide that school district with a 
copy of the cumulative record of the pupil, including report cards or a 
transcript of grades, and health information. If the pupil is subsequently 
expelled or leaves the school district without graduating or completing the 
school year for any reason, the school district shall provide this information 
to the charter school within 30 days if the charter school demonstrates that 
the pupil had been enrolled in the charter school. This paragraph applies 
only to pupils subject to compulsory full-time education pursuant to Section 
48200. 

(4) (A)  A charter school shall not discourage a pupil from enrolling or
seeking to enroll in the charter school for any reason, including, but not 
limited to, academic performance of the pupil or because the pupil exhibits 
any of the characteristics described in clause (iii) of subparagraph (B) of 
paragraph (2). 

(B) A charter school shall not request a pupil’s records or require a parent, 
guardian, or pupil to submit the pupil’s records to the charter school before 
enrollment. 

(C) A charter school shall not encourage a pupil currently attending the
charter school to disenroll from the charter school or transfer to another 
school for any reason, including, but not limited to, academic performance 
of the pupil or because the pupil exhibits any of the characteristics described 
in clause (iii) of subparagraph (B) of paragraph (2). This subparagraph shall 
not apply to actions taken by a charter school pursuant to the procedures 
described in subparagraph (J) of paragraph (5) of subdivision (c). 

(D) The department shall develop a notice of the requirements of this
paragraph. This notice shall be posted on a charter school’s internet website. 
A charter school shall provide a parent or guardian, or a pupil if the pupil 
is 18 years of age or older, a copy of this notice at all of the following times: 

(i) When a parent, guardian, or pupil inquires about enrollment.
(ii) Before conducting an enrollment lottery.
(iii) Before disenrollment of a pupil.
(E) (i)  A person who suspects that a charter school has violated this

paragraph may file a complaint with the chartering authority. 
(ii) The department shall develop a template to be used for filing

complaints pursuant to clause (i). 
(5) Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school in operation as of

July 1, 2019, that operates in partnership with the California National Guard 
may dismiss a pupil from the charter school for failing to maintain the 
minimum standards of conduct required by the Military Department. 
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(f)  The governing board of a school district shall not require an employee 
of the school district to be employed in a charter school. 

(g)  The governing board of a school district shall not require a pupil 
enrolled in the school district to attend a charter school. 

(h)  The governing board of a school district shall require that the 
petitioner or petitioners provide information regarding the proposed operation 
and potential effects of the charter school, including, but not limited to, the 
facilities to be used by the charter school, the manner in which administrative 
services of the charter school are to be provided, and potential civil liability 
effects, if any, upon the charter school and upon the school district. The 
description of the facilities to be used by the charter school shall specify 
where the charter school intends to locate. The petitioner or petitioners also 
shall be required to provide financial statements that include a proposed 
first-year operational budget, including startup costs, and cashflow and 
financial projections for the first three years of operation. If the school is 
to be operated by, or as, a nonprofit public benefit corporation, the petitioner 
shall provide the names and relevant qualifications of all persons whom the 
petitioner nominates to serve on the governing body of the charter school. 

(i)  In reviewing petitions for the establishment of charter schools within 
the school district, the governing board of the school district shall give 
preference to petitions that demonstrate the capability to provide 
comprehensive learning experiences to pupils identified by the petitioner 
or petitioners as academically low achieving pursuant to the standards 
established by the department under Section 54032, as that section read 
before July 19, 2006. 

(j)  Upon the approval of the petition by the governing board of the school 
district, the petitioner or petitioners shall provide written notice of that 
approval, including a copy of the petition, to the applicable county 
superintendent of schools, the department, and the state board. 

(k)  (1)  (A)  (i)  If the governing board of a school district denies a 
petition, the petitioner may elect to submit the petition for the establishment 
of a charter school to the county board of education. The petitioner shall 
submit the petition to the county board of education within 30 days of a 
denial by the governing board of the school district. At the same time the 
petition is submitted to the county board of education, the petitioner shall 
also provide a copy of the petition to the school district. The county board 
of education shall review the petition pursuant to subdivisions (b) and (c). 
If the petition submitted on appeal contains new or different material terms, 
the county board of education shall immediately remand the petition to the 
governing board of the school district for reconsideration, which shall grant 
or deny the petition within 30 days. If the governing board of the school 
district denies a petition after reconsideration, the petitioner may elect to 
resubmit the petition for the establishment of a charter school to the county 
board of education. 

(ii)  The county board of education shall review the appeal petition 
pursuant to subdivision (c). If the denial of the petition was made pursuant 
to paragraph (8) of subdivision (c), the county board of education shall also 
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review the school district’s findings pursuant to paragraph (8) of subdivision 
(c). 

(iii)  As used in this subdivision, “material terms” of the petition means 
the signatures, affirmations, disclosures, documents, and descriptions 
described in subdivisions (a), (b), (c), and (h), but shall not include minor 
administrative updates to the petition or related documents due to changes 
in circumstances based on the passage of time related to fiscal affairs, 
facilities arrangements, or state law, or to reflect the county board of 
education as the chartering authority. 

(B)  If the governing board of a school district denies a petition and the 
county lacks an independent county board of education, the petitioner may 
elect to submit the petition for the establishment of a charter school to the 
state board. The state board shall review the petition pursuant to this 
paragraph. If the denial of a charter petition is reversed by the state board, 
the state board shall designate the governing board of the school district in 
which the charter school is located as the chartering authority. 

(2)  If the county board of education denies a petition, the petitioner may 
appeal that denial to the state board. 

(A)  The petitioner shall submit the petition to the state board within 30 
days of a denial by the county board of education. The petitioner shall 
include the findings and documentary record from the governing board of 
the school district and the county board of education and a written 
submission detailing, with specific citations to the documentary record, how 
the governing board of the school district or the county board of education, 
or both, abused their discretion. The governing board of the school district 
and county board of education shall prepare the documentary record, 
including transcripts of the public hearing at which the governing board of 
the school district and county board of education denied the charter, at the 
request of the petitioner. The documentary record shall be prepared by the 
governing board of the school district and county board of education no 
later than 10 business days after the request of the petitioner is made. At 
the same time the petition and supporting documentation is submitted to 
the state board, the petitioner shall also provide a copy of the petition and 
supporting documentation to the school district and the county board of 
education. 

(B)  If the appeal contains new or different material terms, as defined in 
clause (iii) of subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1), the state board shall 
immediately remand the petition to the governing board of the school district 
to which the petition was submitted for reconsideration. The governing 
board of the school district shall grant or deny the petition within 30 days. 
If the governing board of the school district denies a petition after 
reconsideration, the petitioner may elect to resubmit the petition to the state 
board. 

(C)  Within 30 days of receipt of the appeal submitted to the state board, 
the governing board of the school district or county board of education may 
submit a written opposition to the state board detailing, with specific citations 
to the documentary record, how the governing board of the school district 
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or the county board of education did not abuse its discretion in denying the 
petition. The governing board of the school district or the county board of 
education may submit supporting documentation or evidence from the 
documentary record that was considered by the governing board of the 
school district or the county board of education. 

(D)  The state board’s Advisory Commission on Charter Schools shall 
hold a public hearing to review the appeal and documentary record. Based 
on its review, the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools shall submit a 
recommendation to the state board whether there is sufficient evidence to 
hear the appeal or to summarily deny review of the appeal based on the 
documentary record. If the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools does 
not submit a recommendation to the state board, the state board shall consider 
the appeal, and shall either hear the appeal or summarily deny review of 
the appeal based on the documentary record at a regular public meeting of 
the state board. 

(E)  The state board shall either hear the appeal or summarily deny review 
of the appeal based on the documentary record. If the state board hears the 
appeal, the state board may affirm the determination of the governing board 
of the school district or the county board of education, or both of those 
determinations, or may reverse only upon a determination that there was an 
abuse of discretion. If the denial of a charter petition is reversed by the state 
board, the state board shall designate, in consultation with the petitioner, 
either the governing board of the school district or the county board of 
education in which the charter school is located as the chartering authority. 

(3)  A charter school for which a charter is granted by either the county 
board of education or the state board based on an appeal pursuant to this 
subdivision shall qualify fully as a charter school for all funding and other 
purposes of this part. 

(4)  A charter school that receives approval of its petition from a county 
board of education or from the state board on appeal shall be subject to the 
same requirements concerning geographic location to which it would 
otherwise be subject if it received approval from the chartering authority to 
which it originally submitted its petition. A charter petition that is submitted 
to either a county board of education or to the state board shall meet all 
otherwise applicable petition requirements, including the identification of 
the proposed site or sites where the charter school will operate. 

(5)  Upon the approval of the petition by the county board of education, 
the petition or petitioners shall provide written notice of that approval, 
including a copy of the petition, to the governing board of the school district 
in which the charter school is located, the department, and the state board. 

(6)  If either the county board of education or the state board fails to act 
on a petition within 180 days of receipt, the decision of the governing board 
of the school district to deny the petition shall be subject to judicial review. 

(l)  (1)  Teachers in charter schools shall hold the Commission on Teacher 
Credentialing certificate, permit, or other document required for the teacher’s 
certificated assignment. These documents shall be maintained on file at the 
charter school and are subject to periodic inspection by the chartering 

90 

Ch. 486 — 35 — 

  

CA State Board of Education Page 130 of 567

 

PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e147 



authority. A governing body of a direct-funded charter school may use local 
assignment options authorized in statute and regulations for the purpose of 
legally assigning certificated teachers, in accordance with all of the 
requirements of the applicable statutes or regulations in the same manner 
as a governing board of a school district. A charter school shall have 
authority to request an emergency permit or a waiver from the Commission 
on Teacher Credentialing for individuals in the same manner as a school 
district. 

(2)  By July 1, 2020, all teachers in charter schools shall obtain a certificate 
of clearance and satisfy the requirements for professional fitness pursuant 
to Sections 44339, 44340, and 44341. 

(3)  The Commission on Teacher Credentialing shall include in the 
bulletins it issues pursuant to subdivision (k) of Section 44237 to provide 
notification to local educational agencies of any adverse actions taken against 
the holders of any commission documents, notice of any adverse actions 
taken against teachers employed by charter schools and shall make this 
bulletin available to all chartering authorities and charter schools in the 
same manner in which it is made available to local educational agencies. 

(m)  A charter school shall transmit a copy of its annual, independent 
financial audit report for the preceding fiscal year, as described in 
subparagraph (I) of paragraph (5) of subdivision (c), to its chartering 
authority, the Controller, the county superintendent of schools of the county 
in which the charter school is sited, unless the county board of education 
of the county in which the charter school is sited is the chartering authority, 
and the department by December 15 of each year. This subdivision does 
not apply if the audit of the charter school is encompassed in the audit of 
the chartering authority pursuant to Section 41020. 

(n)  A charter school may encourage parental involvement, but shall notify 
the parents and guardians of applicant pupils and currently enrolled pupils 
that parental involvement is not a requirement for acceptance to, or continued 
enrollment at, the charter school. 

(o)  The requirements of this section shall not be waived by the state board 
pursuant to Section 33050 or any other law. 

SEC. 2.3. Section 47605 of the Education Code is amended to read: 
47605. (a)  (1)  Except as set forth in paragraph (2), a petition for the 

establishment of a charter school within a school district may be circulated 
by one or more persons seeking to establish the charter school. A petition 
for the establishment of a charter school shall identify a single charter school 
that will operate within the geographic boundaries of that school district. A 
charter school may propose to operate at multiple sites within the school 
district if each location is identified in the charter school petition. The 
petition may be submitted to the governing board of the school district for 
review after either of the following conditions is met: 

(A)  The petition is signed by a number of parents or legal guardians of 
pupils that is equivalent to at least one-half of the number of pupils that the 
charter school estimates will enroll in the charter school for its first year of 
operation. 
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(B)  The petition is signed by a number of teachers that is equivalent to 
at least one-half of the number of teachers that the charter school estimates 
will be employed at the charter school during its first year of operation. 

(2)  A petition that proposes to convert an existing public school to a 
charter school that would not be eligible for a loan pursuant to subdivision 
(c) of Section 41365 may be circulated by one or more persons seeking to 
establish the charter school. The petition may be submitted to the governing 
board of the school district for review after the petition is signed by not less 
than 50 percent of the permanent status teachers currently employed at the 
public school to be converted. 

(3)  A petition shall include a prominent statement that a signature on the 
petition means that the parent or legal guardian is meaningfully interested 
in having their child or ward attend the charter school, or in the case of a 
teacher’s signature, means that the teacher is meaningfully interested in 
teaching at the charter school. The proposed charter shall be attached to the 
petition. 

(4)  After receiving approval of its petition, a charter school that proposes 
to expand operations to one or more additional sites or grade levels shall 
request a material revision to its charter and shall notify the chartering 
authority of those additional locations or grade levels. The chartering 
authority shall consider whether to approve those additional locations or 
grade levels at an open, public meeting. If the additional locations or grade 
levels are approved pursuant to the standards and criteria described in 
subdivision (c), they shall be a material revision to the charter school’s 
charter. 

(5)  (A)  A charter school that established one site outside the boundaries 
of the school district, but within the county in which that school district is 
located before January 1, 2020, may continue to operate that site until the 
charter school submits a request for the renewal of its charter petition. To 
continue operating the site, the charter school shall do either of the following: 

(i)  First, before submitting the request for the renewal of the charter 
petition, obtain approval in writing from the school district where the site 
is operating. 

(ii)  Submit a request for the renewal of the charter petition pursuant to 
Section 47607 to the school district in which the charter school is located. 

(B)  If a Presidential declaration of a major disaster or emergency is issued 
in accordance with the federal Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 5121 et seq.) for an area in which 
a charter schoolsite is located and operating, the charter school, for not more 
than five years, may relocate that site outside the area subject to the 
Presidential declaration if the charter school first obtains the written approval 
of the school district where the site is being relocated to. 

(C)  Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), if a charter school was relocated 
from December 31, 2016, to December 31, 2019, inclusive, due to a 
Presidential declaration of a major disaster or emergency in accordance 
with the federal Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance 
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Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 5121 et seq.), that charter school shall be allowed to 
return to its original campus location in perpetuity. 

(D)  A charter school located on a federally recognized California Indian 
reservation or rancheria or operated by a federally recognized California 
Indian tribe shall be exempt from the provisions of this paragraph. 

(E)  The department shall regard as a continuing charter school for all 
purposes a charter school that was granted approval of its petition, that was 
providing educational services to pupils prior to October 1, 2019, and is 
authorized by a different chartering authority due to changes to this paragraph 
that took effect January 1, 2020. 

(6)  Commencing January 1, 2003, a petition to establish a charter school 
shall not be approved to serve pupils in a grade level that is not served by 
the school district of the governing board considering the petition, unless 
the petition proposes to serve pupils in all of the grade levels served by that 
school district. 

(b)  No later than 60 days after receiving a petition, in accordance with 
subdivision (a), the governing board of the school district shall hold a public 
hearing on the provisions of the charter, at which time the governing board 
of the school district shall consider the level of support for the petition by 
teachers employed by the school district, other employees of the school 
district, and parents. Following review of the petition and the public hearing, 
the governing board of the school district shall either grant or deny the 
charter within 90 days of receipt of the petition, provided, however, that the 
date may be extended by an additional 30 days if both parties agree to the 
extension. A petition is deemed received by the governing board of the 
school district for purposes of commencing the timelines described in this 
subdivision on the day the petitioner submits a petition to the district office, 
along with a signed certification that the petitioner deems the petition to be 
complete. The governing board of the school district shall publish all staff 
recommendations, including the recommended findings and, if applicable, 
the certification from the county superintendent of schools prepared pursuant 
to paragraph (8) of subdivision (c), regarding the petition at least 15 days 
before the public hearing at which the governing board of the school district 
will either grant or deny the charter. At the public hearing at which the 
governing board of the school district will either grant or deny the charter, 
petitioners shall have equivalent time and procedures to present evidence 
and testimony to respond to the staff recommendations and findings. 

(c)  In reviewing petitions for the establishment of charter schools pursuant 
to this section, the chartering authority shall be guided by the intent of the 
Legislature that charter schools are and should become an integral part of 
the California educational system and that the establishment of charter 
schools should be encouraged. The governing board of the school district 
shall grant a charter for the operation of a school under this part if it is 
satisfied that granting the charter is consistent with sound educational 
practice and with the interests of the community in which the school is 
proposing to locate. The governing board of the school district shall consider 
the academic needs of the pupils the school proposes to serve. The governing 
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board of the school district shall not deny a petition for the establishment 
of a charter school unless it makes written factual findings, specific to the 
particular petition, setting forth specific facts to support one or more of the 
following findings: 

(1)  The charter school presents an unsound educational program for the 
pupils to be enrolled in the charter school. 

(2)  The petitioners are demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement 
the program set forth in the petition. 

(3)  The petition does not contain the number of signatures required by 
subdivision (a). 

(4)  The petition does not contain an affirmation of each of the conditions 
described in subdivision (e). 

(5)  The petition does not contain reasonably comprehensive descriptions 
of all of the following: 

(A)  (i)  The educational program of the charter school, designed, among 
other things, to identify those whom the charter school is attempting to 
educate, what it means to be an “educated person” in the 21st century, and 
how learning best occurs. The goals identified in that program shall include 
the objective of enabling pupils to become self-motivated, competent, and 
lifelong learners. 

(ii)  The annual goals for the charter school for all pupils and for each 
subgroup of pupils identified pursuant to Section 52052, to be achieved in 
the state priorities, as described in subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that 
apply for the grade levels served, and specific annual actions to achieve 
those goals. A charter petition may identify additional school priorities, the 
goals for the school priorities, and the specific annual actions to achieve 
those goals. 

(iii)  If the proposed charter school will serve high school pupils, the 
manner in which the charter school will inform parents about the 
transferability of courses to other public high schools and the eligibility of 
courses to meet college entrance requirements. Courses offered by the charter 
school that are accredited by the Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges may be considered transferable and courses approved by the 
University of California or the California State University as creditable 
under the “A to G” admissions criteria may be considered to meet college 
entrance requirements. 

(B)  The measurable pupil outcomes identified for use by the charter 
school. “Pupil outcomes,” for purposes of this part, means the extent to 
which all pupils of the charter school demonstrate that they have attained 
the skills, knowledge, and attitudes specified as goals in the charter school’s 
educational program. Pupil outcomes shall include outcomes that address 
increases in pupil academic achievement both schoolwide and for all pupil 
subgroups served by the charter school, as that term is defined in subdivision 
(a) of Section 52052. The pupil outcomes shall align with the state priorities, 
as described in subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that apply for the grade 
levels served by the charter school. 
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(C)  The method by which pupil progress in meeting those pupil outcomes 
is to be measured. To the extent practicable, the method for measuring pupil 
outcomes for state priorities shall be consistent with the way information 
is reported on a school accountability report card. 

(D)  The governance structure of the charter school, including, but not 
limited to, the process to be followed by the charter school to ensure parental 
involvement. 

(E)  The qualifications to be met by individuals to be employed by the 
charter school. 

(F)  The procedures that the charter school will follow to ensure the health 
and safety of pupils and staff. These procedures shall require all of the 
following: 

(i)  That each employee of the charter school furnish the charter school 
with a criminal record summary as described in Section 44237. 

(ii)  The development of a school safety plan, which shall include the 
safety topics listed in subparagraphs (A) to (J), inclusive, of paragraph (2) 
of subdivision (a) of Section 32282. 

(iii)  That the school safety plan be reviewed and updated by March 1 of 
every year by the charter school. 

(G)  The means by which the charter school will achieve a balance of 
racial and ethnic pupils, special education pupils, and English learner pupils, 
including redesignated fluent English proficient pupils, as defined by the 
evaluation rubrics in Section 52064.5, that is reflective of the general 
population residing within the territorial jurisdiction of the school district 
to which the charter petition is submitted. Upon renewal, for a charter school 
not deemed to be a local educational agency for purposes of special education 
pursuant to Section 47641, the chartering authority may consider the effect 
of school placements made by the chartering authority in providing a free 
and appropriate public education as required by the federal Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (Public Law 101-476), on the balance of pupils 
with disabilities at the charter school. 

(H)  Admission policies and procedures, consistent with subdivision (e). 
(I)  The manner in which annual, independent financial audits shall be 

conducted, which shall employ generally accepted accounting principles, 
and the manner in which audit exceptions and deficiencies shall be resolved 
to the satisfaction of the chartering authority. 

(J)  The procedures by which pupils can be suspended or expelled from 
the charter school for disciplinary reasons or otherwise involuntarily removed 
from the charter school for any reason. These procedures, at a minimum, 
shall include an explanation of how the charter school will comply with 
federal and state constitutional procedural and substantive due process 
requirements that is consistent with all of the following: 

(i)  For suspensions of fewer than 10 days, provide oral or written notice 
of the charges against the pupil and, if the pupil denies the charges, an 
explanation of the evidence that supports the charges and an opportunity 
for the pupil to present the pupil’s side of the story. 
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(ii)  For suspensions of 10 days or more and all other expulsions for 
disciplinary reasons, both of the following: 

(I)  Provide timely, written notice of the charges against the pupil and an 
explanation of the pupil’s basic rights. 

(II)  Provide a hearing adjudicated by a neutral officer within a reasonable 
number of days at which the pupil has a fair opportunity to present testimony, 
evidence, and witnesses and confront and cross-examine adverse witnesses, 
and at which the pupil has the right to bring legal counsel or an advocate. 

(iii)  Contain a clear statement that no pupil shall be involuntarily removed 
by the charter school for any reason unless the parent or guardian of the 
pupil has been provided written notice of intent to remove the pupil no less 
than five schooldays before the effective date of the action. The written 
notice shall be in the native language of the pupil or the pupil’s parent or 
guardian or, if the pupil is a foster child or youth or a homeless child or 
youth, the pupil’s educational rights holder, and shall inform the pupil, the 
pupil’s parent or guardian, or the pupil’s educational rights holder of the 
right to initiate the procedures specified in clause (ii) before the effective 
date of the action. If the pupil’s parent, guardian, or educational rights holder 
initiates the procedures specified in clause (ii), the pupil shall remain enrolled 
and shall not be removed until the charter school issues a final decision. For 
purposes of this clause, “involuntarily removed” includes disenrolled, 
dismissed, transferred, or terminated, but does not include suspensions 
specified in clauses (i) and (ii). 

(K)  The manner by which staff members of the charter schools will be 
covered by the State Teachers’ Retirement System, the Public Employees’ 
Retirement System, or federal social security. 

(L)  The public school attendance alternatives for pupils residing within 
the school district who choose not to attend charter schools. 

(M)  The rights of an employee of the school district upon leaving the 
employment of the school district to work in a charter school, and of any 
rights of return to the school district after employment at a charter school. 

(N)  The procedures to be followed by the charter school and the chartering 
authority to resolve disputes relating to provisions of the charter. 

(O)  The procedures to be used if the charter school closes. The procedures 
shall ensure a final audit of the charter school to determine the disposition 
of all assets and liabilities of the charter school, including plans for disposing 
of any net assets and for the maintenance and transfer of pupil records. 

(6)  The petition does not contain a declaration of whether or not the 
charter school shall be deemed the exclusive public employer of the 
employees of the charter school for purposes of Chapter 10.7 (commencing 
with Section 3540) of Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code. 

(7)  The charter school is demonstrably unlikely to serve the interests of 
the entire community in which the school is proposing to locate. Analysis 
of this finding shall include consideration of the fiscal impact of the proposed 
charter school. A written factual finding under this paragraph shall detail 
specific facts and circumstances that analyze and consider the following 
factors: 
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(A)  The extent to which the proposed charter school would substantially 
undermine existing services, academic offerings, or programmatic offerings. 

(B)  Whether the proposed charter school would duplicate a program 
currently offered within the school district and the existing program has 
sufficient capacity for the pupils proposed to be served within reasonable 
proximity to where the charter school intends to locate. 

(8)  The school district is not positioned to absorb the fiscal impact of the 
proposed charter school. A school district satisfies this paragraph if it has 
a qualified interim certification pursuant to Section 1240 and the county 
superintendent of schools, in consultation with the County Office Fiscal 
Crisis and Management Assistance Team, certifies that approving the charter 
school would result in the school district having a negative interim 
certification pursuant to Section 1240, has a negative interim certification 
pursuant to Section 1240, or is under state receivership. Charter schools 
proposed in a school district satisfying one of these conditions shall be 
subject to a rebuttable presumption of denial. 

(d)  (1)  Charter schools shall meet all statewide standards and conduct 
the pupil assessments required pursuant to Section 60605 and any other 
statewide standards authorized in statute or pupil assessments applicable to 
pupils in noncharter public schools. 

(2)  Charter schools shall, on a regular basis, consult with their parents, 
legal guardians, and teachers regarding the charter school’s educational 
programs. 

(e)  (1)  In addition to any other requirement imposed under this part, a 
charter school shall be nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, 
employment practices, and all other operations, shall not charge tuition, and 
shall not discriminate against a pupil on the basis of the characteristics listed 
in Section 220. Except as provided in paragraph (2), admission to a charter 
school shall not be determined according to the place of residence of the 
pupil, or of that pupil’s parent or legal guardian, within this state, except 
that an existing public school converting partially or entirely to a charter 
school under this part shall adopt and maintain a policy giving admission 
preference to pupils who reside within the former attendance area of that 
public school. 

(2)  (A)  A charter school shall admit all pupils who wish to attend the 
charter school. 

(B)  If the number of pupils who wish to attend the charter school exceeds 
the charter school’s capacity, attendance, except for existing pupils of the 
charter school, shall be determined by a public random drawing. Preference 
shall be extended to pupils currently attending the charter school and pupils 
who reside in the school district except as provided for in Section 47614.5. 
Preferences, including, but not limited to, siblings of pupils admitted or 
attending the charter school and children of the charter school’s teachers, 
staff, and founders identified in the initial charter, may also be permitted 
by the chartering authority on an individual charter school basis. Priority 
order for any preference shall be determined in the charter petition in 
accordance with all of the following: 
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(i)  Each type of preference shall be approved by the chartering authority 
at a public hearing. 

(ii)  Preferences shall be consistent with federal law, the California 
Constitution, and Section 200. 

(iii)  Preferences shall not result in limiting enrollment access for pupils 
with disabilities, academically low-achieving pupils, English learners, 
neglected or delinquent pupils, homeless pupils, or pupils who are 
economically disadvantaged, as determined by eligibility for any free or 
reduced-price meal program, foster youth, or pupils based on nationality, 
race, ethnicity, or sexual orientation. 

(iv)  In accordance with Section 49011, preferences shall not require 
mandatory parental volunteer hours as a criterion for admission or continued 
enrollment. 

(C)  In the event of a drawing, the chartering authority shall make 
reasonable efforts to accommodate the growth of the charter school and 
shall not take any action to impede the charter school from expanding 
enrollment to meet pupil demand. 

(3)  If a pupil is expelled or leaves the charter school without graduating 
or completing the school year for any reason, the charter school shall notify 
the superintendent of the school district of the pupil’s last known address 
within 30 days, and shall, upon request, provide that school district with a 
copy of the cumulative record of the pupil, including report cards or a 
transcript of grades, and health information. If the pupil is subsequently 
expelled or leaves the school district without graduating or completing the 
school year for any reason, the school district shall provide this information 
to the charter school within 30 days if the charter school demonstrates that 
the pupil had been enrolled in the charter school. This paragraph applies 
only to pupils subject to compulsory full-time education pursuant to Section 
48200. 

(4)  (A)  A charter school shall not discourage a pupil from enrolling or 
seeking to enroll in the charter school for any reason, including, but not 
limited to, academic performance of the pupil or because the pupil exhibits 
any of the characteristics described in clause (iii) of subparagraph (B) of 
paragraph (2). 

(B)  A charter school shall not request a pupil’s records or require a parent, 
guardian, or pupil to submit the pupil’s records to the charter school before 
enrollment. 

(C)  A charter school shall not encourage a pupil currently attending the 
charter school to disenroll from the charter school or transfer to another 
school for any reason, including, but not limited to, academic performance 
of the pupil or because the pupil exhibits any of the characteristics described 
in clause (iii) of subparagraph (B) of paragraph (2). This subparagraph shall 
not apply to actions taken by a charter school pursuant to the procedures 
described in subparagraph (J) of paragraph (5) of subdivision (c). 

(D)  The department shall develop a notice of the requirements of this 
paragraph. This notice shall be posted on a charter school’s internet website. 
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A charter school shall provide a parent or guardian, or a pupil if the pupil 
is 18 years of age or older, a copy of this notice at all of the following times: 

(i)  When a parent, guardian, or pupil inquires about enrollment. 
(ii)  Before conducting an enrollment lottery. 
(iii)  Before disenrollment of a pupil. 
(E)  (i)  A person who suspects that a charter school has violated this 

paragraph may file a complaint with the chartering authority. 
(ii)  The department shall develop a template to be used for filing 

complaints pursuant to clause (i). 
(5)  Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school in operation as of 

July 1, 2019, that operates in partnership with the California National Guard 
may dismiss a pupil from the charter school for failing to maintain the 
minimum standards of conduct required by the Military Department. 

(f)  The governing board of a school district shall not require an employee 
of the school district to be employed in a charter school. 

(g)  The governing board of a school district shall not require a pupil 
enrolled in the school district to attend a charter school. 

(h)  The governing board of a school district shall require that the 
petitioner or petitioners provide information regarding the proposed operation 
and potential effects of the charter school, including, but not limited to, the 
facilities to be used by the charter school, the manner in which administrative 
services of the charter school are to be provided, and potential civil liability 
effects, if any, upon the charter school and upon the school district. The 
description of the facilities to be used by the charter school shall specify 
where the charter school intends to locate. The petitioner or petitioners also 
shall be required to provide financial statements that include a proposed 
first-year operational budget, including startup costs, and cashflow and 
financial projections for the first three years of operation. If the school is 
to be operated by, or as, a nonprofit public benefit corporation, the petitioner 
shall provide the names and relevant qualifications of all persons whom the 
petitioner nominates to serve on the governing body of the charter school. 

(i)  In reviewing petitions for the establishment of charter schools within 
the school district, the governing board of the school district shall give 
preference to petitions that demonstrate the capability to provide 
comprehensive learning experiences to pupils identified by the petitioner 
or petitioners as academically low achieving pursuant to the standards 
established by the department under Section 54032, as that section read 
before July 19, 2006. 

(j)  Upon the approval of the petition by the governing board of the school 
district, the petitioner or petitioners shall provide written notice of that 
approval, including a copy of the petition, to the applicable county 
superintendent of schools, the department, and the state board. 

(k)  (1)  (A)  (i)  If the governing board of a school district denies a 
petition, the petitioner may elect to submit the petition for the establishment 
of a charter school to the county board of education. The petitioner shall 
submit the petition to the county board of education within 30 days of a 
denial by the governing board of the school district. At the same time the 
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petition is submitted to the county board of education, the petitioner shall 
also provide a copy of the petition to the school district. The county board 
of education shall review the petition pursuant to subdivisions (b) and (c). 
If the petition submitted on appeal contains new or different material terms, 
the county board of education shall immediately remand the petition to the 
governing board of the school district for reconsideration, which shall grant 
or deny the petition within 30 days. If the governing board of the school 
district denies a petition after reconsideration, the petitioner may elect to 
resubmit the petition for the establishment of a charter school to the county 
board of education. 

(ii)  The county board of education shall review the appeal petition 
pursuant to subdivision (c). If the denial of the petition was made pursuant 
to paragraph (8) of subdivision (c), the county board of education shall also 
review the school district’s findings pursuant to paragraph (8) of subdivision 
(c). 

(iii)  As used in this subdivision, “material terms” of the petition means 
the signatures, affirmations, disclosures, documents, and descriptions 
described in subdivisions (a), (b), (c), and (h), but shall not include minor 
administrative updates to the petition or related documents due to changes 
in circumstances based on the passage of time related to fiscal affairs, 
facilities arrangements, or state law, or to reflect the county board of 
education as the chartering authority. 

(B)  If the governing board of a school district denies a petition and the 
county lacks an independent county board of education, the petitioner may 
elect to submit the petition for the establishment of a charter school to the 
state board. The state board shall review the petition pursuant to this 
paragraph. If the denial of a charter petition is reversed by the state board, 
the state board shall designate the governing board of the school district in 
which the charter school is located as the chartering authority. 

(2)  If the county board of education denies a petition, the petitioner may 
appeal that denial to the state board. 

(A)  The petitioner shall submit the petition to the state board within 30 
days of a denial by the county board of education. The petitioner shall 
include the findings and documentary record from the governing board of 
the school district and the county board of education and a written 
submission detailing, with specific citations to the documentary record, how 
the governing board of the school district or the county board of education, 
or both, abused their discretion. The governing board of the school district 
and county board of education shall prepare the documentary record, 
including transcripts of the public hearing at which the governing board of 
the school district and county board of education denied the charter, at the 
request of the petitioner. The documentary record shall be prepared by the 
governing board of the school district and county board of education no 
later than 10 business days after the request of the petitioner is made. At 
the same time the petition and supporting documentation is submitted to 
the state board, the petitioner shall also provide a copy of the petition and 
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supporting documentation to the school district and the county board of 
education. 

(B)  If the appeal contains new or different material terms, as defined in 
clause (iii) of subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1), the state board shall 
immediately remand the petition to the governing board of the school district 
to which the petition was submitted for reconsideration. The governing 
board of the school district shall grant or deny the petition within 30 days. 
If the governing board of the school district denies a petition after 
reconsideration, the petitioner may elect to resubmit the petition to the state 
board. 

(C)  Within 30 days of receipt of the appeal submitted to the state board, 
the governing board of the school district or county board of education may 
submit a written opposition to the state board detailing, with specific citations 
to the documentary record, how the governing board of the school district 
or the county board of education did not abuse its discretion in denying the 
petition. The governing board of the school district or the county board of 
education may submit supporting documentation or evidence from the 
documentary record that was considered by the governing board of the 
school district or the county board of education. 

(D)  The state board’s Advisory Commission on Charter Schools shall 
hold a public hearing to review the appeal and documentary record. Based 
on its review, the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools shall submit a 
recommendation to the state board whether there is sufficient evidence to 
hear the appeal or to summarily deny review of the appeal based on the 
documentary record. If the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools does 
not submit a recommendation to the state board, the state board shall consider 
the appeal, and shall either hear the appeal or summarily deny review of 
the appeal based on the documentary record at a regular public meeting of 
the state board. 

(E)  The state board shall either hear the appeal or summarily deny review 
of the appeal based on the documentary record. If the state board hears the 
appeal, the state board may affirm the determination of the governing board 
of the school district or the county board of education, or both of those 
determinations, or may reverse only upon a determination that there was an 
abuse of discretion. If the denial of a charter petition is reversed by the state 
board, the state board shall designate, in consultation with the petitioner, 
either the governing board of the school district or the county board of 
education in which the charter school is located as the chartering authority. 

(3)  A charter school for which a charter is granted by either the county 
board of education or the state board based on an appeal pursuant to this 
subdivision shall qualify fully as a charter school for all funding and other 
purposes of this part. 

(4)  A charter school that receives approval of its petition from a county 
board of education or from the state board on appeal shall be subject to the 
same requirements concerning geographic location to which it would 
otherwise be subject if it received approval from the chartering authority to 
which it originally submitted its petition. A charter petition that is submitted 
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to either a county board of education or to the state board shall meet all 
otherwise applicable petition requirements, including the identification of 
the proposed site or sites where the charter school will operate. 

(5)  Upon the approval of the petition by the county board of education, 
the petition or petitioners shall provide written notice of that approval, 
including a copy of the petition, to the governing board of the school district 
in which the charter school is located, the department, and the state board. 

(6)  If either the county board of education or the state board fails to act 
on a petition within 180 days of receipt, the decision of the governing board 
of the school district to deny the petition shall be subject to judicial review. 

(l)  (1)  Teachers in charter schools shall hold the Commission on Teacher 
Credentialing certificate, permit, or other document required for the teacher’s 
certificated assignment. These documents shall be maintained on file at the 
charter school and are subject to periodic inspection by the chartering 
authority. A governing body of a direct-funded charter school may use local 
assignment options authorized in statute and regulations for the purpose of 
legally assigning certificated teachers, in accordance with all of the 
requirements of the applicable statutes or regulations in the same manner 
as a governing board of a school district. A charter school shall have 
authority to request an emergency permit or a waiver from the Commission 
on Teacher Credentialing for individuals in the same manner as a school 
district. 

(2)  By July 1, 2020, all teachers in charter schools shall obtain a certificate 
of clearance and satisfy the requirements for professional fitness pursuant 
to Sections 44339, 44340, and 44341. 

(3)  The Commission on Teacher Credentialing shall include in the 
bulletins it issues pursuant to subdivision (k) of Section 44237 to provide 
notification to local educational agencies of any adverse actions taken against 
the holders of any commission documents, notice of any adverse actions 
taken against teachers employed by charter schools and shall make this 
bulletin available to all chartering authorities and charter schools in the 
same manner in which it is made available to local educational agencies. 

(m)  A charter school shall transmit a copy of its annual, independent 
financial audit report for the preceding fiscal year, as described in 
subparagraph (I) of paragraph (5) of subdivision (c), to its chartering 
authority, the Controller, the county superintendent of schools of the county 
in which the charter school is sited, unless the county board of education 
of the county in which the charter school is sited is the chartering authority, 
and the department by December 15 of each year. This subdivision does 
not apply if the audit of the charter school is encompassed in the audit of 
the chartering authority pursuant to Section 41020. 

(n)  A charter school may encourage parental involvement, but shall notify 
the parents and guardians of applicant pupils and currently enrolled pupils 
that parental involvement is not a requirement for acceptance to, or continued 
enrollment at, the charter school. 

(o)  The requirements of this section shall not be waived by the state board 
pursuant to Section 33050 or any other law. 
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SEC. 3. Section 47605.4 is added to the Education Code, to read: 
47605.4. (a)  Notwithstanding subdivision (l) of Section 47605, teachers 

employed by charter schools during the 2019–20 school year shall have 
until July 1, 2025, to obtain the certificate required for the teacher’s 
certificated assignment. 

(b)  By June 30, 2022, the Commission on Teacher Credentialing shall 
conduct a comprehensive study to examine whether existing certificates, 
permits, or other documents adequately address the needs for noncore, 
noncollege preparatory courses in all schools. Based on the findings, the 
commission shall consider establishing new or modifying existing 
certificates, permits, or other documents and, if necessary, shall make 
recommendations to the appropriate policy committees of the Legislature. 

(c)  Subdivision (a) does not lessen the requirements on charter schools 
regarding allegations of misconduct pursuant to Sections 44030.5, 44420, 
and 44940 of this code and Section 80303 of Title 5 of the California Code 
of Regulations. 

(d)  This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2026, and as 
of that date is repealed. 

SEC. 4. Section 47605.6 of the Education Code is amended to read: 
47605.6. (a)  (1)  In addition to the authority provided by Section 

47605.5, a county board of education may also approve a petition for the 
operation of a charter school that operates at one or more sites within the 
geographic boundaries of the county and that provides instructional services 
that are not generally provided by a county office of education. A county 
board of education may approve a countywide charter only if it finds, in 
addition to the other requirements of this section, that the educational 
services to be provided by the charter school will offer services to a pupil 
population that will benefit from those services and that cannot be served 
as well by a charter school that operates in only one school district in the 
county. A petition for the establishment of a countywide charter school 
pursuant to this subdivision may be circulated throughout the county by any 
one or more persons seeking to establish the charter school. The petition 
may be submitted to the county board of education for review after either 
of the following conditions is met: 

(A)  The petition is signed by a number of parents or guardians of pupils 
residing within the county that is equivalent to at least one-half of the number 
of pupils that the charter school estimates will enroll in the school for its 
first year of operation and each of the school districts where the charter 
school petitioner proposes to operate a facility has received at least 30 days’ 
notice of the petitioner’s intent to operate a charter school pursuant to this 
section. 

(B)  The petition is signed by a number of teachers that is equivalent to 
at least one-half of the number of teachers that the charter school estimates 
will be employed at the school during its first year of operation and each of 
the school districts where the charter school petitioner proposes to operate 
a facility has received at least 30 days’ notice of the petitioner’s intent to 
operate a charter school pursuant to this section. 
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(2)  An existing public school shall not be converted to a charter school 
in accordance with this section. 

(3)  After receiving approval of its petition, a charter school that proposes 
to establish operations at additional sites within the geographic boundaries 
of the county board of education shall notify the school districts where those 
sites will be located. The charter school shall also request a material revision 
of its charter by the county board of education that approved its charter and 
the county board of education shall consider whether to approve those 
additional locations at an open, public meeting, held no sooner than 30 days 
following notification of the school districts where the sites will be located. 
If approved, the location of the approved sites shall be a material revision 
of the charter school’s approved charter. 

(4)  A petition shall include a prominent statement indicating that a 
signature on the petition means that the parent or guardian is meaningfully 
interested in having their child or ward attend the charter school, or in the 
case of a teacher’s signature, means that the teacher is meaningfully 
interested in teaching at the charter school. The proposed charter shall be 
attached to the petition. 

(b)  No later than 60 days after receiving a petition, in accordance with 
subdivision (a), the county board of education shall hold a public hearing 
on the provisions of the charter, at which time the county board of education 
shall consider the level of support for the petition by teachers, parents or 
guardians, and the school districts where the charter school petitioner 
proposes to place school facilities. Following review of the petition and the 
public hearing, the county board of education shall either grant or deny the 
charter within 90 days of receipt of the petition. However, this date may be 
extended by an additional 30 days if both parties agree to the extension. A 
petition is deemed received by the county board of education for purposes 
of commencing the timelines described in this subdivision when the 
petitioner submits a petition, in accordance with subparagraph (A) or (B) 
of paragraph (1) of subdivision (a), to the county office of education. The 
county board of education shall publish all staff recommendations, including 
the recommended findings, regarding the petition at least 15 days before 
the public hearing at which the county board of education will either grant 
or deny the charter. At the public hearing at which the county board of 
education will either grant or deny the charter, petitioners shall have 
equivalent time and procedures to present evidence and testimony to respond 
to the staff recommendations and findings. A county board of education 
may impose any additional requirements beyond those required by this 
section that it considers necessary for the sound operation of a countywide 
charter school. A county board of education may grant a charter for the 
operation of a charter school under this part only if it is satisfied that granting 
the charter is consistent with sound educational practice and that the charter 
school has reasonable justification for why it could not be established by 
petition to a school district pursuant to Section 47605. The county board of 
education shall deny a petition for the establishment of a charter school if 
it finds one or more of the following: 

90 

Ch. 486 — 49 — 

  

CA State Board of Education Page 144 of 567

 

PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e161 



(1)  The charter school presents an unsound educational program for the 
pupils to be enrolled in the charter school. 

(2)  The petitioners are demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement 
the program set forth in the petition. 

(3)  The petition does not contain the number of signatures required by 
subdivision (a). 

(4)  The petition does not contain an affirmation of each of the conditions 
described in subdivision (e). 

(5)  The petition does not contain reasonably comprehensive descriptions 
of all of the following: 

(A)  (i)  The educational program of the charter school, designed, among 
other things, to identify those pupils whom the charter school is attempting 
to educate, what it means to be an “educated person” in the 21st century, 
and how learning best occurs. The goals identified in that program shall 
include the objective of enabling pupils to become self-motivated, competent, 
and lifelong learners. 

(ii)  The annual goals for the charter school for all pupils and for each 
subgroup of pupils identified pursuant to Section 52052, to be achieved in 
the state priorities, as described in subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that 
apply for the grade levels served by the charter school, and specific annual 
actions to achieve those goals. A charter petition may identify additional 
school priorities, the goals for the school priorities, and the specific annual 
actions to achieve those goals. 

(iii)  If the proposed charter school will enroll high school pupils, the 
manner in which the charter school will inform parents regarding the 
transferability of courses to other public high schools. Courses offered by 
the charter school that are accredited by the Western Association of Schools 
and Colleges may be considered to be transferable to other public high 
schools. 

(iv)  If the proposed charter school will enroll high school pupils, 
information as to the manner in which the charter school will inform parents 
as to whether each individual course offered by the charter school meets 
college entrance requirements. Courses approved by the University of 
California or the California State University as satisfying their prerequisites 
for admission may be considered as meeting college entrance requirements 
for purposes of this clause. 

(B)  The measurable pupil outcomes identified for use by the charter 
school. “Pupil outcomes,” for purposes of this part, means the extent to 
which all pupils of the charter school demonstrate that they have attained 
the skills, knowledge, and aptitudes specified as goals in the charter school’s 
educational program. Pupil outcomes shall include outcomes that address 
increases in pupil academic achievement both schoolwide and for all pupil 
subgroups served by the charter school, as that term is defined in subdivision 
(a) of Section 52052. The pupil outcomes shall align with the state priorities, 
as described in subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that apply for the grade 
levels served by the charter school. 
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(C)  The method by which pupil progress in meeting those pupil outcomes 
is to be measured. To the extent practicable, the method for measuring pupil 
outcomes for state priorities shall be consistent with the way information 
is reported on a school accountability report card. 

(D)  The location of each charter school facility that the petitioner proposes 
to operate. 

(E)  The governance structure of the charter school, including, but not 
limited to, the process to be followed by the charter school to ensure parental 
involvement. 

(F)  The qualifications to be met by individuals to be employed by the 
charter school. 

(G)  The procedures that the charter school will follow to ensure the health 
and safety of pupils and staff. These procedures shall require all of the 
following: 

(i)  That each employee of the charter school furnish the charter school 
with a criminal record summary as described in Section 44237. 

(ii)  The development of a school safety plan, which shall include the 
safety topics listed in subparagraphs (A) to (H), inclusive, of paragraph (2) 
of subdivision (a) of Section 32282 and procedures for conducting tactical 
responses to criminal incidents. 

(iii)  That the school safety plan be reviewed and updated by March 1 of 
every year by the charter school. 

(H)  The means by which the charter school will achieve a balance of 
racial and ethnic pupils, special education pupils, and English learner pupils, 
including redesignated fluent English proficient pupils as defined by the 
evaluation rubrics in Section 52064.5, that is reflective of the general 
population residing within the territorial jurisdiction of the county board of 
education to which the charter petition is submitted. Upon renewal, for a 
charter school not deemed to be a local educational agency for purposes of 
special education pursuant to Section 47641, the chartering authority may 
consider the effect of school placements made by the chartering authority 
in providing a free and appropriate public education as required by the 
federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (Public Law 101-476), 
on the balance of pupils with disabilities at the charter school. 

(I)  The manner in which annual, independent financial audits shall be 
conducted, in accordance with regulations established by the state board, 
and the manner in which audit exceptions and deficiencies shall be resolved. 

(J)  The procedures by which pupils can be suspended or expelled from 
the charter school for disciplinary reasons or otherwise involuntarily removed 
from the charter school for any reason. These procedures, at a minimum, 
shall include an explanation of how the charter school will comply with 
federal and state constitutional procedural and substantive due process 
requirements that is consistent with all of the following: 

(i)  For suspensions of fewer than 10 days, provide oral or written notice 
of the charges against the pupil and, if the pupil denies the charges, an 
explanation of the evidence that supports the charges and an opportunity 
for the pupil to present the pupil’s side of the story. 
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(ii)  For suspensions of 10 days or more and all other expulsions for 
disciplinary reasons, both of the following: 

(I)  Provide timely, written notice of the charges against the pupil and an 
explanation of the pupil’s basic rights. 

(II)  Provide a hearing adjudicated by a neutral officer within a reasonable 
number of days at which the pupil has a fair opportunity to present testimony, 
evidence, and witnesses and confront and cross-examine adverse witnesses, 
and at which the pupil has the right to bring legal counsel or an advocate. 

(iii)  Contain a clear statement that no pupil shall be involuntarily removed 
by the charter school for any reason unless the parent or guardian of the 
pupil has been provided written notice of intent to remove the pupil no less 
than five schooldays before the effective date of the action. The written 
notice shall be in the native language of the pupil or the pupil’s parent or 
guardian or, if the pupil is a foster child or youth or a homeless child or 
youth, the pupil’s educational rights holder, and shall inform the pupil, the 
pupil’s parent or guardian, or the pupil’s educational rights holder of the 
right to initiate the procedures specified in clause (ii) before the effective 
date of the action. If the pupil’s parent, guardian, or educational rights holder 
initiates the procedures specified in clause (ii), the pupil shall remain enrolled 
and shall not be removed until the charter school issues a final decision. For 
purposes of this clause, “involuntarily removed” includes disenrolled, 
dismissed, transferred, or terminated, but does not include suspensions 
specified in clauses (i) and (ii). 

(K)  The manner by which staff members of the charter school will be 
covered by the State Teachers’ Retirement System, the Public Employees’ 
Retirement System, or federal social security. 

(L)  The procedures to be followed by the charter school and the county 
board of education to resolve disputes relating to provisions of the charter. 

(M)  Admission policy and procedures, consistent with subdivision (e). 
(N)  The public school attendance alternatives for pupils residing within 

the county who choose not to attend the charter school. 
(O)  The rights of an employee of the county office of education, upon 

leaving the employment of the county office of education, to be employed 
by the charter school, and any rights of return to the county office of 
education that an employee may have upon leaving the employment of the 
charter school. 

(P)  The procedures to be used if the charter school closes. The procedures 
shall ensure a final audit of the charter school to determine the disposition 
of all assets and liabilities of the charter school, including plans for disposing 
of any net assets and for the maintenance and transfer of public records. 

(6)  A declaration of whether or not the charter school shall be deemed 
the exclusive public school employer of the employees of the charter school 
for purposes of the Educational Employment Relations Act (Chapter 10.7 
(commencing with Section 3540) of Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government 
Code). 

(7)  Any other basis that the county board of education finds justifies the 
denial of the petition. 
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(c)  A county board of education that approves a petition for the operation 
of a countywide charter may, as a condition of charter approval, enter into 
an agreement with a third party, at the expense of the charter school, to 
oversee, monitor, and report to the county board of education on the 
operations of the charter school. The county board of education may 
prescribe the aspects of the charter school’s operations to be monitored by 
the third party and may prescribe appropriate requirements regarding the 
reporting of information concerning the operations of the charter school to 
the county board of education. 

(d)  (1)  Charter schools shall meet all statewide standards and conduct 
the pupil assessments required pursuant to Section 60605 and any other 
statewide standards authorized in statute or pupil assessments applicable to 
pupils in noncharter public schools. 

(2)  Charter schools shall on a regular basis consult with their parents and 
teachers regarding the charter school’s educational programs. 

(e)  (1)  In addition to any other requirement imposed under this part, a 
charter school shall be nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, 
employment practices, and all other operations, shall not charge tuition, and 
shall not discriminate against any pupil on the basis of ethnicity, national 
origin, gender, gender identity, gender expression, or disability. Except as 
provided in paragraph (2), admission to a charter school shall not be 
determined according to the place of residence of the pupil, or of the pupil’s 
parent or guardian, within this state. 

(2)  (A)  A charter school shall admit all pupils who wish to attend the 
charter school. 

(B)  If the number of pupils who wish to attend the charter school exceeds 
the charter school’s capacity, attendance, except for existing pupils of the 
charter school, shall be determined by a public random drawing. Preference 
shall be extended to pupils currently attending the charter school and pupils 
who reside in the county except as provided for in Section 47614.5. 
Preferences, including, but not limited to, siblings of pupils admitted or 
attending the charter school and children of the charter school’s teachers, 
staff, and founders identified in the initial charter, may also be permitted 
by the chartering authority on an individual charter school basis. Priority 
order for any preference shall be determined in the charter petition in 
accordance with all of the following: 

(i)  Each type of preference shall be approved by the chartering authority 
at a public hearing. 

(ii)  Preferences shall be consistent with federal law, the California 
Constitution, and Section 200. 

(iii)  Preferences shall not result in limiting enrollment access for pupils 
with disabilities, academically low-achieving pupils, English learners, 
neglected or delinquent pupils, homeless pupils, or pupils who are 
economically disadvantaged, as determined by eligibility for any free or 
reduced-price meal program, foster youth, or pupils based on nationality, 
race, ethnicity, or sexual orientation. 
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(iv)  In accordance with Section 49011, preferences shall not require 
mandatory parental volunteer hours as a criterion for admission or continued 
enrollment. 

(C)  In the event of a drawing, the county board of education shall make 
reasonable efforts to accommodate the growth of the charter school and in 
no event shall take any action to impede the charter school from expanding 
enrollment to meet pupil demand. 

(3)  If a pupil is expelled or leaves the charter school without graduating 
or completing the school year for any reason, the charter school shall notify 
the superintendent of the school district of the pupil’s last known address 
within 30 days and shall, upon request, provide that school district with a 
copy of the cumulative record of the pupil, including report cards or a 
transcript of grades, and health information. If the pupil is subsequently 
expelled or leaves the school district without graduating or completing the 
school year for any reason, the school district shall provide this information 
to the charter school within 30 days if the charter school demonstrates that 
the pupil had been enrolled in the charter school. This paragraph applies 
only to pupils subject to compulsory full-time education pursuant to Section 
48200. 

(4)  (A)  A charter school shall not discourage a pupil from enrolling or 
seeking to enroll in the charter school for any reason, including, but not 
limited to, academic performance of the pupil or because the pupil exhibits 
any of the characteristics described in clause (iii) of subparagraph (B) of 
paragraph (2). 

(B)  A charter school shall not request a pupil’s records or require a parent, 
guardian, or pupil to submit the pupil’s records to the charter school before 
enrollment. 

(C)  A charter school shall not encourage a pupil currently attending the 
charter school to disenroll from the charter school or transfer to another 
school for any reason, including, but not limited to, academic performance 
of the pupil or because the pupil exhibits any of the characteristics described 
in clause (iii) of subparagraph (B) of paragraph (2). This subparagraph shall 
not apply to actions taken by a charter school pursuant to the procedures 
described in subparagraph (J) of paragraph (5) of subdivision (b). 

(D)  The department shall develop a notice of the requirements of this 
paragraph. This notice shall be posted on a charter school’s internet website. 
A charter school shall provide a parent or guardian, or a pupil if the pupil 
is 18 years of age or older, a copy of this notice at all of the following times: 

(i)  When a parent, guardian, or pupil inquires about enrollment. 
(ii)  Before conducting an enrollment lottery. 
(iii)  Before disenrollment of a pupil. 
(E)  (i)  A person who suspects that a charter school has violated this 

paragraph may file a complaint with the chartering authority. 
(ii)  The department shall develop a template to be used for filing 

complaints pursuant to clause (i). 
(5)  Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school in operation as of 

July 1, 2019, that operates in partnership with the California National Guard 
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may dismiss a pupil from the charter school for failing to maintain the 
minimum standards of conduct required by the Military Department. 

(f)  The county board of education shall not require an employee of the 
county or a school district to be employed in a charter school. 

(g)  The county board of education shall not require a pupil enrolled in a 
county program to attend a charter school. 

(h)  The county board of education shall require that the petitioner or 
petitioners provide information regarding the proposed operation and 
potential effects of the charter school, including, but not limited to, the 
facilities to be used by the charter school, the manner in which administrative 
services of the charter school are to be provided, and potential civil liability 
effects, if any, upon the charter school, any school district where the charter 
school may operate, and upon the county board of education. The petitioner 
or petitioners shall also be required to provide financial statements that 
include a proposed first-year operational budget, including startup costs, 
and cashflow and financial projections for the first three years of operation. 
If the charter school is to be operated by, or as, a nonprofit public benefit 
corporation, the petitioner shall provide the names and relevant qualifications 
of all persons whom the petitioner nominates to serve on the governing 
body of the charter school. 

(i)  In reviewing petitions for the establishment of charter schools within 
the county, the county board of education shall give preference to petitions 
that demonstrate the capability to provide comprehensive learning 
experiences to pupils identified by the petitioner or petitioners as 
academically low achieving pursuant to the standards established by the 
department under Section 54032, as that section read before July 19, 2006. 

(j)  Upon the approval of the petition by the county board of education, 
the petitioner or petitioners shall provide written notice of that approval, 
including a copy of the petition, to the school districts within the county, 
the Superintendent, and the state board. 

(k)  If a county board of education denies a petition, the petitioner shall 
not elect to submit the petition for the establishment of the charter school 
to the state board. 

(l)  (1)  Teachers in charter schools shall be required to hold the 
Commission on Teacher Credentialing certificate, permit, or other document 
required for the teacher’s certificated assignment. These documents shall 
be maintained on file at the charter school and shall be subject to periodic 
inspection by the chartering authority. A governing body of a direct-funded 
charter school may use local assignment options authorized in statute and 
regulations for the purpose of legally assigning certificated teachers, in 
accordance with all of the requirements of the applicable statutes or 
regulations in the same manner as a governing board of a school district. A 
charter school shall have authority to request an emergency permit or a 
waiver from the Commission on Teacher Credentialing for individuals in 
the same manner as a school district. 

(2)  The Commission on Teacher Credentialing shall include in the 
bulletins it issues pursuant to subdivision (k) of Section 44237 to provide 
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notification to local educational agencies of any adverse actions taken against 
the holders of any commission documents, notice of any adverse actions 
taken against teachers employed by charter schools. The Commission on 
Teacher Credentialing shall make this bulletin available to all chartering 
authorities and charter schools in the same manner in which it is made 
available to local educational agencies. 

(m)  A charter school shall transmit a copy of its annual, independent, 
financial audit report for the preceding fiscal year, as described in 
subparagraph (I) of paragraph (5) of subdivision (b), to the county office 
of education, the Controller, and the department by December 15 of each 
year. This subdivision does not apply if the audit of the charter school is 
encompassed in the audit of the chartering entity pursuant to Section 41020. 

(n)  A charter school may encourage parental involvement but shall notify 
the parents and guardians of applicant pupils and currently enrolled pupils 
that parental involvement is not a requirement for acceptance to, or continued 
enrollment at, the charter school. 

(o)  The requirements of this section shall not be waived by the state board 
pursuant to Section 33050 or any other law. 

SEC. 4.5. Section 47605.6 of the Education Code is amended to read: 
47605.6. (a)  (1)  In addition to the authority provided by Section 

47605.5, a county board of education may also approve a petition for the 
operation of a charter school that operates at one or more sites within the 
geographic boundaries of the county and that provides instructional services 
that are not generally provided by a county office of education. A county 
board of education may approve a countywide charter only if it finds, in 
addition to the other requirements of this section, that the educational 
services to be provided by the charter school will offer services to a pupil 
population that will benefit from those services and that cannot be served 
as well by a charter school that operates in only one school district in the 
county. A petition for the establishment of a countywide charter school 
pursuant to this subdivision may be circulated throughout the county by any 
one or more persons seeking to establish the charter school. The petition 
may be submitted to the county board of education for review after either 
of the following conditions is met: 

(A)  The petition is signed by a number of parents or guardians of pupils 
residing within the county that is equivalent to at least one-half of the number 
of pupils that the charter school estimates will enroll in the school for its 
first year of operation and each of the school districts where the charter 
school petitioner proposes to operate a facility has received at least 30 days’ 
notice of the petitioner’s intent to operate a charter school pursuant to this 
section. 

(B)  The petition is signed by a number of teachers that is equivalent to 
at least one-half of the number of teachers that the charter school estimates 
will be employed at the school during its first year of operation and each of 
the school districts where the charter school petitioner proposes to operate 
a facility has received at least 30 days’ notice of the petitioner’s intent to 
operate a charter school pursuant to this section. 
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(2)  An existing public school shall not be converted to a charter school 
in accordance with this section. 

(3)  After receiving approval of its petition, a charter school that proposes 
to establish operations at additional sites within the geographic boundaries 
of the county board of education shall notify the school districts where those 
sites will be located. The charter school shall also request a material revision 
of its charter by the county board of education that approved its charter and 
the county board of education shall consider whether to approve those 
additional locations at an open, public meeting, held no sooner than 30 days 
following notification of the school districts where the sites will be located. 
If approved, the location of the approved sites shall be a material revision 
of the charter school’s approved charter. 

(4)  A petition shall include a prominent statement indicating that a 
signature on the petition means that the parent or guardian is meaningfully 
interested in having their child or ward attend the charter school, or in the 
case of a teacher’s signature, means that the teacher is meaningfully 
interested in teaching at the charter school. The proposed charter shall be 
attached to the petition. 

(b)  No later than 60 days after receiving a petition, in accordance with 
subdivision (a), the county board of education shall hold a public hearing 
on the provisions of the charter, at which time the county board of education 
shall consider the level of support for the petition by teachers, parents or 
guardians, and the school districts where the charter school petitioner 
proposes to place school facilities. Following review of the petition and the 
public hearing, the county board of education shall either grant or deny the 
charter within 90 days of receipt of the petition. However, this date may be 
extended by an additional 30 days if both parties agree to the extension. A 
petition is deemed received by the county board of education for purposes 
of commencing the timelines described in this subdivision when the 
petitioner submits a petition, in accordance with subparagraph (A) or (B) 
of paragraph (1) of subdivision (a), to the county office of education. The 
county board of education shall publish all staff recommendations, including 
the recommended findings, regarding the petition at least 15 days before 
the public hearing at which the county board of education will either grant 
or deny the charter. At the public hearing at which the county board of 
education will either grant or deny the charter, petitioners shall have 
equivalent time and procedures to present evidence and testimony to respond 
to the staff recommendations and findings. A county board of education 
may impose any additional requirements beyond those required by this 
section that it considers necessary for the sound operation of a countywide 
charter school. A county board of education may grant a charter for the 
operation of a charter school under this part only if it is satisfied that granting 
the charter is consistent with sound educational practice and that the charter 
school has reasonable justification for why it could not be established by 
petition to a school district pursuant to Section 47605. The county board of 
education shall deny a petition for the establishment of a charter school if 
it finds one or more of the following: 
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(1)  The charter school presents an unsound educational program for the 
pupils to be enrolled in the charter school. 

(2)  The petitioners are demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement 
the program set forth in the petition. 

(3)  The petition does not contain the number of signatures required by 
subdivision (a). 

(4)  The petition does not contain an affirmation of each of the conditions 
described in subdivision (e). 

(5)  The petition does not contain reasonably comprehensive descriptions 
of all of the following: 

(A)  (i)  The educational program of the charter school, designed, among 
other things, to identify those pupils whom the charter school is attempting 
to educate, what it means to be an “educated person” in the 21st century, 
and how learning best occurs. The goals identified in that program shall 
include the objective of enabling pupils to become self-motivated, competent, 
and lifelong learners. 

(ii)  The annual goals for the charter school for all pupils and for each 
subgroup of pupils identified pursuant to Section 52052, to be achieved in 
the state priorities, as described in subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that 
apply for the grade levels served by the charter school, and specific annual 
actions to achieve those goals. A charter petition may identify additional 
school priorities, the goals for the school priorities, and the specific annual 
actions to achieve those goals. 

(iii)  If the proposed charter school will enroll high school pupils, the 
manner in which the charter school will inform parents regarding the 
transferability of courses to other public high schools. Courses offered by 
the charter school that are accredited by the Western Association of Schools 
and Colleges may be considered to be transferable to other public high 
schools. 

(iv)  If the proposed charter school will enroll high school pupils, 
information as to the manner in which the charter school will inform parents 
as to whether each individual course offered by the charter school meets 
college entrance requirements. Courses approved by the University of 
California or the California State University as satisfying their prerequisites 
for admission may be considered as meeting college entrance requirements 
for purposes of this clause. 

(B)  The measurable pupil outcomes identified for use by the charter 
school. “Pupil outcomes,” for purposes of this part, means the extent to 
which all pupils of the charter school demonstrate that they have attained 
the skills, knowledge, and aptitudes specified as goals in the charter school’s 
educational program. Pupil outcomes shall include outcomes that address 
increases in pupil academic achievement both schoolwide and for all pupil 
subgroups served by the charter school, as that term is defined in subdivision 
(a) of Section 52052. The pupil outcomes shall align with the state priorities, 
as described in subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that apply for the grade 
levels served by the charter school. 
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(C)  The method by which pupil progress in meeting those pupil outcomes 
is to be measured. To the extent practicable, the method for measuring pupil 
outcomes for state priorities shall be consistent with the way information 
is reported on a school accountability report card. 

(D)  The location of each charter school facility that the petitioner proposes 
to operate. 

(E)  The governance structure of the charter school, including, but not 
limited to, the process to be followed by the charter school to ensure parental 
involvement. 

(F)  The qualifications to be met by individuals to be employed by the 
charter school. 

(G)  The procedures that the charter school will follow to ensure the health 
and safety of pupils and staff. These procedures shall require all of the 
following: 

(i)  That each employee of the charter school furnish the charter school 
with a criminal record summary as described in Section 44237. 

(ii)  The development of a school safety plan, which shall include the 
safety topics listed in subparagraphs (A) to (J), inclusive, of paragraph (2) 
of subdivision (a) of Section 32282. 

(iii)  That the school safety plan be reviewed and updated by March 1 of 
every year by the charter school. 

(H)  The means by which the charter school will achieve a balance of 
racial and ethnic pupils, special education pupils, and English learner pupils, 
including redesignated fluent English proficient pupils as defined by the 
evaluation rubrics in Section 52064.5, that is reflective of the general 
population residing within the territorial jurisdiction of the county board of 
education to which the charter petition is submitted. Upon renewal, for a 
charter school not deemed to be a local educational agency for purposes of 
special education pursuant to Section 47641, the chartering authority may 
consider the effect of school placements made by the chartering authority 
in providing a free and appropriate public education as required by the 
federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (Public Law 101-476), 
on the balance of pupils with disabilities at the charter school. 

(I)  The manner in which annual, independent financial audits shall be 
conducted, in accordance with regulations established by the state board, 
and the manner in which audit exceptions and deficiencies shall be resolved. 

(J)  The procedures by which pupils can be suspended or expelled from 
the charter school for disciplinary reasons or otherwise involuntarily removed 
from the charter school for any reason. These procedures, at a minimum, 
shall include an explanation of how the charter school will comply with 
federal and state constitutional procedural and substantive due process 
requirements that is consistent with all of the following: 

(i)  For suspensions of fewer than 10 days, provide oral or written notice 
of the charges against the pupil and, if the pupil denies the charges, an 
explanation of the evidence that supports the charges and an opportunity 
for the pupil to present the pupil’s side of the story. 

90 

Ch. 486 — 59 — 

  

CA State Board of Education Page 154 of 567

 

PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e171 



(ii)  For suspensions of 10 days or more and all other expulsions for 
disciplinary reasons, both of the following: 

(I)  Provide timely, written notice of the charges against the pupil and an 
explanation of the pupil’s basic rights. 

(II)  Provide a hearing adjudicated by a neutral officer within a reasonable 
number of days at which the pupil has a fair opportunity to present testimony, 
evidence, and witnesses and confront and cross-examine adverse witnesses, 
and at which the pupil has the right to bring legal counsel or an advocate. 

(iii)  Contain a clear statement that no pupil shall be involuntarily removed 
by the charter school for any reason unless the parent or guardian of the 
pupil has been provided written notice of intent to remove the pupil no less 
than five schooldays before the effective date of the action. The written 
notice shall be in the native language of the pupil or the pupil’s parent or 
guardian or, if the pupil is a foster child or youth or a homeless child or 
youth, the pupil’s educational rights holder, and shall inform the pupil, the 
pupil’s parent or guardian, or the pupil’s educational rights holder of the 
right to initiate the procedures specified in clause (ii) before the effective 
date of the action. If the pupil’s parent, guardian, or educational rights holder 
initiates the procedures specified in clause (ii), the pupil shall remain enrolled 
and shall not be removed until the charter school issues a final decision. For 
purposes of this clause, “involuntarily removed” includes disenrolled, 
dismissed, transferred, or terminated, but does not include suspensions 
specified in clauses (i) and (ii). 

(K)  The manner by which staff members of the charter school will be 
covered by the State Teachers’ Retirement System, the Public Employees’ 
Retirement System, or federal social security. 

(L)  The procedures to be followed by the charter school and the county 
board of education to resolve disputes relating to provisions of the charter. 

(M)  Admission policy and procedures, consistent with subdivision (e). 
(N)  The public school attendance alternatives for pupils residing within 

the county who choose not to attend the charter school. 
(O)  The rights of an employee of the county office of education, upon 

leaving the employment of the county office of education, to be employed 
by the charter school, and any rights of return to the county office of 
education that an employee may have upon leaving the employment of the 
charter school. 

(P)  The procedures to be used if the charter school closes. The procedures 
shall ensure a final audit of the charter school to determine the disposition 
of all assets and liabilities of the charter school, including plans for disposing 
of any net assets and for the maintenance and transfer of public records. 

(6)  A declaration of whether or not the charter school shall be deemed 
the exclusive public school employer of the employees of the charter school 
for purposes of the Educational Employment Relations Act (Chapter 10.7 
(commencing with Section 3540) of Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government 
Code). 

(7)  Any other basis that the county board of education finds justifies the 
denial of the petition. 
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(c)  A county board of education that approves a petition for the operation 
of a countywide charter may, as a condition of charter approval, enter into 
an agreement with a third party, at the expense of the charter school, to 
oversee, monitor, and report to the county board of education on the 
operations of the charter school. The county board of education may 
prescribe the aspects of the charter school’s operations to be monitored by 
the third party and may prescribe appropriate requirements regarding the 
reporting of information concerning the operations of the charter school to 
the county board of education. 

(d)  (1)  Charter schools shall meet all statewide standards and conduct 
the pupil assessments required pursuant to Section 60605 and any other 
statewide standards authorized in statute or pupil assessments applicable to 
pupils in noncharter public schools. 

(2)  Charter schools shall on a regular basis consult with their parents and 
teachers regarding the charter school’s educational programs. 

(e)  (1)  In addition to any other requirement imposed under this part, a 
charter school shall be nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, 
employment practices, and all other operations, shall not charge tuition, and 
shall not discriminate against any pupil on the basis of ethnicity, national 
origin, gender, gender identity, gender expression, or disability. Except as 
provided in paragraph (2), admission to a charter school shall not be 
determined according to the place of residence of the pupil, or of the pupil’s 
parent or guardian, within this state. 

(2)  (A)  A charter school shall admit all pupils who wish to attend the 
charter school. 

(B)  If the number of pupils who wish to attend the charter school exceeds 
the charter school’s capacity, attendance, except for existing pupils of the 
charter school, shall be determined by a public random drawing. Preference 
shall be extended to pupils currently attending the charter school and pupils 
who reside in the county except as provided for in Section 47614.5. 
Preferences, including, but not limited to, siblings of pupils admitted or 
attending the charter school and children of the charter school’s teachers, 
staff, and founders identified in the initial charter, may also be permitted 
by the chartering authority on an individual charter school basis. Priority 
order for any preference shall be determined in the charter petition in 
accordance with all of the following: 

(i)  Each type of preference shall be approved by the chartering authority 
at a public hearing. 

(ii)  Preferences shall be consistent with federal law, the California 
Constitution, and Section 200. 

(iii)  Preferences shall not result in limiting enrollment access for pupils 
with disabilities, academically low-achieving pupils, English learners, 
neglected or delinquent pupils, homeless pupils, or pupils who are 
economically disadvantaged, as determined by eligibility for any free or 
reduced-price meal program, foster youth, or pupils based on nationality, 
race, ethnicity, or sexual orientation. 
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(iv)  In accordance with Section 49011, preferences shall not require 
mandatory parental volunteer hours as a criterion for admission or continued 
enrollment. 

(C)  In the event of a drawing, the county board of education shall make 
reasonable efforts to accommodate the growth of the charter school and in 
no event shall take any action to impede the charter school from expanding 
enrollment to meet pupil demand. 

(3)  If a pupil is expelled or leaves the charter school without graduating 
or completing the school year for any reason, the charter school shall notify 
the superintendent of the school district of the pupil’s last known address 
within 30 days and shall, upon request, provide that school district with a 
copy of the cumulative record of the pupil, including report cards or a 
transcript of grades, and health information. If the pupil is subsequently 
expelled or leaves the school district without graduating or completing the 
school year for any reason, the school district shall provide this information 
to the charter school within 30 days if the charter school demonstrates that 
the pupil had been enrolled in the charter school. This paragraph applies 
only to pupils subject to compulsory full-time education pursuant to Section 
48200. 

(4)  (A)  A charter school shall not discourage a pupil from enrolling or 
seeking to enroll in the charter school for any reason, including, but not 
limited to, academic performance of the pupil or because the pupil exhibits 
any of the characteristics described in clause (iii) of subparagraph (B) of 
paragraph (2). 

(B)  A charter school shall not request a pupil’s records or require a parent, 
guardian, or pupil to submit the pupil’s records to the charter school before 
enrollment. 

(C)  A charter school shall not encourage a pupil currently attending the 
charter school to disenroll from the charter school or transfer to another 
school for any reason, including, but not limited to, academic performance 
of the pupil or because the pupil exhibits any of the characteristics described 
in clause (iii) of subparagraph (B) of paragraph (2). This subparagraph shall 
not apply to actions taken by a charter school pursuant to the procedures 
described in subparagraph (J) of paragraph (5) of subdivision (b). 

(D)  The department shall develop a notice of the requirements of this 
paragraph. This notice shall be posted on a charter school’s internet website. 
A charter school shall provide a parent or guardian, or a pupil if the pupil 
is 18 years of age or older, a copy of this notice at all of the following times: 

(i)  When a parent, guardian, or pupil inquires about enrollment. 
(ii)  Before conducting an enrollment lottery. 
(iii)  Before disenrollment of a pupil. 
(E)  (i)  A person who suspects that a charter school has violated this 

paragraph may file a complaint with the chartering authority. 
(ii)  The department shall develop a template to be used for filing 

complaints pursuant to clause (i). 
(5)  Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school in operation as of 

July 1, 2019, that operates in partnership with the California National Guard 
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may dismiss a pupil from the charter school for failing to maintain the 
minimum standards of conduct required by the Military Department. 

(f)  The county board of education shall not require an employee of the 
county or a school district to be employed in a charter school. 

(g)  The county board of education shall not require a pupil enrolled in a 
county program to attend a charter school. 

(h)  The county board of education shall require that the petitioner or 
petitioners provide information regarding the proposed operation and 
potential effects of the charter school, including, but not limited to, the 
facilities to be used by the charter school, the manner in which administrative 
services of the charter school are to be provided, and potential civil liability 
effects, if any, upon the charter school, any school district where the charter 
school may operate, and upon the county board of education. The petitioner 
or petitioners shall also be required to provide financial statements that 
include a proposed first-year operational budget, including startup costs, 
and cashflow and financial projections for the first three years of operation. 
If the charter school is to be operated by, or as, a nonprofit public benefit 
corporation, the petitioner shall provide the names and relevant qualifications 
of all persons whom the petitioner nominates to serve on the governing 
body of the charter school. 

(i)  In reviewing petitions for the establishment of charter schools within 
the county, the county board of education shall give preference to petitions 
that demonstrate the capability to provide comprehensive learning 
experiences to pupils identified by the petitioner or petitioners as 
academically low achieving pursuant to the standards established by the 
department under Section 54032, as that section read before July 19, 2006. 

(j)  Upon the approval of the petition by the county board of education, 
the petitioner or petitioners shall provide written notice of that approval, 
including a copy of the petition, to the school districts within the county, 
the Superintendent, and the state board. 

(k)  If a county board of education denies a petition, the petitioner shall 
not elect to submit the petition for the establishment of the charter school 
to the state board. 

(l)  (1)  Teachers in charter schools shall be required to hold the 
Commission on Teacher Credentialing certificate, permit, or other document 
required for the teacher’s certificated assignment. These documents shall 
be maintained on file at the charter school and shall be subject to periodic 
inspection by the chartering authority. A governing body of a direct-funded 
charter school may use local assignment options authorized in statute and 
regulations for the purpose of legally assigning certificated teachers, in 
accordance with all of the requirements of the applicable statutes or 
regulations in the same manner as a governing board of a school district. A 
charter school shall have authority to request an emergency permit or a 
waiver from the Commission on Teacher Credentialing for individuals in 
the same manner as a school district. 

(2)  The Commission on Teacher Credentialing shall include in the 
bulletins it issues pursuant to subdivision (k) of Section 44237 to provide 
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notification to local educational agencies of any adverse actions taken against 
the holders of any commission documents, notice of any adverse actions 
taken against teachers employed by charter schools. The Commission on 
Teacher Credentialing shall make this bulletin available to all chartering 
authorities and charter schools in the same manner in which it is made 
available to local educational agencies. 

(m)  A charter school shall transmit a copy of its annual, independent, 
financial audit report for the preceding fiscal year, as described in 
subparagraph (I) of paragraph (5) of subdivision (b), to the county office 
of education, the Controller, and the department by December 15 of each 
year. This subdivision does not apply if the audit of the charter school is 
encompassed in the audit of the chartering authority pursuant to Section 
41020. 

(n)  A charter school may encourage parental involvement but shall notify 
the parents and guardians of applicant pupils and currently enrolled pupils 
that parental involvement is not a requirement for acceptance to, or continued 
enrollment at, the charter school. 

(o)  The requirements of this section shall not be waived by the state board 
pursuant to Section 33050 or any other law. 

SEC. 5. Section 47605.8 of the Education Code is repealed. 
SEC. 6. Section 47605.9 is added to the Education Code, to read: 
47605.9. (a)  A petition to establish a charter school under this part may 

be submitted only to the governing board of the school district or county 
office of education within the boundaries of which the charter school 
proposes to locate. 

(b)  A charter school operating under a charter approved by the state board 
pursuant to Section 47605, as that section read on January 1, 2019, may 
continue to operate under the authority of that chartering authority only 
until the date on which the charter is up for renewal, at which point the 
charter school shall submit a petition for renewal to the governing board of 
the school district within the boundaries of which the charter school is 
located. If the governing board of the school district denies the renewal 
petition, the charter school may submit the petition for renewal directly to 
the state board, which shall review the petition in accordance with 
subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (k) of Section 47605. If 
the state board grants renewal pursuant to Section 47607, the state board 
shall designate, in consultation with the petitioner, either the governing 
board of the school district or the county board of education in which the 
charter school is located as the chartering authority. Subsequent renewals 
shall be subject to the same requirements as other charter schools authorized 
by the designated chartering authority, including review by the state board 
in accordance with Section 47607 and paragraph (2) of subdivision (k) of 
Section 47605. 

(c)  A charter school operating under a charter approved by the state board 
pursuant to Section 47605.8, as that section read on January 1, 2019, may 
continue to operate under the authority of that chartering authority only 
until the date on which the charter is up for renewal. The charter school 
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shall submit a petition for renewal to the state board. If the state board grants 
renewal pursuant to Section 47607, the state board shall designate, in 
consultation with the petitioner, the governing board of the school district 
or county board of education in which the charter school is located as the 
chartering authority. A charter school assigned to a county board of education 
under this subdivision shall qualify as a charter school pursuant to Section 
47605.6. Subsequent renewals shall be subject to the same requirements as 
other charter schools authorized by the same chartering authorities, including 
review by the state board in accordance with Section 47607 and paragraph 
(2) of subdivision (k) of Section 47605. 

(d)  A charter school designated to a new chartering authority pursuant 
to this section shall be regarded by the department as a continuing charter 
school for all purposes. 

(e)  The requirements of this section shall not be waived by the state board 
pursuant to Section 33050 or any other law. 

SEC. 7. Section 47607 of the Education Code is amended to read: 
47607. (a)  (1)  A charter may be granted pursuant to Sections 47605, 

47605.5, 47605.6, and 47606 for a period not to exceed five years. 
(2)  A chartering authority may grant one or more subsequent renewals 

pursuant to subdivisions (b) and (c) and Section 47607.2. Notwithstanding 
subdivisions (b) and (c) and Section 47607.2, a chartering authority may 
deny renewal pursuant to subdivision (e). 

(3)  A charter school that, concurrently with its renewal, proposes to 
expand operations to one or more additional sites or grade levels shall request 
a material revision to its charter. A material revision of the provisions of a 
charter petition may be made only with the approval of the chartering 
authority. A material revision of a charter is governed by the standards and 
criteria described in Section 47605. 

(4)  The findings of paragraphs (7) and (8) of subdivision (c) of Section 
47605 shall not be used to deny a renewal of an existing charter school, but 
may be used to deny a proposed expansion constituting a material revision. 

(5)  The chartering authority may inspect or observe any part of the charter 
school at any time. 

(b)  Renewals and material revisions of charters are governed by the 
standards and criteria described in Section 47605, and shall include, but not 
be limited to, a reasonably comprehensive description of any new 
requirement of charter schools enacted into law after the charter was 
originally granted or last renewed. 

(c)  (1)  As an additional criterion for determining whether to grant a 
charter renewal, the chartering authority shall consider the performance of 
the charter school on the state and local indicators included in the evaluation 
rubrics adopted pursuant to Section 52064.5. 

(2)  (A)  The chartering authority shall not deny renewal for a charter 
school pursuant to this subdivision if either of the following apply for two 
consecutive years immediately preceding the renewal decision: 

(i)  The charter school has received the two highest performance levels 
schoolwide on all the state indicators included in the evaluation rubrics 
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adopted pursuant to Section 52064.5 for which it receives performance 
levels. 

(ii)  For all measurements of academic performance, the charter school 
has received performance levels schoolwide that are the same or higher than 
the state average and, for a majority of subgroups performing statewide 
below the state average in each respective year, received performance levels 
that are higher than the state average. 

(iii)  Notwithstanding clauses (i) and (ii), a charter school eligible for 
technical assistance pursuant to Section 47607.3 shall not qualify for renewal 
under this paragraph. 

(iv)  A charter school that meets the criteria established by this paragraph 
and subdivision (a) of Section 47607.2 shall not qualify for treatment under 
this paragraph. 

(B)  The chartering authority that granted the charter may renew a charter 
pursuant to this paragraph for a period of between five and seven years. 

(C)  A charter that satisfies the criteria in subparagraph (A) shall only be 
required to update the petition to include a reasonably comprehensive 
description of any new requirement of charter schools enacted into law after 
the charter was originally granted or last renewed and as necessary to reflect 
the current program offered by the charter. 

(3)  For purposes of this section and Section 47607.2, “measurements of 
academic performance” means indicators included in the evaluation rubrics 
adopted pursuant to Section 52064.5 that are based on statewide assessments 
in the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress system, 
or any successor system, the English Language Proficiency Assessments 
for California, or any successor system, and the college and career readiness 
indicator. 

(4)  For purposes of this section and Section 47607.2, “subgroup” means 
numerically significant pupil subgroups as defined in paragraph (1) of 
subdivision (a) of Section 52052. 

(5)  To qualify for renewal under clause (i) of subparagraph (A) of 
paragraph (2), subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) of 
Section 47607.2, or paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 47607.2, 
the charter school shall have schoolwide performance levels on at least two 
measurements of academic performance per year in each of the two 
consecutive years immediately preceding the renewal decision. To qualify 
for renewal under clause (ii) of subparagraph (A) of paragraph (2), 
subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) of Section 47607.2, 
or paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 47607.2, the charter school 
shall have performance levels on at least two measurements of academic 
performance for at least two subgroups. A charter school without sufficient 
performance levels to meet these criteria shall be considered under 
subdivision (b) of Section 47607.2. 

(6)  For purposes of this section and Section 47607.2, if the dashboard 
indicators are not yet available for the most recently completed academic 
year before renewal, the chartering authority shall consider verifiable data 
provided by the charter school related to the dashboard indicators, such as 
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data from the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress, 
or any successor system, for the most recent academic year. 

(7)  Paragraph (2) and subdivisions (a) and (b) of Section 47607.2 shall 
not apply to a charter school that is eligible for alternate methods for 
calculating the state and local indicators pursuant to subdivision (d) of 
Section 52064.5. In determining whether to grant a charter renewal for such 
a charter school, the chartering authority shall consider, in addition to the 
charter school’s performance on the state and local indicators included in 
the evaluation rubrics adopted pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 52064.5, 
the charter school’s performance on alternative metrics applicable to the 
charter school based on the pupil population served. The chartering authority 
shall meet with the charter school during the first year of the charter school’s 
term to mutually agree to discuss alternative metrics to be considered 
pursuant to this paragraph and shall notify the charter school of the 
alternative metrics to be used within 30 days of this meeting. The chartering 
authority may deny a charter renewal pursuant to this paragraph only upon 
making written findings, setting forth specific facts to support the findings, 
that the closure of the charter school is in the best interest of pupils. 

(d)  (1)  At the conclusion of the year immediately preceding the final 
year of the charter school’s term, the charter school authorizer may request, 
and the department shall provide, the following aggregate data reflecting 
pupil enrollment patterns at the charter school: 

(A)  The cumulative enrollment for each school year of the charter 
school’s term. For purposes of this chapter, cumulative enrollment is defined 
as the total number of pupils, disaggregated by race, ethnicity, and pupil 
subgroups, who enrolled in school at any time during the school year. 

(B)  For each school year of the charter school’s term, the percentage of 
pupils enrolled at any point between the beginning of the school year and 
census day who were not enrolled at the conclusion of that year, and the 
average results on the statewide assessments in the California Assessment 
of Student Performance and Progress system, or any successor system, for 
any such pupils who were enrolled in the charter school the prior school 
year. 

(C)  For each school year of the charter school’s term, the percentage of 
pupils enrolled the prior school year who were not enrolled as of census 
day for the school year, except for pupils who completed the grade that is 
the highest grade served by the charter school, and the average results on 
the statewide assessments in the California Assessment of Student 
Performance and Progress system, or any successor system, for any such 
pupils. 

(2)  When determining whether to grant a charter renewal, the chartering 
authority shall review data provided pursuant to paragraph (1), any data that 
may be provided to chartering authorities by the department, and any 
substantiated complaints that the charter school has not complied with 
subparagraph (J) of paragraph (5) of subdivision (c) of Section 47605 or 
with subparagraph (J) of paragraph (5) of subdivision (b) of Section 47605.6. 
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(3)  As part of its determination of whether to grant a charter renewal 
based on the criterion established pursuant to subdivision (c) and 
subdivisions (a) and (b) of Section 47607.2, the chartering authority may 
make a finding that the charter school is not serving all pupils who wish to 
attend and, upon making such a finding, specifically identify the evidence 
supporting the finding. 

(e)  Notwithstanding subdivision (c) and subdivisions (a) and (b) of 
Section 47607.2, the chartering authority may deny renewal of a charter 
school upon a finding that the school is demonstrably unlikely to successfully 
implement the program set forth in the petition due to substantial fiscal or 
governance factors, or is not serving all pupils who wish to attend, as 
documented pursuant to subdivision (d). The chartering authority may deny 
renewal of a charter school under this subdivision only after it has provided 
at least 30 days’ notice to the charter school of the alleged violation and 
provided the charter school with a reasonable opportunity to cure the 
violation, including a corrective action plan proposed by the charter school. 
The chartering authority may deny renewal only by making either of the 
following findings: 

(1)  The corrective action proposed by the charter school has been 
unsuccessful. 

(2)  The violations are sufficiently severe and pervasive as to render a 
corrective action plan unviable. 

(f)  A charter may be revoked by the chartering authority if the chartering 
authority finds, through a showing of substantial evidence, that the charter 
school did any of the following: 

(1)  Committed a material violation of any of the conditions, standards, 
or procedures set forth in the charter. 

(2)  Failed to meet or pursue any of the pupil outcomes identified in the 
charter. 

(3)  Failed to meet generally accepted accounting principles, or engaged 
in fiscal mismanagement. 

(4)  Violated any law. 
(g)  Before revocation, the chartering authority shall notify the charter 

school of any violation of this section and give the school a reasonable 
opportunity to remedy the violation, unless the chartering authority 
determines, in writing, that the violation constitutes a severe and imminent 
threat to the health or safety of the pupils. 

(h)  Before revoking a charter for failure to remedy a violation pursuant 
to subdivision (f), and after expiration of the school’s reasonable opportunity 
to remedy without successfully remedying the violation, the chartering 
authority shall provide a written notice of intent to revoke and notice of 
facts in support of revocation to the charter school. No later than 30 days 
after providing the notice of intent to revoke a charter, the chartering 
authority shall hold a public hearing, in the normal course of business, on 
the issue of whether evidence exists to revoke the charter. No later than 30 
days after the public hearing, the chartering authority shall issue a final 
decision to revoke or decline to revoke the charter, unless the chartering 
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authority and the charter school agree to extend the issuance of the decision 
by an additional 30 days. The chartering authority shall not revoke a charter, 
unless it makes written factual findings supported by substantial evidence, 
specific to the charter school, that support its findings. 

(i)  (1)  If a school district is the chartering authority and it revokes a 
charter pursuant to this section, the charter school may appeal the revocation 
to the county board of education within 30 days following the final decision 
of the chartering authority. 

(2)  The county board of education may reverse the revocation decision 
if the county board of education determines that the findings made by the 
chartering authority under subdivision (h) are not supported by substantial 
evidence. The school district may appeal the reversal to the state board. 

(3)  If the county board of education does not issue a decision on the 
appeal within 90 days of receipt, or the county board of education upholds 
the revocation, the charter school may appeal the revocation to the state 
board. 

(4)  The state board may reverse the revocation decision if the state board 
determines that the findings made by the chartering authority under 
subdivision (h) are not supported by substantial evidence. The state board 
may uphold the revocation decision of the school district if the state board 
determines that the findings made by the chartering authority under 
subdivision (h) are supported by substantial evidence. 

(j)  (1)  If a county board of education is the chartering authority and the 
county board of education revokes a charter pursuant to this section, the 
charter school may appeal the revocation to the state board within 30 days 
following the decision of the chartering authority. 

(2)  The state board may reverse the revocation decision if the state board 
determines that the findings made by the chartering authority under 
subdivision (h) are not supported by substantial evidence. 

(k)  If the revocation decision of the chartering authority is reversed on 
appeal, the agency that granted the charter shall continue to be regarded as 
the chartering authority. 

(l)  During the pendency of an appeal filed under this section, a charter 
school whose revocation proceedings are based on paragraph (1) or (2) of 
subdivision (f) shall continue to qualify as a charter school for funding and 
for all other purposes of this part, and may continue to hold all existing 
grants, resources, and facilities, in order to ensure that the education of 
pupils enrolled in the school is not disrupted. 

(m)  Immediately following the decision of a county board of education 
to reverse a decision of a school district to revoke a charter, all of the 
following shall apply: 

(1)  The charter school shall qualify as a charter school for funding and 
for all other purposes of this part. 

(2)  The charter school may continue to hold all existing grants, resources, 
and facilities. 

(3)  Any funding, grants, resources, and facilities that had been withheld 
from the charter school, or that the charter school had otherwise been 
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deprived of use, as a result of the revocation of the charter, shall be 
immediately reinstated or returned. 

(n)  A final decision of a revocation or appeal of a revocation pursuant 
to subdivision (f) shall be reported to the chartering authority, the county 
board of education, and the department. 

(o)  The requirements of this section shall not be waived by the state board 
pursuant to Section 33050 or any other law. 

SEC. 8. Section 47607.2 is added to the Education Code, to read: 
47607.2. (a)  (1)  The chartering authority shall not renew a charter if 

either of the following apply for two consecutive years immediately 
preceding the renewal decision: 

(A)  The charter school has received the two lowest performance levels 
schoolwide on all the state indicators included in the evaluation rubrics 
adopted pursuant to Section 52064.5 for which it receives performance 
levels. 

(B)  For all measurements of academic performance, the charter school 
has received performance levels schoolwide that are the same or lower than 
the state average and, for a majority of subgroups performing statewide 
below the state average in each respective year, received performance levels 
that are lower than the state average. 

(2)  A charter school that meets the criteria established by this subdivision 
and paragraph (2) of subdivision (c) of Section 47607 shall only qualify for 
treatment under this subdivision. 

(3)  The chartering authority shall consider the following factors, and 
may renew a charter that meets the criteria in paragraph (1) only upon 
making both of the following written factual findings, specific to the 
particular petition, setting forth specific facts to support the findings: 

(A)  The charter school is taking meaningful steps to address the 
underlying cause or causes of low performance, and those steps are reflected, 
or will be reflected, in a written plan adopted by the governing body of the 
charter school. 

(B)  There is clear and convincing evidence showing either of the 
following: 

(i)  The school achieved measurable increases in academic achievement, 
as defined by at least one year’s progress for each year in school. 

(ii)  Strong postsecondary outcomes, as defined by college enrollment, 
persistence, and completion rates equal to similar peers. 

(C)  Clauses (i) and (ii) of subparagraph (B) shall be demonstrated by 
verified data, as defined in subdivision (c). 

(4)  Verified data, as defined in subdivision (c), shall be considered by 
the chartering authority until June 30, 2025, for a charter school pursuant 
to this subdivision, operating on or before June 30, 2020, only for the charter 
school’s next two subsequent renewals. 

(5)  For a charter renewed pursuant to this subdivision, the chartering 
authority may grant a renewal for a period of two years. 

(b)  (1)  For all charter schools for which paragraph (2) of subdivision 
(c) of Section 47607 and subdivision (a) of this section do not apply, the 
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chartering authority shall consider the schoolwide performance and 
performance of all subgroups of pupils served by the charter school on the 
state indicators included in the evaluation rubrics adopted pursuant to Section 
52064.5 and the performance of the charter school on the local indicators 
included in the evaluation rubrics adopted pursuant to Section 52064.5. 

(2)  The chartering authority shall provide greater weight to performance 
on measurements of academic performance in determining whether to grant 
a charter renewal. 

(3)  In addition to the state and local indicators, the chartering authority 
shall consider clear and convincing evidence showing either of the following: 

(A)  The school achieved measurable increases in academic achievement, 
as defined by at least one year’s progress for each year in school. 

(B)  Strong postsecondary outcomes, as defined by college enrollment, 
persistence, and completion rates equal to similar peers. 

(4)  Subparagraphs (A) and (B) of paragraph (3) shall be demonstrated 
by verified data, as defined in subdivision (c). 

(5)  Verified data, as defined in subdivision (c), shall be considered by 
the chartering authority for the next two subsequent renewals until January 
1, 2026, for a charter school pursuant to this paragraph. 

(6)  The chartering authority may deny a charter renewal pursuant to this 
subdivision only upon making written findings, setting forth specific facts 
to support the findings, that the charter school has failed to meet or make 
sufficient progress toward meeting standards that provide a benefit to the 
pupils of the school, that closure of the charter school is in the best interest 
of pupils and, if applicable pursuant to paragraphs (2) and (3), that its 
decision provided greater weight to performance on measurements of 
academic performance. 

(7)  For a charter renewed pursuant to this subdivision, the chartering 
authority shall grant a renewal for a period of five years. 

(c)  (1)  For purposes of this section, “verified data” means data derived 
from nationally recognized, valid, peer-reviewed, and reliable sources that 
are externally produced. Verified data shall include measures of 
postsecondary outcomes. 

(2)  By January 1, 2021, the state board shall establish criteria to define 
verified data and identify an approved list of valid and reliable assessments 
that shall be used for this purpose. 

(3)  No data sources other than those adopted by the state board pursuant 
to paragraph (2) shall be used as verified data. 

(4)  Notwithstanding paragraph (3), a charter school under consideration 
for renewal before the state board’s adoption pursuant to paragraph (2) may 
present data consistent with this subdivision. 

(5)  Adoption of the criteria pursuant to this subdivision shall not be 
subject to the requirements of the Administrative Procedure Act (Chapter 
3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of 
the Government Code). 

(6)  The state board may adopt and make necessary revisions to the criteria 
in accordance with the requirements of the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting 
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Act (Article 9 (commencing with Section 11120) of Chapter 1 of Part 1 of 
Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code). 

(7)  Upon adoption of a pupil-level academic growth measure for English 
language arts and mathematics, the state board may reconsider criteria 
adopted pursuant to this subdivision. 

(d)  This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2026, and as 
of that date is repealed. 

SEC. 9. Section 47607.2 is added to the Education Code, to read: 
47607.2. (a)  (1)  The chartering authority shall not renew a charter if 

either of the following apply for two consecutive years immediately 
preceding the renewal decision: 

(A)  The charter school has received the two lowest performance levels 
schoolwide on all the state indicators included in the evaluation rubrics 
adopted pursuant to Section 52064.5 for which it receives performance 
levels. 

(B)  For all measurements of academic performance, the charter school 
has received performance levels schoolwide that are the same or lower than 
the state average and, for a majority of subgroups performing statewide 
below the state average in each respective year, received performance levels 
that are lower than the state average. 

(2)  A charter school that meets the criteria established by this subdivision 
and paragraph (2) of subdivision (c) of Section 47607 shall only qualify for 
treatment under this subdivision. 

(3)  The chartering authority shall consider the following factors, and 
may renew a charter that meets the criteria in paragraph (1) only upon 
making a written factual finding, specific to the particular petition, setting 
forth specific facts to support the finding that the charter school is taking 
meaningful steps to address the underlying cause or causes of low 
performance, and those steps are reflected, or will be reflected, in a written 
plan adopted by the governing body of the charter school. 

(4)  For a charter renewed pursuant to this subdivision, the chartering 
authority may grant a renewal for a period of two years. 

(b)  (1)  For all charter schools for which paragraph (2) of subdivision 
(c) of Section 47607 and subdivision (a) of this section do not apply, the 
chartering authority shall consider the schoolwide performance and 
performance of all subgroups of pupils served by the charter school on the 
state indicators included in the evaluation rubrics adopted pursuant to Section 
52064.5 and the performance of the charter school on the local indicators 
included in the evaluation rubrics adopted pursuant to Section 52064.5. 

(2)  The chartering authority shall provide greater weight to performance 
on measurements of academic performance in determining whether to grant 
a charter renewal. 

(3)  The chartering authority may deny a charter renewal pursuant to this 
subdivision only upon making written findings, setting forth specific facts 
to support the findings, that the charter school has failed to meet or make 
sufficient progress toward meeting standards that provide a benefit to the 
pupils of the school, that closure of the charter school is in the best interest 
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of pupils and, if applicable pursuant to paragraph (2), that its decision 
provided greater weight to performance on measurements of academic 
performance. 

(4)  For a charter renewed pursuant to this subdivision, the chartering 
authority shall grant a renewal for a period of five years. 

(c)  This section shall become operative on January 1, 2026. 
SEC. 10. Section 47607.3 of the Education Code is amended to read: 
47607.3. (a)  Using an evaluation rubric adopted by the state board 

pursuant to Section 52064.5, and beginning with the 2020–21 school year, 
for any charter school for which one or more pupil subgroups identified 
pursuant to Section 52052 meet the criteria established pursuant to 
subdivision (g) of Section 52064.5 in two or more years, the county 
superintendent of schools in which the charter school is located shall provide 
technical assistance focused on building the charter school’s capacity to 
develop and implement actions and services responsive to pupil and 
community needs, including, but not limited to, any of the following: 

(1)  Assisting the charter school to identify its strengths and weaknesses 
in regard to the state priorities applicable to the charter school pursuant to 
subdivision (c) of Section 47605. This shall include working collaboratively 
with the charter school to review performance data on the state and local 
indicators included in the California School Dashboard authorized by 
subdivision (f) of Section 52064.5 and other relevant local data, and to 
identify effective, evidence-based programs or practices that address any 
areas of weakness. 

(2)  Working collaboratively with the charter school to secure assistance 
from an academic, programmatic, or fiscal expert or team of experts to 
identify and implement effective programs and practices that are designed 
to improve performance in any areas of weakness identified by the charter 
school. The county superintendent of schools in which the charter school 
is located, in consultation with the charter school, may solicit another service 
provider, which may include, but is not limited to, a school district, county 
office of education, or charter school, to act as a partner to the charter school 
in need of technical assistance. 

(3)  Obtaining from the charter school timely documentation demonstrating 
that it has completed the activities described in paragraphs (1) and (2), or 
substantially similar activities, or has selected another service provider to 
work with the charter school to complete the activities described in 
paragraphs (1) and (2), or substantially similar activities, and ongoing 
communication with the chartering authority to assess the charter school’s 
progress in improving pupil outcomes. 

(b)  For purposes of this section, the geographical lead agency, as 
identified pursuant to Section 52073, or its designee, as identified in 
subdivision (d) of Section 52071, shall serve in the role of the county 
superintendent of schools for a charter school authorized by the county 
board of education. 

(c)  If the charter school meets the criteria set for school districts under 
paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of Section 52072, the county superintendent 
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of schools in the county which the charter school is located may request 
assistance from the California Collaborative for Educational Excellence. 
The California Collaborative for Educational Excellence may, after 
consulting with the Superintendent, and with the approval of the state board, 
provide advice and assistance to the charter school pursuant to Section 
52074. 

(d)  A chartering authority shall consider for revocation any charter school 
to which the California Collaborative for Educational Excellence has 
provided advice and assistance pursuant to subdivision (c) and about which 
it has made either of the following findings, which shall be submitted to the 
chartering authority: 

(1)  That the charter school has failed, or is unable, to implement the 
recommendations of the California Collaborative for Educational Excellence. 

(2)  That the inadequate performance of the charter school, based upon 
an evaluation rubric adopted pursuant to Section 52064.5, is either so 
persistent or so acute as to require revocation of the charter. 

(e)  The chartering authority shall consider increases in pupil academic 
achievement for all pupil subgroups served by the charter school in 
determining whether to revoke the charter. 

(f)  A chartering authority shall comply with the hearing process described 
in subdivisions (g) and (h) of Section 47607 in revoking a charter. A charter 
school may not appeal a revocation of a charter made pursuant to this section. 

(g)  If the governing body of a charter school requests technical assistance, 
the chartering authority shall provide technical assistance consistent with 
paragraph (1) or (2) of subdivision (a). If a charter school has not been 
identified for technical assistance pursuant to subdivision (a), the chartering 
authority may assess the charter school a fee not to exceed the cost of the 
service. 

(h)  A charter school shall accept the technical assistance provided 
pursuant to subdivision (a). For purposes of accepting technical assistance, 
a charter school may satisfy this requirement by providing the timely 
documentation to the county superintendent of schools of the county in 
which the charter school is located, and maintaining regular communication 
with the chartering authority. 

(i)  For a charter school that is eligible for alternate methods for calculating 
the state and local indicators pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 52064.5, 
technical assistance provided pursuant to subdivision (a) shall take into 
account the charter school’s performance on alternative metrics applicable 
to the charter school based on the pupil population served. 

(j)  This section shall not preclude a charter school from soliciting 
technical assistance from other entities at its own expense. 

(k)  For a charter school operating before July 1, 2020, subdivision (a) 
as it read on January 1, 2019, shall apply until June 30, 2022. 

(l)  The requirements of this section shall not be waived by the state board 
pursuant to Section 33050 or any other law. 

SEC. 11. Section 47607.5 of the Education Code is amended to read: 
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47607.5. (a)  If either a school district governing board or a county board 
of education, as a chartering authority, does not grant a renewal to a charter 
school pursuant to Section 47607, the charter school may appeal the decision 
pursuant to the procedures pertaining to a denial of a petition for 
establishment of a charter school, as provided in subdivision (k) of Section 
47605 for review in accordance with Section 47607. 

(b)  The requirements of this section shall not be waived by the state board 
pursuant to Section 33050 or any other law. 

SEC. 12. Section 47607.8 is added to the Education Code, to read: 
47607.8. The department, in consultation with the state board, shall 

collect data to track implementation of the changes in law made pursuant 
to the enactment of the act that adds this section. 

SEC. 13. Section 47612.7 is added to the Education Code, to read: 
47612.7. (a)  Notwithstanding any other law and except as provided in 

subdivision (b), from January 1, 2020, to January 1, 2022, inclusive, the 
approval of a petition for the establishment of a new charter school, as 
defined in paragraph (2) of subdivision (e) of Section 47612.5, is prohibited. 

(b)  Subdivision (a) shall not apply to a nonclassroom-based charter school 
that was granted approval of its petition and providing educational services 
to pupils before October 1, 2019, under either of the following circumstances: 

(1)  If Assembly Bill 1507 of the 2019–20 Regular Session amends Section 
47605.1 and becomes operative on January 1, 2020, and the charter school 
is required to submit a petition to the governing board of a school district 
or county board of education in an adjacent county in which its existing 
resource center is located in order to comply with Section 47605.1, as 
amended by Assembly Bill 1507 of the 2019–20 Regular Session, or to 
retain current program offerings or enrollment. 

(2)  If a charter school is required to submit a petition to a school district 
or county board of education in which a resource center is located in order 
to comply with the court decision in Anderson Union High School District 
v. Shasta Secondary Home School (2016) 4 Cal.App.5th 262, or other 
relevant court ruling, and the petition is necessary to retain current program 
offerings or enrollment. 

(3)  A charter school authorized by a different chartering authority 
pursuant to paragraphs (1) and (2) shall be regarded by the department as 
a continuing charter school for all purposes. 

(c)  Notwithstanding Section 33050 or any other law, the state board shall 
not waive the restrictions described in this section. 

(d)  This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2023, and as 
of that date is repealed. 

SEC. 14. Section 47632 of the Education Code is amended to read: 
47632. For purposes of this chapter, the following terms shall be defined 

as follows: 
(a)  “General-purpose entitlement” means an amount computed by the 

local control funding formula pursuant to Section 42238.02, as implemented 
by Section 42238.03. 
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(b)  “Economic impact aid-eligible pupils” means those pupils that are 
included in the economic impact aid-eligible pupil count pursuant to Section 
54023. For purposes of applying Section 54023 to charter schools, 
“economically disadvantaged pupils” means the pupils described in 
paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 54026. 

(c)  “General-purpose funding” means those funds that consist of state 
aid, local property taxes, and other revenues applied toward a school district’s 
local control funding formula, pursuant to Section 42238.02, as implemented 
by Section 42238.03. 

(d)  “Categorical aid” means aid that consists of state or federally funded 
programs, or both, that are apportioned for specific purposes set forth in 
statute or regulation. 

(e)  “Educationally disadvantaged pupils” means those pupils who meet 
federal eligibility criteria for free and reduced-price meals as specified in 
Section 49531, as that section read on January 1, 2013, except in regard to 
meals in family day care homes. 

(f)  “Operational funding” means all funding except funding for capital 
outlay. 

(g)  “School district of a similar type” means a school district that is 
serving similar grade levels. 

(h)  “Similar pupil population” means similar numbers of pupils by grade 
level, with a similar proportion of educationally disadvantaged pupils. 

(i)  “Sponsoring local educational agency” means the following: 
(1)  If a charter school is granted by a school district, the sponsoring local 

educational agency is the school district. 
(2)  If a charter is granted by a county office of education after having 

been previously denied by a school district, the sponsoring local educational 
agency means the school district that initially denied the charter petition. 

(3)  If a charter is granted by the state board after having been previously 
denied by a local educational agency, the sponsoring local educational 
agency means the pupils’ school district of residence if the school district 
is a basic aid school district. For purposes of this paragraph, “basic aid 
school district” means a school district that did not receive an apportionment 
of state funds in the prior fiscal year as described in subdivision (o) of 
Section 42238.02. The requirements of this paragraph shall not be waived 
by the state board pursuant to Section 33050 or any other law. 

(4)  For pupils attending county-sponsored charter schools pursuant to 
Section 47605.5 who do not meet the criteria identified in subdivision (b) 
of Section 47631, the sponsoring local educational agency means the pupils’ 
school district of residence. 

(5)  For pupils attending countywide charter schools pursuant to Section 
47605.6 who reside in a basic aid school district, the sponsoring local 
educational agency means the pupils’ school district of residence. For 
purposes of this paragraph, “basic aid school district” means a school district 
that did not receive an apportionment of state funds as described in 
subdivision (o) of Section 42238.02 in the prior fiscal year. 
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SEC. 15. (a)  Section 2.1 of this bill incorporates amendments to Section 
47605 of the Education Code proposed by both this bill and Assembly Bill 
1507. That section of this bill shall only become operative if (1) both bills 
are enacted and become effective on or before January 1, 2020, (2) each 
bill amends Section 47605 of the Education Code, (3) Assembly Bill 1595 
is not enacted or as enacted does not amend that section, and (4) this bill is 
enacted after Assembly Bill 1507, in which case Section 47605 of the 
Education Code, as amended by Assembly Bill 1507, shall remain operative 
only until July 1, 2020, at which time Section 2.1 of this bill shall become 
operative, and Sections 2, 2.2, and 2.3 of this bill shall not become operative. 

(b)  Section 2.2 of this bill incorporates amendments to Section 47605 of 
the Education Code proposed by both this bill and Assembly Bill 1595. 
That section of this bill shall only become operative if (1) both bills are 
enacted and become effective on or before January 1, 2020, (2) each bill 
amends Section 47605 of the Education Code, (3) Assembly Bill 1507 is 
not enacted or as enacted does not amend that section, and (4) this bill is 
enacted after Assembly Bill 1595, in which case Section 47605 of the 
Education Code, as amended by Assembly Bill 1595, shall remain operative 
only until July 1, 2020, at which time Section 2.2 of this bill shall become 
operative, in which case Sections 2, 2.1, and 2.3 of this bill shall not become 
operative. 

(c)  Section 2.3 of this bill incorporates amendments to Section 47605 of 
the Education Code proposed by this bill, Assembly Bill 1507, and Assembly 
Bill 1595. That section of this bill shall only become operative if (1) all 
three bills are enacted and become effective on or before January 1, 2020, 
(2) all three bills amend Section 47605 of the Education Code, and (3) this 
bill is enacted after Assembly Bill 1507 and Assembly Bill 1595, in which 
case Section 47605 of the Education Code, as amended by Assembly Bill 
1507 or Assembly Bill 1595, whichever is enacted last, shall remain 
operative only until July 1, 2020, at which time Section 2.3 of this bill shall 
become operative, in which case Sections 2, 2.1, and 2.2 of this bill shall 
not become operative. 

SEC. 16. Section 4.5 of this bill incorporates amendments to Section 
47605.6 of the Education Code proposed by this bill and Assembly Bill 
1595. That section of this bill shall only become operative if (1) both bills 
are enacted and become effective on or before January 1, 2020, (2) each 
bill amends Section 47605.6 of the Education Code, and (3) this bill is 
enacted after Assembly Bill 1595, in which case Section 47605.6 of the 
Education Code, as amended by Assembly Bill 1595, shall remain operative 
only until July 1, 2020, at which time Section 4.5 of this bill shall become 
operative, and Section 4 of this bill shall not become operative. 

SEC. 17. If the Commission on State Mandates determines that this act 
contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement to local agencies and 
school districts for those costs shall be made pursuant to Part 7 (commencing 
with Section 17500) of Division 4 of Title 2 of the Government Code. 
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SEC. 18. Sections 1 to 12, inclusive, and Section 14 of this act shall 
become operative on July 1, 2020. 

O 
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Assembly Bill No. 1507 

CHAPTER 487 

An act to amend Sections 47605, 47605.1, and 60640 of the Education 
Code, relating to charter schools. 

[Approved by Governor October 3, 2019. Filed with Secretary 
of State October 3, 2019.] 

legislative counsel’s digest 

AB 1507, Smith. Charter schools: location: resource center. 
(1)  Existing law authorizes a charter school that is unable to locate within 

the jurisdiction or geographic boundaries of the chartering school district 
to establish one site outside the boundaries of the school district, but within 
the county in which that school district is located, if the school district where 
the charter school proposes to operate is notified in advance of the charter 
petition approval, the county superintendent of schools is notified of the 
location of the charter school before it commences operations, and either 
the charter school has attempted to locate a single site or facility to house 
the entire program, but a site or facility is unavailable in the area in which 
the school chooses to locate, or the site is needed for temporary use during 
a construction or expansion project. 

This bill would delete the authority of a charter school to locate outside 
the jurisdiction or geographic boundaries of the chartering school district 
because the charter school has attempted to locate a single site or facility 
to house the entire program, but a site or facility is unavailable in the area 
in which the charter school chooses to locate, or the site is needed for 
temporary use during a construction or expansion project. The bill would 
authorize a charter school that established one site outside the boundaries 
of the school district, but within the county in which that school district is 
located before January 1, 2020, to continue to operate that site until the 
charter school submits a request for the renewal of its charter petition, and 
would authorize a charter school to continue operating that site if the charter 
school either, before submitting the request for the renewal of the charter 
petition, first obtains written approval from the school district where the 
site is operating, or submits a request for the renewal of the charter petition, 
as specified, to the school district in which the charter school is located. 
The bill would authorize a charter school to relocate for not more than 5 
years a site located within an area subject to a Presidential declaration of a 
major disaster or emergency, issued in accordance with federal law, to an 
area outside the area subject to the Presidential declaration, as specified. 
The bill would require a charter school to be allowed to return to its original 
campus location in perpetuity if that charter school was relocated from 
December 31, 2016, through December 31, 2019, due to a Presidential 
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declaration of a major disaster or emergency in accordance with federal 
law. The bill would exempt from the above-described charter school location 
provisions a charter school located on a federally recognized California 
Indian reservation or rancheria or operated by a federally recognized 
California Indian tribe. The bill would require the State Department of 
Education to regard a charter school approved pursuant to the 
above-described provisions as a continuing charter school for all purposes. 

(2)  Existing law authorizes a charter school to establish a resource center, 
meeting space, or other satellite facility located in a county adjacent to the 
county in which the charter school is authorized if specified conditions are 
met. 

This bill instead would authorize a charter school to establish one resource 
center, meeting space, or other satellite facility within the jurisdiction of 
the school district where the charter school is physically located if specified 
conditions are met, except as specified. The bill would require a charter 
school to notify the charter school’s chartering authority of the name and 
physical location of any resource center, meeting space, or satellite facility 
operated by the charter school. The bill would prohibit the State Board of 
Education from waiving those restrictions on the establishment of a resource 
center, meeting space, or satellite facility. 

This bill would authorize a charter school or a countywide charter school 
that was operating a resource center, meeting space, or other satellite facility 
outside the jurisdiction of the school district or county, respectively, where 
the charter school is physically located before January 1, 2020, to continue 
to operate that resource center, meeting space, or other satellite facility until 
the charter school submits a request for the renewal of its charter petition, 
and would authorize a charter school to continue operating that resource 
center, meeting space, or other satellite facility if, before submitting the 
request for the renewal of the charter petition, the charter school first obtains 
written approval from the school district or the county office of education, 
as appropriate, where the resource center, meeting space, or other satellite 
facility is operating. The bill would authorize a charter school to relocate 
for not more than 5 years a resource center, meeting space, or other satellite 
facility located within an area subject to a Presidential declaration of a major 
disaster or emergency, issued in accordance with federal law, to an area 
outside the area subject to the Presidential declaration, as specified. The bill 
would authorize a charter school to establish additional resource centers, 
meetings spaces, or other satellite facilities within the jurisdiction of the 
charter school’s chartering authority if specified conditions are met. The 
bill would require the department to regard as a continuing charter school 
for all purposes a nonclassroom-based charter school that meets specified 
requirements. 

This bill would make a conforming change. 
(3)  This bill would incorporate additional changes to Section 47605 of 

the Education Code proposed by AB 1505 and AB 1595, to be operative 
only if this bill and AB 1505 or AB 1595, or both, are enacted and this bill 
is enacted last. 
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 47605 of the Education Code is amended to read: 
47605. (a)  (1)  Except as set forth in paragraph (2), a petition for the 

establishment of a charter school within a school district may be circulated 
by one or more persons seeking to establish the charter school. A petition 
for the establishment of a charter school shall identify a single charter school 
that will operate within the geographic boundaries of that school district. A 
charter school may propose to operate at multiple sites within the school 
district if each location is identified in the charter school petition. The 
petition may be submitted to the governing board of the school district for 
review after either of the following conditions is met: 

(A)  The petition is signed by a number of parents or legal guardians of 
pupils that is equivalent to at least one-half of the number of pupils that the 
charter school estimates will enroll in the charter school for its first year of 
operation. 

(B)  The petition is signed by a number of teachers that is equivalent to 
at least one-half of the number of teachers that the charter school estimates 
will be employed at the charter school during its first year of operation. 

(2)  A petition that proposes to convert an existing public school to a 
charter school that would not be eligible for a loan pursuant to subdivision 
(c) of Section 41365 may be circulated by one or more persons seeking to 
establish the charter school. The petition may be submitted to the governing 
board of the school district for review after the petition is signed by not less 
than 50 percent of the permanent status teachers currently employed at the 
public school to be converted. 

(3)  A petition shall include a prominent statement that a signature on the 
petition means that the parent or legal guardian is meaningfully interested 
in having their child or ward attend the charter school, or in the case of a 
teacher’s signature, means that the teacher is meaningfully interested in 
teaching at the charter school. The proposed charter shall be attached to the 
petition. 

(4)  After receiving approval of its petition, a charter school that proposes 
to establish operations at one or more additional sites shall request a material 
revision to its charter and shall notify the authority that granted its charter 
of those additional locations. The authority that granted its charter shall 
consider whether to approve those additional locations at an open, public 
meeting. If the additional locations are approved, they shall be a material 
revision to the charter school’s charter. 

(5)  (A)  A charter school that established one site outside the boundaries 
of the school district, but within the county in which that school district is 
located before January 1, 2020, may continue to operate that site until the 
charter school submits a request for the renewal of its charter petition. To 
continue operating the site, the charter school shall do either of the following: 

(i)  First, before submitting the request for the renewal of the charter 
petition, obtain approval in writing from the school district where the site 
is operating. 
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(ii)  Submit a request for the renewal of the charter petition pursuant to 
Section 47607 to the school district in which the charter school is located. 

(B)  If a Presidential declaration of a major disaster or emergency is issued 
in accordance with the federal Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 5121 et seq.) for an area in which 
a charter schoolsite is located and operating, the charter school, for not more 
than five years, may relocate that site outside the area subject to the 
Presidential declaration if the charter school first obtains the written approval 
of the school district where the site is being relocated to. 

(C)  Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), if a charter school was relocated 
from December 31, 2016, to December 31, 2019, inclusive, due to a 
Presidential declaration of a major disaster or emergency in accordance 
with the federal Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance 
Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 5121 et seq.), that charter school shall be allowed to 
return to its original campus location in perpetuity. 

(D)  A charter school located on a federally recognized California Indian 
reservation or rancheria or operated by a federally recognized California 
Indian tribe shall be exempt from the provisions of this paragraph. 

(E)  The department shall regard as a continuing charter school for all 
purposes a charter school that was granted approval of its petition, that was 
providing educational services to pupils prior to October 1, 2019, and is 
authorized by a different chartering authority due to changes to this paragraph 
that took effect January 1, 2020. 

(6)  Commencing January 1, 2003, a petition to establish a charter school 
shall not be approved to serve pupils in a grade level that is not served by 
the school district of the governing board considering the petition, unless 
the petition proposes to serve pupils in all of the grade levels served by that 
school district. 

(b)  No later than 30 days after receiving a petition, in accordance with 
subdivision (a), the governing board of the school district shall hold a public 
hearing on the provisions of the charter, at which time the governing board 
of the school district shall consider the level of support for the petition by 
teachers employed by the school district, other employees of the school 
district, and parents. Following review of the petition and the public hearing, 
the governing board of the school district shall either grant or deny the 
charter within 60 days of receipt of the petition, provided, however, that the 
date may be extended by an additional 30 days if both parties agree to the 
extension. In reviewing petitions for the establishment of charter schools 
pursuant to this section, the chartering authority shall be guided by the intent 
of the Legislature that charter schools are and should become an integral 
part of the California educational system and that the establishment of charter 
schools should be encouraged. The governing board of the school district 
shall grant a charter for the operation of a school under this part if it is 
satisfied that granting the charter is consistent with sound educational 
practice. The governing board of the school district shall not deny a petition 
for the establishment of a charter school unless it makes written factual 
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findings, specific to the particular petition, setting forth specific facts to 
support one or more of the following findings: 

(1)  The charter school presents an unsound educational program for the 
pupils to be enrolled in the charter school. 

(2)  The petitioners are demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement 
the program set forth in the petition. 

(3)  The petition does not contain the number of signatures required by 
subdivision (a). 

(4)  The petition does not contain an affirmation of each of the conditions 
described in subdivision (d). 

(5)  The petition does not contain reasonably comprehensive descriptions 
of all of the following: 

(A)  (i)  The educational program of the charter school, designed, among 
other things, to identify those whom the charter school is attempting to 
educate, what it means to be an “educated person” in the 21st century, and 
how learning best occurs. The goals identified in that program shall include 
the objective of enabling pupils to become self-motivated, competent, and 
lifelong learners. 

(ii)  The annual goals for the charter school for all pupils and for each 
subgroup of pupils identified pursuant to Section 52052, to be achieved in 
the state priorities, as described in paragraphs (2) to (8), inclusive, of 
subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that apply for the grade levels served by 
the charter school, and specific annual actions to achieve those goals. A 
charter petition may identify additional school priorities, the goals for the 
school priorities, and the specific annual actions to achieve those goals. 

(iii)  If the proposed charter school will serve high school pupils, the 
manner in which the charter school will inform parents about the 
transferability of courses to other public high schools and the eligibility of 
courses to meet college entrance requirements. Courses offered by the charter 
school that are accredited by the Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges may be considered transferable and courses approved by the 
University of California or the California State University as creditable 
under the “A to G” admissions criteria may be considered to meet college 
entrance requirements. 

(B)  The measurable pupil outcomes identified for use by the charter 
school. “Pupil outcomes,” for purposes of this part, means the extent to 
which all pupils of the charter school demonstrate that they have attained 
the skills, knowledge, and attitudes specified as goals in the charter school’s 
educational program. Pupil outcomes shall include outcomes that address 
increases in pupil academic achievement both schoolwide and for all groups 
of pupils served by the charter school, as that term is defined in subparagraph 
(B) of paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) of Section 47607. The pupil outcomes 
shall align with the state priorities, as described in paragraphs (2) to (8), 
inclusive, of subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that apply for the grade levels 
served by the charter school. 

(C)  The method by which pupil progress in meeting those pupil outcomes 
is to be measured. To the extent practicable, the method for measuring pupil 
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outcomes for state priorities shall be consistent with the way information 
is reported on a school accountability report card. 

(D)  The governance structure of the charter school, including, but not 
limited to, the process to be followed by the charter school to ensure parental 
involvement. 

(E)  The qualifications to be met by individuals to be employed by the 
charter school. 

(F)  The procedures that the charter school will follow to ensure the health 
and safety of pupils and staff. These procedures shall require all of the 
following: 

(i)  That each employee of the charter school furnish the charter school 
with a criminal record summary as described in Section 44237. 

(ii)  The development of a school safety plan, which shall include the 
safety topics listed in subparagraphs (A) to (H), inclusive, of paragraph (2) 
of subdivision (a) of Section 32282 and procedures for conducting tactical 
responses to criminal incidents. 

(iii)  That the school safety plan be reviewed and updated by March 1 of 
every year by the charter school. 

(G)  The means by which the charter school will achieve a racial and 
ethnic balance among its pupils that is reflective of the general population 
residing within the territorial jurisdiction of the school district to which the 
charter petition is submitted. 

(H)  Admission policies and procedures, consistent with subdivision (d). 
(I)  The manner in which annual, independent financial audits shall be 

conducted, which shall employ generally accepted accounting principles, 
and the manner in which audit exceptions and deficiencies shall be resolved 
to the satisfaction of the chartering authority. 

(J)  The procedures by which pupils can be suspended or expelled from 
the charter school for disciplinary reasons or otherwise involuntarily removed 
from the charter school for any reason. These procedures, at a minimum, 
shall include an explanation of how the charter school will comply with 
federal and state constitutional procedural and substantive due process 
requirements that is consistent with all of the following: 

(i)  For suspensions of fewer than 10 days, provide oral or written notice 
of the charges against the pupil and, if the pupil denies the charges, an 
explanation of the evidence that supports the charges and an opportunity 
for the pupil to present the pupil’s side of the story. 

(ii)  For suspensions of 10 days or more and all other expulsions for 
disciplinary reasons, both of the following: 

(I)  Provide timely, written notice of the charges against the pupil and an 
explanation of the pupil’s basic rights. 

(II)  Provide a hearing adjudicated by a neutral officer within a reasonable 
number of days at which the pupil has a fair opportunity to present testimony, 
evidence, and witnesses and confront and cross-examine adverse witnesses, 
and at which the pupil has the right to bring legal counsel or an advocate. 

(iii)  Contain a clear statement that no pupil shall be involuntarily removed 
by the charter school for any reason unless the parent or guardian of the 
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pupil has been provided written notice of intent to remove the pupil no less 
than five schooldays before the effective date of the action. The written 
notice shall be in the native language of the pupil or the pupil’s parent or 
guardian or, if the pupil is a foster child or youth or a homeless child or 
youth, the pupil’s educational rights holder, and shall inform the pupil, the 
pupil’s parent or guardian, or the pupil’s educational rights holder of the 
right to initiate the procedures specified in clause (ii) before the effective 
date of the action. If the pupil’s parent, guardian, or educational rights holder 
initiates the procedures specified in clause (ii), the pupil shall remain enrolled 
and shall not be removed until the charter school issues a final decision. For 
purposes of this clause, “involuntarily removed” includes disenrolled, 
dismissed, transferred, or terminated, but does not include suspensions 
specified in clauses (i) and (ii). 

(K)  The manner by which staff members of the charter schools will be 
covered by the State Teachers’ Retirement System, the Public Employees’ 
Retirement System, or federal social security. 

(L)  The public school attendance alternatives for pupils residing within 
the school district who choose not to attend charter schools. 

(M)  The rights of an employee of the school district upon leaving the 
employment of the school district to work in a charter school, and of any 
rights of return to the school district after employment at a charter school. 

(N)  The procedures to be followed by the charter school and the chartering 
authority to resolve disputes relating to provisions of the charter. 

(O)  The procedures to be used if the charter school closes. The procedures 
shall ensure a final audit of the charter school to determine the disposition 
of all assets and liabilities of the charter school, including plans for disposing 
of any net assets and for the maintenance and transfer of pupil records. 

(6)  The petition does not contain a declaration of whether or not the 
charter school shall be deemed the exclusive public employer of the 
employees of the charter school for purposes of Chapter 10.7 (commencing 
with Section 3540) of Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code. 

(c)  (1)  Charter schools shall meet all statewide standards and conduct 
the pupil assessments required pursuant to Section 60605 and any other 
statewide standards authorized in statute or pupil assessments applicable to 
pupils in noncharter public schools. 

(2)  Charter schools shall, on a regular basis, consult with their parents, 
legal guardians, and teachers regarding the charter school’s educational 
programs. 

(d)  (1)  In addition to any other requirement imposed under this part, a 
charter school shall be nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, 
employment practices, and all other operations, shall not charge tuition, and 
shall not discriminate against a pupil on the basis of the characteristics listed 
in Section 220. Except as provided in paragraph (2), admission to a charter 
school shall not be determined according to the place of residence of the 
pupil, or of the pupil’s parent or legal guardian, within this state, except that 
an existing public school converting partially or entirely to a charter school 
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under this part shall adopt and maintain a policy giving admission preference 
to pupils who reside within the former attendance area of that public school. 

(2)  (A)  A charter school shall admit all pupils who wish to attend the 
charter school. 

(B)  If the number of pupils who wish to attend the charter school exceeds 
the charter school’s capacity, attendance, except for existing pupils of the 
charter school, shall be determined by a public random drawing. Preference 
shall be extended to pupils currently attending the charter school and pupils 
who reside in the school district except as provided for in Section 47614.5. 
Preferences, including, but not limited to, siblings of pupils admitted or 
attending the charter school and children of the charter school’s teachers, 
staff, and founders identified in the initial charter, may also be permitted 
by the chartering authority on an individual charter school basis. Priority 
order for any preference shall be determined in the charter petition in 
accordance with all of the following: 

(i)  Each type of preference shall be approved by the chartering authority 
at a public hearing. 

(ii)  Preferences shall be consistent with federal law, the California 
Constitution, and Section 200. 

(iii)  Preferences shall not result in limiting enrollment access for pupils 
with disabilities, academically low-achieving pupils, English learners, 
neglected or delinquent pupils, homeless pupils, or pupils who are 
economically disadvantaged, as determined by eligibility for any free or 
reduced-price meal program, foster youth, or pupils based on nationality, 
race, ethnicity, or sexual orientation. 

(iv)  In accordance with Section 49011, preferences shall not require 
mandatory parental volunteer hours as a criterion for admission or continued 
enrollment. 

(C)  In the event of a drawing, the chartering authority shall make 
reasonable efforts to accommodate the growth of the charter school and 
shall not take any action to impede the charter school from expanding 
enrollment to meet pupil demand. 

(3)  If a pupil is expelled or leaves the charter school without graduating 
or completing the school year for any reason, the charter school shall notify 
the superintendent of the school district of the pupil’s last known address 
within 30 days, and shall, upon request, provide that school district with a 
copy of the cumulative record of the pupil, including report cards or a 
transcript of grades, and health information. If the pupil is subsequently 
expelled or leaves the school district without graduating or completing the 
school year for any reason, the school district shall provide this information 
to the charter school within 30 days if the charter school demonstrates that 
the pupil had been enrolled in the charter school. This paragraph applies 
only to pupils subject to compulsory full-time education pursuant to Section 
48200. 

(4)  (A)  A charter school shall not discourage a pupil from enrolling or 
seeking to enroll in the charter school for any reason, including, but not 
limited to, academic performance of the pupil or because the pupil exhibits 
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any of the characteristics described in clause (iii) of subparagraph (B) of 
paragraph (2). 

(B)  A charter school shall not request a pupil’s records or require a parent, 
guardian, or pupil to submit the pupil’s records to the charter school before 
enrollment. 

(C)  A charter school shall not encourage a pupil currently attending the 
charter school to disenroll from the charter school or transfer to another 
school for any reason, including, but not limited to, academic performance 
of the pupil or because the pupil exhibits any of the characteristics described 
in clause (iii) of subparagraph (B) of paragraph (2). This subparagraph shall 
not apply to actions taken by a charter school pursuant to the procedures 
described in subparagraph (J) of paragraph (5) of subdivision (b). 

(D)  The department shall develop a notice of the requirements of this 
paragraph. This notice shall be posted on a charter school’s internet website. 
A charter school shall provide a parent or guardian, or a pupil if the pupil 
is 18 years of age or older, a copy of this notice at all of the following times: 

(i)  When a parent, guardian, or pupil inquires about enrollment. 
(ii)  Before conducting an enrollment lottery. 
(iii)  Before disenrollment of a pupil. 
(E)  (i)  A person who suspects that a charter school has violated this 

paragraph may file a complaint with the chartering authority. 
(ii)  The department shall develop a template to be used for filing 

complaints pursuant to clause (i). 
(5)  Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school in operation as of 

July 1, 2019, that operates in partnership with the California National Guard 
may dismiss a pupil from the charter school for failing to maintain the 
minimum standards of conduct required by the Military Department. 

(e)  The governing board of a school district shall not require an employee 
of the school district to be employed in a charter school. 

(f)  The governing board of a school district shall not require a pupil 
enrolled in the school district to attend a charter school. 

(g)  The governing board of a school district shall require that the 
petitioner or petitioners provide information regarding the proposed operation 
and potential effects of the charter school, including, but not limited to, the 
facilities to be used by the charter school, the manner in which administrative 
services of the charter school are to be provided, and potential civil liability 
effects, if any, upon the charter school and upon the school district. The 
description of the facilities to be used by the charter school shall specify 
where the charter school intends to locate. The petitioner or petitioners also 
shall be required to provide financial statements that include a proposed 
first-year operational budget, including startup costs, and cashflow and 
financial projections for the first three years of operation. 

(h)  In reviewing petitions for the establishment of charter schools within 
the school district, the governing board of the school district shall give 
preference to petitions that demonstrate the capability to provide 
comprehensive learning experiences to pupils identified by the petitioner 
or petitioners as academically low achieving pursuant to the standards 
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established by the department under Section 54032, as that section read 
before July 19, 2006. 

(i)  Upon the approval of the petition by the governing board of the school 
district, the petitioner or petitioners shall provide written notice of that 
approval, including a copy of the petition, to the applicable county 
superintendent of schools, the department, and the state board. 

(j)  (1)  If the governing board of a school district denies a petition, the 
petitioner may elect to submit the petition for the establishment of a charter 
school to the county board of education. The county board of education 
shall review the petition pursuant to subdivision (b). If the petitioner elects 
to submit a petition for establishment of a charter school to the county board 
of education and the county board of education denies the petition, the 
petitioner may file a petition for establishment of a charter school with the 
state board, and the state board may approve the petition, in accordance 
with subdivision (b). A charter school that receives approval of its petition 
from a county board of education or from the state board on appeal shall be 
subject to the same requirements concerning geographic location to which 
it would otherwise be subject if it received approval from the school district 
to which it originally submitted its petition. A charter petition that is 
submitted to either a county board of education or to the state board shall 
meet all otherwise applicable petition requirements, including the 
identification of the proposed site or sites where the charter school will 
operate. 

(2)  In assuming its role as a chartering authority, the state board shall 
develop criteria to be used for the review and approval of charter school 
petitions presented to the state board. The criteria shall address all elements 
required for charter approval, as identified in subdivision (b), and shall 
define “reasonably comprehensive,” as used in paragraph (5) of subdivision 
(b), in a way that is consistent with the intent of this part. Upon satisfactory 
completion of the criteria, the state board shall adopt the criteria on or before 
June 30, 2001. 

(3)  A charter school for which a charter is granted by either the county 
board of education or the state board based on an appeal pursuant to this 
subdivision shall qualify fully as a charter school for all funding and other 
purposes of this part. 

(4)  If either the county board of education or the state board fails to act 
on a petition within 120 days of receipt, the decision of the governing board 
of the school district to deny the petition shall be subject to judicial review. 

(5)  The state board shall adopt regulations implementing this subdivision. 
(6)  Upon the approval of the petition by the county board of education, 

the petitioner or petitioners shall provide written notice of that approval, 
including a copy of the petition, to the department and the state board. 

(k)  (1)  The state board may, by mutual agreement, designate its 
supervisorial and oversight responsibilities for a charter school approved 
by the state board to any local educational agency in the county in which 
the charter school is located or to the governing board of the school district 
that first denied the petition. 
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(2)  The designated local educational agency shall have all monitoring 
and supervising authority of a chartering authority, including, but not limited 
to, powers and duties set forth in Section 47607, except the power of 
revocation, which shall remain with the state board. 

(3)  A charter school that is granted its charter through an appeal to the 
state board and elects to seek renewal of its charter shall, before expiration 
of the charter, submit its petition for renewal to the governing board of the 
school district that initially denied the charter. If the governing board of the 
school district denies the charter school’s petition for renewal, the charter 
school may petition the state board for renewal of its charter. 

(l)  Teachers in charter schools shall hold a Commission on Teacher 
Credentialing certificate, permit, or other document equivalent to that which 
a teacher in other public schools would be required to hold. These documents 
shall be maintained on file at the charter school and are subject to periodic 
inspection by the chartering authority. It is the intent of the Legislature that 
charter schools be given flexibility with regard to noncore, noncollege 
preparatory courses. 

(m)  A charter school shall transmit a copy of its annual, independent 
financial audit report for the preceding fiscal year, as described in 
subparagraph (I) of paragraph (5) of subdivision (b), to its chartering 
authority, the Controller, the county superintendent of schools of the county 
in which the charter school is sited, unless the county board of education 
of the county in which the charter school is sited is the chartering authority, 
and the department by December 15 of each year. This subdivision does 
not apply if the audit of the charter school is encompassed in the audit of 
the chartering authority pursuant to Section 41020. 

(n)  A charter school may encourage parental involvement, but shall notify 
the parents and guardians of applicant pupils and currently enrolled pupils 
that parental involvement is not a requirement for acceptance to, or continued 
enrollment at, the charter school. 

SEC. 1.1. Section 47605 of the Education Code is amended to read: 
47605. (a)  (1)  Except as set forth in paragraph (2), a petition for the 

establishment of a charter school within a school district may be circulated 
by one or more persons seeking to establish the charter school. A petition 
for the establishment of a charter school shall identify a single charter school 
that will operate within the geographic boundaries of that school district. A 
charter school may propose to operate at multiple sites within the school 
district if each location is identified in the charter school petition. The 
petition may be submitted to the governing board of the school district for 
review after either of the following conditions is met: 

(A)  The petition is signed by a number of parents or legal guardians of 
pupils that is equivalent to at least one-half of the number of pupils that the 
charter school estimates will enroll in the charter school for its first year of 
operation. 

(B)  The petition is signed by a number of teachers that is equivalent to 
at least one-half of the number of teachers that the charter school estimates 
will be employed at the charter school during its first year of operation. 
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(2)  A petition that proposes to convert an existing public school to a 
charter school that would not be eligible for a loan pursuant to subdivision 
(c) of Section 41365 may be circulated by one or more persons seeking to 
establish the charter school. The petition may be submitted to the governing 
board of the school district for review after the petition is signed by not less 
than 50 percent of the permanent status teachers currently employed at the 
public school to be converted. 

(3)  A petition shall include a prominent statement that a signature on the 
petition means that the parent or legal guardian is meaningfully interested 
in having their child or ward attend the charter school, or in the case of a 
teacher’s signature, means that the teacher is meaningfully interested in 
teaching at the charter school. The proposed charter shall be attached to the 
petition. 

(4)  After receiving approval of its petition, a charter school that proposes 
to expand operations to one or more additional sites or grade levels shall 
request a material revision to its charter and shall notify the chartering 
authority of those additional locations or grade levels. The chartering 
authority shall consider whether to approve those additional locations or 
grade levels at an open, public meeting. If the additional locations or grade 
levels are approved pursuant to the standards and criteria described in 
subdivision (c), there shall be a material revision to the charter school’s 
charter. 

(5)  (A)  A charter school that established one site outside the boundaries 
of the school district, but within the county in which that school district is 
located before January 1, 2020, may continue to operate that site until the 
charter school submits a request for the renewal of its charter petition. To 
continue operating the site, the charter school shall do either of the following: 

(i)  First, before submitting the request for the renewal of the charter 
petition, obtain approval in writing from the school district where the site 
is operating. 

(ii)  Submit a request for the renewal of the charter petition pursuant to 
Section 47607 to the school district in which the charter school is located. 

(B)  If a Presidential declaration of a major disaster or emergency is issued 
in accordance with the federal Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 5121 et seq.) for an area in which 
a charter schoolsite is located and operating, the charter school, for not more 
than five years, may relocate that site outside the area subject to the 
Presidential declaration if the charter school first obtains the written approval 
of the school district where the site is being relocated to. 

(C)  Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), if a charter school was relocated 
from December 31, 2016, to December 31, 2019, inclusive, due to a 
Presidential declaration of a major disaster or emergency in accordance 
with the federal Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance 
Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 5121 et seq.), that charter school shall be allowed to 
return to its original campus location in perpetuity. 
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(D)  A charter school located on a federally recognized California Indian 
reservation or rancheria or operated by a federally recognized California 
Indian tribe shall be exempt from the provisions of this paragraph. 

(E)  The department shall regard as a continuing charter school for all 
purposes a charter school that was granted approval of its petition, that was 
providing educational services to pupils prior to October 1, 2019, and is 
authorized by a different chartering authority due to changes to this paragraph 
that took effect January 1, 2020. 

(6)  Commencing January 1, 2003, a petition to establish a charter school 
shall not be approved to serve pupils in a grade level that is not served by 
the school district of the governing board considering the petition, unless 
the petition proposes to serve pupils in all of the grade levels served by that 
school district. 

(b)  No later than 60 days after receiving a petition, in accordance with 
subdivision (a), the governing board of the school district shall hold a public 
hearing on the provisions of the charter, at which time the governing board 
of the school district shall consider the level of support for the petition by 
teachers employed by the school district, other employees of the school 
district, and parents. Following review of the petition and the public hearing, 
the governing board of the school district shall either grant or deny the 
charter within 90 days of receipt of the petition, provided, however, that the 
date may be extended by an additional 30 days if both parties agree to the 
extension. A petition is deemed received by the governing board of the 
school district for purposes of commencing the timelines described in this 
subdivision on the day the petitioner submits a petition to the district office, 
along with a signed certification that the petitioner deems the petition to be 
complete. The governing board of the school district shall publish all staff 
recommendations, including the recommended findings and, if applicable, 
the certification from the county superintendent of schools prepared pursuant 
to paragraph (8) of subdivision (c), regarding the petition at least 15 days 
before the public hearing at which the governing board of the school district 
will either grant or deny the charter. At the public hearing at which the 
governing board of the school district will either grant or deny the charter, 
petitioners shall have equivalent time and procedures to present evidence 
and testimony to respond to the staff recommendations and findings. 

(c)  In reviewing petitions for the establishment of charter schools pursuant 
to this section, the chartering authority shall be guided by the intent of the 
Legislature that charter schools are and should become an integral part of 
the California educational system and that the establishment of charter 
schools should be encouraged. The governing board of the school district 
shall grant a charter for the operation of a school under this part if it is 
satisfied that granting the charter is consistent with sound educational 
practice and with the interests of the community in which the school is 
proposing to locate. The governing board of the school district shall consider 
the academic needs of the pupils the school proposes to serve. The governing 
board of the school district shall not deny a petition for the establishment 
of a charter school unless it makes written factual findings, specific to the 
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particular petition, setting forth specific facts to support one or more of the 
following findings: 

(1)  The charter school presents an unsound educational program for the 
pupils to be enrolled in the charter school. 

(2)  The petitioners are demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement 
the program set forth in the petition. 

(3)  The petition does not contain the number of signatures required by 
subdivision (a). 

(4)  The petition does not contain an affirmation of each of the conditions 
described in subdivision (e). 

(5)  The petition does not contain reasonably comprehensive descriptions 
of all of the following: 

(A)  (i)  The educational program of the charter school, designed, among 
other things, to identify those whom the charter school is attempting to 
educate, what it means to be an “educated person” in the 21st century, and 
how learning best occurs. The goals identified in that program shall include 
the objective of enabling pupils to become self-motivated, competent, and 
lifelong learners. 

(ii)  The annual goals for the charter school for all pupils and for each 
subgroup of pupils identified pursuant to Section 52052, to be achieved in 
the state priorities, as described in subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that 
apply for the grade levels served, and specific annual actions to achieve 
those goals. A charter petition may identify additional school priorities, the 
goals for the school priorities, and the specific annual actions to achieve 
those goals. 

(iii)  If the proposed charter school will serve high school pupils, the 
manner in which the charter school will inform parents about the 
transferability of courses to other public high schools and the eligibility of 
courses to meet college entrance requirements. Courses offered by the charter 
school that are accredited by the Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges may be considered transferable and courses approved by the 
University of California or the California State University as creditable 
under the “A to G” admissions criteria may be considered to meet college 
entrance requirements. 

(B)  The measurable pupil outcomes identified for use by the charter 
school. “Pupil outcomes,” for purposes of this part, means the extent to 
which all pupils of the charter school demonstrate that they have attained 
the skills, knowledge, and attitudes specified as goals in the charter school’s 
educational program. Pupil outcomes shall include outcomes that address 
increases in pupil academic achievement both schoolwide and for all pupil 
subgroups served by the charter school, as that term is defined in subdivision 
(a) of Section 52052. The pupil outcomes shall align with the state priorities, 
as described in subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that apply for the grade 
levels served by the charter school. 

(C)  The method by which pupil progress in meeting those pupil outcomes 
is to be measured. To the extent practicable, the method for measuring pupil 
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outcomes for state priorities shall be consistent with the way information 
is reported on a school accountability report card. 

(D)  The governance structure of the charter school, including, but not 
limited to, the process to be followed by the charter school to ensure parental 
involvement. 

(E)  The qualifications to be met by individuals to be employed by the 
charter school. 

(F)  The procedures that the charter school will follow to ensure the health 
and safety of pupils and staff. These procedures shall require all of the 
following: 

(i)  That each employee of the charter school furnish the charter school 
with a criminal record summary as described in Section 44237. 

(ii)  The development of a school safety plan, which shall include the 
safety topics listed in subparagraphs (A) to (H), inclusive, of paragraph (2) 
of subdivision (a) of Section 32282 and procedures for conducting tactical 
responses to criminal incidents. 

(iii)  That the school safety plan be reviewed and updated by March 1 of 
every year by the charter school. 

(G)  The means by which the charter school will achieve a balance of 
racial and ethnic pupils, special education pupils, and English learner pupils, 
including redesignated fluent English proficient pupils, as defined by the 
evaluation rubrics in Section 52064.5, that is reflective of the general 
population residing within the territorial jurisdiction of the school district 
to which the charter petition is submitted. Upon renewal, for a charter school 
not deemed to be a local educational agency for purposes of special education 
pursuant to Section 47641, the chartering authority may consider the effect 
of school placements made by the chartering authority in providing a free 
and appropriate public education as required by the federal Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (Public Law 101-476), on the balance of pupils 
with disabilities at the charter school. 

(H)  Admission policies and procedures, consistent with subdivision (e). 
(I)  The manner in which annual, independent financial audits shall be 

conducted, which shall employ generally accepted accounting principles, 
and the manner in which audit exceptions and deficiencies shall be resolved 
to the satisfaction of the chartering authority. 

(J)  The procedures by which pupils can be suspended or expelled from 
the charter school for disciplinary reasons or otherwise involuntarily removed 
from the charter school for any reason. These procedures, at a minimum, 
shall include an explanation of how the charter school will comply with 
federal and state constitutional procedural and substantive due process 
requirements that is consistent with all of the following: 

(i)  For suspensions of fewer than 10 days, provide oral or written notice 
of the charges against the pupil and, if the pupil denies the charges, an 
explanation of the evidence that supports the charges and an opportunity 
for the pupil to present the pupil’s side of the story. 

(ii)  For suspensions of 10 days or more and all other expulsions for 
disciplinary reasons, both of the following: 
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(I)  Provide timely, written notice of the charges against the pupil and an 
explanation of the pupil’s basic rights. 

(II)  Provide a hearing adjudicated by a neutral officer within a reasonable 
number of days at which the pupil has a fair opportunity to present testimony, 
evidence, and witnesses and confront and cross-examine adverse witnesses, 
and at which the pupil has the right to bring legal counsel or an advocate. 

(iii)  Contain a clear statement that no pupil shall be involuntarily removed 
by the charter school for any reason unless the parent or guardian of the 
pupil has been provided written notice of intent to remove the pupil no less 
than five schooldays before the effective date of the action. The written 
notice shall be in the native language of the pupil or the pupil’s parent or 
guardian or, if the pupil is a foster child or youth or a homeless child or 
youth, the pupil’s educational rights holder, and shall inform the pupil, the 
pupil’s parent or guardian, or the pupil’s educational rights holder of the 
right to initiate the procedures specified in clause (ii) before the effective 
date of the action. If the pupil’s parent, guardian, or educational rights holder 
initiates the procedures specified in clause (ii), the pupil shall remain enrolled 
and shall not be removed until the charter school issues a final decision. For 
purposes of this clause, “involuntarily removed” includes disenrolled, 
dismissed, transferred, or terminated, but does not include suspensions 
specified in clauses (i) and (ii). 

(K)  The manner by which staff members of the charter schools will be 
covered by the State Teachers’ Retirement System, the Public Employees’ 
Retirement System, or federal social security. 

(L)  The public school attendance alternatives for pupils residing within 
the school district who choose not to attend charter schools. 

(M)  The rights of an employee of the school district upon leaving the 
employment of the school district to work in a charter school, and of any 
rights of return to the school district after employment at a charter school. 

(N)  The procedures to be followed by the charter school and the chartering 
authority to resolve disputes relating to provisions of the charter. 

(O)  The procedures to be used if the charter school closes. The procedures 
shall ensure a final audit of the charter school to determine the disposition 
of all assets and liabilities of the charter school, including plans for disposing 
of any net assets and for the maintenance and transfer of pupil records. 

(6)  The petition does not contain a declaration of whether or not the 
charter school shall be deemed the exclusive public employer of the 
employees of the charter school for purposes of Chapter 10.7 (commencing 
with Section 3540) of Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code. 

(7)  The charter school is demonstrably unlikely to serve the interests of 
the entire community in which the school is proposing to locate. Analysis 
of this finding shall include consideration of the fiscal impact of the proposed 
charter school. A written factual finding under this paragraph shall detail 
specific facts and circumstances that analyze and consider the following 
factors: 

(A)  The extent to which the proposed charter school would substantially 
undermine existing services, academic offerings, or programmatic offerings. 
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(B)  Whether the proposed charter school would duplicate a program 
currently offered within the school district and the existing program has 
sufficient capacity for the pupils proposed to be served within reasonable 
proximity to where the charter school intends to locate. 

(8)  The school district is not positioned to absorb the fiscal impact of the 
proposed charter school. A school district satisfies this paragraph if it has 
a qualified interim certification pursuant to Section 1240 and the county 
superintendent of schools, in consultation with the County Office Fiscal 
Crisis and Management Assistance Team, certifies that approving the charter 
school would result in the school district having a negative interim 
certification pursuant to Section 1240, has a negative interim certification 
pursuant to Section 1240, or is under state receivership. Charter schools 
proposed in a school district satisfying one of these conditions shall be 
subject to a rebuttable presumption of denial. 

(d)  (1)  Charter schools shall meet all statewide standards and conduct 
the pupil assessments required pursuant to Section 60605 and any other 
statewide standards authorized in statute or pupil assessments applicable to 
pupils in noncharter public schools. 

(2)  Charter schools shall, on a regular basis, consult with their parents, 
legal guardians, and teachers regarding the charter school’s educational 
programs. 

(e)  (1)  In addition to any other requirement imposed under this part, a 
charter school shall be nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, 
employment practices, and all other operations, shall not charge tuition, and 
shall not discriminate against a pupil on the basis of the characteristics listed 
in Section 220. Except as provided in paragraph (2), admission to a charter 
school shall not be determined according to the place of residence of the 
pupil, or of the pupil’s parent or legal guardian, within this state, except that 
an existing public school converting partially or entirely to a charter school 
under this part shall adopt and maintain a policy giving admission preference 
to pupils who reside within the former attendance area of that public school. 

(2)  (A)  A charter school shall admit all pupils who wish to attend the 
charter school. 

(B)  If the number of pupils who wish to attend the charter school exceeds 
the charter school’s capacity, attendance, except for existing pupils of the 
charter school, shall be determined by a public random drawing. Preference 
shall be extended to pupils currently attending the charter school and pupils 
who reside in the school district except as provided for in Section 47614.5. 
Preferences, including, but not limited to, siblings of pupils admitted or 
attending the charter school and children of the charter school’s teachers, 
staff, and founders identified in the initial charter, may also be permitted 
by the chartering authority on an individual charter school basis. Priority 
order for any preference shall be determined in the charter petition in 
accordance with all of the following: 

(i)  Each type of preference shall be approved by the chartering authority 
at a public hearing. 
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(ii)  Preferences shall be consistent with federal law, the California 
Constitution, and Section 200. 

(iii)  Preferences shall not result in limiting enrollment access for pupils 
with disabilities, academically low-achieving pupils, English learners, 
neglected or delinquent pupils, homeless pupils, or pupils who are 
economically disadvantaged, as determined by eligibility for any free or 
reduced-price meal program, foster youth, or pupils based on nationality, 
race, ethnicity, or sexual orientation. 

(iv)  In accordance with Section 49011, preferences shall not require 
mandatory parental volunteer hours as a criterion for admission or continued 
enrollment. 

(C)  In the event of a drawing, the chartering authority shall make 
reasonable efforts to accommodate the growth of the charter school and 
shall not take any action to impede the charter school from expanding 
enrollment to meet pupil demand. 

(3)  If a pupil is expelled or leaves the charter school without graduating 
or completing the school year for any reason, the charter school shall notify 
the superintendent of the school district of the pupil’s last known address 
within 30 days, and shall, upon request, provide that school district with a 
copy of the cumulative record of the pupil, including report cards or a 
transcript of grades, and health information. If the pupil is subsequently 
expelled or leaves the school district without graduating or completing the 
school year for any reason, the school district shall provide this information 
to the charter school within 30 days if the charter school demonstrates that 
the pupil had been enrolled in the charter school. This paragraph applies 
only to pupils subject to compulsory full-time education pursuant to Section 
48200. 

(4)  (A)  A charter school shall not discourage a pupil from enrolling or 
seeking to enroll in the charter school for any reason, including, but not 
limited to, academic performance of the pupil or because the pupil exhibits 
any of the characteristics described in clause (iii) of subparagraph (B) of 
paragraph (2). 

(B)  A charter school shall not request a pupil’s records or require a parent, 
guardian, or pupil to submit the pupil’s records to the charter school before 
enrollment. 

(C)  A charter school shall not encourage a pupil currently attending the 
charter school to disenroll from the charter school or transfer to another 
school for any reason, including, but not limited to, academic performance 
of the pupil or because the pupil exhibits any of the characteristics described 
in clause (iii) of subparagraph (B) of paragraph (2). This subparagraph shall 
not apply to actions taken by a charter school pursuant to the procedures 
described in subparagraph (J) of paragraph (5) of subdivision (c). 

(D)  The department shall develop a notice of the requirements of this 
paragraph. This notice shall be posted on a charter school’s internet website. 
A charter school shall provide a parent or guardian, or a pupil if the pupil 
is 18 years of age or older, a copy of this notice at all of the following times: 

(i)  When a parent, guardian, or pupil inquires about enrollment. 
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(ii)  Before conducting an enrollment lottery. 
(iii)  Before disenrollment of a pupil. 
(E)  (i)  A person who suspects that a charter school has violated this 

paragraph may file a complaint with the chartering authority. 
(ii)  The department shall develop a template to be used for filing 

complaints pursuant to clause (i). 
(5)  Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school in operation as of 

July 1, 2019, that operates in partnership with the California National Guard 
may dismiss a pupil from the charter school for failing to maintain the 
minimum standards of conduct required by the Military Department. 

(f)  The governing board of a school district shall not require an employee 
of the school district to be employed in a charter school. 

(g)  The governing board of a school district shall not require a pupil 
enrolled in the school district to attend a charter school. 

(h)  The governing board of a school district shall require that the 
petitioner or petitioners provide information regarding the proposed operation 
and potential effects of the charter school, including, but not limited to, the 
facilities to be used by the charter school, the manner in which administrative 
services of the charter school are to be provided, and potential civil liability 
effects, if any, upon the charter school and upon the school district. The 
description of the facilities to be used by the charter school shall specify 
where the charter school intends to locate. The petitioner or petitioners also 
shall be required to provide financial statements that include a proposed 
first-year operational budget, including startup costs, and cashflow and 
financial projections for the first three years of operation. If the school is 
to be operated by, or as, a nonprofit public benefit corporation, the petitioner 
shall provide the names and relevant qualifications of all persons whom the 
petitioner nominates to serve on the governing body of the charter school. 

(i)  In reviewing petitions for the establishment of charter schools within 
the school district, the governing board of the school district shall give 
preference to petitions that demonstrate the capability to provide 
comprehensive learning experiences to pupils identified by the petitioner 
or petitioners as academically low achieving pursuant to the standards 
established by the department under Section 54032, as that section read 
before July 19, 2006. 

(j)  Upon the approval of the petition by the governing board of the school 
district, the petitioner or petitioners shall provide written notice of that 
approval, including a copy of the petition, to the applicable county 
superintendent of schools, the department, and the state board. 

(k)  (1)  (A)  (i)  If the governing board of a school district denies a 
petition, the petitioner may elect to submit the petition for the establishment 
of a charter school to the county board of education. The petitioner shall 
submit the petition to the county board of education within 30 days of a 
denial by the governing board of the school district. At the same time the 
petition is submitted to the county board of education, the petitioner shall 
also provide a copy of the petition to the school district. The county board 
of education shall review the petition pursuant to subdivisions (b) and (c). 
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If the petition submitted on appeal contains new or different material terms, 
the county board of education shall immediately remand the petition to the 
governing board of the school district for reconsideration, which shall grant 
or deny the petition within 30 days. If the governing board of the school 
district denies a petition after reconsideration, the petitioner may elect to 
resubmit the petition for the establishment of a charter school to the county 
board of education. 

(ii)  The county board of education shall review the appeal petition 
pursuant to subdivision (c). If the denial of the petition was made pursuant 
to paragraph (8) of subdivision (c), the county board of education shall also 
review the school district’s findings pursuant to paragraph (8) of subdivision 
(c). 

(iii)  As used in this subdivision, “material terms” of the petition means 
the signatures, affirmations, disclosures, documents, and descriptions 
described in subdivisions (a), (b), (c), and (h), but shall not include minor 
administrative updates to the petition or related documents due to changes 
in circumstances based on the passage of time related to fiscal affairs, 
facilities arrangements, or state law, or to reflect the county board of 
education as the chartering authority. 

(B)  If the governing board of a school district denies a petition and the 
county lacks an independent county board of education, the petitioner may 
elect to submit the petition for the establishment of a charter school to the 
state board. The state board shall review the petition pursuant to this 
paragraph. If the denial of a charter petition is reversed by the state board, 
the state board shall designate the governing board of the school district in 
which the charter school is located as the chartering authority. 

(2)  If the county board of education denies a petition, the petitioner may 
appeal that denial to the state board. 

(A)  The petitioner shall submit the petition to the state board within 30 
days of a denial by the county board of education. The petitioner shall 
include the findings and documentary record from the governing board of 
the school district and the county board of education and a written 
submission detailing, with specific citations to the documentary record, how 
the governing board of the school district or the county board of education, 
or both, abused their discretion. The governing board of the school district 
and county board of education shall prepare the documentary record, 
including transcripts of the public hearing at which the governing board of 
the school district and county board of education denied the charter, at the 
request of the petitioner. The documentary record shall be prepared by the 
governing board of the school district and county board of education no 
later than 10 business days after the request of the petitioner is made. At 
the same time the petition and supporting documentation is submitted to 
the state board, the petitioner shall also provide a copy of the petition and 
supporting documentation to the school district and the county board of 
education. 

(B)  If the appeal contains new or different material terms, as defined in 
clause (iii) of subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1), the state board shall 
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immediately remand the petition to the governing board of the school district 
to which the petition was submitted for reconsideration. The governing 
board of the school district shall grant or deny the petition within 30 days. 
If the governing board of the school district denies a petition after 
reconsideration, the petitioner may elect to resubmit the petition to the state 
board. 

(C)  Within 30 days of receipt of the appeal submitted to the state board, 
the governing board of the school district or county board of education may 
submit a written opposition to the state board detailing, with specific citations 
to the documentary record, how the governing board of the school district 
or the county board of education did not abuse its discretion in denying the 
petition. The governing board of the school district or the county board of 
education may submit supporting documentation or evidence from the 
documentary record that was considered by the governing board of the 
school district or the county board of education. 

(D)  The state board’s Advisory Commission on Charter Schools shall 
hold a public hearing to review the appeal and documentary record. Based 
on its review, the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools shall submit a 
recommendation to the state board whether there is sufficient evidence to 
hear the appeal or to summarily deny review of the appeal based on the 
documentary record. If the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools does 
not submit a recommendation to the state board, the state board shall consider 
the appeal, and shall either hear the appeal or summarily deny review of 
the appeal based on the documentary record at a regular public meeting of 
the state board. 

(E)  The state board shall either hear the appeal or summarily deny review 
of the appeal based on the documentary record. If the state board hears the 
appeal, the state board may affirm the determination of the governing board 
of the school district or the county board of education, or both of those 
determinations, or may reverse only upon a determination that there was an 
abuse of discretion. If the denial of a charter petition is reversed by the state 
board, the state board shall designate, in consultation with the petitioner, 
either the governing board of the school district or the county board of 
education in which the charter school is located as the chartering authority. 

(3)  A charter school for which a charter is granted by either the county 
board of education or the state board based on an appeal pursuant to this 
subdivision shall qualify fully as a charter school for all funding and other 
purposes of this part. 

(4)  A charter school that receives approval of its petition from a county 
board of education or from the state board on appeal shall be subject to the 
same requirements concerning geographic location to which it would 
otherwise be subject if it received approval from the chartering authority to 
which it originally submitted its petition. A charter petition that is submitted 
to either a county board of education or to the state board shall meet all 
otherwise applicable petition requirements, including the identification of 
the proposed site or sites where the charter school will operate. 
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(5)  Upon the approval of the petition by the county board of education, 
the petition or petitioners shall provide written notice of that approval, 
including a copy of the petition, to the governing board of the school district 
in which the charter school is located, the department, and the state board. 

(6)  If either the county board of education or the state board fails to act 
on a petition within 180 days of receipt, the decision of the governing board 
of the school district to deny the petition shall be subject to judicial review. 

(l)  (1)  Teachers in charter schools shall hold the Commission on Teacher 
Credentialing certificate, permit, or other document required for the teacher’s 
certificated assignment. These documents shall be maintained on file at the 
charter school and are subject to periodic inspection by the chartering 
authority. A governing body of a direct-funded charter school may use local 
assignment options authorized in statute and regulations for the purpose of 
legally assigning certificated teachers, in accordance with all of the 
requirements of the applicable statutes or regulations in the same manner 
as a governing board of a school district. A charter school shall have 
authority to request an emergency permit or a waiver from the Commission 
on Teacher Credentialing for individuals in the same manner as a school 
district. 

(2)  By July 1, 2020, all teachers in charter schools shall obtain a certificate 
of clearance and satisfy the requirements for professional fitness pursuant 
to Sections 44339, 44340, and 44341. 

(3)  The Commission on Teacher Credentialing shall include in the 
bulletins it issues pursuant to subdivision (k) of Section 44237 to provide 
notification to local educational agencies of any adverse actions taken against 
the holders of any commission documents, notice of any adverse actions 
taken against teachers employed by charter schools and shall make this 
bulletin available to all chartering authorities and charter schools in the 
same manner in which it is made available to local educational agencies. 

(m)  A charter school shall transmit a copy of its annual, independent 
financial audit report for the preceding fiscal year, as described in 
subparagraph (I) of paragraph (5) of subdivision (c), to its chartering 
authority, the Controller, the county superintendent of schools of the county 
in which the charter school is sited, unless the county board of education 
of the county in which the charter school is sited is the chartering authority, 
and the department by December 15 of each year. This subdivision does 
not apply if the audit of the charter school is encompassed in the audit of 
the chartering authority pursuant to Section 41020. 

(n)  A charter school may encourage parental involvement, but shall notify 
the parents and guardians of applicant pupils and currently enrolled pupils 
that parental involvement is not a requirement for acceptance to, or continued 
enrollment at, the charter school. 

(o)  The requirements of this section shall not be waived by the state board 
pursuant to Section 33050 or any other law. 

SEC. 1.2. Section 47605 of the Education Code is amended to read: 
47605. (a)  (1)  Except as set forth in paragraph (2), a petition for the 

establishment of a charter school within a school district may be circulated 
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by one or more persons seeking to establish the charter school. A petition 
for the establishment of a charter school shall identify a single charter school 
that will operate within the geographic boundaries of that school district. A 
charter school may propose to operate at multiple sites within the school 
district if each location is identified in the charter school petition. The 
petition may be submitted to the governing board of the school district for 
review after either of the following conditions is met: 

(A)  The petition is signed by a number of parents or legal guardians of 
pupils that is equivalent to at least one-half of the number of pupils that the 
charter school estimates will enroll in the charter school for its first year of 
operation. 

(B)  The petition is signed by a number of teachers that is equivalent to 
at least one-half of the number of teachers that the charter school estimates 
will be employed at the charter school during its first year of operation. 

(2)  A petition that proposes to convert an existing public school to a 
charter school that would not be eligible for a loan pursuant to subdivision 
(c) of Section 41365 may be circulated by one or more persons seeking to 
establish the charter school. The petition may be submitted to the governing 
board of the school district for review after the petition is signed by not less 
than 50 percent of the permanent status teachers currently employed at the 
public school to be converted. 

(3)  A petition shall include a prominent statement that a signature on the 
petition means that the parent or legal guardian is meaningfully interested 
in having their child or ward attend the charter school, or in the case of a 
teacher’s signature, means that the teacher is meaningfully interested in 
teaching at the charter school. The proposed charter shall be attached to the 
petition. 

(4)  After receiving approval of its petition, a charter school that proposes 
to establish operations at one or more additional sites shall request a material 
revision to its charter and shall notify the authority that granted its charter 
of those additional locations. The authority that granted its charter shall 
consider whether to approve those additional locations at an open, public 
meeting. If the additional locations are approved, they shall be a material 
revision to the charter school’s charter. 

(5)  (A)  A charter school that established one site outside the boundaries 
of the school district, but within the county in which that school district is 
located before January 1, 2020, may continue to operate that site until the 
charter school submits a request for the renewal of its charter petition. To 
continue operating the site, the charter school shall do either of the following: 

(i)  First, before submitting the request for the renewal of the charter 
petition, obtain approval in writing from the school district where the site 
is operating. 

(ii)  Submit a request for the renewal of the charter petition pursuant to 
Section 47607 to the school district in which the charter school is located. 

(B)  If a Presidential declaration of a major disaster or emergency is issued 
in accordance with the federal Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 5121 et seq.) for an area in which 
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a charter schoolsite is located and operating, the charter school, for not more 
than five years, may relocate that site outside the area subject to the 
Presidential declaration if the charter school first obtains the written approval 
of the school district where the site is being relocated to. 

(C)  Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), if a charter school was relocated 
from December 31, 2016, to December 31, 2019, inclusive, due to a 
Presidential declaration of a major disaster or emergency in accordance 
with the federal Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance 
Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 5121 et seq.), that charter school shall be allowed to 
return to its original campus location in perpetuity. 

(D)  A charter school located on a federally recognized California Indian 
reservation or rancheria or operated by a federally recognized California 
Indian tribe shall be exempt from the provisions of this paragraph. 

(E)  The department shall regard as a continuing charter school for all 
purposes a charter school that was granted approval of its petition, that was 
providing educational services to pupils prior to October 1, 2019, and is 
authorized by a different chartering authority due to changes to this paragraph 
that took effect January 1, 2020. 

(6)  Commencing January 1, 2003, a petition to establish a charter school 
shall not be approved to serve pupils in a grade level that is not served by 
the school district of the governing board considering the petition, unless 
the petition proposes to serve pupils in all of the grade levels served by that 
school district. 

(b)  No later than 30 days after receiving a petition, in accordance with 
subdivision (a), the governing board of the school district shall hold a public 
hearing on the provisions of the charter, at which time the governing board 
of the school district shall consider the level of support for the petition by 
teachers employed by the school district, other employees of the school 
district, and parents. Following review of the petition and the public hearing, 
the governing board of the school district shall either grant or deny the 
charter within 60 days of receipt of the petition, provided, however, that the 
date may be extended by an additional 30 days if both parties agree to the 
extension. In reviewing petitions for the establishment of charter schools 
pursuant to this section, the chartering authority shall be guided by the intent 
of the Legislature that charter schools are and should become an integral 
part of the California educational system and that the establishment of charter 
schools should be encouraged. The governing board of the school district 
shall grant a charter for the operation of a school under this part if it is 
satisfied that granting the charter is consistent with sound educational 
practice. The governing board of the school district shall not deny a petition 
for the establishment of a charter school unless it makes written factual 
findings, specific to the particular petition, setting forth specific facts to 
support one or more of the following findings: 

(1)  The charter school presents an unsound educational program for the 
pupils to be enrolled in the charter school. 

(2)  The petitioners are demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement 
the program set forth in the petition. 
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(3)  The petition does not contain the number of signatures required by 
subdivision (a). 

(4)  The petition does not contain an affirmation of each of the conditions 
described in subdivision (d). 

(5)  The petition does not contain reasonably comprehensive descriptions 
of all of the following: 

(A)  (i)  The educational program of the charter school, designed, among 
other things, to identify those whom the charter school is attempting to 
educate, what it means to be an “educated person” in the 21st century, and 
how learning best occurs. The goals identified in that program shall include 
the objective of enabling pupils to become self-motivated, competent, and 
lifelong learners. 

(ii)  The annual goals for the charter school for all pupils and for each 
subgroup of pupils identified pursuant to Section 52052, to be achieved in 
the state priorities, as described in paragraphs (2) to (8), inclusive, of 
subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that apply for the grade levels served by 
the charter school, and specific annual actions to achieve those goals. A 
charter petition may identify additional school priorities, the goals for the 
school priorities, and the specific annual actions to achieve those goals. 

(iii)  If the proposed charter school will serve high school pupils, the 
manner in which the charter school will inform parents about the 
transferability of courses to other public high schools and the eligibility of 
courses to meet college entrance requirements. Courses offered by the charter 
school that are accredited by the Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges may be considered transferable and courses approved by the 
University of California or the California State University as creditable 
under the “A to G” admissions criteria may be considered to meet college 
entrance requirements. 

(B)  The measurable pupil outcomes identified for use by the charter 
school. “Pupil outcomes,” for purposes of this part, means the extent to 
which all pupils of the charter school demonstrate that they have attained 
the skills, knowledge, and attitudes specified as goals in the charter school’s 
educational program. Pupil outcomes shall include outcomes that address 
increases in pupil academic achievement both schoolwide and for all groups 
of pupils served by the charter school, as that term is defined in subparagraph 
(B) of paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) of Section 47607. The pupil outcomes 
shall align with the state priorities, as described in paragraphs (2) to (8), 
inclusive, of subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that apply for the grade levels 
served by the charter school. 

(C)  The method by which pupil progress in meeting those pupil outcomes 
is to be measured. To the extent practicable, the method for measuring pupil 
outcomes for state priorities shall be consistent with the way information 
is reported on a school accountability report card. 

(D)  The governance structure of the charter school, including, but not 
limited to, the process to be followed by the charter school to ensure parental 
involvement. 
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(E)  The qualifications to be met by individuals to be employed by the 
charter school. 

(F)  The procedures that the charter school will follow to ensure the health 
and safety of pupils and staff. These procedures shall require all of the 
following: 

(i)  That each employee of the charter school furnish the charter school 
with a criminal record summary as described in Section 44237. 

(ii)  The development of a school safety plan, which shall include the 
safety topics listed in subparagraphs (A) to (J), inclusive, of paragraph (2) 
of subdivision (a) of Section 32282. 

(iii)  That the school safety plan be reviewed and updated by March 1 of 
every year by the charter school. 

(G)  The means by which the charter school will achieve a racial and 
ethnic balance among its pupils that is reflective of the general population 
residing within the territorial jurisdiction of the school district to which the 
charter petition is submitted. 

(H)  Admission policies and procedures, consistent with subdivision (d). 
(I)  The manner in which annual, independent financial audits shall be 

conducted, which shall employ generally accepted accounting principles, 
and the manner in which audit exceptions and deficiencies shall be resolved 
to the satisfaction of the chartering authority. 

(J)  The procedures by which pupils can be suspended or expelled from 
the charter school for disciplinary reasons or otherwise involuntarily removed 
from the charter school for any reason. These procedures, at a minimum, 
shall include an explanation of how the charter school will comply with 
federal and state constitutional procedural and substantive due process 
requirements that is consistent with all of the following: 

(i)  For suspensions of fewer than 10 days, provide oral or written notice 
of the charges against the pupil and, if the pupil denies the charges, an 
explanation of the evidence that supports the charges and an opportunity 
for the pupil to present the pupil’s side of the story. 

(ii)  For suspensions of 10 days or more and all other expulsions for 
disciplinary reasons, both of the following: 

(I)  Provide timely, written notice of the charges against the pupil and an 
explanation of the pupil’s basic rights. 

(II)  Provide a hearing adjudicated by a neutral officer within a reasonable 
number of days at which the pupil has a fair opportunity to present testimony, 
evidence, and witnesses and confront and cross-examine adverse witnesses, 
and at which the pupil has the right to bring legal counsel or an advocate. 

(iii)  Contain a clear statement that no pupil shall be involuntarily removed 
by the charter school for any reason unless the parent or guardian of the 
pupil has been provided written notice of intent to remove the pupil no less 
than five schooldays before the effective date of the action. The written 
notice shall be in the native language of the pupil or the pupil’s parent or 
guardian or, if the pupil is a foster child or youth or a homeless child or 
youth, the pupil’s educational rights holder, and shall inform the pupil, the 
pupil’s parent or guardian, or the pupil’s educational rights holder of the 
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right to initiate the procedures specified in clause (ii) before the effective 
date of the action. If the pupil’s parent, guardian, or educational rights holder 
initiates the procedures specified in clause (ii), the pupil shall remain enrolled 
and shall not be removed until the charter school issues a final decision. For 
purposes of this clause, “involuntarily removed” includes disenrolled, 
dismissed, transferred, or terminated, but does not include suspensions 
specified in clauses (i) and (ii). 

(K)  The manner by which staff members of the charter schools will be 
covered by the State Teachers’ Retirement System, the Public Employees’ 
Retirement System, or federal social security. 

(L)  The public school attendance alternatives for pupils residing within 
the school district who choose not to attend charter schools. 

(M)  The rights of an employee of the school district upon leaving the 
employment of the school district to work in a charter school, and of any 
rights of return to the school district after employment at a charter school. 

(N)  The procedures to be followed by the charter school and the chartering 
authority to resolve disputes relating to provisions of the charter. 

(O)  The procedures to be used if the charter school closes. The procedures 
shall ensure a final audit of the charter school to determine the disposition 
of all assets and liabilities of the charter school, including plans for disposing 
of any net assets and for the maintenance and transfer of pupil records. 

(6)  The petition does not contain a declaration of whether or not the 
charter school shall be deemed the exclusive public employer of the 
employees of the charter school for purposes of Chapter 10.7 (commencing 
with Section 3540) of Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code. 

(c)  (1)  Charter schools shall meet all statewide standards and conduct 
the pupil assessments required pursuant to Section 60605 and any other 
statewide standards authorized in statute or pupil assessments applicable to 
pupils in noncharter public schools. 

(2)  Charter schools shall, on a regular basis, consult with their parents, 
legal guardians, and teachers regarding the charter school’s educational 
programs. 

(d)  (1)  In addition to any other requirement imposed under this part, a 
charter school shall be nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, 
employment practices, and all other operations, shall not charge tuition, and 
shall not discriminate against a pupil on the basis of the characteristics listed 
in Section 220. Except as provided in paragraph (2), admission to a charter 
school shall not be determined according to the place of residence of the 
pupil, or of that pupil’s parent or legal guardian, within this state, except 
that an existing public school converting partially or entirely to a charter 
school under this part shall adopt and maintain a policy giving admission 
preference to pupils who reside within the former attendance area of that 
public school. 

(2)  (A)  A charter school shall admit all pupils who wish to attend the 
charter school. 

(B)  If the number of pupils who wish to attend the charter school exceeds 
the charter school’s capacity, attendance, except for existing pupils of the 
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charter school, shall be determined by a public random drawing. Preference 
shall be extended to pupils currently attending the charter school and pupils 
who reside in the school district except as provided for in Section 47614.5. 
Preferences, including, but not limited to, siblings of pupils admitted or 
attending the charter school and children of the charter school’s teachers, 
staff, and founders identified in the initial charter, may also be permitted 
by the chartering authority on an individual charter school basis. Priority 
order for any preference shall be determined in the charter petition in 
accordance with all of the following: 

(i)  Each type of preference shall be approved by the chartering authority 
at a public hearing. 

(ii)  Preferences shall be consistent with federal law, the California 
Constitution, and Section 200. 

(iii)  Preferences shall not result in limiting enrollment access for pupils 
with disabilities, academically low-achieving pupils, English learners, 
neglected or delinquent pupils, homeless pupils, or pupils who are 
economically disadvantaged, as determined by eligibility for any free or 
reduced-price meal program, foster youth, or pupils based on nationality, 
race, ethnicity, or sexual orientation. 

(iv)  In accordance with Section 49011, preferences shall not require 
mandatory parental volunteer hours as a criterion for admission or continued 
enrollment. 

(C)  In the event of a drawing, the chartering authority shall make 
reasonable efforts to accommodate the growth of the charter school and 
shall not take any action to impede the charter school from expanding 
enrollment to meet pupil demand. 

(3)  If a pupil is expelled or leaves the charter school without graduating 
or completing the school year for any reason, the charter school shall notify 
the superintendent of the school district of the pupil’s last known address 
within 30 days, and shall, upon request, provide that school district with a 
copy of the cumulative record of the pupil, including report cards or a 
transcript of grades, and health information. If the pupil is subsequently 
expelled or leaves the school district without graduating or completing the 
school year for any reason, the school district shall provide this information 
to the charter school within 30 days if the charter school demonstrates that 
the pupil had been enrolled in the charter school. This paragraph applies 
only to pupils subject to compulsory full-time education pursuant to Section 
48200. 

(4)  (A)  A charter school shall not discourage a pupil from enrolling or 
seeking to enroll in the charter school for any reason, including, but not 
limited to, academic performance of the pupil or because the pupil exhibits 
any of the characteristics described in clause (iii) of subparagraph (B) of 
paragraph (2). 

(B)  A charter school shall not request a pupil’s records or require a parent, 
guardian, or pupil to submit the pupil’s records to the charter school before 
enrollment. 
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(C)  A charter school shall not encourage a pupil currently attending the 
charter school to disenroll from the charter school or transfer to another 
school for any reason, including, but not limited to, academic performance 
of the pupil or because the pupil exhibits any of the characteristics described 
in clause (iii) of subparagraph (B) of paragraph (2). This subparagraph shall 
not apply to actions taken by a charter school pursuant to the procedures 
described in subparagraph (J) of paragraph (5) of subdivision (b). 

(D)  The department shall develop a notice of the requirements of this 
paragraph. This notice shall be posted on a charter school’s internet website. 
A charter school shall provide a parent or guardian, or a pupil if the pupil 
is 18 years of age or older, a copy of this notice at all of the following times: 

(i)  When a parent, guardian, or pupil inquires about enrollment. 
(ii)  Before conducting an enrollment lottery. 
(iii)  Before disenrollment of a pupil. 
(E)  (i)  A person who suspects that a charter school has violated this 

paragraph may file a complaint with the chartering authority. 
(ii)  The department shall develop a template to be used for filing 

complaints pursuant to clause (i). 
(5)  Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school in operation as of 

July 1, 2019, that operates in partnership with the California National Guard 
may dismiss a pupil from the charter school for failing to maintain the 
minimum standards of conduct required by the Military Department. 

(e)  The governing board of a school district shall not require an employee 
of the school district to be employed in a charter school. 

(f)  The governing board of a school district shall not require a pupil 
enrolled in the school district to attend a charter school. 

(g)  The governing board of a school district shall require that the 
petitioner or petitioners provide information regarding the proposed operation 
and potential effects of the charter school, including, but not limited to, the 
facilities to be used by the charter school, the manner in which administrative 
services of the charter school are to be provided, and potential civil liability 
effects, if any, upon the charter school and upon the school district. The 
description of the facilities to be used by the charter school shall specify 
where the charter school intends to locate. The petitioner or petitioners also 
shall be required to provide financial statements that include a proposed 
first-year operational budget, including startup costs, and cashflow and 
financial projections for the first three years of operation. 

(h)  In reviewing petitions for the establishment of charter schools within 
the school district, the governing board of the school district shall give 
preference to petitions that demonstrate the capability to provide 
comprehensive learning experiences to pupils identified by the petitioner 
or petitioners as academically low achieving pursuant to the standards 
established by the department under Section 54032, as that section read 
before July 19, 2006. 

(i)  Upon the approval of the petition by the governing board of the school 
district, the petitioner or petitioners shall provide written notice of that 
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approval, including a copy of the petition, to the applicable county 
superintendent of schools, the department, and the state board. 

(j)  (1)  If the governing board of a school district denies a petition, the 
petitioner may elect to submit the petition for the establishment of a charter 
school to the county board of education. The county board of education 
shall review the petition pursuant to subdivision (b). If the petitioner elects 
to submit a petition for establishment of a charter school to the county board 
of education and the county board of education denies the petition, the 
petitioner may file a petition for establishment of a charter school with the 
state board, and the state board may approve the petition, in accordance 
with subdivision (b). A charter school that receives approval of its petition 
from a county board of education or from the state board on appeal shall be 
subject to the same requirements concerning geographic location to which 
it would otherwise be subject if it received approval from the school district 
to which it originally submitted its petition. A charter petition that is 
submitted to either a county board of education or to the state board shall 
meet all otherwise applicable petition requirements, including the 
identification of the proposed site or sites where the charter school will 
operate. 

(2)  In assuming its role as a chartering authority, the state board shall 
develop criteria to be used for the review and approval of charter school 
petitions presented to the state board. The criteria shall address all elements 
required for charter approval, as identified in subdivision (b), and shall 
define “reasonably comprehensive,” as used in paragraph (5) of subdivision 
(b), in a way that is consistent with the intent of this part. Upon satisfactory 
completion of the criteria, the state board shall adopt the criteria on or before 
June 30, 2001. 

(3)  A charter school for which a charter is granted by either the county 
board of education or the state board based on an appeal pursuant to this 
subdivision shall qualify fully as a charter school for all funding and other 
purposes of this part. 

(4)  If either the county board of education or the state board fails to act 
on a petition within 120 days of receipt, the decision of the governing board 
of the school district to deny the petition shall be subject to judicial review. 

(5)  The state board shall adopt regulations implementing this subdivision. 
(6)  Upon the approval of the petition by the county board of education, 

the petitioner or petitioners shall provide written notice of that approval, 
including a copy of the petition, to the department and the state board. 

(k)  (1)  The state board may, by mutual agreement, designate its 
supervisorial and oversight responsibilities for a charter school approved 
by the state board to any local educational agency in the county in which 
the charter school is located or to the governing board of the school district 
that first denied the petition. 

(2)  The designated local educational agency shall have all monitoring 
and supervising authority of a chartering authority, including, but not limited 
to, powers and duties set forth in Section 47607, except the power of 
revocation, which shall remain with the state board. 
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(3)  A charter school that is granted its charter through an appeal to the 
state board and elects to seek renewal of its charter shall, before expiration 
of the charter, submit its petition for renewal to the governing board of the 
school district that initially denied the charter. If the governing board of the 
school district denies the charter school’s petition for renewal, the charter 
school may petition the state board for renewal of its charter. 

(l)  Teachers in charter schools shall hold a Commission on Teacher 
Credentialing certificate, permit, or other document equivalent to that which 
a teacher in other public schools would be required to hold. These documents 
shall be maintained on file at the charter school and are subject to periodic 
inspection by the chartering authority. It is the intent of the Legislature that 
charter schools be given flexibility with regard to noncore, noncollege 
preparatory courses. 

(m)  A charter school shall transmit a copy of its annual, independent 
financial audit report for the preceding fiscal year, as described in 
subparagraph (I) of paragraph (5) of subdivision (b), to its chartering 
authority, the Controller, the county superintendent of schools of the county 
in which the charter school is sited, unless the county board of education 
of the county in which the charter school is sited is the chartering authority, 
and the department by December 15 of each year. This subdivision does 
not apply if the audit of the charter school is encompassed in the audit of 
the chartering authority pursuant to Section 41020. 

(n)  A charter school may encourage parental involvement, but shall notify 
the parents and guardians of applicant pupils and currently enrolled pupils 
that parental involvement is not a requirement for acceptance to, or continued 
enrollment at, the charter school. 

SEC. 1.3. Section 47605 of the Education Code is amended to read: 
47605. (a)  (1)  Except as set forth in paragraph (2), a petition for the 

establishment of a charter school within a school district may be circulated 
by one or more persons seeking to establish the charter school. A petition 
for the establishment of a charter school shall identify a single charter school 
that will operate within the geographic boundaries of that school district. A 
charter school may propose to operate at multiple sites within the school 
district if each location is identified in the charter school petition. The 
petition may be submitted to the governing board of the school district for 
review after either of the following conditions is met: 

(A)  The petition is signed by a number of parents or legal guardians of 
pupils that is equivalent to at least one-half of the number of pupils that the 
charter school estimates will enroll in the charter school for its first year of 
operation. 

(B)  The petition is signed by a number of teachers that is equivalent to 
at least one-half of the number of teachers that the charter school estimates 
will be employed at the charter school during its first year of operation. 

(2)  A petition that proposes to convert an existing public school to a 
charter school that would not be eligible for a loan pursuant to subdivision 
(c) of Section 41365 may be circulated by one or more persons seeking to 
establish the charter school. The petition may be submitted to the governing 
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board of the school district for review after the petition is signed by not less 
than 50 percent of the permanent status teachers currently employed at the 
public school to be converted. 

(3)  A petition shall include a prominent statement that a signature on the 
petition means that the parent or legal guardian is meaningfully interested 
in having their child or ward attend the charter school, or in the case of a 
teacher’s signature, means that the teacher is meaningfully interested in 
teaching at the charter school. The proposed charter shall be attached to the 
petition. 

(4)  After receiving approval of its petition, a charter school that proposes 
to expand operations to one or more additional sites or grade levels shall 
request a material revision to its charter and shall notify the chartering 
authority of those additional locations or grade levels. The chartering 
authority shall consider whether to approve those additional locations or 
grade levels at an open, public meeting. If the additional locations or grade 
levels are approved pursuant to the standards and criteria described in 
subdivision (c), they shall be a material revision to the charter school’s 
charter. 

(5)  (A)  A charter school that established one site outside the boundaries 
of the school district, but within the county in which that school district is 
located before January 1, 2020, may continue to operate that site until the 
charter school submits a request for the renewal of its charter petition. To 
continue operating the site, the charter school shall do either of the following: 

(i)  First, before submitting the request for the renewal of the charter 
petition, obtain approval in writing from the school district where the site 
is operating. 

(ii)  Submit a request for the renewal of the charter petition pursuant to 
Section 47607 to the school district in which the charter school is located. 

(B)  If a Presidential declaration of a major disaster or emergency is issued 
in accordance with the federal Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 5121 et seq.) for an area in which 
a charter schoolsite is located and operating, the charter school, for not more 
than five years, may relocate that site outside the area subject to the 
Presidential declaration if the charter school first obtains the written approval 
of the school district where the site is being relocated to. 

(C)  Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), if a charter school was relocated 
from December 31, 2016, to December 31, 2019, inclusive, due to a 
Presidential declaration of a major disaster or emergency in accordance 
with the federal Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance 
Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 5121 et seq.), that charter school shall be allowed to 
return to its original campus location in perpetuity. 

(D)  A charter school located on a federally recognized California Indian 
reservation or rancheria or operated by a federally recognized California 
Indian tribe shall be exempt from the provisions of this paragraph. 

(E)  The department shall regard as a continuing charter school for all 
purposes a charter school that was granted approval of its petition, that was 
providing educational services to pupils prior to October 1, 2019, and is 
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authorized by a different chartering authority due to changes to this paragraph 
that took effect January 1, 2020. 

(6)  Commencing January 1, 2003, a petition to establish a charter school 
shall not be approved to serve pupils in a grade level that is not served by 
the school district of the governing board considering the petition, unless 
the petition proposes to serve pupils in all of the grade levels served by that 
school district. 

(b)  No later than 60 days after receiving a petition, in accordance with 
subdivision (a), the governing board of the school district shall hold a public 
hearing on the provisions of the charter, at which time the governing board 
of the school district shall consider the level of support for the petition by 
teachers employed by the school district, other employees of the school 
district, and parents. Following review of the petition and the public hearing, 
the governing board of the school district shall either grant or deny the 
charter within 90 days of receipt of the petition, provided, however, that the 
date may be extended by an additional 30 days if both parties agree to the 
extension. A petition is deemed received by the governing board of the 
school district for purposes of commencing the timelines described in this 
subdivision on the day the petitioner submits a petition to the district office, 
along with a signed certification that the petitioner deems the petition to be 
complete. The governing board of the school district shall publish all staff 
recommendations, including the recommended findings and, if applicable, 
the certification from the county superintendent of schools prepared pursuant 
to paragraph (8) of subdivision (c), regarding the petition at least 15 days 
before the public hearing at which the governing board of the school district 
will either grant or deny the charter. At the public hearing at which the 
governing board of the school district will either grant or deny the charter, 
petitioners shall have equivalent time and procedures to present evidence 
and testimony to respond to the staff recommendations and findings. 

(c)  In reviewing petitions for the establishment of charter schools pursuant 
to this section, the chartering authority shall be guided by the intent of the 
Legislature that charter schools are and should become an integral part of 
the California educational system and that the establishment of charter 
schools should be encouraged. The governing board of the school district 
shall grant a charter for the operation of a school under this part if it is 
satisfied that granting the charter is consistent with sound educational 
practice and with the interests of the community in which the school is 
proposing to locate. The governing board of the school district shall consider 
the academic needs of the pupils the school proposes to serve. The governing 
board of the school district shall not deny a petition for the establishment 
of a charter school unless it makes written factual findings, specific to the 
particular petition, setting forth specific facts to support one or more of the 
following findings: 

(1)  The charter school presents an unsound educational program for the 
pupils to be enrolled in the charter school. 

(2)  The petitioners are demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement 
the program set forth in the petition. 
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(3)  The petition does not contain the number of signatures required by 
subdivision (a). 

(4)  The petition does not contain an affirmation of each of the conditions 
described in subdivision (e). 

(5)  The petition does not contain reasonably comprehensive descriptions 
of all of the following: 

(A)  (i)  The educational program of the charter school, designed, among 
other things, to identify those whom the charter school is attempting to 
educate, what it means to be an “educated person” in the 21st century, and 
how learning best occurs. The goals identified in that program shall include 
the objective of enabling pupils to become self-motivated, competent, and 
lifelong learners. 

(ii)  The annual goals for the charter school for all pupils and for each 
subgroup of pupils identified pursuant to Section 52052, to be achieved in 
the state priorities, as described in subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that 
apply for the grade levels served, and specific annual actions to achieve 
those goals. A charter petition may identify additional school priorities, the 
goals for the school priorities, and the specific annual actions to achieve 
those goals. 

(iii)  If the proposed charter school will serve high school pupils, the 
manner in which the charter school will inform parents about the 
transferability of courses to other public high schools and the eligibility of 
courses to meet college entrance requirements. Courses offered by the charter 
school that are accredited by the Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges may be considered transferable and courses approved by the 
University of California or the California State University as creditable 
under the “A to G” admissions criteria may be considered to meet college 
entrance requirements. 

(B)  The measurable pupil outcomes identified for use by the charter 
school. “Pupil outcomes,” for purposes of this part, means the extent to 
which all pupils of the charter school demonstrate that they have attained 
the skills, knowledge, and attitudes specified as goals in the charter school’s 
educational program. Pupil outcomes shall include outcomes that address 
increases in pupil academic achievement both schoolwide and for all pupil 
subgroups served by the charter school, as that term is defined in subdivision 
(a) of Section 52052. The pupil outcomes shall align with the state priorities, 
as described in subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that apply for the grade 
levels served by the charter school. 

(C)  The method by which pupil progress in meeting those pupil outcomes 
is to be measured. To the extent practicable, the method for measuring pupil 
outcomes for state priorities shall be consistent with the way information 
is reported on a school accountability report card. 

(D)  The governance structure of the charter school, including, but not 
limited to, the process to be followed by the charter school to ensure parental 
involvement. 

(E)  The qualifications to be met by individuals to be employed by the 
charter school. 
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(F)  The procedures that the charter school will follow to ensure the health 
and safety of pupils and staff. These procedures shall require all of the 
following: 

(i)  That each employee of the charter school furnish the charter school 
with a criminal record summary as described in Section 44237. 

(ii)  The development of a school safety plan, which shall include the 
safety topics listed in subparagraphs (A) to (J), inclusive, of paragraph (2) 
of subdivision (a) of Section 32282. 

(iii)  That the school safety plan be reviewed and updated by March 1 of 
every year by the charter school. 

(G)  The means by which the charter school will achieve a balance of 
racial and ethnic pupils, special education pupils, and English learner pupils, 
including redesignated fluent English proficient pupils, as defined by the 
evaluation rubrics in Section 52064.5, that is reflective of the general 
population residing within the territorial jurisdiction of the school district 
to which the charter petition is submitted. Upon renewal, for a charter school 
not deemed to be a local educational agency for purposes of special education 
pursuant to Section 47641, the chartering authority may consider the effect 
of school placements made by the chartering authority in providing a free 
and appropriate public education as required by the federal Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (Public Law 101-476), on the balance of pupils 
with disabilities at the charter school. 

(H)  Admission policies and procedures, consistent with subdivision (e). 
(I)  The manner in which annual, independent financial audits shall be 

conducted, which shall employ generally accepted accounting principles, 
and the manner in which audit exceptions and deficiencies shall be resolved 
to the satisfaction of the chartering authority. 

(J)  The procedures by which pupils can be suspended or expelled from 
the charter school for disciplinary reasons or otherwise involuntarily removed 
from the charter school for any reason. These procedures, at a minimum, 
shall include an explanation of how the charter school will comply with 
federal and state constitutional procedural and substantive due process 
requirements that is consistent with all of the following: 

(i)  For suspensions of fewer than 10 days, provide oral or written notice 
of the charges against the pupil and, if the pupil denies the charges, an 
explanation of the evidence that supports the charges and an opportunity 
for the pupil to present the pupil’s side of the story. 

(ii)  For suspensions of 10 days or more and all other expulsions for 
disciplinary reasons, both of the following: 

(I)  Provide timely, written notice of the charges against the pupil and an 
explanation of the pupil’s basic rights. 

(II)  Provide a hearing adjudicated by a neutral officer within a reasonable 
number of days at which the pupil has a fair opportunity to present testimony, 
evidence, and witnesses and confront and cross-examine adverse witnesses, 
and at which the pupil has the right to bring legal counsel or an advocate. 

(iii)  Contain a clear statement that no pupil shall be involuntarily removed 
by the charter school for any reason unless the parent or guardian of the 
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pupil has been provided written notice of intent to remove the pupil no less 
than five schooldays before the effective date of the action. The written 
notice shall be in the native language of the pupil or the pupil’s parent or 
guardian or, if the pupil is a foster child or youth or a homeless child or 
youth, the pupil’s educational rights holder, and shall inform the pupil, the 
pupil’s parent or guardian, or the pupil’s educational rights holder of the 
right to initiate the procedures specified in clause (ii) before the effective 
date of the action. If the pupil’s parent, guardian, or educational rights holder 
initiates the procedures specified in clause (ii), the pupil shall remain enrolled 
and shall not be removed until the charter school issues a final decision. For 
purposes of this clause, “involuntarily removed” includes disenrolled, 
dismissed, transferred, or terminated, but does not include suspensions 
specified in clauses (i) and (ii). 

(K)  The manner by which staff members of the charter schools will be 
covered by the State Teachers’ Retirement System, the Public Employees’ 
Retirement System, or federal social security. 

(L)  The public school attendance alternatives for pupils residing within 
the school district who choose not to attend charter schools. 

(M)  The rights of an employee of the school district upon leaving the 
employment of the school district to work in a charter school, and of any 
rights of return to the school district after employment at a charter school. 

(N)  The procedures to be followed by the charter school and the chartering 
authority to resolve disputes relating to provisions of the charter. 

(O)  The procedures to be used if the charter school closes. The procedures 
shall ensure a final audit of the charter school to determine the disposition 
of all assets and liabilities of the charter school, including plans for disposing 
of any net assets and for the maintenance and transfer of pupil records. 

(6)  The petition does not contain a declaration of whether or not the 
charter school shall be deemed the exclusive public employer of the 
employees of the charter school for purposes of Chapter 10.7 (commencing 
with Section 3540) of Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code. 

(7)  The charter school is demonstrably unlikely to serve the interests of 
the entire community in which the school is proposing to locate. Analysis 
of this finding shall include consideration of the fiscal impact of the proposed 
charter school. A written factual finding under this paragraph shall detail 
specific facts and circumstances that analyze and consider the following 
factors: 

(A)  The extent to which the proposed charter school would substantially 
undermine existing services, academic offerings, or programmatic offerings. 

(B)  Whether the proposed charter school would duplicate a program 
currently offered within the school district and the existing program has 
sufficient capacity for the pupils proposed to be served within reasonable 
proximity to where the charter school intends to locate. 

(8)  The school district is not positioned to absorb the fiscal impact of the 
proposed charter school. A school district satisfies this paragraph if it has 
a qualified interim certification pursuant to Section 1240 and the county 
superintendent of schools, in consultation with the County Office Fiscal 

90 

— 36 — Ch. 487 

  

CA State Board of Education Page 210 of 567

 

PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e227 



Crisis and Management Assistance Team, certifies that approving the charter 
school would result in the school district having a negative interim 
certification pursuant to Section 1240, has a negative interim certification 
pursuant to Section 1240, or is under state receivership. Charter schools 
proposed in a school district satisfying one of these conditions shall be 
subject to a rebuttable presumption of denial. 

(d)  (1)  Charter schools shall meet all statewide standards and conduct 
the pupil assessments required pursuant to Section 60605 and any other 
statewide standards authorized in statute or pupil assessments applicable to 
pupils in noncharter public schools. 

(2)  Charter schools shall, on a regular basis, consult with their parents, 
legal guardians, and teachers regarding the charter school’s educational 
programs. 

(e)  (1)  In addition to any other requirement imposed under this part, a 
charter school shall be nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, 
employment practices, and all other operations, shall not charge tuition, and 
shall not discriminate against a pupil on the basis of the characteristics listed 
in Section 220. Except as provided in paragraph (2), admission to a charter 
school shall not be determined according to the place of residence of the 
pupil, or of that pupil’s parent or legal guardian, within this state, except 
that an existing public school converting partially or entirely to a charter 
school under this part shall adopt and maintain a policy giving admission 
preference to pupils who reside within the former attendance area of that 
public school. 

(2)  (A)  A charter school shall admit all pupils who wish to attend the 
charter school. 

(B)  If the number of pupils who wish to attend the charter school exceeds 
the charter school’s capacity, attendance, except for existing pupils of the 
charter school, shall be determined by a public random drawing. Preference 
shall be extended to pupils currently attending the charter school and pupils 
who reside in the school district except as provided for in Section 47614.5. 
Preferences, including, but not limited to, siblings of pupils admitted or 
attending the charter school and children of the charter school’s teachers, 
staff, and founders identified in the initial charter, may also be permitted 
by the chartering authority on an individual charter school basis. Priority 
order for any preference shall be determined in the charter petition in 
accordance with all of the following: 

(i)  Each type of preference shall be approved by the chartering authority 
at a public hearing. 

(ii)  Preferences shall be consistent with federal law, the California 
Constitution, and Section 200. 

(iii)  Preferences shall not result in limiting enrollment access for pupils 
with disabilities, academically low-achieving pupils, English learners, 
neglected or delinquent pupils, homeless pupils, or pupils who are 
economically disadvantaged, as determined by eligibility for any free or 
reduced-price meal program, foster youth, or pupils based on nationality, 
race, ethnicity, or sexual orientation. 
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(iv)  In accordance with Section 49011, preferences shall not require 
mandatory parental volunteer hours as a criterion for admission or continued 
enrollment. 

(C)  In the event of a drawing, the chartering authority shall make 
reasonable efforts to accommodate the growth of the charter school and 
shall not take any action to impede the charter school from expanding 
enrollment to meet pupil demand. 

(3)  If a pupil is expelled or leaves the charter school without graduating 
or completing the school year for any reason, the charter school shall notify 
the superintendent of the school district of the pupil’s last known address 
within 30 days, and shall, upon request, provide that school district with a 
copy of the cumulative record of the pupil, including report cards or a 
transcript of grades, and health information. If the pupil is subsequently 
expelled or leaves the school district without graduating or completing the 
school year for any reason, the school district shall provide this information 
to the charter school within 30 days if the charter school demonstrates that 
the pupil had been enrolled in the charter school. This paragraph applies 
only to pupils subject to compulsory full-time education pursuant to Section 
48200. 

(4)  (A)  A charter school shall not discourage a pupil from enrolling or 
seeking to enroll in the charter school for any reason, including, but not 
limited to, academic performance of the pupil or because the pupil exhibits 
any of the characteristics described in clause (iii) of subparagraph (B) of 
paragraph (2). 

(B)  A charter school shall not request a pupil’s records or require a parent, 
guardian, or pupil to submit the pupil’s records to the charter school before 
enrollment. 

(C)  A charter school shall not encourage a pupil currently attending the 
charter school to disenroll from the charter school or transfer to another 
school for any reason, including, but not limited to, academic performance 
of the pupil or because the pupil exhibits any of the characteristics described 
in clause (iii) of subparagraph (B) of paragraph (2). This subparagraph shall 
not apply to actions taken by a charter school pursuant to the procedures 
described in subparagraph (J) of paragraph (5) of subdivision (c). 

(D)  The department shall develop a notice of the requirements of this 
paragraph. This notice shall be posted on a charter school’s internet website. 
A charter school shall provide a parent or guardian, or a pupil if the pupil 
is 18 years of age or older, a copy of this notice at all of the following times: 

(i)  When a parent, guardian, or pupil inquires about enrollment. 
(ii)  Before conducting an enrollment lottery. 
(iii)  Before disenrollment of a pupil. 
(E)  (i)  A person who suspects that a charter school has violated this 

paragraph may file a complaint with the chartering authority. 
(ii)  The department shall develop a template to be used for filing 

complaints pursuant to clause (i). 
(5)  Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school in operation as of 

July 1, 2019, that operates in partnership with the California National Guard 
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may dismiss a pupil from the charter school for failing to maintain the 
minimum standards of conduct required by the Military Department. 

(f)  The governing board of a school district shall not require an employee 
of the school district to be employed in a charter school. 

(g)  The governing board of a school district shall not require a pupil 
enrolled in the school district to attend a charter school. 

(h)  The governing board of a school district shall require that the 
petitioner or petitioners provide information regarding the proposed operation 
and potential effects of the charter school, including, but not limited to, the 
facilities to be used by the charter school, the manner in which administrative 
services of the charter school are to be provided, and potential civil liability 
effects, if any, upon the charter school and upon the school district. The 
description of the facilities to be used by the charter school shall specify 
where the charter school intends to locate. The petitioner or petitioners also 
shall be required to provide financial statements that include a proposed 
first-year operational budget, including startup costs, and cashflow and 
financial projections for the first three years of operation. If the school is 
to be operated by, or as, a nonprofit public benefit corporation, the petitioner 
shall provide the names and relevant qualifications of all persons whom the 
petitioner nominates to serve on the governing body of the charter school. 

(i)  In reviewing petitions for the establishment of charter schools within 
the school district, the governing board of the school district shall give 
preference to petitions that demonstrate the capability to provide 
comprehensive learning experiences to pupils identified by the petitioner 
or petitioners as academically low achieving pursuant to the standards 
established by the department under Section 54032, as that section read 
before July 19, 2006. 

(j)  Upon the approval of the petition by the governing board of the school 
district, the petitioner or petitioners shall provide written notice of that 
approval, including a copy of the petition, to the applicable county 
superintendent of schools, the department, and the state board. 

(k)  (1)  (A)  (i)  If the governing board of a school district denies a 
petition, the petitioner may elect to submit the petition for the establishment 
of a charter school to the county board of education. The petitioner shall 
submit the petition to the county board of education within 30 days of a 
denial by the governing board of the school district. At the same time the 
petition is submitted to the county board of education, the petitioner shall 
also provide a copy of the petition to the school district. The county board 
of education shall review the petition pursuant to subdivisions (b) and (c). 
If the petition submitted on appeal contains new or different material terms, 
the county board of education shall immediately remand the petition to the 
governing board of the school district for reconsideration, which shall grant 
or deny the petition within 30 days. If the governing board of the school 
district denies a petition after reconsideration, the petitioner may elect to 
resubmit the petition for the establishment of a charter school to the county 
board of education. 

90 

Ch. 487 — 39 — 

  

CA State Board of Education Page 213 of 567

 

PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e230 



(ii)  The county board of education shall review the appeal petition 
pursuant to subdivision (c). If the denial of the petition was made pursuant 
to paragraph (8) of subdivision (c), the county board of education shall also 
review the school district’s findings pursuant to paragraph (8) of subdivision 
(c). 

(iii)  As used in this subdivision, “material terms” of the petition means 
the signatures, affirmations, disclosures, documents, and descriptions 
described in subdivisions (a), (b), (c), and (h), but shall not include minor 
administrative updates to the petition or related documents due to changes 
in circumstances based on the passage of time related to fiscal affairs, 
facilities arrangements, or state law, or to reflect the county board of 
education as the chartering authority. 

(B)  If the governing board of a school district denies a petition and the 
county lacks an independent county board of education, the petitioner may 
elect to submit the petition for the establishment of a charter school to the 
state board. The state board shall review the petition pursuant to this 
paragraph. If the denial of a charter petition is reversed by the state board, 
the state board shall designate the governing board of the school district in 
which the charter school is located as the chartering authority. 

(2)  If the county board of education denies a petition, the petitioner may 
appeal that denial to the state board. 

(A)  The petitioner shall submit the petition to the state board within 30 
days of a denial by the county board of education. The petitioner shall 
include the findings and documentary record from the governing board of 
the school district and the county board of education and a written 
submission detailing, with specific citations to the documentary record, how 
the governing board of the school district or the county board of education, 
or both, abused their discretion. The governing board of the school district 
and county board of education shall prepare the documentary record, 
including transcripts of the public hearing at which the governing board of 
the school district and county board of education denied the charter, at the 
request of the petitioner. The documentary record shall be prepared by the 
governing board of the school district and county board of education no 
later than 10 business days after the request of the petitioner is made. At 
the same time the petition and supporting documentation is submitted to 
the state board, the petitioner shall also provide a copy of the petition and 
supporting documentation to the school district and the county board of 
education. 

(B)  If the appeal contains new or different material terms, as defined in 
clause (iii) of subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1), the state board shall 
immediately remand the petition to the governing board of the school district 
to which the petition was submitted for reconsideration. The governing 
board of the school district shall grant or deny the petition within 30 days. 
If the governing board of the school district denies a petition after 
reconsideration, the petitioner may elect to resubmit the petition to the state 
board. 
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(C)  Within 30 days of receipt of the appeal submitted to the state board, 
the governing board of the school district or county board of education may 
submit a written opposition to the state board detailing, with specific citations 
to the documentary record, how the governing board of the school district 
or the county board of education did not abuse its discretion in denying the 
petition. The governing board of the school district or the county board of 
education may submit supporting documentation or evidence from the 
documentary record that was considered by the governing board of the 
school district or the county board of education. 

(D)  The state board’s Advisory Commission on Charter Schools shall 
hold a public hearing to review the appeal and documentary record. Based 
on its review, the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools shall submit a 
recommendation to the state board whether there is sufficient evidence to 
hear the appeal or to summarily deny review of the appeal based on the 
documentary record. If the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools does 
not submit a recommendation to the state board, the state board shall consider 
the appeal, and shall either hear the appeal or summarily deny review of 
the appeal based on the documentary record at a regular public meeting of 
the state board. 

(E)  The state board shall either hear the appeal or summarily deny review 
of the appeal based on the documentary record. If the state board hears the 
appeal, the state board may affirm the determination of the governing board 
of the school district or the county board of education, or both of those 
determinations, or may reverse only upon a determination that there was an 
abuse of discretion. If the denial of a charter petition is reversed by the state 
board, the state board shall designate, in consultation with the petitioner, 
either the governing board of the school district or the county board of 
education in which the charter school is located as the chartering authority. 

(3)  A charter school for which a charter is granted by either the county 
board of education or the state board based on an appeal pursuant to this 
subdivision shall qualify fully as a charter school for all funding and other 
purposes of this part. 

(4)  A charter school that receives approval of its petition from a county 
board of education or from the state board on appeal shall be subject to the 
same requirements concerning geographic location to which it would 
otherwise be subject if it received approval from the chartering authority to 
which it originally submitted its petition. A charter petition that is submitted 
to either a county board of education or to the state board shall meet all 
otherwise applicable petition requirements, including the identification of 
the proposed site or sites where the charter school will operate. 

(5)  Upon the approval of the petition by the county board of education, 
the petition or petitioners shall provide written notice of that approval, 
including a copy of the petition, to the governing board of the school district 
in which the charter school is located, the department, and the state board. 

(6)  If either the county board of education or the state board fails to act 
on a petition within 180 days of receipt, the decision of the governing board 
of the school district to deny the petition shall be subject to judicial review. 
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(l)  (1)  Teachers in charter schools shall hold the Commission on Teacher 
Credentialing certificate, permit, or other document required for the teacher’s 
certificated assignment. These documents shall be maintained on file at the 
charter school and are subject to periodic inspection by the chartering 
authority. A governing body of a direct-funded charter school may use local 
assignment options authorized in statute and regulations for the purpose of 
legally assigning certificated teachers, in accordance with all of the 
requirements of the applicable statutes or regulations in the same manner 
as a governing board of a school district. A charter school shall have 
authority to request an emergency permit or a waiver from the Commission 
on Teacher Credentialing for individuals in the same manner as a school 
district. 

(2)  By July 1, 2020, all teachers in charter schools shall obtain a certificate 
of clearance and satisfy the requirements for professional fitness pursuant 
to Sections 44339, 44340, and 44341. 

(3)  The Commission on Teacher Credentialing shall include in the 
bulletins it issues pursuant to subdivision (k) of Section 44237 to provide 
notification to local educational agencies of any adverse actions taken against 
the holders of any commission documents, notice of any adverse actions 
taken against teachers employed by charter schools and shall make this 
bulletin available to all chartering authorities and charter schools in the 
same manner in which it is made available to local educational agencies. 

(m)  A charter school shall transmit a copy of its annual, independent 
financial audit report for the preceding fiscal year, as described in 
subparagraph (I) of paragraph (5) of subdivision (c), to its chartering 
authority, the Controller, the county superintendent of schools of the county 
in which the charter school is sited, unless the county board of education 
of the county in which the charter school is sited is the chartering authority, 
and the department by December 15 of each year. This subdivision does 
not apply if the audit of the charter school is encompassed in the audit of 
the chartering authority pursuant to Section 41020. 

(n)  A charter school may encourage parental involvement, but shall notify 
the parents and guardians of applicant pupils and currently enrolled pupils 
that parental involvement is not a requirement for acceptance to, or continued 
enrollment at, the charter school. 

(o)  The requirements of this section shall not be waived by the state board 
pursuant to Section 33050 or any other law. 

SEC. 2. Section 47605.1 of the Education Code is amended to read: 
47605.1. (a)  (1)  Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school that 

is granted a charter from the governing board of a school district or county 
office of education after July 1, 2002, and commences providing educational 
services to pupils on or after July 1, 2002, shall locate in accordance with 
the geographic and site limitations of this part. 

(2)  Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school that is granted a 
charter by the state board after July 1, 2002, and commences providing 
educational services to pupils on or after July 1, 2002, based on the denial 
of a petition by the governing board of a school district or county board of 
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education, as described in paragraphs (1) and (2) of subdivision (j) of Section 
47605, may locate only within the geographic boundaries of the chartering 
entity that initially denied the petition for the charter. 

(3)  A charter school that receives approval of its charter from a governing 
board of a school district, a county office of education, or the state board 
before July 1, 2002, but does not commence operations until after January 
1, 2003, shall be subject to the geographic limitations of this part, in 
accordance with subdivision (d). 

(b)  This section is not intended to affect the admission requirements 
contained in subdivision (d) of Section 47605. 

(c)  (1)  A charter school may establish one resource center, meeting 
space, or other satellite facility within the jurisdiction of the school district 
where the charter school is physically located if the following conditions 
are met: 

(A)  The facility is used exclusively for the educational support of pupils 
who are enrolled in nonclassroom-based independent study of the charter 
school. 

(B)  The charter school provides its primary educational services in, and 
a majority of the pupils it serves are residents of, the county in which the 
charter school is authorized. 

(2)  Except as provided in paragraphs (5) to (9), inclusive, a charter school 
shall not establish a resource center, meeting space, or other satellite facility 
in any other location than the one authorized in paragraph (1). 

(3)  A charter school shall notify the charter school’s chartering authority 
of the name and physical location of any resource center, meeting space, or 
other satellite facility operated by that charter school. 

(4)  Notwithstanding Section 33050 or any other law, the state board shall 
not waive the restrictions listed in this subdivision. 

(5)  (A)  A charter school that was operating a resource center, meeting 
space, or other satellite facility outside the jurisdiction of the school district 
where the charter school is physically located before January 1, 2020, may 
continue to operate the resource center, meeting space, or other satellite 
facility until the charter school submits a request for the renewal of its charter 
petition. To continue operating the resource center, meeting space, or other 
satellite facility, the charter school, before submitting the request to the 
charter school’s chartering authority for the renewal of the charter petition, 
shall first obtain approval in writing from the school district where the 
resource center, meeting space, or other satellite facility is operating. 

(B)  The department shall regard as a continuing charter school for all 
purposes a nonclassroom-based charter school that was granted approval 
of its petition, that was providing educational services to pupils prior to 
October 1, 2019, and is authorized by a different chartering authority due 
to changes to this subdivision by the addition of this paragraph that took 
effect January 1, 2020. 

(6)  A countywide charter school approved by a county office of education 
that is operating a resource center, meeting space, or other satellite facility 
in a county other than the county in which the countywide charter school 
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is authorized before January 1, 2020, may continue to operate that resource 
center, meeting space, or other satellite facility until the countywide charter 
school submits a request for the renewal of its charter petition. To continue 
operating the resource center, meeting space, or other satellite facility, the 
countywide charter school, before submitting the request to the countywide 
charter school’s chartering authority for the renewal of the charter petition, 
shall obtain approval in writing from the county office of education where 
the resource center, meeting space, or other satellite facility is operating. 

(7)  If a Presidential declaration of a major disaster or emergency is issued 
in accordance with the federal Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 5121 et seq.) for an area in which 
a charter school is operating a resource center, meeting space, or other 
satellite facility, the charter school, for not more than five years, may relocate 
the resource center, meeting space, or other satellite facility outside the area 
subject to the Presidential declaration if the charter school first obtains the 
written approval of the school district where the resource center, meeting 
space, or other satellite facility is being relocated to. 

(8)  A charter school may establish additional resource centers, meetings 
spaces, or other satellite facilities within the jurisdiction of the charter 
school’s chartering authority only if both of the following are met: 

(A)  The charter school is physically located within the boundaries of the 
charter school’s chartering authority. 

(B)  The charter school has obtained written approval from the charter 
school’s chartering authority for each additional resource center, meeting 
space, or other satellite facility. 

(9)  (A)  Notwithstanding paragraph (5), a charter school that operates a 
resource center located in a school district outside of the boundaries of the 
charter school’s authorizing school district may continue to operate the 
existing resource center if all of the following conditions are met: 

(i)  The charter school operating the resource center is authorized by, and 
physically located in, a school district adjacent to a school district with an 
enrollment of at least 500,000 pupils. 

(ii)  The charter school operating the resource center was established 
before January 1, 2009. 

(iii)  The resource center is physically located in a school district with an 
enrollment of at least 500,000 pupils and was established before January 1, 
2011. 

(iv)  The resource center serves a pupil population of which at least 50 
percent of the pupils are currently or formerly on probation or were formerly 
incarcerated individuals. 

(B)  A charter school described in this paragraph shall not establish a new 
resource center outside of the boundaries of the charter school’s authorizing 
school district. 

(d)  (1)  For a charter school that was granted approval of its charter before 
July 1, 2002, and provided educational services to pupils before July 1, 
2002, this section only applies to new educational services or schoolsites 
established or acquired by the charter school on or after July 1, 2002. 
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(2)  For a charter school that was granted approval of its charter before 
July 1, 2002, but did not provide educational services to pupils before July 
1, 2002, this section only applies upon the expiration of a charter that is in 
existence on January 1, 2003. 

(3)  Notwithstanding other implementation timelines in this section, by 
June 30, 2005, or upon the expiration of a charter that is in existence on 
January 1, 2003, whichever is later, all charter schools shall be required to 
comply with this section for schoolsites at which educational services are 
provided to pupils before or after July 1, 2002, regardless of whether the 
charter school initially received approval of its charter school petition before 
July 1, 2002. To achieve compliance with this section, a charter school shall 
be required to receive approval of a charter petition in accordance with this 
section and Section 47605. 

(4)  This section is not intended to affect the authority of a governmental 
entity to revoke a charter that is granted on or before the effective date of 
this section. 

(e)  A charter school that submits its petition directly to a county board 
of education, as authorized by Section 47605.5 or 47605.6, may establish 
charter school operations only within the geographical boundaries of the 
county in which that county board of education has jurisdiction. 

(f)  Notwithstanding any other law, the jurisdictional limitations set forth 
in this section do not apply to a charter school that provides instruction 
exclusively in partnership with any of the following: 

(1)  The federal Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (29 U.S.C. 
Sec. 3101 et seq.). 

(2)  Federally affiliated Youth Build programs. 
(3)  Federal job corps training or instruction provided pursuant to a 

memorandum of understanding with the federal provider. 
(4)  The California Conservation Corps or local conservation corps 

certified by the California Conservation Corps pursuant to Sections 14507.5 
or 14406 of the Public Resources Code. 

(5)  Instruction provided to juvenile court school pupils pursuant to 
subdivision (b) of Section 42238.18 or pursuant to Section 1981 for 
individuals who are placed in a residential facility. 

SEC. 3. Section 60640 of the Education Code is amended to read: 
60640. (a)  There is hereby established the California Assessment of 

Student Performance and Progress, to be known as the CAASPP. 
(b)  Commencing with the 2013–14 school year, the CAASPP shall be 

composed of all of the following: 
(1)  (A)  A consortium summative assessment in English language arts 

and mathematics for grades 3 to 8, inclusive, and grade 11 that measures 
content standards adopted by the state board. 

(B)  In the 2013–14 school year, the consortium summative assessment 
in English language arts and mathematics shall be a field test only, to enable 
the consortium to gauge the validity and reliability of these assessments and 
to conduct all necessary psychometric procedures and studies, including, 
but not necessarily limited to, achievement standard setting, and to allow 
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the department to conduct studies regarding full implementation of the 
assessment system. These field tests and results shall not be used for any 
other purpose, including the calculation of any accountability measure. 

(2)  (A)  Science grade level assessments in grades 5, 8, and 10 that 
measure content standards adopted pursuant to Section 60605, until a 
successor assessment is implemented pursuant to subparagraph (B). 

(B)  For science assessments, the Superintendent shall make a 
recommendation to the state board as soon as is feasible after the adoption 
of science content standards pursuant to former Section 60605.85, as that 
section read on June 30, 2014, regarding the assessment of the newly adopted 
standards. Before making recommendations, the Superintendent shall consult 
with stakeholders, including, but not necessarily limited to, California science 
teachers, individuals with expertise in assessing English learners and pupils 
with disabilities, parents, and measurement experts, regarding the grade 
level and type of assessment. The recommendations shall include cost 
estimates and a plan for implementation of at least one assessment in each 
of the following grade spans: 

(i)  Grades 3 to 5, inclusive. 
(ii)  Grades 6 to 9, inclusive. 
(iii)  Grades 10 to 12, inclusive. 
(3)  The California Alternate Performance Assessment in grades 2 to 11, 

inclusive, in English language arts and mathematics and science in grades 
5, 8, and 10, which measures content standards adopted pursuant to Section 
60605 until a successor assessment is implemented. The successor 
assessment shall be limited to the grades and subject areas assessed pursuant 
to paragraph (1) and subparagraph (B) of paragraph (2). 

(4)  The Early Assessment Program established by Chapter 6 (commencing 
with Section 99300) of Part 65 of Division 14 of Title 3. 

(5)  (A)  A local educational agency may administer a primary language 
assessment aligned to the English language arts standards adopted pursuant 
to Section 60605, as it read on January 1, 2013, to pupils who are identified 
as limited English proficient and enrolled in any of grades 2 to 11, inclusive, 
until a subsequent primary language assessment aligned to the common 
core standards in English language arts adopted pursuant to Section 60605.8 
is developed pursuant to subparagraph (E). 

(B)  If a local educational agency chooses to administer a primary 
language assessment to pupils identified as limited English proficient and 
enrolled in any of grades 2 to 11, inclusive, pursuant to subparagraph (A), 
it shall notify the department in a manner to be determined by the department 
and the costs shall be paid by the state and included as part of the testing 
contract, and the department shall provide the local educational agency a 
per pupil apportionment for administering the assessment pursuant to 
subdivision (l). 

(C)  The Superintendent shall consult with stakeholders, including 
assessment and English learner experts, to determine the content and purpose 
of a stand-alone language arts summative assessment in primary languages 
other than English that aligns with the English language arts content 
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standards. The Superintendent shall consider the appropriate purpose for 
this assessment, including, but not necessarily limited to, support for the 
State Seal of Biliteracy and accountability. It is the intent of the Legislature 
that an assessment developed pursuant to this section be included in the 
state accountability system. 

(D)  The Superintendent shall report and make recommendations to the 
state board at a regularly scheduled public meeting no sooner than one year 
after the first full administration of the consortium computer-adaptive 
assessments in English language arts and mathematics summative 
assessments in grades 3 to 8, inclusive, and grade 11, regarding an 
implementation timeline and estimated costs of a stand-alone language arts 
summative assessment in primary languages other than English. 

(E)  The Superintendent shall develop, and the state board shall adopt, a 
primary language assessment. The Superintendent shall administer this 
assessment no later than the 2016–17 school year. 

(F)  This paragraph shall be operative only to the extent that funding is 
provided in the annual Budget Act or another statute for the purpose of this 
section. 

(c)  No later than March 1, 2016, the Superintendent shall submit to the 
state board recommendations on expanding the CAASPP to include 
additional assessments, for consideration at a regularly scheduled public 
meeting. The Superintendent shall also submit these recommendations to 
the appropriate policy and fiscal committees of the Legislature and to the 
Director of Finance in accordance with all of the following: 

(1)  In consultation with stakeholders, including, but not necessarily 
limited to, California teachers, individuals with expertise in assessing English 
learners and pupils with disabilities, parents, and measurement experts, the 
Superintendent shall make recommendations regarding assessments, 
including the grade level, content, and type of assessment. These 
recommendations shall take into consideration the assessments already 
administered or planned pursuant to subdivision (b). The Superintendent 
shall consider the use of consortium-developed assessments, various item 
types, computer-based testing, and a timeline for implementation. 

(2)  The recommendations shall consider assessments in subjects, 
including, but not necessarily limited to, history-social science, technology, 
visual and performing arts, and other subjects as appropriate, as well as 
English language arts, mathematics, and science assessments to augment 
the assessments required under subdivision (b), and the use of various 
assessment options, including, but not necessarily limited to, computer-based 
tests, locally scored performance tasks, and portfolios. 

(3)  The recommendations shall include the use of an assessment calendar 
that would schedule the assessments identified pursuant to paragraph (2) 
over several years, the use of matrix sampling, if appropriate, and the use 
of population sampling. 

(4)  The recommendations shall include a timeline for test development, 
and shall include cost estimates for subject areas, as appropriate. 
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(5)  Upon approval by the state board and the appropriation of funding 
for this purpose, the Superintendent shall develop and administer approved 
assessments. The state board shall approve test blueprints, achievement 
level descriptors, testing periods, performance standards, and a reporting 
plan for each approved assessment. 

(6)  The Superintendent shall convene an advisory panel, consisting of, 
but not necessarily limited to, secondary teachers, school administrators, 
school board members, parents, a student chosen from among the two 
finalists who were not appointed by the Governor to serve as the student 
member on the state board pursuant to Section 33000.5, representatives of 
a dropout recovery charter school operating pursuant to subdivision (f) of 
Section 47605.1, measurement experts, and individuals with expertise in 
assessing English learners and pupils with disabilities, to provide 
recommendations to the Superintendent on the continuation of the high 
school exit examination, described in Chapter 9 (commencing with Section 
60850), and on alternative pathways to satisfy the high school graduation 
requirements pursuant to Sections 51224.5 and 51225.3. 

(d)  For the 2013–14 and 2014–15 school years, the department shall 
make available to local educational agencies Standardized Testing and 
Reporting Program test forms no longer required by the CAASPP. The cost 
of implementing this subdivision, including, but not necessarily limited to, 
shipping, printing, scoring, and reporting per pupil shall be the same for all 
local educational agencies, and shall not exceed the marginal cost of the 
assessment, including any cost the department incurs to implement this 
section. A local educational agency that chooses to administer an assessment 
pursuant to this subdivision shall do so at its own expense, and shall enter 
into an agreement for that purpose with a contractor, subject to the approval 
of the department. 

(e)  The Superintendent shall make available a paper and pencil version 
of any computer-based CAASPP assessment for use by pupils who are 
unable to access the computer-based version of the assessment for a 
maximum of three years after a new operational test is first administered. 

(f)  (1)  From the funds available for that purpose, each local educational 
agency shall administer assessments to each of its pupils pursuant to 
subdivision (b). As allowable by federal statute, recently arrived English 
learner pupils are exempted from taking the assessment in English language 
arts. The state board shall establish a testing period to provide that all schools 
administer these tests to pupils at approximately the same time during the 
instructional year. The testing period established by the state board shall 
take into consideration the need of local educational agencies to provide 
makeup days for pupils who were absent during testing, as well as the need 
to schedule testing on electronic computing devices. 

(2)  For the 2013–14 school year, each local educational agency shall 
administer the field tests in a manner described by the department in 
consultation with the president or executive director of the state board. 
Additional participants in the field test beyond the representative sample 
may be approved by the department, and the department shall use existing 
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contract savings to fund local educational agency participation in one or 
more tests per participant. Funds for this purpose shall be used to allow for 
maximum participation in the field tests across the state. To the extent 
savings in the current contract are not available to fully fund this 
participation, the department shall prorate available funds by test. Local 
educational agencies shall bear any additional costs to administer these 
assessments that are in excess of the contracted amount. With the approval 
of the state board and the Director of Finance, the department shall amend 
the existing assessment contract to accommodate field testing beyond the 
representative sample, and to allow for special studies using information 
collected from the field tests. 

(g)  From the funds available for that purpose, each local educational 
agency shall administer assessments as determined by the state board 
pursuant to paragraph (5) of subdivision (c). 

(h)  As feasible, the CAASPP field tests shall be conducted in a manner 
that will minimize the testing burden on individual schools. The CAASPP 
field tests shall not produce individual pupil scores unless it is determined 
that these scores are valid and reliable. 

(i)  The governing board of a school district may administer achievement 
tests in grades other than those required by this section as it deems 
appropriate. 

(j)  Subject to the approval of the state board, the department may make 
available to local educational agencies a primary language assessment 
aligned to the English language arts standards adopted pursuant to Section 
60605, as it read on January 1, 2013, for assessing pupils who are enrolled 
in a dual language immersion program that includes the primary language 
of the assessment and who are either nonlimited English proficient or 
redesignated fluent English proficient until a subsequent primary language 
assessment aligned to the common core standards in English language arts 
adopted pursuant to Section 60605.8 is developed pursuant to paragraph 
(5) of subdivision (b). The cost for the assessment shall be the same for all 
local educational agencies and shall not exceed the marginal cost of the 
assessment, including any cost the department incurs to implement this 
section. A local educational agency that elects to administer a primary 
language assessment pursuant to this subdivision shall do so at its own 
expense and shall enter into an agreement for that purpose with the state 
testing contractor, subject to the approval of the department. 

(k)  Pursuant to Section 1412(a)(16) of Title 20 of the United States Code, 
individuals with exceptional needs, as defined in Section 56026, shall be 
included in the testing requirement of subdivision (b) with appropriate 
accommodations in administration, where necessary, and the individuals 
with exceptional needs who are unable to participate in the testing, even 
with accommodations, shall be given an alternate assessment. 

(l)  (1)  The Superintendent shall apportion funds appropriated for these 
purposes to local educational agencies to enable them to meet the 
requirements of subdivisions (b) and (c). 
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(A)  For the CAASPP field tests administered in the 2013–14 school year 
or later school years, the Superintendent shall apportion funds to local 
educational agencies if funds are specifically provided for this purpose in 
the annual Budget Act. 

(B)  The Superintendent shall apportion funds to local educational agencies 
to enable them to administer assessments used to satisfy the voluntary Early 
Assessment Program in the 2013–14 school year pursuant to paragraph (4) 
of subdivision (b). 

(2)  The state board annually shall establish the amount of funding to be 
apportioned to local educational agencies for each test administered and 
annually shall establish the amount that each contractor shall be paid for 
each test administered under the contracts required pursuant to Section 
60643. The amounts to be paid to the contractors shall be determined by 
considering the cost estimates submitted by each contractor each September 
and the amount included in the annual Budget Act, and by making allowance 
for the estimated costs to local educational agencies for compliance with 
the requirements of subdivisions (b) and (c). The state board shall take into 
account changes to local educational agency test administration activities 
under the CAASPP, including, but not limited to, the number and type of 
tests administered and changes in computerized test registration and 
administration procedures, when establishing the amount of funding to be 
apportioned to local educational agencies for each test administered. 

(3)  An adjustment to the amount of funding to be apportioned per test 
shall not be valid without the approval of the Director of Finance. A request 
for approval of an adjustment to the amount of funding to be apportioned 
per test shall be submitted in writing to the Director of Finance and the 
chairpersons of the fiscal committees of both houses of the Legislature with 
accompanying material justifying the proposed adjustment. The Director 
of Finance is authorized to approve only those adjustments related to 
activities required by statute. The Director of Finance shall approve or 
disapprove the amount within 30 days of receipt of the request and shall 
notify the chairpersons of the fiscal committees of both houses of the 
Legislature of the decision. 

(m)  For purposes of making the computations required by Section 8 of 
Article XVI of the California Constitution, the appropriation for the 
apportionments made pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (l), and the 
payments made to the contractors under the contracts required pursuant to 
Section 60643 or subparagraph (C) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) of 
Section 60605 between the department and the contractor, are “General 
Fund revenues appropriated for school districts,” as defined in subdivision 
(c) of Section 41202, for the applicable fiscal year, and included within the 
“total allocations to school districts and community college districts from 
General Fund proceeds of taxes appropriated pursuant to Article XIII B,” 
as defined in subdivision (e) of Section 41202, for that fiscal year. 

(n)  As a condition to receiving an apportionment pursuant to subdivision 
(l), a local educational agency shall report to the Superintendent all of the 
following: 
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(1)  The pupils enrolled in the local educational agency in the grades in 
which assessments were administered pursuant to subdivisions (b) and (c). 

(2)  The pupils to whom an achievement test was administered pursuant 
to subdivisions (b) and (c) in the local educational agency. 

(3)  The pupils in paragraph (1) who were exempted from the test pursuant 
to this section. 

(o)  The Superintendent and the state board are authorized and encouraged 
to assist postsecondary educational institutions to use the assessment results 
of the CAASPP, including, but not necessarily limited to, the grade 11 
consortium summative assessments in English language arts and 
mathematics, for academic credit, placement, or admissions processes. 

(p)  Subject to the availability of funds in the annual Budget Act for this 
purpose, and exclusive of the consortium assessments, the Superintendent, 
with the approval of the state board, annually shall release to the public test 
items from the achievement tests pursuant to Section 60642.5 administered 
in previous years. Where feasible and practicable, the minimum number of 
test items released per year shall be equal to 25 percent of the total number 
of test items on the test administered in the previous year. 

(q)  On or before July 1, 2014, Sections 850 to 868, inclusive, of Title 5 
of the California Code of Regulations shall be revised by the state board to 
conform to the changes made to this section in the first year of the 2013–14 
Regular Session. The state board shall adopt initial regulations as emergency 
regulations to immediately implement the CAASPP assessments, including, 
but not necessarily limited to, the administration, scoring, and reporting of 
the tests, as the adoption of emergency regulations is necessary for the 
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety, or general welfare 
within the meaning of Section 11346.1 of the Government Code. The 
emergency regulations shall be followed by the adoption of permanent 
regulations, in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act (Chapter 
3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of 
the Government Code). 

SEC. 4. (a)  Section 1.1 of this bill incorporates amendments to Section 
47605 of the Education Code proposed by this bill and Assembly Bill 1505. 
That section of this bill shall only become operative if (1) both bills are 
enacted and become effective on or before January 1, 2020, (2) each bill 
amends Section 47605 of the Education Code, (3) Assembly Bill 1595 is 
not enacted or as enacted does not amend that section, and (4) this bill is 
enacted after Assembly Bill 1505, in which case Section 47605 of the 
Education Code, as amended by this bill, shall remain operative only until 
July 1, 2020, at which time Section 1.1 of this bill shall become operative, 
and Sections 1, 1.2, and 1.3 of this bill shall not become operative. 

(b)  Section 1.2 of this bill incorporates amendments to Section 47605 of 
the Education Code proposed by both this bill and Assembly Bill 1595. 
That section of this bill shall only become operative if (1) both bills are 
enacted and become effective on or before January 1, 2020, (2) each bill 
amends Section 47605 of the Education Code, (3) Assembly Bill 1505 is 
not enacted or as enacted does not amend that section, and (4) this bill is 
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enacted after Assembly Bill 1595, in which case Sections 1, 1.1, and 1.3 of 
this bill shall not become operative. 

(c)  Section 1.3 of this bill incorporates amendments to Section 47605 of 
the Education Code proposed by this bill, Assembly Bill 1505, and Assembly 
Bill 1595. That section of this bill shall only become operative if (1) all 
three bills are enacted and become effective on or before January 1, 2020, 
(2) all three bills amend Section 47605 of the Education Code, and (3) this 
bill is enacted after Assembly Bill 1505 and Assembly Bill 1595, in which 
case Section 47605 of the Education Code, as amended by this bill and 
Assembly Bill 1595, shall remain operative only until July 1, 2020, at which 
time Section 1.3 of this bill shall become operative, and Sections 1, 1.1, and 
1.2 of this bill shall not become operative. 

O 
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Senate Bill No. 126 

CHAPTER 3 

An act to add Section 47604.1 to the Education Code, relating to charter 
schools. 

[Approved by Governor March 5, 2019. Filed with Secretary 
of State March 5, 2019.] 

legislative counsel’s digest 

SB 126, Leyva. Charter schools. 
(1)  The Ralph M. Brown Act requires that all meetings of the legislative 

body, as defined, of a local agency be open and public and all persons be 
permitted to attend unless a closed session is authorized. The Bagley-Keene 
Open Meeting Act requires, with specified exceptions, that all meetings of 
a state body be open and public and all persons be permitted to attend. 

This bill would expressly state that charter schools and entities managing 
charter schools are subject to the Ralph M. Brown Act, unless the charter 
school is operated by an entity governed by the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting 
Act, in which case the charter school would be subject to the Bagley-Keene 
Open Meeting Act, except as specified. 

This bill would require specified charter schools or entities managing 
charter schools to hold meetings in specified locations. The bill would 
prohibit a meeting of the governing body of a charter school to discuss items 
related to the operation of the charter school from including the discussion 
of any item regarding an activity of the governing body that is unrelated to 
the operation of the charter school. 

(2)  The California Public Records Act requires state and local agencies 
to make their records available for public inspection and to make copies 
available upon request and payment of a fee unless the records are exempt 
from disclosure. 

This bill would expressly state that charter schools and entities managing 
charter schools are subject to the California Public Records Act, except as 
specified. 

(3)  Existing law prohibits certain public officials, including, but not 
limited to, state, county, or district officers or employees, from being 
financially interested in any contract made by them in their official capacity 
or by any body or board of which they are members, except as provided. 

This bill would expressly state that charter schools and entities managing 
charter schools are subject to these provisions, except that the bill would 
provide that an employee of a charter school is not disqualified from serving 
as a member of the governing body of the charter school because of that 
employment status. The bill would require a member of the governing body 
of a charter school who is also an employee of the charter school to abstain 
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from voting on, or influencing or attempting to influence another member 
of that body regarding, any matter uniquely affecting that member’s own 
employment. 

(4)  The Political Reform Act of 1974 requires every state agency and 
local governmental agency to adopt a conflict-of-interest code, formulated 
at the most decentralized level possible, that requires designated employees 
of the agency to file statements of economic interest disclosing any 
investments, business positions, interests in real property, or sources of 
income that may foreseeably be affected materially by any governmental 
decision made or participated in by the designated employee by virtue of 
that employee’s position. 

This bill would expressly state that charter schools and entities managing 
charter schools are subject to the Political Reform Act of 1974, except as 
specified. 

The people of the State of California do enact as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 47604.1 is added to the Education Code, to read: 
47604.1. (a)  For purposes of this section, an “entity managing a charter 

school” means a nonprofit public benefit corporation that operates a charter 
school consistent with Section 47604. An entity that is not authorized to 
operate a charter school pursuant to Section 47604 is not an “entity managing 
a charter school” solely because it contracts with a charter school to provide 
to that charter school goods or task-related services that are performed at 
the direction of the governing body of the charter school and for which the 
governing body retains ultimate decisionmaking authority. 

(b)  A charter school and an entity managing a charter school shall be 
subject to all of the following: 

(1)  The Ralph M. Brown Act (Chapter 9 (commencing with Section 
54950) of Part 1 of Division 2 of Title 5 of the Government Code), except 
that a charter school operated by an entity pursuant to Chapter 5 
(commencing with Section 47620) shall be subject to the Bagley-Keene 
Open Meeting Act (Article 9 (commencing with Section 11120) of Chapter 
1 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code) regardless of 
the authorizing entity. 

(2)  (A)  The California Public Records Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing 
with Section 6250) of Division 7 of Title 1 of the Government Code). 

(B)  (i)  The chartering authority of a charter school shall be the custodian 
of records with regard to any request for information submitted to the charter 
school if either of the following apply: 

(I)  The charter school is located on a federally recognized California 
Indian reservation or rancheria. 

(II)  The charter school is operated by a nonprofit public benefit 
corporation that was formed on or before May 31, 2002, and is currently 
operated by a federally recognized California Indian tribe. 
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(ii)  This subparagraph does not allow a chartering authority to delay or 
obstruct access to records otherwise required under the California Public 
Records Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 6250) of Division 7 
of Title 1 of the Government Code). 

(3)  Article 4 (commencing with Section 1090) of Chapter 1 of Division 
4 of Title 1 of the Government Code. 

(4)  (A)  The Political Reform Act of 1974 (Title 9 (commencing with 
Section 81000) of the Government Code). 

(B)  For purposes of Section 87300 of the Government Code, a charter 
school and an entity managing a charter school shall be considered an agency 
and is the most decentralized level for purposes of adopting a 
conflict-of-interest code. 

(c)  (1)  (A)  The governing body of one charter school shall meet within 
the physical boundaries of the county in which the charter school is located. 

(B)  A two-way teleconference location shall be established at each 
schoolsite. 

(2)  (A)  The governing body of one nonclassroom-based charter school 
that does not have a facility or operates one or more resource centers shall 
meet within the physical boundaries of the county in which the greatest 
number of pupils who are enrolled in that charter school reside. 

(B)  A two-way teleconference location shall be established at each 
resource center. 

(3)  (A)  For a governing body of an entity managing one or more charter 
schools located within the same county, the governing body of the entity 
managing a charter school shall meet within the physical boundaries of the 
county in which that charter school or schools are located. 

(B)  A two-way teleconference location shall be established at each 
schoolsite and each resource center. 

(4)  (A)  For a governing body of an entity that manages two or more 
charter schools that are not located in the same county, the governing body 
of the entity managing the charter schools shall meet within the physical 
boundaries of the county in which the greatest number of pupils enrolled 
in those charter schools managed by that entity reside. 

(B)  A two-way teleconference location shall be established at each 
schoolsite and each resource center. 

(C)  The governing body of the entity managing the charter schools shall 
audio record, video record, or both, all the governing board meetings and 
post the recordings on each charter school’s internet website. 

(5)  This subdivision does not limit the authority of the governing body 
of a charter school and an entity managing a charter school to meet outside 
the boundaries described in this subdivision if authorized by Section 54954 
of the Government Code, and the meeting place complies with Section 
54961 of the Government Code. 

(d)  Notwithstanding Article 4 (commencing with Section 1090) of 
Chapter 1 of Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code, an employee 
of a charter school shall not be disqualified from serving as a member of 
the governing body of the charter school because of that employee’s 
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employment status. A member of the governing body of a charter school 
who is also an employee of the charter school shall abstain from voting on, 
or influencing or attempting to influence another member of the governing 
body regarding, all matters uniquely affecting that member’s employment. 

(e)  To the extent a governing body of a charter school or an entity 
managing a charter school engages in activities that are unrelated to a charter 
school, Article 4 (commencing with Section 1090) of Chapter 1 of Division 
4 of Title 1 of the Government Code, the Ralph M. Brown Act (Chapter 9 
(commencing with Section 54950) of Part 1 of Division 2 of Title 5 of the 
Government Code), the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act (Article 9 
(commencing with Section 11120) of Chapter 1 of Part 1 of Division 3 of 
Title 2 of the Government Code), the California Public Records Act (Chapter 
3.5 (commencing with Section 6250) of Division 7 of Title 1 of the 
Government Code), and the Political Reform Act of 1974 (Title 9 
(commencing with Section 81000) of the Government Code) shall not apply 
with regard to those unrelated activities unless otherwise required by law. 

(f)  A meeting of the governing body of a charter school to discuss items 
related to the operation of the charter school shall not include the discussion 
of any item regarding an activity of the governing body that is unrelated to 
the operation of the charter school. 
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Timeline 
Please note the following dates for the 2020-23 Public Charter Schools Grant Program 
(PCSGP). PCSGP grant effective dates are from October 1, 2020, through June 30, 
2023. 

Important Events Dates 
Post final request for applications (RFA) on the 
California Department of Education (CDE) web site TBD 

Provide Technical Assistance webinar (PCSGP 
staff: Overview of RFA/Budget Training) TBD 

PCSGP application due date 
Note: applicants that do not yet have an approved 
charter by an authorizing agency must submit the 
charter petition by this date to their authorizing 
agency. 

TBD. 

Conduct peer review to evaluate and score 
applications TBD 

Notify awardees of peer review results (PCSGP 
staff) Fall, 2020 

Issue Grant Award Notification (GAN) to grantees. 
Grantees must sign and return the GAN 
(approximately 1-3 weeks) 

After approval of PCSGP 
budget 

Payment Request Process (approximately 8-10 
weeks) 

Begins upon CDE receipt of 
signed GANs 
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General Information 

Introduction 
The Federal Public Charter Schools Grant Program (PCSGP) is a sub-grant program 
funded by the Charter Schools Program (CSP), authorized under Title V, Part B, 
Subpart 1 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) of 1965, (20 United 
States Code 7221-7221j) and the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2016, and 
administered by the U.S. Department of Education (ED). The PCSGP is a discretionary 
grant program. California was awarded approximately $X million in grant funds for 
2020 – 23. States that are awarded these federal funds distribute them in grants to 
charter school developers to assist in the development and initial operations of newly 
established or conversion charter schools to develop high quality and high performing 
charter schools.  

Hereafter, the term California Department of Education (CDE) refers to the CDE 
operating under the policy direction of the State Board of Education (SBE). The CDE 
will award PCSGP Planning, Implementation, Expansion, and Replication grants each 
year through fiscal year (FY) 2022-23, pending annual allocations from the ED. These 
sub-grants may be used for planning, program design, initial implementation, 
expansion, and replication of a high quality charter school.  

Eligibility 
A newly established or conversion charter school may apply for a Planning, 
Implementation, or Replication grant during the PCSGP application period (TBD, 2020 
through TBD, 2023), provided that the school did not begin serving students prior to July 
1, 2019 (See Appendix B for definition of “newly established charter school.”), and the 
school has not previously received a CSP grant (from CDE or ED) within the past five 
years.  

In order to be eligible to apply for the PCSGP funds, a developer must have an 
approved charter petition from an authorized public chartering authority by the due date 
of the RFA. If the charter is pending approval, the PCSGP application will be deemed 
ineligible. Applicants must include proof of charter petition approval with the application.  

Charter school management organizations or non-profits operating more than one 
charter school under the same governing board must apply for Replication grant 
funding. A majority of the charter schools operated by the governing board must meet 
the definition of a high-quality charter school as defined in the RFA list of definitions.  

Charter schools adding a new grade in the current fiscal year or will add new grades in 
the next fiscal year may apply for the Expansion grant. The charter school must show 
they meet the definition of a high quality charter school to be eligible for funding. 
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Eligible Applicants 

In order to qualify for funds under the CSP, a charter school must meet the definition of 
“charter school” as set forth in Section 5210(1) of ESEA, as amended by Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA). Under Section 5210(1). A “charter school” is defined as a “public 
school” that meets the following elements: 

(A) In accordance with a specific State statute authorizing the granting of charters to 
schools, is exempt from significant State or local rules that inhibit the flexible 
operation and management of public schools, but not from any rules relating to 
the other requirements of this paragraph; 

(B) Is created by a developer as a public school, or is adapted by a developer from 
an existing public school, and is operated under public supervision and direction. 
NOTE: The developer cannot be an employee of the authorizing school district.  

(C) Operates in pursuit of a specific set of educational objectives determined by the 
school's developer and agreed to by the authorized public chartering agency; 

(D) Provides a program of classroom based elementary or secondary education, or 
both (Non-classroom based programs are not eligible for the 2020-23 PCSGP 
funding); 

(E) Is nonsectarian in its programs, admissions policies, employment practices, and 
all other operations, and is not affiliated with a sectarian school or religious 
institution; 

(F) Does not charge tuition; 

(G) Complies with the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and part B of the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA); 

(H) Is a school to which parents choose to send their children, and that admits 
students on the basis of a lottery, if more students apply for admission than can 
be accommodated; 

(I) Agrees to comply with the same Federal and State audit requirements as do 
other elementary schools and secondary schools in the State, unless such 
requirements are specifically waived for the purpose of this program; 

(J) In located within the boundaries of the chartering authority per CA Assembly Bill 
1507;  

(K) Meets all applicable Federal, State, and local health and safety requirements; 
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(L) Operates in accordance with State law; and 

(M)Has a written performance contract with the authorized public chartering agency 
in the State that includes a description of how student performance will be 
measured in charter schools pursuant to State assessments that are required of 
other schools and pursuant to any other assessments mutually agreeable to the 
authorized public chartering agency and the charter school. 

Expansion and Replication Applicants  

Expansion Applicants 

Under Section 4310(7) of ESEA, the term expand means to significantly increase 
enrollment or add one or more grades to a high-quality charter school. Charter schools 
are eligible to apply for the expansion sub-grant if they meet ALL of the following 
criteria: 

• The charter school is significantly increasing enrollment (more than 25% of its 
current enrollment) OR adding one or more grade levels served 

• The charter school will be funding new or substantially different activities not 
previously supported by a planning and implementation sub-grant  

• The charter school is not a currently receiving another CSP grant or sub-grant 

• The charter school has not received another CSP grant or sub-grant in the past 
five years, unless the charter school has at least three years of improved 
educational results for students enrolled in the charter school (see Section 
4303[e][2] of the ESEA).  

Replication Applicants 

Under Section 4310(9) of ESEA, the term replicate when used with respect to high-
quality charter school, means to open a new charter school or a new campus of a high-
quality charter school, based on the educational model of an existing high-quality 
charter school, under an existing charter or an additional charter, if permitted or required 
by state law.  

For the purposes of the CA 2020 –23 PCSGP Application, all charter school operators 
whose governing boards are responsible for more than one charter school are eligible 
for replication funds. Multiple school governing boards are NOT eligible for planning and 
implementation funding. Applicants are eligible to apply for the replication sub-grant if 
they meet ALL of the following criteria: 

• The charter school operator is not currently receiving another CSP grant or sub-
grant 
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• The charter school operator has not received another CSP grant or sub-grant in 
the past five year, unless the charter school has at least three years of improved 
educational results for students enrolled in the charter school (see Section 
4303[e][2] of the ESEA)  

• A majority of the charter schools operated by the CMO or common governing 
board meet the definition of a high quality charter school as defined by Section 
4310(3) of ESEA, as amended by the ESSA. 

Definition of a High-Quality Charter School 

For the purposes of the PCSGP, a high-quality charter school, as defined by Section 
4310(3) of ESEA, as amended by the ESSA, means a charter school that: 

• Shows evidence of strong academic results, which may include strong student 
academic growth, as determined by a State 

• Has no significant issues in the areas of student safety, financial and operational 
management, or statutory or regulatory compliance (maybe be verified with letter 
from authorizer) 

• Has demonstrated success in significantly increasing school wide student 
academic achievement, including graduation rates where applicable 

• Has demonstrated success in increasing student academic achievement, 
including graduation rates where applicable, for a majority of the subgroups of 
students, as defined in Section 1111(c)(2), except that such demonstration is not 
required in a case in which the number of students in a group is insufficient to 
yield statistically reliable information or the results would reveal personally 
identifiable information about an individual student. 

For existing charter schools applying for grants to replicate and expand, the CDE has  
defined “high-quality” as those schools that meet the high track for renewal in Education 
Code Section 47607, as adopted by the Legislature in AB 1505: 

• Received the two highest performance levels schoolwide on all state indicators, 
which is all blue or green, OR 
 

• Received performance levels schoolwide and for a majority of subgroups that are 
the same or higher than the state average on the academic performance 
indicators—test-based indicators for English language arts and math, the English 
Language Progress Indicator, and the College and Career Indicator.  

Additionally, the CDE also includes the following federal definition of high-quality: 
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• Has no significant issues in the areas of student safety, financial and operational 
management, or statutory or regulatory compliance 
 

• Demonstrates how the school will comply with the requirements of Senate Bill 
126 (Chapter 3, Statutes of 2019). 
 

NOTE: Replication applicants MUST demonstrate how the majority of the schools under 
the common governing board meet the high-quality definition.  

Additional Information for Eligible Applicants 

In addition, an applicant must: 

• Provide all students in the community with an equal opportunity to attend the 
charter school.  

• Be a charter school with an approved charter petition at the time of grant 
application submittal.  

• As a condition of eligibility, each charter school that receives a CSP sub-grant 
must agree to disclose and share an electronic copy of any official notices, 
including but not limited to letters of concern, notice of violations, or notice of 
intent to revoke, from its authorizer with the CDE.  

• Be in good standing with the California Secretary of State at the time of the 
application submission. Individuals and for-profit entities may not apply for CSP 
grants. 

• Provide a Dun and Bradstreet (D&B) Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) 
number when applying for Federal grants. The DUNS number is a mandatory 
field that must be entered on the PCSGP Form 2‒Application Cover Sheet. 
Instructions for applying for a DUNS number can be found at 
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/dunsguide.pdf. 

• Be registered in the System of Award Management (SAM) prior to submitting an 
application or plan, maintain an active SAM registration with current information 
at all times during which it has an active Federal award or an application or plan 
under consideration by an agency, and provide its unique entity identifier in 
each application or plan it submits to the agency. 

Ineligible Applicants 

Conversion schools that receive Title I School Improvement Grant (SIG) funds are not 
eligible for the PCSGP grant. An applicant may not receive more than one sub grant 
under the CSP for each individual charter school for a five-year period, unless the 
charter school has at least three years of improved educational results for students 
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enrolled in the charter school (see Section 4303[e][2] of the ESEA). Non-classroom 
charter school programs are not eligible for the PCSGP grant.  

Multiple Charter School Organizations 

Charter Management Organization (CMO) operated charter schools or charter schools 
operating under the same governing board are not eligible for the PCSGP Planning or 
Implementation sub-grant. Multiple school organizations may apply for PCSGP 
Replication or Expansion grant funding and must meet the definition of high quality 
charter schools for the majority of the schools under the single governance structure.  

Autonomy 
Autonomy is a requirement of the PCSGP; therefore, all of the following conditions must 
be met: 

• The charter school must be highly autonomous: Under the ED the CSP program 
defines a highly autonomous charter school as one that exhibits a high degree of 
autonomy in governance, operations, staffing, and financial decisions. PCSGP 
applicants must demonstrate a high degree of autonomy in the application.  

• Reviewers use specific criteria to assess each charter school’s degree of 
autonomy. These criteria include, but are not limited to, the following: 

A. Governance structure (i.e., governing board or entity as described in the 
school’s approved charter): 

1. Is elected or appointed independently of the chartering authority.  

2. Includes less than a majority of the current employees or appointees of 
the chartering authority. 

3. Operates as and/or is operated by a nonprofit public benefit corporation. 

B. Operations: The charter school governing board or entity as described in the 
school’s approved charter maintains control over a majority of its operations 
(i.e., professional development, school year calendar, disciplinary policies and 
procedures, curriculum, graduation requirements, etc.). 

C. Staffing:  

1. Teachers and staff are employees of the charter school. 

2. The charter school retains a majority of decision-making authority over all 
hiring, dismissal, work rules, employee assignment, and other personnel 
decisions and actions. 
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3. The charter school governing board or entity as described in the school’s 

approved charter has adopted its own employment policies and 
procedures. 

D. Financial Decisions: The charter school governing board or entity as 
described in the school’s approved charter exhibits control over the 
development and adoption of the charter school’s budget, the receipt and 
expenditure of funds, business management (“back-office”) services, audit 
services, purchasing and contracting decisions, and other financial matters in 
general. 

Public Random Drawing and Lottery 
The applicant's approved charter must comply with applicable federal and state public 
random drawing (lottery) laws. Admission preferences shall not create an attendance 
barrier for students seeking enrollment at the charter school. Locally and SBE 
authorized charter school must comply with California Education Code (EC) sections 
47605(d)(2)(A) and 47605(d)(2)(B) which state: 

EC Section 47605(d)(2)(A)–A charter school shall admit all pupils who wish to attend 
the school; and 

EC Section 47605(d)(2)(B)–If the number of pupils who wish to attend the charter 
school exceeds the charter school’s capacity, attendance, except for existing pupils 
of the charter school, shall be determined by a public random drawing. Preference 
shall be extended to pupils currently attending the charter school and pupils who 
reside in the school district except as provided for in Section 47614.5. Preferences, 
including, but not limited to, siblings of pupils admitted or attending the charter 
school and children of the charter school’s teachers, staff, and founders identified in 
the initial charter, may also be permitted by the chartering authority on an individual 
charter school basis. Priority order for any preference shall be determined in the 
charter petition in accordance with all of the following: 

(i) Each type of preference shall be approved by the chartering authority at a 
public hearing. 

(ii) Preferences shall be consistent with federal law, the California Constitution, 
and Section 200. 

(iii) Preferences shall not result in limiting enrollment access for pupils with 
disabilities, academically low-achieving pupils, English learners, neglected or 
delinquent pupils, homeless pupils, or pupils who are economically 
disadvantaged, as determined by eligibility for any free or reduced-price meal 
program, foster youth, or pupils based on nationality, race, ethnicity, or sexual 
orientation. 
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(iv) In accordance with Section 49011, preferences shall not require mandatory 

parental volunteer as a criterion for admission or continued enrollment. 

Charter schools authorized as a countywide benefit charter must comply with EC 
Section 47605.6(e)(2)(A) and EC Section 47605.6(e)(2)(B) which state: 

EC Section 47605.6(e)(2)(A)–A charter school shall admit all pupils who wish to 
attend the school; and 

EC Section 47605.6(e)(2)(B)–However, if the number of pupils who wish to attend 
the charter school exceeds the school’s capacity, attendance, except for existing 
pupils of the charter school, shall be determined by a public random drawing. 
Preference shall be extended to pupils currently attending the charter school and 
pupils who reside in the county except as provided for in Section 47614.5. Other 
preferences may be permitted by the chartering authority on an individual charter 
school basis and only if consistent with the law. 

Applicants must comply with EC Section 49700, which provides for the timely 
enrollment of children of military families and ensuring that they are not placed at a 
disadvantage due to difficulty in the transfer or educational records or various 
entrance/age requirements. 

Technical Assistance 
The CDE will provide technical assistance (TA) regarding the application process 
through on-site trainings and webinars. Specific dates and times will be provided to all 
applicants. After charter schools are awarded sub-grants, the CDE will provide 
additional TA on reporting and monitoring requirements 

Funding Priority and Funding Levels 

Funding Priority 
Due to the highly competitive nature of the 2020-23 PCSGP sub-grant application, 
additional preference points will be awarded to eligible applicants demonstrating the 
following:  

1) The applicant school site will be located in an area defined as rural county AND 
in a Qualified Opportunity Zone (QOZ). Rural counties have populations below 
65,000 based on the 2010 United States Census. The 2020-2025 Charter School 
Program established preference priorities to spur investment in QOZs 
(https://www.ca-ilg.org/post/where-are-californias-opportunity-zones). (One 
point) 

2) The applicant provides a signed facility agreement with the PCSGP application 
(One Point) 
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3) The applicant school site will be located in a district or county with less than 10 

publicly funded charter schools (One point)  

4) Expansion Sub-grant Applicants only – the high-quality school site to be 
expanded is located in a densely populated urban QOZ (One Point). 

These preferences are in alignment with the approved 2020-23 CA CSP award priorities 
preferences.  

There may not be sufficient funding to serve all eligible applicants. Therefore, this 
application process is highly competitive. CDE staff will complete an eligibility screening 
for all applications including a review of the approved charter petition, level of 
autonomy, and the lottery preferences. Applications deemed eligible will be moved on to 
the peer review process for scoring. An application that receives a "1" in any required 
element will not be considered for funding. Preference points will not be added to 
any application receiving a score of “1” in any required element.  

Additional information on scoring criteria is provided in Appendix A: PCSGP Rubric. A 
funding priority based on the overall peer review score plus preference points will be 
applied if insufficient funds are available to fund all applications that receive a qualifying 
score. The CDE will only consider awarding funds to those applications that submit a 
comprehensive and viable application likely to improve student academic achievement.  

Length of Sub-grant Award and Maximum Funding Level 
There are four grants being offered through this RFA: Planning, Implementation, 
Expansion, and Replication. The maximum grant award is $600,000 over a 36 month 
period of time. The planning grant cannot exceed 18 months; the implementation phase 
cannot exceed 24 months. Applicants receiving the Planning Grant will be eligible to 
apply for additional Implementation funding if all reporting and action plan requirements 
have been met. If a grantee receives both levels of funding, the full term of the grant 
cannot exceed 36 months. For example, if the planning phase totals 18 months in 
duration, then the implementation phase can only be an additional 18 months so as to 
not exceed 36 months total.  

The planning grant ends on the day prior to the first day of instruction (including summer 
school programs). Once the school begins serving students, the sub-grantee is eligible 
to apply for additional implementation funding. Application for additional implementation 
funding will be determined based on the sub-grantees Planning Phase Benchmark 
Report, due to the CDE by the end of the first month the school begins serving students.  

Interruptions in the grant period may warrant full or partial termination of the sub-grant 
award. For example, if a school is unable to open due to the inability to secure facilities 
by the close of its planning phase, the sub-grant for the school will be terminated and 
the school may be invoiced for the total amount of funding received. 
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If the sub-grant recipient’s school is operational when the sub-grant is awarded, then 
the implementation funding will be awarded for up to a 36-month period.  

The funding level for Planning and Implementation sub-grants is not the same. Schools 
applying for Implementation funding only will be funded at a different level than those 
schools eligible for additional funding following a successful planning term. NEW: Any 
unclaimed planning grant funds may be forfeited if not claimed at end of the 
planning grant term. All sub-grant funds must be spent by the end of the grant 
period.  

No PCSGP sub-grant award can go beyond California’s grant period end date of June 
30, 2023. 

Planning, Implementation, Expansion, and Replication Funding Levels 

Table 1 below shows the funding levels for new or expanding, classroom-based charter 
schools that are in operation on the date the sub grant award begins as well as 
applicants who are not in operation on the date the sub grant award begins. The 
planning phase ends when the school starts serving students. 

Table 1: 2020-23 PCSGP Funding Levels for New or Expanding Grant Awards 

Grant Type 
Planning Only  
(Not to Exceed 18 
Months)  

Implementation and 
Replication Only* (Not 
to Exceed 36 Months) 

Implementation add-on 
funding for Planning 
sub-grants  

Funding Level Up to $100,000 

Year 1 up to $300,000 

Year 2 up to $200,000  

Year 3 up to $100,000 

Year 1 up to $300,000  

Year 2 up to $200,000 

Planning plus 
Implementation term 
cannot exceed 36 
months. 

Expansion Grant: Up to $300,000 over 36 months ($100,000 per year) 

* Replication Sub-grantees are not eligible for planning grant funds.  

Eligibility for Higher Sub-Grant Award to service Educationally 
Disadvantaged Students  

Implementation, Expansion, and Replication sub-grantees will have the opportunity to 
request additional funding of up to $100,000 based on the number of educationally 
disadvantaged students served. Funding above the base award may be awarded after 
the first year of operation based on consideration of the following factors: 
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• Enrollment percentage of educationally disadvantaged students as verified on 
California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS) certified for 
each school 

• Total enrollment of the school 

• The charter school has met all program accountability and monitoring criteria as 
outlined in the RFA 

• Availability of funds  

Program Accountability and Monitoring 
The CDE is responsible for monitoring PCSGP implementation in accordance with the 
following program accountability requirements. The CDE must monitor to ensure that 
each applicant receiving funding through this RFA: 

• Meets the eligibility requirements for the sub-grant described herein, and the 
applicant has provided all required assurances that it will comply with all program 
implementation and reporting requirements established through this RFA. 

• Appropriately uses these funds as described in this application. 

• Implements activities funded through this application within the timeline in which 
the funds provided are to be used. 

To fulfill its monitoring responsibilities, the CDE requires funded applicants to submit 
appropriate fiscal and program documentation. In addition, representatives of the state 
may conduct formal and informal site visits to a selected representative sample of 
funded applicants. Additionally, the CDE may also conduct unannounced site visits. The 
purpose of visits is to validate information submitted by applicants, and gather additional 
information from interviews and observations for monitoring and evaluation purposes. 

Program Accountability 
Each identified sub-grantee is responsible for carrying out its responsibilities in 
accordance with ESEA Title V Part B sections 5201–5211, available at 
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/pg62.html and its approved sub-grant 
application and work plan. Sub-grantees may also be required to submit periodic reports 
to the CDE, to report on the use of sub-grant funds and the progress of proposed sub-
grant activities. 

Minimum Student Enrollment Requirement 
To qualify for continued PCSGP funding, all sub-grantees serving students must show 
enrollment of at least 80 students at any point in time during the first year of the grant 
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award. All sub-grantees are required to submit the 20-Day Enrollment Report to the 
CDE by October 15 each year of the grant award. Sub-grantees with a 20-Day 
enrollment count below 72 students (90% of the required 80 students) will be placed on 
payment hold until the required enrollment has been achieved and certified by the 
charter school authorizer. 

Sub-grantees failing to meet this requirement by the end of the first year of 
implementation must show the school is sustainable with the reduced enrollment. 
Failure to show sustainability or to meet the enrollment target will result in the 
cancellation of the grant award.  

Planning Grant Required Deliverables 
All planning grant sub-grantees must begin serving students by the end of the 18-month 
planning period. Sub-grantees failing to open within the 18-month time period will not be 
eligible for Implementation grant funding and can be billed back for all grant fund 
reimbursed expenses. Additionally, all planning sub-grantees are required to submit a 
copy of the sign facilities use agreement form at least four months prior to the opening 
of the school. Failure to show a secured facility will put the grant on payment hold until 
the school can show proof of acquiring an appropriate facility.  

Fiscal Reporting Requirements 
All 2020-23 PCSGP sub-grants are reimbursement grants only. CDE will not issue any 
advance payments for the grant. In order to be reimbursed for expenses, sub-grantees 
must submit all quarterly expenditure reports (QERs) to the CDE for the duration of their 
sub-grant award. In addition, all sub-grantees must submit a copy of detailed general 
ledger report for the corresponding quarter. The report should show the names of all 
vendors paid from the grant and a description of the services or items purchased. The 
sub-grantee is responsible for ensuring that reports are accurate, complete, and 
submitted on time. Failure to submit on time may result in payments being delayed.  

Fiscal Reporting Due Dates: 

Quarter Reporting Period Report Due Date 
1 July 1–September 30 October 31 
2 October 1–December 31 January 31 
3 January 1–March 31 April 30 
4 April 1–June 30 July 31 

Performance Reporting Requirements 
Annual performance reports (APRs) must be submitted to the CDE to report project 
progress no later than March 1st of each year. The sub-grantee is responsible for 

CA State Board of Education Page 247 of 567

 

PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e264 



Public Charter Schools Grant Program 
Request for Applications 2020 – 23 

Page 16 of 81 
ensuring that reports are accurate, complete, and submitted on time. Progress toward 
achieving sub-grant goals and objectives will be monitored through the APR process.  

Annual Budget 
An annual budget of projected expenditures to be funded by the sub-grant must be 
submitted during the application process. Once there is an approved budget on file with 
the CDE, budget revisions are permitted. However, all budget revisions must be 
submitted and approved by CDE prior to submission of QER. All expenditures charged 
to the grant must be in the approved budget. Items charge to the grant outside of the 
approved budget may be rejected for payment.  

Monitoring  
The CDE will monitor sub-grantees by reviewing and approving quarterly and/or annual 
monitoring reports, and the CDE will conduct desk reviews and may conduct site visits, 
contingent on travel restrictions and the availability of funds. All information in 
monitoring reports is subject to verification. If selected as part of a site visit sample, 
applicants must agree to site visits by state representatives. The site visit is intended to 
validate information provided in fiscal and program reports and gather more detailed 
information on implementation efforts and challenges. Prior to a monitoring review, the 
selected sub-grantees are required to submit relevant information that will allow the 
CDE to conduct a useful, efficient, and effective visit. The CDE will provide all selected 
schools with an electronic submission portal instead of hardcopy submission. The CDE 
may require additional information from the sub-grantee, including but not limited to 
invoices, receipts, personnel time and effort reports, and verification of information from 
the authorizing agency. 

CDE staff will verify the contents of documentation submitted and complete a formal 
report to the sub-grantee regarding any findings from a review of the evidence provided. 
The sub-grantee will be asked to revise expenditure reports if it was determined non-
allowable expenses were included or there are unexplained discrepancies between the 
proposed use of grant funds, as provided in the annual budget, and actual expenditures 
found in the submitted documentation. Failure to follow state laws and the intent of the 
grant or failure to resolve findings from the monitoring review may result in the 
cancellation of the grant and the return of all grant fund disbursements. 

Program Evaluation: External Review  
A rigorous process of review by a third party external reviewer, not affiliated with the 
charter school’s authorizing entity, or any member of the charter school’s governing 
board, faculty, or staff, is required of all sub-grantees’ schools on or before the end of 
the grant period. A copy of the report must be submitted to the CDE and a copy must be 
kept on file at the school site. 
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If a sub-grantee fails to conduct the external review on or before the end of the grant 
period, the CDE will withhold 10 percent of the total sub-grant award. 

Webinars and Conference Calls 
Sub-grantees are required to participate in any webinars and conference calls that the 
CDE may conduct related to completing and filing reports or other requirements of the 
PCSGP. 

Fiscal Operations 

Allowable Use of Funds 
Sub-grantees may only use sub-grant funds for allowable sub-grant expenditures during 
the grant period. PCSGP funding shall be used to establish a high quality charter school 
funded by this sub-grant process.  

Planning sub-grant funds may be used for staff salaries, materials, services, training, 
equipment, supplies, evaluation, facilities, or other purposes, except as specifically 
limited by all applicable legal requirements including all regulations or statutes or by the 
State Education Agency (SEA).  

Implementation sub-grant funds may not be used to supplant salaries and benefits of 
school employees. Each eligible charter school that receives an award may use the 
funds to carry out activities that advance the PCSGP sub-grant priorities.  

Sub-grantees may only use sub-grant funds as stated in the approved budget. The 
PCSGP funds must supplement, not supplant, existing services and may not be used to 
supplant federal, state, local, or nonfederal funds. Programs may not use PCSGP funds 
to pay for existing levels of service funded from any other source. PCSGP funds cannot 
be used for new construction, class size reduction, out of country travel, or purchases 
that do not directly support the approved work plan. All out of state travel MUST be pre-
approved by the CDE in the approved budget narrative.  

Additionally, the CDE has established the following budgetary guidelines for Planning 
sub-grantees 

Certificated and Classified Salaries 

The school must maintain Time and Effort 
Reports for all employees paid from the 
grant.  

Allowable Level of Funding: 

No more than 4 months prior to the 
opening date of school. Costs must be 
reasonable and necessary. 

Certificated and Classified Benefits No more than 4 months prior to the 
opening date of school. Costs must be 
reasonable and necessary. 
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Consumable Goods – such as office 
supplies, paper, pens, file folders, ink 
cartridges 

Can only be charged to the grant ONE 
time during the planning phase. 
Implementation schools are not 
eligible to purchase consumable 
goods.  

Refer to the Federal Charter Schools Program Non-regulatory Guidance, 
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/charter/nonregulatory-guidance.html for further 
information on allowable use of PCSGP funds.  

The PCSGP is federally funded and applicants must adhere to all applicable federal 
laws and regulations. General guidance regarding administrative, cost, and audit 
requirements governing all federal grant funds may be found in Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB) https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2013/12/26/2013-
30465/uniform-administrative-requirements-cost-principles-and-audit-requirements-for-
federal-awards. 

Sub-grantees are prohibited from using federal grant funds for fundraising, civil defense, 
legal claims against the state or federal government, and contingencies.  

For a detailed description of these expenditure classifications, refer to the California 
School Accounting Manual, 2016 Edition. Visit the CDE Accounting web page at 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/ac/sa/ for viewing and downloading information. 

Payment to Sub-grantees 
The sub-grantee must report expenditures for the PCSGP on a quarterly basis to the 
CDE in order to receive reimbursement for expenses incurred. The CDE will review the 
QERs and corresponding detailed general ledgers for resource code 4610 that are 
submitted and certified by the sub-grantee. The approved expenditures will be used to 
determine the payment to release in each reporting period. Late or incorrect QERs will 
delay payments. Failure to submit QERs on time may result in the grant being closed 
and any payments to the school being invoiced. 

No payments will be made in excess of the annual sub-grant allocation by year or the 
total grant award. Ten percent will be withheld until the third party external review has 
been received and reviewed by the CDE. 

Termination of Funding  
Funding may be terminated and award funds may be invoiced if there is evidence of 
fraud or fiscal irregularity in the use of funds for their intended purpose. Funding may 
also be terminated if sub-grantees fail to complete the quarterly or annual progress 
reports on schedule, as required. 
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The sub-grantee must remain registered in the SAM database. After the initial 
registration, the applicant is required to review and update on an annual basis from the 
date of initial registration, or subsequent updates. Sub-grantees are responsible for 
making sure its information in the SAM database is current, accurate and complete, as 
required by Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act, as defined in the 
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 25 (PL 109–282; PL 110–252). Pursuant to 2 
CFR, Part 25.205, failure to register and submit this information may result in delayed 
grant distributions or termination of a grant award.  
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Planning, Implementation and Replications  

Application Requirements 
Applicants responding to this RFA must submit a complete original application packet, 
including complete unique responses to all narrative elements described in this RFA, 
required forms, and all original signatures required as noted on each application form. 
The application must be single line spaced, using default character spacing and 
12-point Arial font with one-inch margins. Electronic copies must be submitted as 
a single PDF file. Applications failing to meet these criteria or those applications 
with plagiarized narrative statements from other sub-grant applications may be 
deemed ineligible.  

Eligibility Checklist  
All applicants should complete the eligibility checklist prior to completing any of the 
other forms in the RFA. The eligibility checklist is designed to help schools determine if 
they are eligible to apply for PCSGP funding.  

Preference Points 
All applicants applying for preference points must demonstrate the following: 

1) The proposed school site will be located in a Rural County and a QOZ. The data 
source must be cited in the petition and will be verified by CDE staff. The data 
must include the county population based on 2010 US Census and the QOZ 
identification number.  

OR 

Expansion Applicant school site is located in a densely populated urban QOZ. 
Data sources must be cited and will be verified.  

2) Signed facility agreement  

3) The proposed school site will be located in a district or county with less than 10 
publicly funded charters. A list of charters under each must be provided in the 
narrative and will be verified by CDE staff.  
 

Narrative Response Requirements 
The Narrative Response is a required element with a 25-page limit. When responding to 
the narrative elements, applicants should provide a thorough response that addresses 
all requirements of each element, if applicable. The CDE has provided a rubric that 
describes expectations for applicant responses to each narrative element and other 
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requirements of the application (Appendix A of this RFA). Applicants are advised to use 
the rubric as a guide in preparing their applications. The rubric will also be used as a 
guide for reviewers during the application review and peer review and scoring process. 
An application that receives a rating of "1" in any required area will not be 
recommended for funding. The seven narrative elements and required assurances are 
described below. 
 

Charter School Identity and Governance Structure 
The applicant must describe the following: 

• Autonomy – the flexibility and level of autonomy the school has from the 
authorizer over budget, expenditures, personnel, and daily operations. If the 
charter school is part of a CMO, the applicant must also describe the flexibility 
and level of autonomy the school has from the CMO over budget, expenditures, 
personnel, and daily operations.  

• Description of roles and responsibilities of any partner organizations, 
administrative and contractual roles 

• Expected student demographics, including grade level or ages of children to be 
served, ethnicity, educationally disadvantaged populations 

• Staffing for the school site including number of teachers, counselors, 
administration 

• Governance structure for the site including the details on who will manage the 
grant budget and expenditures and the expenditure approval process.  

• Identification of the Governing Board Members with Resumes included in the 
Appendix. 

• Description of business or personnel services contracts to be used by the school, 
if applicable, or description of how charter school staff will be responsible for 
these services. 

• Description of how the school will build capacity including completion of 
governance and fiscal training for all site leaders and board members. 

The Educational Program 
The applicant must describe the educational program to be implemented in the 
proposed charter. This description must address the following: 

• Uniqueness of the Educational Program: The applicant must describe the 
proposed education program for the school including a description of how the 
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program is unique to the region governed by the charter authorizer. The 
description must include the curriculum and instructional practices at the school 
including the subjects and academic content. Instructional practices must 
describe the techniques or methodology used by teachers to help engage 
students and increase student learning.  

Expansion Applicants must describe the new curriculum and instructional 
strategies for the new grades being added to the school.  

• Research Based Educational Program: The applicant must describe how the 
proposed education program is likely to improve student academic success 
based on sound research with appropriate citations. (Citations may be listed in a 
separate appendix). 

• School wide performance objectives and methods of assessment: The applicant 
must describe the performance objectives of the school for the first five years of 
operation and describe how the school will monitor the progress. 

• Student Sub-group Academic Achievement: The applicant must describe how the 
school will monitor student subgroup academic achievement.  

• Expansion Applicants must clearly identify what grades will be added to the 
school and the timeline for the expansion.  

Targeted Funding for Building a High Quality Charter School 

Conditions of Learning Part 1 

The applicant must describe how the school will use grant funds to address the 
following: Teacher Recruitment and Retention, Teacher Professional Learning, 
Curriculum, Instruction, Culture and Climate. The applicant must also describe how 
resources will be aligned for each of these areas.  

• A description how fully qualified teachers will be recruited and retained by the 
school. 

• A description of a well-developed professional development plan for the entire 
school. 

• A description of the intended culture and climate to be developed at the school 
and how it will be developed.  

• A description of the resources need to implement each of the items in the 
Conditions of Learning Section Part 1 including the following: 
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• Description of secure, adequate student record and retention software to 
improve the transfer of student records for transient students and ensure 
correct academic placement. 

• Description of educational technology to provide equal access for students 
who do not have access to technology in the home. 

• Instructional improvement systems for technology-based tools and other 
strategies that provide teachers, principals, and administrators with 
meaningful support and actionable data to systemically manage 
continuous instructional improvement. 

Conditions of Learning Part 2 

The applicant must describe how the school will use grant funds to address the needs 
of educationally disadvantaged students specific to: Assessment, Curriculum, 
Instruction, Equity, and Professional Learning as it relates to implementing academic 
content and performance standards for all pupils including educationally disadvantaged 
students, i.e. students with disabilities, English learners, and foster youth.  

The applicant must also describe how resources will be aligned for each of these 
areas.  

• A description of how the charter school will comply with sections 613(a)(5) and 
613 (e)(1)(B) of the IDEA. Applicants that are part of a local educational agency 
for the purposes of special education must address how the applicant’s students 
with disabilities will be served in the same manner as students with disabilities 
served by the local educational agency in its other schools. 

• A description of how the school will help to reclassify English Learners.  

• A description of how educationally disadvantaged students will be given equal 
access to enroll in the charter school and participate in the school programs.  

Engagement  

Parent and Community Involvement 

The applicant must describe how the charter school will seek parent and community 
input addressing the following: 

• How parents and other members of the community will be or have been involved 
in the planning, program design, and implementation of the charter school. 

• A description of how parents and community will be involved in developing the 
school culture and climate. 
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• A description of how parents and community will be given feedback on student 
progress and assessment results.  

• The process followed by the school to ensure ongoing parental involvement. 

Absenteeism and Dropout Rates 

The applicant must describe how the charter school will use grant funds to address the 
following (if applicable) attendance rates, chronic absenteeism rates, middle school 
dropout rates, high school dropout rates, high school graduation rate. 

Student Discipline and Safety 

The applicant must describe how the school will use grant funds to address the 
following: pupil suspension rates, pupil expulsion rates, other local measures including 
surveys of pupils, parents and teachers on the sense of safety and school 
connectedness. 

• A description of student intervention programs to be used by the school to reduce 
suspension and expulsion rates. 

• A description on how the school will obtain feedback from students, parents and 
teachers on school safety and connectedness issues. 

Notification and Admissions 

The applicant must describe the notification and admission process. This description 
must address the following: 

• A description of how students in the community will be or have been informed 
about the charter school and given an equal opportunity to attend the charter 
school. Expansion and Replication applicants may include artifacts in the 
appendix.  

• The school’s admission preferences as approved by the authorizer in the charter 
petition. 

• The admission and public random drawing processes are compliant with state 
and federal laws as described in the assurances and agreed to by signature of 
the Administrator or Designee in the Certification, Assurance, and Signature 
Section. 
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High Quality Charter School –Expansion and Replication 
Applications Only  
The High Quality Charter School narrative is only required for Expansion and 
Replication sub-grant applications only.  

School wide Performance Indicators:  

Expansion: The applicant must describe how the school meets the definition of a high 
quality charter school.  

Replication Applicants: The applicant must describe how the majority of the active 
charter schools operating under the charter school operator or governing board meet 
the definition of a high quality charter school.  

The justification must include, but is not limited to, data from the CDE Dashboard 
indicators for English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics. CDE may request 
verification of all data submitted in the application. Applicants may add data tables in a 
separate appendix that is not part of the page limit.  

Eligibility for Higher Sub-Grant Award (Implementation, 
Expansion, and Replication Sub-grantees only)  
If the applicant is eligible for and plans to request a higher sub-grant award after the first 
year of the grant term, the applicant must describe how the charter school anticipates 
meeting the criteria for a higher sub-grant award, which is to serve educationally 
disadvantaged students. 

To be considered for additional funding, upon request of the CDE, the school will need 
to provide data on the percentage of educationally disadvantaged students that were 
served in the school during its first year of operation. Educationally disadvantaged 
students for the purposes of this eligibility criterion are unduplicated students as defined 
in the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF). Unduplicated students are (1) English 
learners, (2) meet income or categorical eligibility requirements for free or reduced-price 
meals under the National School Lunch Program, or (3) are foster youth. The school 
must also provide data on the percentage of students with disabilities that are enrolled 
in the charter school. Enrollment data must be verified on CALPADS certified reports for 
each school 

Charter School Work Plan/Activities 
There is a 15 Page Limit Total for this section. 
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Proposed Budget Summary and Narrative 
The proposed budget summary and narrative is a required element. The applicant must 
include a proposed Budget Summary (PCSGP Form 5) and Budget Narrative (PCSGP 
Form 6) for all years of the grant. All P/I sub-grant funds requested must be budgeted in 
the budget summary and narrative. 

The CDE will review all budgets and justifications to ensure that all costs are 
reasonable, necessary, and allocable to the grant. Additional information regarding 
allowable and non-allowable expenses can be found on the CDE PCSGP Webpage 
INSERT LINK 
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 Application Review and Scoring Process 

Application Screening 
After the application has been submitted, CDE staff will screen the application to verify 
the application is complete and meets all eligibility criteria in the narrative response. Any 
application that does not meet all of the eligibility criteria will not be forwarded on to the 
peer review process. 

Applications meeting the eligibility criteria will be forwarded to the peer review. 
Applicants that do not pass the eligibility-screening phase will be notified by CDE staff. 

Peer Review  
Following the screening by the CDE, the application will undergo peer review. Federal 
law (ESEA, Title V, Part B, and Section 5204) requires a peer review of PCSGP 
applications. California recruits charter school developers, governing board members, 
operators, and authorizers to participate in this process. Reviewers are required to 
recuse themselves from the evaluation of any application for which they have a 
perceived or real conflict of interest. Each application will be independently reviewed 
and scored by two peer reviewers. Upon completion of peer review, the CDE will 
conduct an additional review of application to make a final award determination 

Peer Review Scoring Criteria 
Each element of the narrative response of the application will be scored using a 4-point 
rubric. A score of 4, 3, or 2 is required for every element in order for the application to 
pass the peer review process. A score of "1" in any area will result in the application 
being denied. Peer reviewers will examine and score eligible applications with respect 
to the following: 

• Charter School Identity and Governance Structure 
• The Education Program 
• Targeted Funding for Building a High Quality Charter School 
• Engagement 
• High Quality Charter School (Expansion and Replication Applicants only) 

The actions/activities identified in the Work Plan must be specific and include specific 
timelines with start and end dates, a designated position or person responsible, and a 
description of the type of evidence that will be submitted to the CDE, upon request, to 
verify implementation. Additional instructions for completing the PCSGP Charter Work 
Plan/Activity chart are provided on PCSGP Form 7 of this RFA. 
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Approval Process 
If the application passes the peer review process, the CDE further reviews the 
application to determine whether the sub-grant application may be eligible for funding. 
CDE will recommend funding those applications that fully comply with all California state 
laws and the requirements described in this RFA. CDE will only consider awarding 
funds to those applicants that develop and submit a comprehensive and viable 
application.  

Applicants are advised to refer to the PCSGP Rubric for further guidance on developing 
an appropriate response. If any of the required narrative areas receives a score of "1," 
that application will not be recommended for funding. Once the eligibility review and the 
peer review is complete, CDE staff will notify the applicant of the status of their 
application. For those applications that are approved, CDE will provide additional 
instructions to receive the GAN. 

Sub-grant Award Notification 
The GAN is the official notification that an applicant has been approved and a grant has 
been awarded to the applicant. The GAN is a legally binding document between the 
CDE and the sub-grantee. Upon notice of award, sub-grantees must return the GAN 
with the original signature of the designated primary applicant–the president of the 
board of directors of the nonprofit entity or an executive officer. By signing the GAN, the 
sub-grantee is accepting all terms, conditions, assurances, and certifications of the 
PCSGP grant. A PCSGP grant has been awarded only after the CDE receives the 
signed GAN from the sub-grantee. 

Appeal Process 
If an application is not approved, applicants may request to appeal the denial within 30 
calendar days following receipt of the letter of denial. The request for appeal must 
clearly identify a violation of the application review process as determined by State or 
Federal statues, rules, regulations, or guidelines governing the PCSGP in disapproving 
applications or failing to comply with California’s approved 2020-2023 CSP application 
or program in whole or part (20 U.S.C. § 1231b-2[a]). 

A request to appeal the denial of a sub-grant award should be addressed to: 

Public Charter Schools Grant Program 
Charter Schools Division 

California Department of Education 
1430 N Street, Suite 5401 

Sacramento, CA 95814-5901 
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Submission of Applications 
Applicants responding to this RFA must submit a complete application packet and 
provide all original signatures required, as noted on each application form. Applications 
must be submitted with all forms compiled in the order listed on the Application 
Checklist provided on page 30 of this RFA. 

Applicants must submit an original and one electronic copy for each application. The 
original and copies must be received by the Charter Schools Division on, or before, (not 
postmarked by) 4:00 p.m., TBD. Electronic copies, saved as one PDF file can be 
emailed to  no later than midnight on the due date. 
Submitting only the electronic version will not be considered as meeting the 
deadline.  

Mailed documents must arrive on or before 4:00 p.m., TBD, and should be sent to the 
following address: 

Public Charter Schools Grant Program 
California Department of Education 

Charter Schools Division 
1430 N Street, Suite 5401 

Sacramento, CA 95814-5901 

Applicants may personally deliver the sub-grant application package to the location 
listed above or before 4:00 p.m., TBD. 

Waivers 
If an applicant believes that a waiver is necessary for the successful operation of the 
charter school, the applicant must have an approved waiver for any state or local laws, 
regulations, or policies that are generally applicable to charter schools prior to 
submitting a PCSGP application. 

If the school previously received a PCSGP planning sub-grant, or requires a waiver of 
any federal statutory or regulatory provisions, the applicant must submit a written 
request to waive specific statute or regulations, including an explanation or justification 
for the request, concurrently with, or prior to, submitting the PCSGP application. 
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Form1–PCSGP Application Component Checklist 
The following forms must be included as part of the Public Charter Schools Grant 
Program (PCSGP) application. Please type initials by each form after completion and 
compile the application packet in the order provided below. These forms can be 
downloaded from the California Department of Education PCSGP Request for 
Application web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fo/r1/pcsgp17rfar1.asp. 

Important: Enter the school name in the document header to ensure that all pages of 
the application can be traced back to the same application package. 

 Include this completed checklist in the application packet. Enter Initials in the 
corresponding column after verifying the document is included in the application.  

Forms Required in 
Application Initial 

PCSGP Form 1 Application Checklist (1 page limit) Required  

PCSGP Form 2 Application Cover Sheet  
The Primary Applicant must sign in blue ink  

Required  

PCSGP Narrative Response (25 page limit) Required  

High Quality Charter School Response  Expansion 
and 
Replication 
Applicants 
Only 

 

PCSGP Form 4 Budget Instructions  No (for local 
reference) 

 

PCSGP Form 5 Proposed Budget Summary  Required  

PCSGP Form 6 Proposed Budget Narrative Required  

PCSGP Form 7 Charter School Work Plan/Activities  
(15 page limit) 

Required  

PCSGP Form 8 Sub-grant Conditions Assurances Required  

PCSGP Form 9 General Assurances and Certifications  Print, Sign, 
Keep on Site 

 

STD 204 State of California–Department of Finance Payee 
Data Record  

Required  
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Form 2—Application Cover Sheet 
Applicants must sign PCSGP Form 2–Application Cover Sheet as an Adobe PDF form 
and print as part of the application submission package. Form 2 is available for 
download at: ENTER hyperlink here  

The application narrative should follow the Form 2 Application Cover Sheet.  
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PCSGP Form 3—Budget Instructions 
Form 4 provides instructions for completing Forms 5 and 6. 
 
Instructions for Completing the Proposed Budget Summary  
(Sub-grant Form 5) 
The applicant must include the Proposed Budget Summary (Sub-grant Form 5) and a 
Budget Narrative (Sub-grant Form 6). Sub-grant funds are to be used in dissemination 
or expansion activities only. 

Important: 

• The budget must address the full term of the sub-grant  

• The budget must be of sufficient size and scope to implement the objectives and 
activities 

• The budget Summary may not be modified and broken down further than the 
object codes provided (e.g., 1000, 2000, 3000, etc.) 

Instructions for Completing the Budget Narrative (Sub-grant Form 
6) 

The Budget Narrative must provide more detail regarding the information provided in the 
Proposed Budget Summary and support actions and activities identified in the narrative 
response and the Charter School Work Plan/Activities. 

Use the Budget Narrative form to describe the costs associated with each activity 
reflected in the budget. The Budget Narrative must clearly identify those activities that 
are related to costs included in the columns on the Proposed Budget Summary (Sub-
grant Form 5). 

• The Budget Narrative must be grouped by object code series (e.g., 1000, 2000, 
3000, etc.). 

• The Budget Narrative must include totals by object code series, year, and term of 
sub-grant. 

See the complete list of California Account Codes in Form 8.  

Be sure that your charter school name appears in the header on all pages. 
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PCSGP Form 4—Proposed Budget Summary 
Applicants must complete PCSGP Form 4–Proposed Budget Summary as an excel 
worksheet and print as part of the application submission package. Form 4 is available 
for download at: http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fo/r1/pcsgp17rfar1.asp. Instructions for 
completing this form can be found on Form 4. 

PCSGP Form 5—Proposed Budget Narrative 
Provide sufficient detail to justify the school budget. The budget narrative page(s) must 
provide sufficient information to describe activities and costs associated with each 
object code. Include budget items that reflect the actual cost of implementing the 
activities described in the work plan that the PCSGP grant will support. Group 
information by object code series and provide totals by object code series, year, and 
term of sub-grant. Object code series totals must correspond exactly to budget 
summary form. 

Applicants must complete PCSGP Form 5–Proposed Budget Narrative as an excel 
worksheet and print as part of the application submission package. Form 5 is available 
for download at: http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fo/r1/pcsgp17rfar1.asp. Instructions for 
completing this form can be found on Form 4. 
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PCSGP Form 6—Charter School Work Plan/Activities 

Instructions for Completing Form 6—Charter School Work 
Plan/Activities: 
Under the Element column, include specific activities and action steps that align to and 
support the implementation of the associated element. Applicant may include multiple 
activities that support each element and add additional rows as needed. The page limit for 
this form is 15 pages.  

Under the Start Date and End Date columns, enter beginning and ending dates to complete 
each activity and action step, using both month and year designations. 

Under the Position/Person Responsible column, enter the name and/or position of the 
person responsible for ensuring that each action step is completed according to the 
proposed timeline.  

Under the Evidence Column, describe what will be used as evidence of project completion 
that will be submitted to CDE, upon request for monitoring purposes.  

Upon submission of the initial PCSGP application, leave the percentage completed column 
blank. This column is reserved for the reporting of an annual PCSGP Work Plan Status 
Report. 

The work plan activity/chart will not be scored as a separate component in the peer review 
process. However, work plan activities and how those activities align and support the 
narrative for each element will be considered by the peer reviewers when scoring each 
section.  

An adequate work plan includes the following: 

• At least one action or activity is identified for each required element section, each 
objective identified in the narrative, and on the work plan. 

• Actions and activities required to implement each objective including timeline with 
specific start and end dates.  

• Individual position and/or person responsible for activity completion, and the person 
responsible for oversight and monitoring.  

• Evidence to be submitted to CDE to verify progress on the 
implementation/completion of each specific activity. 
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PCSGP Form 6—Charter School Work Plan/Activities 

Charter School Work Plan Activities Table 

Element Start Date End Date 
Position/ 
Person 

Responsible 
Evidence Percent 

Completed 
School Identity and 
Governance Structure 
Actions/Activities: 
(Enter Action/Activities) 

(Enter 
Project 
Start Date)  

(Enter 
Project 
End Date)  

(Enter Name or 
Position 
Responsible) 

(Enter the type 
of evidence to 
be provided)  

(Leave 
Blank) 

Education Program 
Actions/Activities: 
(Enter Action/Activities) 

(Enter 
Project 
Start Date)  

(Enter 
Project 
End Date)  

(Enter Name or 
Position 
Responsible) 

(Enter the type of 
evidence to be 
provided)  

(Leave 
Blank) 

Building a High Quality 
Charter School 
Actions/Activities: 
(Enter Action/Activities) 

(Enter 
Project 
Start Date)  

(Enter 
Project 
End Date)  

(Enter Name or 
Position 
Responsible) 

(Enter the type of 
evidence to be 
provided)  

(Leave 
Blank) 

Engagement 
Actions/Activities: 
(Enter Action/Activities) 

(Enter 
Project 
Start Date)  

(Enter 
Project 
End Date)  

(Enter Name or 
Position 
Responsible) 

(Enter the type of 
evidence to be 
provided)  

(Leave 
Blank) 
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PCSGP Form 6 Example—Charter School Work Plan/Activities 

A partial Work Plan example is shown below.   

Element Start 
Date 

End 
Date 

Position/ 
Person 

Responsible 
Evidence Percent 

Completed 
Building A High Quality Charter 
School 
Professional Development Plan 
Actions/Activities: 

• Teachers will attend a two-day 
work shop on adapting 
curriculum and instruction 

8/1/21 8/3/21 Principal  Agenda, sign-
in sheets 

Leave 
blank  

Engagement 
Parent and Community Involvement 
Actions/Activities: 

• Coffee with the Principal 
Meetings for Parents before 
school.  

9/1/21 6/30/22 Principal Agenda, 
meeting notes, 
instructional 
materials  

Leave 
blank 

Engagement 
Parent and Community Involvement 
Actions/Activities: 

• Establish School Site Council, 
hold monthly meetings 

9/1/21 6/30/22 Principal Agenda, 
meeting notes, 
instructional 
materials  

Leave 
blank 

Engagement 
Notification and Admissions 
Actions/Activities: 

• Set up school webpage 
• Hold Open house events 
• Create Flyers 
• Door to Door Campaign 

6/1/21 6/30/21 Outreach 
Coordinator 

Live Webpage, 
Sign In Sheets, 
Flyers, Dates 
and locations 
for flyer 
distribution 

Leave 
blank 
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PCSGP Form 7–Sub-grant Conditions and Assurances 
Applicants must sign PCSGP Form 7–Sub-grant Conditions and Assurances as an 
Adobe PDF form and print as part of the application submission package. Form 7 is 
available for download at: ENTER hyperlink here  

PCSGP Form 8–General Assurances and Certifications 
(Required for all Applicants) 

The school must retain a copy of the General Assurances and Certifications for 
its records.  

All sub-grantees are required to retain on file a copy of these general assurances for 
the charter school records and for audit purposes. Please download the 2020–20 
General Assurances and Certifications located on the California Department of 
Education (CDE) Funding Forms web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fo/fm/ff.asp. 
The applicant is required to print and retain a copy of these specific assurances at 
the charter school site. The signature on the front of the application indicates 
acknowledgement and agreement to all assurances. Submit a copy of the general 
assurances to the CDE as part of the grant application package. 

Certifications Regarding Drug-Free Workplace, Lobbying, and Debarment and 
Suspension  
Retain a copy for the school’s records.  

Download the following three forms from the certifications section on the CDE Funding 
Forms web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fo/fm/ff.asp. 

• Drug-Free Workplace 
• Lobbying 
• Debarment and Suspension 

Print, sign, and retain at the charter school site. The signature on the front of the 
application indicates acknowledgement and agreement to all assurances and 
certifications. 
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Payee Data Record 
The Payee Data Record form can be downloaded at the State of California’s Department of 
General Services web Page at: 
https://www.dgsapps.dgs.ca.gov/osp/StatewideFormsWeb/Forms.aspx 

Enter “Payee Data Record” in the search box to download an accessible pdf form. This 
document is required for all applicants at the time the application is submitted. 
Failure to submit will disqualify the applicant from being considered for funding.  
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Appendix A: Public Charter Schools Grant Program Rubric 

Preference Points to be scored by CDE Staff 
Quality Opportunity Zone Signed Facility Agreement Less than 10 Charter School Region 
The QOZ and Urban/Rural status has 
been verified.  

The application includes a signed 
facility agreement.  

The school is located in a verified 
region with less than 10 Charter 
Schools  

Points: 1 or 0 Points: 1 or 0 Points 1 or 0 
 

Charter School Identity and Governance Structure (Required) 
Score: ____/4 points. 

Narrative Element 4 3 2 1 
Autonomy from 
Authorizer 

The narrative provides 
a clear description of 
the flexibility and level 
of autonomy the school 
has from the authorizer 
over budget, 
expenditures, 
personnel, and daily 
operations. The 
narrative references the 
MOU between the 
authorizer and the 
charter school and the 
roles and 
responsibilities of each 
party. 

The narrative provides 
a clear description of 
the flexibility and level 
of autonomy the school 
has from the authorizer 
over budget, 
expenditures, 
personnel, and daily 
operations. The 
narrative clearly 
describes a charter 
school, which is 
autonomous from the 
authorizer. 

The narrative 
provides a limited 
description of the 
flexibility and level of 
autonomy the school 
has from the 
authorizer over 
budget, 
expenditures, 
personnel, and daily 
operations.  

The narrative does 
not provide a 
description of the 
level of autonomy 
the charter school 
has from the 
authorizer in terms 
of budget, 
expenditures, 
personnel, and 
daily operations or 
the charter school 
is NOT 
autonomous. 

CA State Board of Education Page 271 of 567

 

PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e288 



Public Charter Schools Grant Program 
Request for Applications 2020–23 

Page 40 of 81 
Narrative Element 4 3 2 1 

Autonomy from 
Charter Management 
Organization (if 
applicable) 

The narrative provides 
a detailed description of 
the level of autonomy 
the school has from the 
CMO over budget, 
expenditures, 
personnel, and daily 
operations including 
how individual sites 
maintain fiscal reporting 
requirements, individual 
school equipment and 
supply procurement, 
and reporting out to 
authorizers. 

The narrative provides 
a clear description of 
the flexibility and level 
of autonomy the school 
has from the CMO 
over budget, 
expenditures, 
personnel, and daily 
operations with some 
reference to individual 
site fiscal and 
procurement 
procedures.  

The narrative 
provides a limited 
description of the 
flexibility and level of 
autonomy the school 
has from the CMO 
over budget, 
expenditures, 
personnel, and daily 
operations. 

The narrative does 
not provide a 
description of the 
flexibility and level 
of autonomy the 
school has from 
the CMO over 
budget, 
expenditures, 
personnel, and 
daily operations. 

Partner Organizations 
(if applicable) 

The narrative provides 
a detailed description of 
roles and 
responsibilities of any 
partner organizations, 
administrative and 
contractual roles 
including details on 
services being provided 
to the school.  

The narrative provides 
a description of roles 
and responsibilities of 
any partner 
organizations, 
administrative and 
contractual roles. 

The narrative 
provides a limited 
description of roles 
for any partner 
organizations, 
administrative and 
contractual roles. 

The narrative does 
not provide an 
adequate 
description of roles 
and 
responsibilities of 
any partner 
organizations, 
administrative and 
contractual roles. 
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Narrative Element 4 3 2 1 

Student demographics The narrative includes a 
detailed description of 
the expected student 
demographics including 
subgroups, grade levels 
or ages, and 
geographical 
boundaries to be 
served.  

The narrative includes 
a detailed description 
of the expected 
student demographics 
including subgroups 
and grade levels or 
ages to be served. 

The narrative 
provides a minimal 
description of the 
expected student 
demographics 
including grade 
levels to be served. 

The narrative does 
not describe the 
expected student 
demographics. 

School staffing The narrative includes a 
detailed description and 
quantity of staff 
positions at the school 
site, certificated and 
classified. The narrative 
also includes a 
justification for the level 
of propose staffing, and 
student to staff ratio. 

The narrative includes 
the quantity and a 
limited description of 
staff positions at the 
school site, certificated 
and classified. The 
narrative also includes 
a student to staff ratio. 

The narrative 
includes the quantity 
of staff positions at 
the school site, 
certificated and 
classified and a 
student to staff ratio. 

The narrative 
includes the 
quantity of staff 
positions at the 
school site. NO 
student to staff 
ratio included.  

Governance Structure The narrative includes 
an organization chart, 
and clear details on 
who will manage the 
grant budget, 
expenditures, 
expenditure approval 
process, and all 
reporting requirements.  

The narrative includes 
an organization chart, 
and clear details on 
who will manage the 
grant budget, 
expenditures, and 
approval processes.  

The narrative 
includes limited 
details on who will 
manage the grant 
budget, and 
expenditures.  

The narrative 
includes a few 
details how the 
grant budget will 
be managed, 
primarily through a 
back office 
provider.  
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Narrative Element 4 3 2 1 

Board Membership 
(Any perceived 
conflicts of interest 
may require further 
clarification to the 
CDE) 

The narrative 
references the by-laws 
and the required 
number of board 
members. All names 
and positions on the 
board are included in 
the narrative and 
resumes for all board 
members are included 
in the appendices.  

The narrative lists the 
required number of 
board members 
including the names 
and positions on the 
board. Resumes for all 
board members are 
included in the 
appendices.  

The narrative lists the 
board members 
names. Resumes for 
all listed board 
members are 
included in the 
appendices. 

The narrative lists 
the board 
members names. 
Resumes for 
some, but not all, 
of the board 
members are 
included. 

Business or Personnel 
Services to be 
contracted if 
applicable.  
(Any perceived 
conflicts of interest 
may require further 
clarification to the 
CDE) 

The narrative describes 
how the school will 
manage the hiring of 
personnel and day to 
day business services. 
If contractors are to be 
used, the narrative will 
describe the justification 
for the choice of 
contractors (vetting 
process). 

The narrative clearly 
describes how the 
school will manage the 
hiring of personnel and 
day to day business 
services. If contractors 
are used, the names of 
the businesses are 
provided.  

The narrative 
provides a limited 
description of how 
the school will 
manage the hiring of 
personnel and day to 
day business 
services.  

The narrative only 
provides a name 
of the contract 
service provider 
and no other 
information.  
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Narrative Element 4 3 2 1 

Capacity Building The narrative provides 
a detailed description of 
a sustainability plan for 
school governance and 
leadership. The 
narrative also describes 
how governance and 
fiscal training will be 
completed annually for 
all board members and 
site leadership.   

The narrative provides 
a detailed description 
of a sustainability plan 
for school governance 
and leadership. The 
narrative also 
describes how 
governance and fiscal 
training will be 
completed. 

The narrative 
provides a limited 
description of a 
sustainability plan for 
school governance 
and leadership. The 
narrative also 
describes 
governance and 
fiscal training. 

The narrative 
provides very little 
information about 
a sustainability 
plan for school 
governance and 
leadership. The 
narrative does not 
include 
governance and 
fiscal training. 
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Education Program (Required)  
Score: ____/4points. 

Narrative Element 4 3 2 1 
Uniqueness of the 
program  

The narrative includes a 
detailed description the 
education program 
including how the 
program is unique to the 
area where the school 
is located. Information 
from multiple 
neighboring schools is 
used for comparison. 

The narrative includes a 
detailed description the 
education program 
including how the 
program is unique to 
the area where the 
school is located. 
Information from one 
neighboring school is 
used for comparison. 

The narrative 
includes a limited 
description the 
education program 
including how the 
program is unique to 
the area. One 
neighboring school 
is used for 
comparison.  

The narrative 
includes a limited 
description the 
education program 
including how the 
program is unique 
to the area. No 
comparison 
information is 
provided.  

Curriculum and 
Instructional Practices 

The narrative includes a 
detailed curriculum 
description including the 
subjects and academic 
content to be taught at 
the school. Instructional 
practices are described 
in detail including the 
techniques or 
methodology used by 
teachers to help engage 
students and increase 
student learning. 
Differentiated instruction 
is evident in the 
description.  

The narrative includes a 
description of the 
curriculum subjects and 
academic content to be 
taught at the school. 
Instructional practices 
are described with 
some detail including 
the techniques or 
methodology used by 
teachers with limited 
description of student 
engagement and 
differentiation.  

The narrative 
includes a list of 
curriculum subjects 
to be taught at the 
school. Instructional 
practices are 
described with some 
detail including the 
techniques or 
methodology used 
by teachers to 
increase student 
learning.  

The narrative 
includes a list of 
curriculum 
subjects to be 
taught at the 
school. 
Instructional 
practices listed.  
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Narrative Element 4 3 2 1 

Research Based 
Educational Program 

The narrative describes 
the justification for the 
school education 
program including 
evidence to support 
how it will improve 
academic success for 
the students being 
served by the school. 
The narrative includes 
multiple citations of 
evidence based 
research supporting the 
education program.  

The narrative describes 
the justification for the 
school education 
program including 
evidence to support 
how it will improve 
academic success for 
the students being 
served by the school. 
The narrative includes 
one citation of evidence 
based research to 
support the education 
program choice.  

The narrative only 
describes the school 
education program 
including one piece 
of evidence to 
support how it will 
improve academic 
success for the 
students being 
served by the 
school. 

The narrative only 
describes the 
school education 
program with no 
evidence to 
support the choice 
of education 
program. 

School-wide 
performance 
objectives and 
methods of 
assessment 

The narrative provides 
detailed performance 
objectives for the first 
five years of operation 
and a description of 
how the objectives will 
be assessed each year. 
The narrative includes 
multiple measures for 
assessing progress and 
objectives are specific, 
measurable, achievable 
reasonable, and time 
specific.  

The narrative provides 
a list of performance 
objectives for the first 
five years of operation 
and a description of the 
multiple measures for 
assessing progress. 
The objectives are 
specific, measurable, 
achievable reasonable, 
and time specific. 

The narrative 
provides a list of 
performance 
objectives and a 
description of the 
assessment 
measures for 
assessing progress. 
The objectives are 
specific, 
measurable, 
achievable 
reasonable, and 
time specific. 

The narrative 
provides a list of 
performance 
objectives and a 
list of assessment 
methods.  
OR  
The objectives are 
NOT measurable 
OR time specific. 
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Narrative Element 4 3 2 1 

Monitoring of Sub-
group Academic 
Achievement 

The narrative provides 
detailed plans on how 
subgroup academic 
achievement will be 
monitored using 
multiple measures, at 
multiple benchmark 
dates, including formal 
and informal 
assessment data.  

The narrative provides 
detailed plans on how 
subgroup academic 
achievement will be 
monitored using 
multiple measures, at 
multiple benchmark 
dates. 

The narrative 
provides a plan to 
monitor subgroup 
academic 
achievement using 
multiple measures.  

The narrative 
provides a plan to 
monitor subgroup 
academic 
achievement using 
CAASPP data 
only.  

Expansion 
Applicants ONLY 
Educational Program 
for Grade Level 
Expansion 

The narrative provides 
details on the grades to 
be added, a sound 
timeline, and a detailed 
description of the 
additional curriculum 
and instructional 
strategies for the new 
grade levels.  

The narrative provides 
details on the grades to 
be added, a sound 
timeline, and a limited 
description of the 
additional curriculum 
and instructional 
strategies for the new 
grade levels. 

The narrative lists 
the grades to be 
added with a sound 
timeline, with a list 
of topics to be 
covered in the new 
grades. Instructional 
strategies remain 
the same as prior 
grades.  

The narrative lists 
the grades to be 
added, there is no 
timeline. OR 
Curriculum and 
instructional 
strategies for the 
new grades is not 
described.  
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Targeted Funding for Building a High Quality Charter School (Required) 
Conditions of Learning Part 1 Score: ____/4 points. 

Narrative Element 4 3 2 1 
Teacher Recruitment 
and Retention 

The narrative provides a 
detailed plan for 
recruiting and retaining 
fully credentialed 
teachers and to assure 
all employees complete 
mandatory background 
checks.  

The narrative provides a 
limited plan for recruiting 
and retaining fully 
credentialed teachers 
including mandatory 
background checks. 

The narrative 
provides a plan for 
recruiting teachers 
but only a limited 
response to 
retaining fully 
credentialed 
teachers. 

The narrative only 
provides a list of 
resources for 
recruiting OR does 
not discuss 
retention at all.  

Professional 
Development Plan 

The narrative provides a 
detailed Professional 
Development plan, 
including a time line, 
which is in alignment 
with the philosophy, 
goals and objectives of 
the school.  

The narrative provides a 
limited Professional 
Development plan, 
including a time line, 
which is somewhat 
aligned with the 
philosophy, goals and 
objectives of the school. 

The narrative 
provides a list of 
professional 
development 
activities with a 
timeline, which is 
somewhat aligned 
with the goals and 
objectives of the 
school. 

The narrative only 
provides a list of 
professional 
development 
activities OR the 
activities/plan does 
NOT align with the 
philosophy, goals 
or objectives of the 
school. 

School Culture and 
Climate 

The narrative clearly 
describes the culture 
and climate to be 
developed at the school 
with a clear plan for 
developing it as part of 
the Professional 
Development Plan.   

The narrative describes 
the culture and climate 
to be developed at the 
school with a clear plan 
for developing it.   

The narrative 
describes the 
culture and climate 
to be developed at 
the school but has 
no clear plan for 
developing it.   

The narrative fails 
to describe the 
culture OR climate 
at the school.  
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Narrative Element 4 3 2 1 

Student record 
retention and transfer 
processes 

The narrative provides a 
detailed description of 
the student record 
retention and transfer 
processes including any 
technology to be used 
for this purpose and a 
timeline for processing 
records requests.  

The narrative provides a 
limited description of the 
student record retention 
and transfer processes 
including the name of a 
software vendor to be 
used.  

The narrative briefly 
discusses the 
student record 
retention and 
transfer processes. 

The narrative 
describes the 
software program 
only and not the 
process.  

Equal access to 
technology for all 
students 

The narrative provides a 
detailed description of 
how students who do not 
have access to 
technology outside of 
school will be able to 
access the same 
resources as those with 
technology resources 
beyond the school.  

The narrative provides a 
limited description of 
how students who do not 
have access to 
technology outside of 
school will be able to 
access the same 
resources as those with 
technology resources 
beyond the school. 

The narrative 
provides a list of 
alternative 
resources for 
students who do 
not have access to 
technology outside 
of school.  

The narrative does 
not address this 
issue at all.  

Instructional 
improvement systems 

The narrative provides a 
detailed description of 
instructional 
improvement strategies 
and tools to be used by 
admin, staff, and 
teachers to manage 
continuous improvement 
of all student subgroups.  

The narrative provides a 
limited description of 
instructional 
improvement strategies 
and tools to be used by 
admin, staff, and 
teachers to manage 
continuous improvement 
of all student subgroups. 

The narrative 
provides a list 
instructional 
improvement 
strategies and tools 
to be used by 
admin, staff, and 
teachers to manage 
continuous 
improvement for 
MOST of the 
student subgroups. 

The narrative only 
lists instructional 
improvement tools 
OR the tools are 
not designed to 
support continuous 
improvement OR 
the tools do not 
meet the needs of 
multiple student 
subgroups.   
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Conditions of Learning Part 2 Score: ____/4 points. 

Narrative Element 4 3 2 1 
Compliance with IDEA The narrative provides a 

clear description of how 
the school will fully 
comply with sections 
613(a)(5) and 
613(e)(1)(B) of the 
IDEA. A description of 
any MOU (if applicable) 
for services is briefly 
described.  

The narrative provides a 
clear description of how 
the school will fully 
comply with sections 
613(a)(5) and 
613(e)(1)(B) of the 
IDEA. A MOU for 
services (if applicable) is 
mentioned. 

The narrative only 
discusses a MOU 
for services.  

The narrative 
does not provide 
a description OR 
any details about 
an MOU for 
services.  

Use of grant funds to 
support educationally 
disadvantaged 
students 

The narrative provides a 
clear description of how 
grant funds will be used 
to support the needs of 
educationally 
disadvantaged students. 
The description 
addresses all of the 
following: Assessment, 
Curriculum, Instruction, 
Equity, and Professional 
Learning. The 
description is reflected in 
the budget narrative. 

The narrative provides a 
description of how grant 
funds will be used to 
support the needs of 
educationally 
disadvantaged students. 
The description 
addresses most of the 
following: Assessment, 
Curriculum, Instruction, 
Equity, and Professional 
Learning. The 
description is reflected in 
the budget narrative. 

The narrative 
provides a list of 
how grant funds will 
be used to support 
the needs of 
educationally 
disadvantaged 
students in most of 
the following areas: 
Assessment, 
Curriculum, 
Instruction, Equity, 
and Professional 
Learning. 

The narrative only 
provides a list of 
how grant funds 
will be used to 
support the needs 
of educationally 
disadvantaged 
students AND 
they are not tied 
to any of the 
following: 
Assessment, 
Curriculum, 
Instruction, 
Equity, and 
Professional 
Learning. 
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Narrative Element 4 3 2 1 

Reclassification of 
English Learners 

The narrative details a 
process for the 
academic improvement 
and reclassification of 
English Learners. 

The narrative provides 
limited details regarding 
the process for 
academic improvement 
and reclassification of 
English Learners. 

The narrative 
provides limited 
details regarding the 
process for 
reclassification of 
English Learners. 

The narrative only 
provides a list of 
assessments to 
be used to 
evaluate English 
Learners. 

Equal access to 
enrollment at the 
school and 
participation in school 
programs. 

The narrative provides 
details on how 
educationally 
disadvantaged students 
will be given equal 
access to enroll at the 
charter school and 
participate in school 
programs including after 
school programs. 
Transportation needs 
are addressed in the 
narrative.  

The narrative provides 
details on how 
educationally 
disadvantaged students 
will be given equal 
access to enroll at the 
charter school and 
participate in school 
programs including after 
school programs.  

The narrative 
provides limited 
information on how 
educationally 
disadvantaged 
students will be 
given equal access 
to enroll at the 
charter school and 
participate in school 
programs  

The narrative 
does not provide 
information on 
how educationally 
disadvantaged 
students will be 
given equal 
access to enroll at 
the charter school 
OR participate in 
school programs.  
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Engagement (Required) 
Score: ____/4 points. 
The applicant must describe a sustainability plan and a description of other funding resources. This description must 
address the following: 

Narrative Element 4 3 2 1 
Parent and 
Community 
Involvement:  

The narrative provides a 
detailed description of 
how parents and the 
community will have 
input and involvement 
with the following:  
• Planning, program 

design, and 
implementation of the 
school 

• Developing the 
school culture and 
climate 

• Receiving feedback 
on student progress 
and achievement 
results 

The narrative provides a 
limited description of how 
parents and the 
community will have input 
and involvement with the 
following:  
• Planning, program 

design, and 
implementation of the 
school 

• Developing the school 
culture and climate 

• Receiving feedback on 
student progress and 
achievement results 

The narrative 
provides a list of 
ways how parents 
and the community 
will have input and 
involvement with the 
following:  
• Planning, program 

design, and 
implementation of 
the school 

• Developing the 
school culture and 
climate 

• Receiving 
feedback on 
student progress 
and achievement 
results 

The narrative 
does not address 
each of the 
required 
involvement 
elements:  

• Planning, 
program 
design, and 
implementation 
of the school 

• Developing the 
school culture 
and climate 

• Receiving 
feedback on 
student 
progress and 
achievement 
results 

On-going Parental 
Involvement 

The narrative provides a 
detailed process to 
ensure on-going 
parental involvement. 

The narrative provides a 
process to ensure on-
going parental 
involvement. 

The narrative 
provides a list of 
activities only. 

A process for on-
going parental 
involvement is 
not included.  
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Narrative Element 4 3 2 1 

Absenteeism and 
Dropout Rates 

The narrative describes 
in detail how grant funds 
will be used to address 
absenteeism, dropout 
rates, and graduation 
rates (if applicable). The 
description is reflected 
in the budget narrative.  

The narrative briefly 
describes how grant 
funds will be used to 
address absenteeism, 
dropout rates, and 
graduation rates (if 
applicable). The 
description is reflected in 
the budget narrative. 

The narrative 
provides a list of 
activities to address 
absenteeism, 
dropout rates, and 
graduation rates (if 
applicable).  

The narrative 
provides a list of 
activities that 
only address 
absenteeism OR 
dropout rates OR 
graduation rates 
(if applicable). 

Student Discipline and 
Safety 

The narrative describes 
in detail how grant funds 
will be used to develop 
intervention programs to 
address the following: 
• Suspension and 

expulsion rates 
• School safety and 

connectedness 
issues.  

The description is 
reflected in the budget 
narrative. 

The narrative describes 
how grant funds will be 
used to develop 
intervention programs to 
address the following: 
• Suspension and 

expulsion rates 
• School safety and 

connectedness issues.  
The description is 
reflected in the budget 
narrative. 

The narrative 
provides a list of 
activities to address 
the following: 
• Suspension and 

expulsion rates 
• School safety and 

connectedness 
issues.  

 

The narrative 
provides a list of 
activities that 
only address 
suspension and 
expulsion rates 
OR school safety 
and 
connectedness 
issues. 
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Narrative Element 4 3 2 1 

Notification and 
Admissions 

The narrative provides a 
detailed description of 
the following: 
• How the community 

will be informed 
about the charter 
school and given 
equal opportunity to 
attend 

• Admission 
preferences 
approved by the 
authorizer 

• Admission and public 
random drawing 
process. 

The narrative provides a 
limited description of the 
following: 
• How the community 

will be informed about 
the charter school and 
given equal 
opportunity to attend 

• Admission preferences 
approved by the 
authorizer 

• Admission and public 
random drawing 
process. 

The narrative 
provides a list of 
activities for the 
following: 
• How the 

community will be 
informed about 
the charter 
school and given 
equal opportunity 
to attend 

• Admission 
preferences 
approved by the 
authorizer 

• Admission and 
public random 
drawing process. 

The narrative 
provides a list of 
activities that 
only addresses 
following: 
• How the 

community 
will be 
informed 
about the 
charter school 
and given 
equal 
opportunity to 
attend OR 

• Admission 
preferences 
approved by 
the authorizer 
OR 

• Admission 
and public 
random 
drawing 
process. 
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Work Plan (Required) 
Score: ____/4 points. 

Work Plan Activities Support Building a High Quality Charter School in the following areas: 
Narrative Element 4 3 2 1 

Governance (G) Activities identified in 
the work plan are clear 
and align to support the 
full plan. Activities 
identified include 
specific implementation 
dates, and identify who 
is responsible and what 
evidence will be 
provided. 

Activities identified in the 
work plan provide limited 
support of the plan 
identified in the narrative. 
Activities identified include 
range of implementation 
dates, but did not identify 
who is responsible and/or 
what evidence will be 
provided. 

Activities identified 
in the work plan do 
not align or 
support the full 
plan identified in 
the narrative. 

Activities do not 
include dates, 
who is 
responsible, or 
evidence. 

Educational Program 
(EP) including 
Monitoring Student 
Academic 
Achievement (MSAA) 
 

Activities identified in 
the work plan are clear 
and align to support the 
full plan. Activities 
identified include 
specific implementation 
dates, and identify who 
is responsible and what 
evidence will be 
provided. 

Activities identified in the 
work plan provide limited 
support of the plan 
identified in the narrative. 
Activities identified include 
range of implementation 
dates, but did not identify 
who is responsible and/or 
what evidence will be 
provided. 

Activities identified 
in the work plan do 
not align or 
support the full 
plan identified in 
the narrative. 

Activities do not 
include dates, 
who is 
responsible, or 
evidence. 
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Narrative Element 4 3 2 1 

Conditions of Learning 
Part 1 
• Teacher 

Recruitment (TR) 
• Professional 

Development (PD) 

Activities identified in 
the work plan are clear 
and align to support the 
full plan. Activities 
identified include 
specific implementation 
dates, and identify who 
is responsible and what 
evidence will be 
provided. 

Activities identified in the 
work plan provide limited 
support of the plan 
identified in the narrative. 
Activities identified include 
range of implementation 
dates, but did not identify 
who is responsible and/or 
what evidence will be 
provided. 

Activities identified 
in the work plan do 
not align or 
support the full 
plan identified in 
the narrative. 

Activities do not 
include dates, 
who is 
responsible, or 
evidence. 

Conditions of Learning 
Part 2 
• Address needs of 

students with 
disabilities and 
English Learners 

Activities identified in 
the work plan are clear 
and align to support the 
full plan. Activities 
identified include 
specific implementation 
dates, and identify who 
is responsible and what 
evidence will be 
provided. 

Activities identified in the 
work plan provide limited 
support of the plan 
identified in the narrative. 
Activities identified include 
range of implementation 
dates, but did not identify 
who is responsible and/or 
what evidence will be 
provided. 

Activities identified 
in the work plan do 
not align or 
support the full 
plan identified in 
the narrative. 

Activities do not 
include dates, 
who is 
responsible, or 
evidence. 

Engagement 
• Parent and 

Community 
Involvement (PCI) 

• Notification and 
Admissions (NA) 

Activities identified in 
the work plan are clear 
and align to support the 
full plan. Activities 
identified include 
specific implementation 
dates, and identify who 
is responsible and what 
evidence will be 
provided. 

Activities identified in the 
work plan provide limited 
support of the plan 
identified in the narrative. 
Activities identified include 
range of implementation 
dates, but did not identify 
who is responsible and/or 
what evidence will be 
provided. 

Activities identified 
in the work plan do 
not align or 
support the full 
plan identified in 
the narrative. 

Activities do not 
include dates, 
who is 
responsible, or 
evidence. 
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High Quality Charter School Evidence 
Expansion and Replication Applicants ONLY – To be verified and scored by CDE Staff. 

Narrative Element High Quality Making Meaningful Progress Not High Quality 
Schoolwide CAASPP 
ELA Data 

Evidence provided shows 
Schoolwide performance 
indicators are Blue or 
Green. 

Evidence provided shows one 
year of significant improvement 
on CAASPP ELA scores, and 
performance indicator is Yellow 
or above for two consecutive 
years.  

Evidence provided shows 
Schoolwide performance 
indicators are Orange or Red. 

Schoolwide CAASPP 
Math Data 

Evidence provided shows 
Schoolwide performance 
indicators are Blue or 
Green. 

Evidence provided shows one 
year of significant improvement 
on CAASPP Math scores, and 
performance indicator is Yellow 
or above for two consecutive 
years.  

Evidence provided shows 
Schoolwide performance 
indicators are Orange or Red. 

Schoolwide 
Suspension Rate 
Indicator 

Evidence provided shows 
Schoolwide performance 
indicators are Blue or 
Green. 

Evidence provided shows one 
year of significant improvement 
on Suspension Rate Indicator, 
and performance indicator is 
Yellow or above for two 
consecutive years.  

Evidence provided shows 
Schoolwide performance 
indicators are Orange or Red. 

Schoolwide Chronic 
Absenteeism Rate 
Indicator 

Evidence provided shows 
Schoolwide performance 
indicators are Blue or 
Green. 

Evidence provided shows one 
year of significant improvement 
on Chronic Absenteeism Rate 
Indicator, and performance 
indicator is Yellow or above for 
two consecutive years.  

Evidence provided shows 
Schoolwide performance 
indicators are Orange or Red. 

OR 
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Replication Only: 
Majority of Charter 
Schools in the 
Organization meet the 
definition of a High-
Quality School 

Majority of charter 
schools under the same 
governing board meet 
one of definitions of a 
high-quality school for 
ELA and Math, 
Suspension Rate, and 
Chronic Absenteeism.   

Half of the charter schools under 
the governing board meet one of 
the definitions of a high-quality 
school for ELA and Math, 
Suspension Rate, and Chronic 
Absenteeism. 

Majority of charter schools 
under the same governing 
board DO NOT meet one of 
definitions of a high-quality 
school for ELA and Math, 
Suspension Rate, and Chronic 
Absenteeism.  

 
  

CA State Board of Education Page 289 of 567

 

PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e306 



Public Charter Schools Grant Program 
Request for Applications 2020–23 

Page 58 of 81 

 

Appendix B: Definitions of PCSGP Terms 
Admissions Criteria: see Public Random Drawing 

Approved Charter: A charter petition that has been approved by an authorizing agency 
for a public school in California. Approval must be reflected in formal minutes of the 
authorizing agency to document the approval of the charter petition. 

Attendance Area of a School: A locally determined geographic designation that 
establishes boundaries for school enrollment. 

• For the purposes of the Charter Schools Program (CSP) grant and in accordance 
with the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), Section 1113: 

(A) The term ‘school attendance area' means, in relation to a particular school, 
the geographical area in which the children who are normally served by that 
school reside; and 

(B) The term ‘eligible school attendance area' means a school attendance area in 
which the percentage of children from low-income families is at least as high 
as the percentage of children from low-income families served by the local 
educational agency as a whole. 

(C) All eligible applicants must meet all physical location requirements under 
Assembly Bill 1505, 1507, and Anderson Union High School District v Shasta 
Secondary Home School decision.  

Authorizing Agency: A California school district, county office of education, or the 
State Board of Education (SBE) that has approved a charter petition, directly or on 
appeal.  

Charter Management Organization (CMO): Nonprofit entities that directly manage 
public charter schools. 

Charter Developer: An individual or group of individuals (including a public or private 
nonprofit organization), which may include teachers, administrators and other school 
staff, parents, or other members of the local community in which a charter school 
project will be carried out, as defined by Section 5210(2) of ESEA. 

Charter School: A public school that provides instruction in any grades kindergarten 
through 12 and is approved by an authorized public chartering agency as a charter 
school under the provisions of California Education Code (EC) Section 47600 et. seq. 
(Please see Appendix H for further clarification). 

Charter Schools Program (CSP): A United States Department of Education (ED) 
administered discretionary grant program. Awarded states distribute sub-grants to 
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charter school developers to assist in the development and initial operations of newly 
established or conversion charter schools. 

Classroom-based: A program that requires pupils to be engaged in educational 
activities under the immediate supervision and control of an employee of the charter 
school who possesses a valid teaching certification. (Also, referred to as site-based.) 
See EC Section 47612.5(e)(1). 

Conflict of Interest: Charter school and non-profit public benefit corporation board 
members are regarded as governmental representatives and as such are subject to 
provisions of the Fair Political Practices Act and federal regulations found in 34 Code of 
Federal Regulations (CFR) Section 75.525. 

Conversion School: A traditional public school that converts to charter status under 
the processes established in EC Section 47605. 

County District School (CDS) Code: The CDS (County-District-School) code system 
is an administrative convenience designed to provide the California Department of 
Education (CDE), the Department of Finance, and postsecondary institutions with a 
basis for tracking schools. This 14-digit code is the official, unique identification of a 
school within California. The first two digits identify the county, the next five digits 
identify the school district, and the last seven digits identify the school. 

Direct-Funded: A funding designation under which a charter school receives funds and 
applies for grants independently from the school’s chartering authority. A charter school 
annually selects its funding status via the Charter Schools Annual Information Survey 
distributed by the CDE. (Also, see Locally Funded.)  

DUNS-Data Universal Numbering System Number: Required when applying for 
federal grants or cooperative agreements on or after October 1, 2003. 

ED: The Federal Department of Education. 

Educationally Disadvantaged Students: Unduplicated students as defined in the 
Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF). Unduplicated students are (1) English learners, 
(2) meet income or categorical eligibility requirements for free or reduced-price meals 
under the National School Lunch Program, or (3) are foster youth. 

Education Management Organization (EMO): Education management organizations 
(EMOs) are largely for-profit firms that may provide “whole-school operation” services to 
public school agencies. 

Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA): The Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act of 1965. ESEA is the primary federal legislation for primary (elementary) 
and secondary education in the United States. 
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Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA): The Every Student Succeeds Act was signed 
into law on December 10, 2015 and reauthorized the ESEA. 

Expand: The term “Expand,” when used with respect to a high-quality charter school, 
means to significantly increase enrollment or add one or more grades to the high-quality 
charter school. 

Grant Award Notification (GAN): a legally binding document between the CDE and 
the grantee or sub-grantee for purposes of this Request for Applications (RFA) and the 
Public Charter Schools Grant Program (PCSGP). An official document signed by an 
authorized official stating the amount, terms, and conditions of the grant award.  

Grantee: For the purposes of this RFA and the PCSGP, the CDE is the “grantee.” 

Implementation Phase: A period of time between when the grant recipient’s school 
begins serving students and the end of the grant period. If the school is operational and 
serving students at the time of award, then it starts the grant period in the 
implementation phase. The implementation phase may not exceed 24 months. 

High Quality Charter School: As defined by Section 4310(3) of ESEA, as amended by 
the ESSA, means a charter school that: 

• Shows evidence of strong academic results, which may include strong student 
academic growth, as determined by a State; 

• Has no significant issues in the areas of student safety, financial and operational 
management, or statutory or regulatory compliance (maybe be verified with letter 
from authorizer); 

• Has demonstrated success in significantly increasing school wide student 
academic achievement, including graduation rates where applicable; 

• Has demonstrated success in increasing student academic achievement, 
including graduation rates where applicable, for a majority of the subgroups of 
students, as defined in Section 1111(c)(2), except that such demonstration is not 
required in a case in which the number of students in a group is insufficient to 
yield statistically reliable information or the results would reveal personally 
identifiable information about an individual student. 

For the 2020-23 RFA, the CDE defines strong academic results as school-wide 
performance at Blue or Green levels in both ELA and Mathematics on the CA 
Dashboard.  

CDE will also require all PCSGP Expansion and Replication applicants to show the 
following additional evidence of high quality:  
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• Schoolwide performance at Blue or Green levels on the Suspension Rate 
Indicator; 

• Schoolwide performance at Blue or Green levels on the Chronic Absenteeism 
Indicator. 

Locally Funded: A funding designation that provides funding for a charter school 
through the school’s chartering authority, or other local educational agency (LEA). A 
charter school annually selects its funding status via the Charter Schools Annual 
Information Survey distributed by the CDE. (Also, see Direct-Funded.)  

Lottery: See Public Random Drawing 

Newly Established Charter School: For purposes of the PCSGP grant award, a newly 
established charter school is defined as: 

• A charter school that has not operated as a private school or under another SBE 
number, and has not operated as a charter school or non-classroom resource 
center serving students prior to July 1 of the previous fiscal year.  

Or 

• An existing traditional school that converts to a charter school. 

EC Section 47602 disallows the conversion of private schools to charter schools.  

Per AB 1505, existing charter schools acquiring a new charter-authorizing agency are 
considered a continuing charter school and are not eligible for PCSGP funds. Charter 
schools that close and then reopen with a new charter number and CDS code are not 
eligible for PCSGP funds. Neither the merging of two schools nor the separating of one 
school results in establishing a new school. 

Please note that if a school that previously received PCSGP funding closes and a new 
school opens in the same location, the latter must demonstrate autonomy from the 
previous school in order to be eligible for a PCSGP sub-grant. Such autonomy is 
demonstrated by the following criteria: 

1. New primary applicant and non-profit agency 

2. New approved charter petition 

3. New governing authority 

4. New administration 

5. Different educational program  
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6. New teachers and staff  

Non-Classroom Based: A program that does not meet the requirements defined for a 
classroom-based program. (Also referred to as non-site based.) See EC Section 
47612.5(e)(2). 

Non-Federal Entity: means a state, local government, Indian Tribe, institution of higher 
education (IHE) or nonprofit organization that carries out a Federal award as a recipient 
or sub-recipient. 

Pass-through entity: means a non-Federal entity that provides a sub-award to a sub-
recipient to carry out part of a federal program. 

Planning Phase: For new charter schools, not yet serving students, the planning phase 
ends on the day prior to the first day of instruction (including summer school programs). 
The planning phase may not exceed 18 months. 

Primary Applicant: (Formerly: Authorized Agent). School board president or lead 
petitioner. The primary applicant must verify and sign all official documents related to 
the grant award. 

Procurement: Any formal requisition process used to acquire goods and services that 
may involve the use of purchase orders, invoices, contracts, and approvals by any level 
of hierarchy at the grantee’s agency. Numerous requirements apply to procurements 
funded by PCSGP funds; please see Appendix D: Procurements for additional 
information.  

Public Charter Schools Grant Program (PCSGP): A federal discretionary grant 
program administered by the CDE. The CDE distributes sub-grants to charter school 
developers to assist in the development and initial operations of newly established or 
conversion charter schools. 

Public Random Drawing (Lottery): A random selection process used to admit 
applicants to a charter school when the number of applicants exceeds a school’s 
enrollment capacity.  

Replicate: The term “Replicate,” when used with respect to a high-quality charter 
school, means to open a new charter school, or new campus of a high-quality charter 
school, based on the educational model of an existing high-quality charter school under 
an existing charter management organization or common governing board. 

Secondary school or students: A school that is composed of any combination of 
seventh through twelfth grades. A secondary student is any student enrolled in grades 
seven through twelve.  
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School Improvement Grant: The School Improvement Grant (SIG) provides funding to 
help LEAs address the needs of schools in improvement, corrective action, and 
restructuring to improve student achievement. 

Single Audit: All non-federal entities expending $500,000 or more in combined federal 
funds (e.g., PCSGP and Title I funds, or American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
[ARRA] funds) in a single year are required by federal law to obtain and submit a Single 
Audit to the Federal Audit Clearinghouse. PCSGP recipients required to file federal 
Single Audits must submit a copy of the reporting package to the CDE Charter Schools 
Division as a PCSGP performance benchmark. Further information may be found in, 
Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Federal Register at: 
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2013/12/26/2013-30465/uniform-administrative-
requirements-cost-principles-and-audit-requirements-for-federal-awards. 

Grantees will access the Federal Audit Clearinghouse web page to submit their Single 
Audit. The web address for this web page is https://harvester.census.gov/facweb. 

State Education Agency (SEA): For the purposes of this RFA, the SEA is the SBE. 

Sub-Grantee: For the purposes of this RFA, sub-grantees or grant recipients are 
charter schools awarded a PCSGP grant.  

Sub-Recipient: A non-Federal entity that receives a sub-award from a pass-through 
entity to carry out part of a Federal program; but does not include an individual that is a 
beneficiary of such program. 

Virtual or Online Charter: A charter school in which at least 80 percent of teaching and 
student interaction occurs via the Internet. 
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Appendix C: Revolving Grant Funds for Prohibited Personnel 
Costs 

Sub-grantees are permitted to allocate prohibited personnel costs to grant funds, but 
only if there is a lack of state or local funds that would otherwise be used to fund these 
expenses, and only during the first Implementation year of the grant period. Prohibited 
personnel costs consist primarily of salaries for staff members engaged in ongoing 
operational activities, such as pupil instruction or general administration. The following 
conditions apply: 

• Sub-grantees may allocate up to the maximum of their first Implementation year 
allotment, not including any unspent funds that are carried over from the 
Planning phase.  

• Sub-grantees must replenish any funds used in this manner on or before the date 
that state or local funds are received, or by the end of the first Implementation 
year, whichever occurs first. 

• All funds replenished by the sub-grantee within the required timeframe may be 
re-allocated to allowable expenditures by the end of the grant period. 

• The California Department of Education (CDE) will issue an invoice for any funds 
that are allocated in this manner that are not replenished by the required 
timeframe. The sub-grantee will be unable to recover any funds lost in this 
manner. 

• The use of grant funds for prohibited personnel costs during the first 
Implementation year, and the replenishment of such funds will be monitored 
during the grant period. 

Authority 
Authority for the use of grant funds in this capacity has been established by a letter from 
the United Stated Department of Education (ED) in response to a number of waiver 
requests from the CDE, included in California’s application for federal funding. California 
applied for a waiver request to permit the use of grant funds for personnel costs during 
the Planning phase and the first Implementation year of the grant period. An excerpt of 
the ED’s response has been provided. Grantees are referred to as “Charter Schools 
Program (CSP) sub-grantees” and "sub-grantees” in the passage below: 

The Secretary approves CDE’s waiver request, in part, to permit CDE to allow its CSP 
sub-grantees to use CSP implementation funds for ongoing personnel salaries for the 
first operational year to cover expenses in the short term until sufficient state operational 
funds are received. The Secretary denies CDE’s request for a waiver to permit its sub- 
grantees to use CSP planning funds for ongoing personnel salaries for the first 
operational year. 
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The Secretary approves CDE’s request for a waiver to allow CSP sub-grantees to use 
CSP implementation funds to cover ongoing personnel salaries for the first operational 
year, contingent on the following: 

• CSP implementation funds may be used to cover ongoing personnel salaries 
during the first operational year only if state or local funds have been allocated 
for that purpose but are not immediately available;  

• CSP sub-grantees must cease using CSP implementation funds to cover 
ongoing personnel salaries at the end of the first operational year or as soon as 
sufficient state or local funds allocated for that purpose become available, 
whichever is sooner; 

• CSP sub-grantees must repay to the CSP sub-grant the full amount of 
implementation funds used for personnel salaries during the first operational 
year. Such funds must be repaid on or before the date the charter school 
receives State or local funds allocated for this purpose or the start of the school’s 
second operational year. These repaid funds may then be used for allowable 
purposes under the grant. 

With respect to personnel costs generally, it is important to note that some personnel 
expenses are allowable costs under the CSP. Specifically, personnel costs in the 
planning year that are associated with designing the educational program are allowed. 
Once the school opens, personnel costs are limited.  
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Appendix D: Procurement 
All Public Charter Schools Grant Program (PCSGP) sub-grantees are required to 
develop and maintain a system for the administration of the procurement of goods and 
services acquired with federal funds. This requirement is provided for in the following 
passage from the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Uniform Administrative 
Requirements, Cost Principals, and Audit Requirements, 2 CFR, Part 200, Sub-part D 
(Post Federal Award Requirements), §200.318 (General Procurement standards) 
located at: https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2013/12/26/2013-30465/uniform-
administrative-requirements-cost-principles-and-audit-requirements-for-federal-awards. 

Please note that a PCSGP sub-grantee is referred to as “sub-recipient” for the purpose 
of the following regulations: 

2 Code of Federal Regulations §200.318 General Procurement 
Standards. 

(a) Procurement standards. (1) The sub-recipient will use their own procurement 
procedures, which reflect applicable State and local laws and regulations, 
provided that the procurements conform to applicable federal law and the 
standards identified in this section.  

(b) The sub-recipient will maintain a contract administration system, which ensures 
that contractors perform in accordance with the terms, conditions, and 
specifications of their contracts or purchase orders. 

(c) (1) The sub-recipient will maintain a written code of standards of conduct 
covering conflict of interest and governing the performance of their employees 
engaged in the award and administration of contracts.  

(2) If the sub-recipient has a parent, affiliate, or subsidiary organization that is not 
a state, local government, or Indian Tribe, the parent, affiliate, or subsidiary 
organization must also maintain written standards of conduct covering 
organizational conflict of interest. 

Purpose 

The purpose of procurement regulations is to encourage best practices in the use of 
federal funds to acquire products and services, while maintaining the public’s trust. Best 
practices fulfill policy objectives while promoting transparency, accountability, effective 
management, and competition. 

Definition 

Procurement refers to the practice of requisition, or the formal demand for goods and 
services. This includes but is not limited to the use of purchase orders, invoices, and the 

CA State Board of Education Page 298 of 567

 

PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e315 



Public Charter Schools Grant Program 
Request for Applications 2020–23 

Page 67 of 81 

 

preparation of contracts, each of which is reviewed for approval at various levels of 
hierarchy within an agency.  

Procurement does not include small purchases that typically would not be reviewed by 
any system of hierarchy for approval. However, the lack of an organized procurement 
system does not exempt your organization from requirements tied to purchases that 
would otherwise be considered procurement. 

The following is an example of procurement: a school purchases a large quantity of 
textbooks through the submission of a purchase order and subsequent receipt of an 
invoice, both of which are reviewed and approved by the school’s Contracting Officer. 

The following is not an example of procurement: an administrator uses a petty cash 
fund to purchase lunch for a group of teachers at a professional development seminar. 

Requirements 

In order to comply with regulations, sub-recipients must: 

• Develop and maintain on-file, written standards for employee performance 

• Develop and maintain on-file, procedures for protest and dispute resolution 

• Understand and follow the Methods of Procurement, defined by the Uniform 
Grant Guidance 2 CFR §200.320  

• Understand and comply with Standard Procurement Procedures 

If the sub-recipient fails to comply with these requirements in procuring a good or 
service, the expense may be prohibited and the California Department of Education 
(CDE) may invoice the sub-recipient for any funds allocated to the expense. 

Each of these requirements will be described in detail below. 

Written Code of Standards for Employee Performance 

Written standards for employee performance should, at a minimum, address the criteria 
below (verification that a sub-recipient has established these standards may be 
requested at any time by CDE staff): 

No employee, officer, or agent shall participate in selection, or in the award or 
administration of a contract supported by federal funds if a conflict of interest, real or 
apparent, would be involved. Such a conflict would arise when: 

• The employee is, officer or agent, any member of his or her immediate family, his 
or her partner, or 
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• An organization, which employs, or is about to employ any of the above has a 
financial or other interest in the firm selected for award. 

The officers, employees, or agents of the sub-recipient will neither solicit, nor accept 
gratuities, favors or anything of monetary value from contractors, potential contractors, 
or parties to sub-agreements. Sub-recipients may set minimum rules where the financial 
interest is not substantial, or the gift is an unsolicited item of nominal intrinsic value. 

To the extent permitted by state or local law or regulations, such standards of conduct 
will provide for disciplinary actions to be applied for violations of such standards by 
officers, employees, or agents, of the sub-recipient. 

If the sub-recipient has a parent, affiliate, or subsidiary organization that is not a state, 
local government, or Indian Tribe, the sub-recipient must also maintain written 
standards of conduct covering organizational conflict of interest. 

The standards of conduct must provide for disciplinary actions to be applied for 
violations of such standards by officers, employees, or agents of the sub-recipient. 

Uniform Grant Guidance 2 CFR §200.113 Mandatory Disclosures 

The sub-recipient or applicant for a federal award must disclose, in a timely manner, in 
writing to the Federal awarding agency or pass-through entity all violations of Federal 
criminal law involving fraud, bribery, or gratuity violations potentially affecting the 
Federal award. Failure to make required disclosures can result in any of the remedies 
described in 2 CFR §200.338. 

Procedures for Protests and Disputes 

The sub-recipient alone must be responsible, in accordance with good administrative 
practice and sound business judgment, for the settlement of all contractual and 
administrative issues arising out of procurements. These issues include, but are not 
limited to, source evaluation, protests, disputes, and claims. 

Violations of law will be referred to the local, state, or Federal authority having proper 
jurisdiction. 

Methods of Procurement 

Every action of procurement must fall within one of three defined methods of 
procurement. The methods are:  

• Procurement by micro-purchases. 

• Procurement by small purchases. 

• Procurement by sealed bids. 
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Each will be described in greater detail below. 

For any method of procurement, time, and material type contracts are only permissible 
after determination and documentation that no other contract is suitable, and the 
contract must include a ceiling price that the contractor exceeds at its own risk. 

Micro-purchase 

Procurement by micro-purchase is the acquisition of supplies or services, where the 
aggregate dollar amount of which does not exceed $3,000. Micro-purchases may be 
awarded without soliciting competitive quotations if the sub-recipient considers the price 
to be reasonable. 

Small Purchases 

Small purchase procedures are those relatively simple and informal procurement 
methods for securing services, supplies, or other property that does not cost more than 
the Simplified Acquisition Threshold ($3,000–$150,000). If small purchase procedures 
are used, price or rate quotations must be obtained from an adequate number of 
qualified sources. 

Sealed Bids 

Procurement by sealed bids requires publicly solicited bids, and the firm fixed price 
contract awarded is the lowest in price. 

An invitation for bids is prepared and is used to publicly solicit two or more known 
vendors or contractors. The invitation for bids must include a comprehensive description 
for the goods or services desired, and stipulate a time and place when all bids will be 
publicly opened. Potential bidders must be given sufficient time to prepare a response 
prior to the opening of bids. 

A fixed-price written contract is awarded to the bidder whose bid is the lowest in price 
and meets all conditions of the invitation for bids. Any or all bids may be rejected if there 
is a sound, documented reason. 

Standard Procurement Procedures 

For any procurement method used above, sub-recipients should establish and adhere 
to a standard set of procedures for processing procurements. Any procedures 
established by the sub-recipient must incorporate key items from federal regulations, 
which are summarized in the sections below. The sections include: 

• Maintain Records  
• Define the Goods and Services 
• Pre-Bid/Proposal Review and Analysis 
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• Establish Criteria for Vendors/Contractors 
o Suspended and Debarred Parties 

• Cost/Price Analysis during Bidding and Proposals 
• Required Contract Provisions 

o Bonding Requirements for Construction of Facility Improvement 

Maintain Records  

In addition to standards and policies, sub-recipients are required to document specific 
actions for any procurement. These specific actions include, but may not be limited to: 

• Rationale for the method of procurement 
• Selection of contract type 
• Selection or rejection of a contractor/vendor, and supporting rationale 
• Basis for a contract price  

To ensure compliance with regulations, it is best to document each of these actions as 
they occur within any given instance of procurement.  

Pre-Bid/Proposal Review and Analysis 

Before a sub-recipient may solicit bids or proposals, or make small purchases, the sub-
recipient must perform the following analysis for all procurements: 

• Review proposed procurements to avoid unnecessary or duplicative items 

• Provide consideration for consolidating or breaking out procurements to obtain a 
more economical purchase 

• Analyze options for lease versus purchase where appropriate 

• Conduct any other appropriate analysis to determine the most economical 
approach 

• Generate and document independent estimates for the price of proposed 
procurements 

Establish Criteria for Vendors/Contractors 

Before moving forward with small purchases, proposals, or bids, the sub-recipient 
should establish criteria for potential contractors and vendors. This may include drafting 
a list of potential bidders in preparation of an invitation for bids. Contractors/Vendors 
should possess the ability to perform successfully under the terms and conditions of a 
proposed procurement. In drafting criteria, the sub-recipient must consider the 
contractor/vendor’s: 
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• Integrity 
• Compliance with public policy 
• Record of past performance 
• Financial and technical capacity 

Any list of potential contractors/vendors that is generated must be current, and include 
enough qualified sources to ensure maximum open and free competition. Sub-recipients 
are prohibited from placing unreasonable requirements on potential contractors/vendors 
that would restrict full and open competition.  

Qualified sources should also include small, minority, or women’s business enterprises, 
or labor surplus area firms whenever possible. For more information on obligations 
regarding contracts with small, minority, women’s business enterprises, or labor surplus 
area firms, please see the relevant section below.  

Qualified sources may include faith-based organizations. For more information on 
obligations regarding contracts please refer to the Uniform Grant Guidance located at  

https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2013/12/26/2013-30465/uniform-administrative-
requirements-cost-principles-and-audit-requirements-for-federal-awards. 

Suspended and Debarred Parties 

The provisions of 2 CFR Part 180 (https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2012-title2-
vol1/xml/CFR-2012-title2-vol1-part180.xml) restrict Federal awards, sub-awards and 
contracts with certain parties that are debarred, suspended or otherwise excluded from 
or ineligible for participation in Federal programs or activities. 

Non-Federal entities, which include sub-recipients, may not solicit goods or services 
from any party that is debarred or suspended or is otherwise excluded from or ineligible 
for participation in federal assistance programs under Executive Order 12549, 
“Debarment and Suspension.” 

Non-Federal entities, which include sub-recipients, are required to vet any potential 
contractor for suspension or debarment before a contract is awarded or goods and 
services are exchanged. A list of suspended and debarred parties may be accessed 
through the Federal Excluded Parties List System web site at http://www.sam.gov 

Cost/Price Analysis during Bidding and Proposals 

Sub-recipients are required to conduct cost or price analysis for every procurement 
action. The type and degree of analysis will vary depending on the situation; at a 
minimum, the following analyses are required: 

• Sub-recipients must make independent estimates before receiving bids or 
proposals for all types of procurement. 
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• A cost analysis must be performed when the potential contractor/vendor is 
required to submit the elements of his or her estimated cost, such as under an 
architectural engineering services contract.  

• A cost analysis must be performed when adequate price competition is lacking, 
and for sole-source procurements (including noncompetitive proposals). 

• A cost analysis must be performed for contract modifications or change orders, 
unless price reasonableness can be established on the basis of catalog or 
market price of a product sold in substantial quantities to the general public, or 
based on prices set by law or regulation. 

• A price analysis will be used in all other instances to determine the 
reasonableness of the proposed contract price.  

Required Contract Provisions 

All contracts funded by the grant must include the provisions listed below, if the 
indicated condition is applicable. Federal agencies are permitted to require changes, 
remedies, changed conditions, access and records retention, suspension of work, and 
other clauses approved by the Office of Federal Procurement Policy. 

• For time and material type contracts–A ceiling price that the contractor exceeds 
at its own risk.  

• For all contracts–Notice of CDE requirements pertaining to reporting. 

• For all contracts–Retention of all required records for five years after sub-
recipients make final payments and all other pending matters are closed.  

• For all contracts–Access by the CDE, the Federal Department of Education, the 
Comptroller General of the United States, or any of their duly authorized 

• representatives to any books, documents, papers, and records of the contractor 
which are directly pertinent to that specific contract for the purpose of making 
audit, examination, excerpts, and transcriptions.  

• For all contracts–Mandatory standards and policies relating to energy efficiency, 
which are contained in the state energy conservation plan issued in compliance 
with the Energy Policy and Conservation Act (Public Law 94–163, 89 Statute 
871). 

• For contracts that exceed the simplified acquisition threshold of $150,000–
Administrative, contractual, or legal remedies in instances where contractors 
violate or breach contract terms, and provide for such sanctions and penalties as 
may be appropriate. 
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• For all contracts in excess of $150,000–Compliance with all applicable 
standards, orders, or requirements issued under Section 306 of the Clear Air Act 
(42 United States Code [U.S.C.] 1857[h]), Section 508 of the Clean Water Act 
(33 U.S.C. 1368), Executive Order 11738, and Environmental Protection Agency 
regulations (40 CFR part 15).  

• For contracts in excess of $10,000–Termination for cause and for convenience 
by the grantee including the manner by which it will be effected and the basis for 
settlement. 

Contracting 

Contracting with Small and Minority Firms, Women’s Business Enterprises, and Labor 
Surplus Area Firms  

Whenever possible, sub-recipients will solicit goods and services from small, minority, 
or women’s business enterprises, or labor surplus area firms. This may be 
accomplished by placing qualified small, minority, and women’s business enterprises on 
solicitation lists, and soliciting those businesses whenever they are potential sources. 
The following conditions apply: 

• Sub-recipients must still comply with procurement procedures, including the use 
of appropriate bidding and selection processes and providing for ample 
competition as required by law.  

• Although sub-recipients should still give consideration to a vendor’s technical and 
financial capacity, sub-recipients should also divide total requirements, when 
economically feasible, into smaller tasks or quantities to permit maximum 
participation by small, minority and women’s business enterprises. The sub-
recipients may not use this to bypass the small purchase threshold.  

• It is permissible to document preference for small, minority, or women’s business 
enterprises as justification for selecting a vendor or contractor that does not 
provide the lowest-cost goods or services. 

• If subcontracts are to be let, sub-recipients must require the prime contractor to 
take the affirmative steps listed above.  

PCSGP grantees and sub-grantees are “non-Federal entities” for the purposes of the 
following regulations. For more information on obligations regarding Equipment and 
Supplies, please refer to the Uniform Grant Guidance located at: 
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2013/12/26/2013-30465/uniform-administrative-
requirements-cost-principles-and-audit-requirements-for-federal-awards.  

Non-Federal entities are encouraged to use the services and assistance of the Small 
Business Administration, and the Minority Business Development Agency of the 
Department of Commerce for assistance in seeking out small and minority businesses. 
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Appendix E: Equipment and Supplies Standards 
All Public Charter Schools Grant Program (PCSGP) grant recipients must follow federal 
regulations when purchasing, using, and disposing of grant project equipment and 
supplies. 

• “Equipment” is defined as tangible, non-expendable, personal property (including 
information technology systems) having a useful life of more than one year and 
an acquisition cost of $5,000 or more per unit.  

• “Supplies” means all tangible personal property other than those described in 
Equipment. A computing device is a supply if the acquisition cost is less than the 
lesser of the capitalization level established by the sub-recipient for financial 
statement purposes or $5,000, regardless of the length of its useful life.  

A requirement of the California Department of Education (CDE’s) PCSGP grant-
monitoring program is to verify that the equipment, supplies, and related records of 
grant recipients are in compliance with federal regulations. 

Uniform Grant Guidance 2 Code of Federal Regulations Section 
200.313 Equipment. 

a. Title: Subject to the obligations and conditions set forth in this section, title to 
equipment acquired under a grant or sub-grant will vest upon acquisition in the 
non-Federal entity respectively. 

b. States: A State will use, manage, and dispose of equipment acquired under a 
grant by the State in accordance with State laws and procedures. Other non-
Federal entities will follow paragraphs (c) through (e) of this section. 

c. Use: 

1. Equipment shall be used by the non-Federal entity in the program or project 
for which it was acquired as long as needed, whether or not the project or 
program continues to be supported by federal funds. When no longer needed 
for the original program or project, the equipment may be used in other 
activities currently or previously supported by a federal agency. 

2. The non-Federal entity shall also make equipment available for use on other 
projects or programs currently or previously supported by the Federal 
Government, providing such use will not interfere with the work on the 
projects or program for which it was originally acquired. First preference for 
other use shall be given to other programs or projects supported by the 
awarding agency.  

3. Notwithstanding the encouragement in §200.307 to earn program income, the 
non-Federal entity must not use equipment acquired with grant funds to 
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provide services for a fee to compete unfairly with private companies that 
provide equivalent services, unless specifically permitted or contemplated by 
federal statute. 

4. When acquiring replacement equipment, the non-Federal entity may use the 
equipment to be replaced as a trade-in or sell the property and use the 
proceeds to offset the cost of the replacement property, subject to the 
approval of the awarding agency. 

d. Management requirements: Procedures for managing equipment (including 
replacement equipment), whether acquired in whole or in part with grant funds, 
until disposition takes place will, as a minimum, meet the following requirements: 

1. Property records must be maintained that include a description of the 
property, a serial number or other identification number, the source of 
property, who holds title, the acquisition date, cost of the property, percentage 
of federal participation in the cost of the property, the location, use and 
condition of the property, and any ultimate disposition data including the date 
of disposal and sale price of the property. 

2. A physical inventory of the property must be taken and the results reconciled 
with the property records at least once every two years. 

3. A control system must be developed to ensure adequate safeguards to 
prevent loss, damage, or theft of the property. Any loss, damage, or theft shall 
be investigated. 

4. Adequate maintenance procedures must be developed to keep the property 
in good condition. 

5. If the non-Federal entity is authorized or required to sell the property, proper 
sales procedures must be established to ensure the highest possible return. 

e. Disposition: When original or replacement equipment acquired under a grant or 
sub-grant is no longer needed for the original project or program or for other 
activities currently or previously supported by a federal agency, disposition of the 
equipment will be made as follows: 

1. Items of equipment with a current per-unit fair market value of $5,000 or less 
may be retained, sold, or otherwise disposed of with no further obligation to 
the awarding agency. 

2. Items of equipment with a current per unit fair market value in excess of 
$5,000 may be retained or sold and the awarding agency shall have a right to 
an amount calculated by multiplying the current market value or proceeds 
from sale by the awarding agency's share of the equipment. 
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3. The non-Federal entity may transfer title to the Federal Government or to an 
eligible third party, provided that the non-Federal entity is entitled to 
compensation for its attributable value of the property. 

4. In cases where a non-Federal entity fails to take appropriate disposition 
actions, the awarding agency may direct the non-Federal entity to take 
excess and disposition actions. 

f. Federal equipment: 

1. In the event a non-Federal entity is provided federally-owned equipment: 

i. Title will remain vested in the Federal Government. 

ii. Non-Federal entities will manage the equipment in accordance with 
federal agency rules and procedures, and submit an annual inventory 
listing. 

iii. When the equipment is no longer needed, the non-Federal entity will 
request disposition instructions from the federal agency. 

g. Right to transfer title: The federal awarding agency may reserve the right to 
transfer title to the Federal Government or a third party named by the awarding 
agency when such a third party is otherwise eligible under existing statutes. Such 
transfers shall be subject to the following standards: 

1. The property shall be identified in the grant or otherwise made known to the 
non-Federal entity in writing. 

2. The federal awarding agency shall issue disposition instruction within 120 
calendar days after the end of the federal support of the project for which it 
was acquired. If the federal awarding agency fails to issue disposition 
instructions within the 120 calendar-day period items of equipment with a fair-
market value in excess of $5000 may be retained by the non-Federal entity or 
sold. 

3. When title to equipment is transferred, the non-Federal entity shall be paid an 
amount calculated by applying the percentage of participation in the purchase 
to the current fair market value of the property. 

h. The provisions of paragraphs (c), (d), (e), and (g) of this section do not apply to 
disaster assistance under 20 United States Code (U.S.C.) 241–1(b)–(c) and the 
construction provisions of the Impact Aid Program, 20 U.S.C. 631–647. 
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Uniform Grant Guidance 2 Code of Federal Regulations Section 
200.314 Supplies 

a. Title: Title to supplies acquired under a grant or sub-grant will vest, upon 
acquisition, in the non-Federal entity respectively. 

b. Disposition: If there is a residual inventory of unused supplies exceeding $5,000 
in total aggregate fair market value upon termination or completion of the award, 
and if the supplies are not needed for any other federally sponsored programs or 
projects, the grantee or sub-grantee shall compensate the awarding agency for 
its share. 

For more information on obligations regarding Equipment and Supplies, please refer to 
the Uniform Grant Guidance located at 
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2013/12/26/2013-30465/uniform-administrative-
requirements-cost-principles-and-audit-requirements-for-federal-awards. 
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Appendix F: Financial Management Standards 
Public Charter Schools Grant Program (PCSGP) recipients are required to adhere to 
federal regulations when developing and using a financial management system to 
administer federal PCSGP funds. A requirement of the California Department of 
Education (CDE’s) grant-monitoring program is to verify that the financial management 
systems of grant recipients are in compliance with federal regulations.  

PCSGP grantees and sub-grantees are “non-Federal entities” for the purposes of the 
following regulations. For more information on obligations regarding financial 
management standards, please refer to the Uniform Grant Guidance located at 
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2013/12/26/2013-30465/uniform-administrative-
requirements-cost-principles-and-audit-requirements-for-federal-awards. 

Uniform Grant Guidance 2 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) §200.302 Financial 
Management 

a. A State’s and other non-Federal entities financial management systems, 
including records documenting compliance with Federal statutes, regulations, 
and the terms and conditions of the federal award, must be sufficient to: 

1. Permit preparation of reports required by this part and the statutes authorizing 
the grant, and 

2. Permit the tracing of funds to a level of expenditures adequate to establish 
that such funds have not been used in violation of the restrictions and 
prohibitions of applicable statutes. 

b. The financial management system of each State and other non-Federal entities 
must meet the standards for Retention Requirements for Records 2 CFR 
§200.334, Methods for Collection, Transmission and Storage of Information 2 
CFR §200.335, Access to Records 2 CFR §200.336 and Restrictions on Public 
Access 2 CFR §200.337. 

1. Financial reporting. Accurate, current, and complete disclosure of the financial 
results of financially assisted activities must be made in accordance with the 
financial reporting requirements of the grant or sub-grant. 

2. Accounting records. All non-Federal entities must maintain records, which 
adequately identify the source and application of funds provided for 
financially-assisted activities. These records must contain information 
pertaining to grant or sub-grant awards and authorizations, obligations, 
unobligated balances, assets, liabilities, outlays or expenditures, and income. 

3. Internal control. All non-Federal entity must establish and maintain effective 
internal control and accountability over the Federal award in compliance with 
federal statutes, regulations, and the terms and conditions of the Federal 
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Award. All non-federal entities must adequately safeguard all grant funds, 
personal property, and other assets  and must assure that it is used solely for 
authorized purposes. 

4. Budget control. Actual expenditures or outlays must be compared with 
budgeted amounts for each grant or sub-grant. Financial information must be 
related to performance or productivity data, including the development of unit 
cost information whenever appropriate or specifically required in the grant or 
sub-grant agreement. If unit cost data are required, estimates based on 
available documentation will be accepted whenever possible. 

5. Allowable cost. Applicable OMB cost principles, agency program regulations, 
and the terms of grant and sub-grant agreements will be followed in 
determining the reasonableness, allowability, and allocability of costs. 

6. Source documentation. Accounting records must be supported by such 
source documentation as cancelled checks, paid bills, payrolls, time and 
attendance records, contract and sub-grant award documents, etc. 

7. Cash management. For non-Federal entities other than States, payment 
methods must minimize the time elapsing between the transfer of funds from 
the U.S. Treasury or the pass through entity and disbursement by the non-
Federal entity whether the payment is made by electronic funds transfer or 
issuance or redemption of checks, warrants or payment by other means. 

For more information on obligations regarding payments, please refer to the Uniform 
Grant Guidance §200.305 located at 
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2013/12/26/2013-30465/uniform-administrative-
requirements-cost-principles-and-audit-requirements-for-federal-awards 

An awarding agency may review the adequacy of the financial management system of 
any applicant for financial assistance as part of a pre-award review or at any time 
subsequent to award. 
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Appendix G: Public Charter Schools Grant Program 
Resources 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cs/re/pcsgp.asp California Department of Education (CDE) 
General Pubic Charter School Grant Program Information  

http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fo/profile.asp?id=5157 CDE PCSGP Funding Profile  

Public Random Drawing 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sect
ionNum=47605. Education Code Section 47605 (Public Random Drawing)   

Request for Application (RFA) Information  
http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fo/fm/ff.asp CDE Required General Assurances and 
Certifications  

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cs/re/pcsgpadmin.asp PCSGP Application Technical 
Assistance  

Finance and Accounting 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/ac/ic/ Indirect Cost Rates  

http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/ac/sa/ California School Accounting Manual (CSAM)  

U.S. Department of Education (ED) 
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/charter/index.html Charter Schools Program State 
Educational Agencies (SEA) Grant  

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/pg62.html Elementary & Secondary 
Education Act, Part B–Public Charter Schools  

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/fund/reg/edgarReg/edgar.html Education Department 
General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR)  

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/fund/reg/edgarReg/edgar.html Other Federal Grant 
Regulations  

http://www2.ed.gov/programs/charter/nonregulatory-guidance.doc Charter Schools 
Program Non-Regulatory Guidance Handbook  

https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2013/12/26/2013-30465/uniform-administrative-
requirements-cost-principles-and-audit-requirements-for-federal-awards Uniform 
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Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal 
Awards  

http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/dunsguide.pdf DUNS Number Guide 
Government Vendors  

http://www.sam.gov System of Award Management (SAM)  

https://www.sam.gov/sam/transcript/Quick_Guide_for_Grants_Registrations.pdf SAM 
Quick Start Guide for Entities Interested in Being Eligible for Grants  

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cs/ac/csinfosvy1617inst.asp CDE Annual Charter School 
Survey Information  
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2020-2025 PCSGP Eligibility Check List 
Grant Type:   Planning OR  Implementation OR Replication 

Please mark yes or no for each of the question below to help determine eligibility. 
Answering “No” to questions one through eight will deem the application 
ineligible. 

 

Question Yes No 
1. Will the charter school have an approved charter petition by 

RFA Due Date? 
  

2. Does the charter school have a non-profit corporation that is 
registered and in good standing with the Secretary of State? 

  

3. Does the individual charter school have a DUNS number 
registered with the System for Award Management database? 
Print out must be included with this application. 

  

4. Is the charter school a direct funded charter school?   
5. Will the school begin serving at least 100 students by the end 

of year one? 
  

6. Is this the only name ever used by the charter school named 
on the application? 

  

7. Has the charter school applicant operated under the same 
charter authorizer since inception?  

  

8. Is the applicant a Classroom- based program? (Non-
classroom based schools are not eligible for funding.)  

  

If any of the above responses are NO,  
the applicant is NOT eligible for this grant. 

9. Does the governing board oversee more than one charter school? 
If YES the school must apply for a replication grant and meet the 
high quality charter school definition for those schools in operation.  

  

10. Replication High Quality Eligibility:  
a. Do all the charter schools under the governing board report 

data to the California School Dashboard Report? If NO, the 
school is not eligible for the grant. 

b. Do all the charter schools under the governing board report 
the majority of sub-groups meeting or exceeding the state 
standards in English Language Arts and Math? If NO, the 
school is not eligible for the grant. Scores will be verified by 
the CDE staff. 

  

  

If the response to Questions 9a or 9b are NO,  
the applicant is NOT eligible for this grant. 

Priority Points will be awarded for schools answering NO to 
Questions 11 & 12 

11. Has the charter school developer/primary applicant received prior 
PCSGP a sub-grant(s)? If yes, are names included on Form 2? 

  

12. Is the contact and/or primary applicant name(s) on more than one 
2019–20 PCSGP application? 
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Charter School Program Monitoring Instrument 
California Department of Education 

1.0: Governance, Management, and Accountability 
The school grantee demonstrates that it meets and will continue to meet the Federal 
term “charter school” throughout the period of Federal funding. 

1.1 Each charter school must be highly autonomous in regards to governance, 
operations, staffing, and financial decisions. The charter school maintains a high degree 
of flexibility and autonomy over the school‘s budget, expenditures, personnel, and daily 
operations, to the extent possible in State law. (California Education Code (EC) §§ 
47601, 47604, 47634.4, Every Student Succeeds Act [ESSA]) Part C Section 43010, 
United States Code [USC] Section 7221i Subsection 2) 

1.2 Each charter school grantee demonstrates parents and other members of the 
community are substantively involved in the planning, design, and implementation of the 
school. (EC § 47605 [b](5)[D]) 

1.3 A charter school shall admit all pupils who wish to attend the school. If the number 
of pupils who wish to attend the charter school exceeds the charter school’s capacity, 

attendance, except for existing pupils of the charter school, shall be determined by a 
public random drawing. Preference shall be extended to pupils currently attending the 
charter school and pupils who reside in the school district except as provided for in EC § 
47614.5. Preferences, including, but not limited to, siblings of pupils admitted or 
attending the charter school and children of the charter school’s teachers, staff, and 

founders identified in the initial charter, may also be permitted by the chartering 
authority on an individual charter school basis. Priority order for any preference shall be 
determined in the charter petition in accordance with all of the following: 

(i) Each type of preference shall be approved by the chartering authority at a public 
hearing. 

(ii) Preferences shall be consistent with federal law, the California Constitution, and 
Section 200. 

(iii) Preferences shall not result in limiting enrollment access for pupils with 
disabilities, academically low-achieving pupils, English learners, neglected or 
delinquent pupils, homeless pupils, or pupils who are economically 
disadvantaged, as determined by eligibility for any free or reduced-price meal 
program, foster youth, or pupils based on nationality, race, ethnicity, or sexual 
orientation. 
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(iv) In accordance with Section 49011, preferences shall not require mandatory 
parental volunteer as a criterion for admission or continued enrollment (EC § 
47605 [d][2][A-B]) 

1.4 The charter school has a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) or performance 
contract with its authorized public chartering agency and is accountable to the 
authorizer for student performance and other results. (EC §§ 47606.5, 47607 [b][4]) 

1.5 The charter school ensures all teaching staff hold a Commission on Teacher 
Credentialing certificate, permit, or other document required for the teacher’s cerficated 
assignment (EC §47605[l], 47605.4) 

Item Evidence Requests: 

• Annual student performance report to authorizing agency 

• Authorizer review reports 

• Audit Reports 

• Certified CALPADS reports 

• Current list of board members and their affiliations 

• Governing Board By-laws 

• Governing Board Meeting Minutes 

• Charter school management plan  

• List of teachers employed by the school, including credential number, subject 
authorization, and expiraton date 

• Job Descriptions for all staff funded with Planning grant funds 

• Standard operating policies regarding personnel, bidding, contracting, 
procurement, fiscal and inventory control 

• Any contracts with outside agencies including Authorizing Agency and Charter 
Management Organization 

• Evidence of Governance and Fiscal Training 

• Parent/Volunteer Sign In Sheets – copy of actual signatures, not database 
spreadsheets.  

• Evidence of Parent and Community Activities 

• Parent Handbook 

• Evidence of Student recruitment activities  
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• Outreach strategies 

• Enrollment/Registration procedures 

2.0 Grantee Quality and Performance Assessment  
The educational program implemented by the school grantee enables all students to 
meet challenging state student academic achievement standards. Per EC § 47605, 
charter schools must design an education program for those whom the charter school is 
attempting to educate. 

2.1 The charter school grantee’s strategy for assessing achievement of its application 

objectives enables it to demonstrate progress toward meeting the objectives of its 
approved application. The charter school must use measurable pupil outcomes. “Pupil 

outcomes,” for purposes of this part, means the extent to which all pupils of the school 

demonstrate that they have attained the skills, knowledge, and attitudes specified as 
goals in the school’s educational program. Pupil outcomes shall include outcomes that 

address increases in pupil academic achievement both schoolwide and for all groups of 
pupils served by the charter school. The pupil outcomes shall align with the state 
priorities that apply for the grade levels served, or the nature of the program operated, 
by the charter school. The method by which pupil progress in meeting those pupil 
outcomes is to be measured. To the extent practicable, the method for measuring pupil 
outcomes for state priorities shall be consistent with the way information is reported on 
a school accountability report card. (EC § 47605[b][5][A-C]; 20 USC § 7221b)  

Item Evidence Requests: 

• Performance measures including benchmark assessments 

• Analysis plans and tools 

• Evidence of participation in Smarter Balance Assessments for English Language 
Arts/Literacy and Mathematics  

• Evidence of Professional Development such as sign in sheets, agendas, 
certificates, time cards, etc.  

• Dissmenation of pupil achievement data to stakeholders, including governing 
board, school staff and parents or guardians.  

3.0: Fiscal Control and Fund Accouting Procedures 

The school sub-grantee uses fiscal control and fund accounting procedures that ensure 
proper disbursement of and accounting for grant funds and comply with applicable 
Federal requirements, including, but not limited to, those regarding fiscal procedures, 
competitive bidding processes and contracting procedures, and conflicts of interest. 
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3.1 Funds made available under the federal Charter School Program (CSP) shall be 
used to supplement the amount state and local funds. The charter school will use fiscal 
controls and funding accounting procedures that will ensure proper disbursement of 
state and federal funds paid to the agency under each program. (20 USC §6321 [b][1]) 

3.2 All financial and programmatic records, supporting documents, statistical records, 
and other records of grantees related to the CSP grant funds are maintained and 
retained for grant monitoring and audit purposes. (2 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 
§200.333; 3 CFR §§ 76.730-731; EC §47652).  

3.3 Charter school goals and specific actions to achieve those goals for all students and 
each Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) subgroup of students including students 
with disabilities and homeless youth, for each of the state priorities that apply for the 
grade levels served or the nature of the program operated by the charter school, and 
any local identified priorities. (EC §52060, 52062, 52066, 52068, and 52070). 

3.4 Each employee paid through CSP funding, either in part or whole, must complete a 
Personnel Activity Report each pay period, or use an approved sampling method. (2 
CFR § 200.430[i]) 

Item Evidence Requests: 

• Local Control Accountability Plan 

• General Ledger Records for current fiscal year 

• Invoices, Receipts 

• Time and Effort Reports for all positions funded by the grant 

• Audit Reports 

• Enrollment Certification Reports 

4.0 Inventory  
The governing board of each charter school shall establish and maintain a historical 
inventory, or an audit trace inventory system, or any other inventory system authorized 
by the State Board of Education. (EC § 35168; 2 CFR § 200.313.)  

4.1 Historical inventory records must include a description of the property, a serial 
number or other identification number, the source of property, who holds title, the 
acquisition date, and cost of the property, percentage of Federal participation in the cost 
of the property, the location, use and condition of the property, and any ultimate 
disposition data including the date of disposal and sale price of the property. (2 CFR § 
200.313[d][1]) 

4.2 A physical inventory of the property must be taken and the results reconciled with 
the property records at least once every two years. (2 CFR § 200.313[d][2]) 
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4.3 Adequate safeguards and maintenance procedures to keep property in good 
condition and prevent loss, damage, or theft of the property. Any loss, damage, or theft 
shall be investigated. (2 CFR § 200.313[d][3-4]) 

4.4 If the Local Education Agency (LEA) is authorized or required to sell the property, 
proper sales procedures must be established to ensure the highest possible return. (2 
CFR § 200.313[d][5]) 

Item Evidence Request:  

• Equipment Inventory 

• On-Site Verification of purchased equipment 

5.0 Recordkeeping  

The charter school grantee must maintain and retain for three years in school files 
copies of approved financial and programmatic records for allocated federal charter 
school program funds. (2 CFR § 200.333; 34 CFR § 76.730-731) 

Item Evidence Requests:  

• On-Site Verification of District Public Charter School Grant Program (PCSGP) 
Grant Files such as Grant Award Notifications, Signed Assurances, Grant 
Application, etc. 
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Public Charter School Grant Program Evidence Requests 

Evidence Request File Name Description Item Instructions Related 
Items 

Governing Board 
Minutes  

GvrngMnts Governing board 
minutes and 
attachments as 
applicable. 

Upload minutes from 
previous 18 months along 
with any handouts shared 
at meetings. 

CSP 1.0   

Governing Board By-
Laws 

ByLaws Governing board by-
laws approved by the 
members of the 
governing board 

None CSP 1.0 

Governing Board 
Membership List 

BrdMberLst List of all current board 
members and their 
affiliations 

None CSP 1.0 

Management Plan  MgmntPln Description of how the 
school management will 
be structured 

Management plan should 
include organization chart 

CSP 1.0 

Audit Reports AdtRpt Independent Auditor’s 

Report and Financial 
Statement 

Upload most recent report 
submitted to the CDE 
annually 

CSP 1.0 

Teacher Credential 
List 

TchrCrdLst List all teachers 
employed by the school 
including credential 
number, subject 
authorization, and 
expiration date. 

None CSP 1.0 
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Evidence Request File Name Description Item Instructions Related 
Items 

Standard Operating 
Policies 

StndOprtgPlcs Policies regarding 
personnel, bidding, 
procurement, fiscal and 
inventory control 

Upload copies of board 
approved policies and 
evidence of date of 
approval 

CSP 1.0   

Governance and 
Fiscal Training 

GvrnceFsclTrng Charter School required 
fiscal and governance  
training 

Upload proof of most 
recent board and site 
management governance 
fiscal training 

CSP 1.0 

Annual Student 
Performance Report 

AnlStdPrfmRpt Annual report to the 
authorizer regarding 
student performance 

Upload annual report to the 
authorizer regarding 
student performance 

CSP 1.0 

Authorizer Review 
Reports 

AthrzrRvwRpt Annual Authorizer Site 
Visit/Monitoring Report 

Upload most recent report 
from the charter authorizer 

CSP 1.0 

CALPADS Report CALPADS California Longitudinal 
Pupil Achievement Data 
System Report 

Upload most recent 
certified CALPADS report 

CSP 1.0 

Parent/Volunteer 
Sign In Sheets 

PrntSgnInShts Evidence of parent and 
community involvement  

Upload copies the past 12 
months of parent and 
community sign in sheets 
with description of event 
and roles of 
parent/volunteers 

CSP 1.0   

Community Activities CmmtyActvts Evidence of outreach 
and community 
involvement 

Upload evidence of 
community involvement 
including recruitment, 
community service, 
internships, field trips, etc. 

CSP 1.0   
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Evidence Request File Name Description Item Instructions Related 
Items 

Parent Handbook PrntHndbk 
 

Annual parent handbook 
with information 
regarding the charter 
school 

None CSP 1.01 

Student Recruitment StdntRcrtmn Evidence of recruitment 
of all students especially 
those within the 
neighborhood school 
boundaries 

Include evidence of lottery 
if needed 

CSP 1.0 

Outreach Strategies OtrchStrtgs Outreach plan to reach 
enrollment targets as 
stated in charter petition 

Upload outreach plan to 
reach enrollment targets as 
stated in charter petition 

CSP 1.0 

Enrollment/Registrati
on Procedures 

EnrlmntPrcdrs Written documents 
related to the 
registration and 
enrollment of 
new/returning students 
including lottery 
preferences 

None CSP 1.0   

Contracts Cntrct Outside agency 
contracts or 
Memorandums of 
Understanding 

This should include any 
contracts with Charter 
Authorizer and Charter 
Management Organization 

CSP 1.0 

Job Descriptions JbDscrptn Job Description for all 
employees paid using 
PCSGP grant funds.  

None CSP 1.0 
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Evidence Request File Name Description Item Instructions Related 
Items 

Performance 
Measures 

PrfmncMsr Student performance 
measurements including 
benchmark 
assessments 

Include information 
regarding the type of 
assessment used 

CSP 2.0 

Analysis Plans and 
Tools 

AnlysPln Evidence of data 
analysis using multiple 
measures 

None CSP 2.0 

Smarter Balance 
Assessment Program 

SBAC Evidence of participation 
in Smarter Balance 
Assessment Program 

Include evidence for all 
grades served as 
appropriate 

CSP 2.0 

Professional 
Development 

ProDvlpmt Evidence of staff 
development in a variety 
of areas such as 
Students with 
Disabilities, English 
Language, Math, 
English Learners, 
Restorative Justice 

Include agendas, handouts, 
sign in sheets, or 
registration forms 

CSP 2.0 

Data Dissemination DataDssmntn Pupil Achievement Data 
shared with all 
stakeholders 

Include evidence of data 
reporting to governing 
board, school staff, and 
parents 

CSP 2.0 

Local Control 
Accountability Plan 

LCAP LCAP used to establish 
goals and allocate 
funding for LCFF 
subgroups. 

None CSP 3.0 
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Evidence Request File Name Description Item Instructions Related 
Items 

General Ledger 
Records 

GnLdgr Complete detailed 
record of all grant 
related transactions for 
current fiscal year 

Transaction report must 
show names of vendors 
and description of items 
purchased or services 
delivered.  

CSP 3.0 

Invoices/Receipts  Invcs Vendor invoices, 
detailed receipts or 
documentation to 
substantiate how costs 
benefited programs 

The reviewer will indicate 
which invoices are required 
to be uploaded based on a 
review of the General 
Ledger 

CSP 3.0 

Time and Effort 
Accounting Reports 

TmEffrt Time and Effort 
Accounting reports for  
for all individuals funded 
from PCSGP funds 
including substitute 
teacher time sheets 
indicating the name of 
the teacher being 
subbed out 

All reports must be signed 
and dated by employee 
and supervisor.  

CSP 3.0 

Enrollment 
Certifications 

EnrlmntCert Certified Enrollment 
Reports for P-1 and P-2 

None CSP 3.0 

Equipment Inventory EqpmtInvty Historical inventory of all 
equipment $500 or more 
in unit price and/or those 
items under $500 that 
are easily pilferable 

Include evidence of 
physical inventory review 
and assessment tagging 

CSP 4.0 
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Evidence Request File Name Description Item Instructions Related 
Items 

CSP Grant Files GrntFiles Three years of grant 
records included in 
district files 

For onsite reviews, the 
reviewer will exam grant 
records at the site. For 
desk reviews, the reviewer 
will indicate which records 
to upload 

CSP 5.0 
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Administrative Meeting Questions 
 

1. How is the opening of your school going? 
  

2. Describe the school’s admissions and public random lottery policies. 
 

 
3. Does the school contract out some or all of its daily operations, such as SPED, 

Food Services, Transportation? How is this funded? 
 
 

4. What is the administrative relationship between the school and the authorizer? 
 

a. How does the authorizer hold the school accountable for student 
academic performance outcomes? 

 
5. Describe how the charter school exercises a high degree of autonomy over: 

 
a. Budget; 
b. Expenditures; 
c. Personnel; and 
d. Daily operations. 

 
 

6. What progress has the school made in achieving its application objectives? 
 

a. Describe how the school measures and determines its progress towards 
the objectives of its approved application.  
 

b. What activities has the school determined will be needed to achieve its 
application objectives?  

 
7. Describe how the PCSGP funds assisted your school in creating high-quality 

charter school. 
 

 
8. Describe the fiscal control and fund accounting procedures the school uses 

including procurement and conflict of interest policies. 
 

a. How are project expenditures authorized and made?  
 
 

9. Where does the school maintain physical copies of the application, assurances, 
and other program related documentation? 
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a. Have staff been provided information about the sub-grant? 
 
 

10. How does this school’s student demographic diversity compare to students at the 
district?  

 
a. If the student demographic diversity is not similar to the district – what 

steps are the school taking to make the demographic diversity similar to 
the district?  
 
 

11. Is the school taking steps to change the staff demographic diversity to be similar 
to the student population?  
 
 

12. What interventions are used for students who aren’t mastering the curriculum? 
How are these monitored, both School-wide and at the classroom level? How are 
parents involved? 

 
 

13. How do you determine staff development needs? What evidence do you have of 
the effectiveness of the professional development that you use? 

 
 

14. Do teachers have regular collaborative planning time? How often? How is it structured 
and assessed? 

 
15. How do you evaluate the educational program? 

 
 
 

16. As an administrator what is the process you use for working with the board to 
establish budgetary priorities? 
 
 

17. What is the school’s outreach plan? What marketing and advertising activities have 
you undertaken? 
  
 

18. What roles do parents and community members play in the schools? To what 
extent are they involved in decision making capacities? 
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19. Does the school maintain evidence of board members attending governance and 
fiscal training within the first year of the grant? How are new board members 
trained, and how soon after their appointment? 
 

  

CA State Board of Education Page 329 of 567

 

PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e346 



PCSGP Monitoring Site Visit Questions Library 

Charter Schools Division   
California Department of Education  As of 1/22/19 
  Page 4 of 7 

 
Teacher Meeting Questions 
 

1. How innovative is the instructional program at this school compared to other 
schools you have taught at? 

 
 

2. How are you supported in ways that allow you to implement the mission and 
vision outlined in the school’s grant application? 
 
 

3. How do teachers collaborate at this school? 
 
 

4. Describe the types and level(s) of professional development received  
 

a. Were they useful to you?  
 

 
b. How are the topics selected? 

 
 

 
5. How was the teacher evaluation instrument developed at this school? 

 
 

6. How do you use data to differentiate the instruction for your students? 
 

 
 

7. If needed, how are decisions about changing the instructional plan made? 
 

8. Is there adequate access to technology for instructional enhancement? 
 
 

9. What additional grant resources are available to you for your individual classroom? 
 
 

10. What kinds of support services does the School leadership provide to you as a teacher? 
 
 

11. In what ways do you personally communicate with parents? 
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Board Meeting Questions 
 
 

1. Who is responsible for the daily operation of the school, including use of the 
grant funds? How does the board hold this person accountable to improve 
student academic performance? 
 
  

2. Describe how the school continues to remain autonomous from its authorizer 
with respect towards: 

 
a. The governance structure; 
b. Operations; 
c. Staffing; and 
d. Financial Decisions 

 
3. What is the composition of the charter school’s governing board? What is the 

governing board’s roles and responsibilities?  
 

4. Does the governing board have a clear mission and vision for the school? How 
does the board use academic achievement data to improve student 
performance? 
 

5. Describe how the governing board holds regular public board meetings and the 
publishing of minutes?  
 

a. Does the board report out on academic achievement? Where and how?  
b. Does the board follow open meeting act requirements?  

 
6. How soon after appointment are new board members trained on fiscal controls 

and governance?  
 

 
7. How does the administration and board ensure that the school uses grant funds 

in an allowable manner? 
 
 

8. How does the board evaluate its own performance? 
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Parent Group Meeting Questions 
 

1. What roles do parents and community members play in the schools? To what 
extent are they involved in decision-making capacities? 
 

 
2. Do you (parents) have a voice at the school? Describe how your voice is heard 

by the administration and board. 
 

 
3. What is your favorite thing about this school? 

 
 

4. Would you recommend this school to other parents? 
 

 
5. What one thing would you change about this school if you could? 
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To Observe During the Tour and Classroom Observations 
 

1. Are the school facilities clean, safe, and inviting to students and the community? 
  

2. Do students and staff exhibit pride in the School? 
 

3. Is exemplary student work posted throughout the school? 
 

4. Are the school's mission and vision, school motto, and guiding principles posted 
throughout the school facilities? 
 

5. Do posted items send a consistent message that the School has a strong 
academic focus and high standards for students? 
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January 27, 2020 

Ty Anthony Davis, Head of School 
Vox Collegiate of Los Angeles 
1100 West Manchester Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90044-3430 

Dear Ty Anthony Davis: 

Subject: Public Charter Schools Grant Program Monitoring Review Results 

The purpose of this letter is to provide you with feedback on the monitoring site review 
conducted at Vox Collegiate of Los Angeles on January 22, 2020. The California 
Department of Education (CDE) staff has completed the monitoring review, and finds 
that Vox Collegiate of Los Angeles is in compliance with the following Public Charter 
Schools Grant Program (PCSGP) instrument items:  

1.0 Governance, Management, and Accountability 

The school is compliant in all areas.  

2.0 Grantee Quality and Performance Assessment 

The school is compliant in all areas. No findings. 

3.0 Fiscal Control and Fund Accounting Procedures 

The school is compliant in all areas. No findings.  

4.0 Inventory  

The school is compliant in all areas. No findings. 

5.0 Recordkeeping  

The school was compliant in all areas. No findings.  

If there are any questions or concerns regarding this information, please contact Linda 
Greer, Education Programs Consultant, Charter Schools Division by phone at 916-323-
0482 or by email at  Please include in any correspondence your 
name, contact information, and the name of your school. 
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Ty Anthony Davis, Head of School  
January 27, 2020 
Page 2 

Sincerely, 

/s/ 

Carrie Lopes, PCSGP Project Director  
Charter Schools Division 

CL:lg 

cc: Linda Greer, Education Programs Consultant, CDE 
Jose Cole-Gutierrez, Charter School Division Director, Los Angeles Unified 
School District 

Sent via Email to:   
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Charter School Monitoring Instrument Template
State Board of Education-Authorized Charter Schools

Background 
 
When the State Board of Education (SBE) authorizes a charter school, the oversight responsibilities are 
delegated to the California Department of Education (CDE). The CDE Charter Schools Division (CSD) 
conducts the oversight for the new SBE-authorized charter school (School). The scope of oversight duties 
include, but are not limited to, conducting a monthly phone call with the School administrator and 
determining the following: current enrollment; changes in governing Board (Board) membership; changes in 
bylaws or corporate structure; changes in School staffing; recent parent complaints; progress on 
administration of assessments to measure pupil progress; progress on Local Control and Accountability 
Plan (LCAP) actions and services; School not complying with terms and conditions of the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU); any issues relating to the Charter Management Organization (CMO) and/or any 
amendment to the CMO contract with the School; and other issues particular to the School. 
  
CSD staff review five criteria as part of the annual oversight visit and complete the following monitoring 
instrument based upon a review of School documentation uploaded to the CDE's file sharing site (Box); 
interviews with the School's Board, administrator, certificated staff, classified staff, and parents; and the 
completion of the visit to the School site and resource centers, if applicable.

CHARTER SCHOOL INFORMATION
 Charter School Name

 Address

 Charter Number  CDS Code

 Charter Term (Start) to (End)

 Charter School's Leadership Team 
 Members

 CDE Staff Consultant

 Date of Annual Site Visit Date of Report

DRAFT DOCUMENT -  FOR CDE INTERNAL USE ONLY
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OVERALL SUMMARY OF ANNUAL OVERSIGHT VISIT
Areas of Demonstrated Strength and/or Progress

Areas Noted for Further Growth and/or Improvement

Corrective Action Required

Notes
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Criterion 1: Fidelity to Charter Petition and Memorandum of Understanding

 ■ The School implements all of its operations in accord with its approved charter petition, adheres to 
requirements for prior approval of material changes to the charter petition, and communicates, as 
necessary, with its authorizer regarding proposed departures from the charter petition. 
  

 ■ The School understands that prior to making any material changes to the charter petition, including 
material changes to programs, enrollment, admission preferences, governance structure, grade 
levels served, mission, shifts in student populations from one site to another, and/or the addition of 
new facilities, the School must submit material amendments to the charter petition for approval by the 
SBE. 
  

 ■ The School adheres to California Education Code (EC) Section 220 which prohibits discrimination on 
the basis of disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, nationality, race, ethnicity, religion, 
sexual orientation, or any other characteristic that is contained in the definition of hate crimes as 
described in Penal Code Section 422.55, and that those provisions of nondiscrimination shall apply 
to employment also.  

 ■ Additionally, the School assures that it will not charge a tuition, pupil fee, deposit, or any other charge 
not specifically authorized by law. (EC Section 49011 and California Code of Regulations, Title 5 
Section 350) 
  

 ■ The School complies with all state and federal laws and regulations applicable to charter schools, 
and keeps informed of new developments and changes to existing laws and regulations. 
  

 ■ The School is open to any resident of the state, including pupils with disabilities and English learners 
(ELs). If applications exceed spaces available, the School conducts a random admissions process 
(lottery) that complies with state and federal procedures and preferences. The School posts the 
following on the School's website: 
  

 ■ A description of continued outreach and recruitment activities to reach target population. 
  

 ■ Procedures for the public random drawing, application, enrollment, and admission. 
  

 ■ A copy of the application and enrollment form(s), and information for prospective families. 
  

 ■ The School adheres to all of the requirements in the MOU between the School and the SBE. 
  

 ■ The School maintains an updated website with all required elements. Required information is 
submitted or updated annually to the CDE's file sharing site, and is readily available to all members 
of the School community on the School's website. This information includes, but is not limited to, the 
charter petition, all School policies, the School's admission and enrollment procedures, the School's 
health and safety plan, the School's complaint procedures, and the School's Parent and Pupil 
handbook. 
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CRITERION 1: FIDELITY TO CHARTER PETITION AND MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
 Evidence Reviewed
 Document(s)

 Current charter petition
 MOU
 Condition(s) approved by the SBE
 Review of charter school website

 Interview(s)
 Board members
 School administration

Other:  

CDE narrative of the document(s) reviewed and interviews conducted

The following area(s) of noncompliance were identified and will be included in the CDE's Site Visit letter to 
the charter school with a request for a corrective action plan with timelines.
Identified area of noncompliance Criteria (Statue, regulations, charter petition, MOU, 

special condition)
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Criterion 2: Educational Performance

The School provides a rigorous educational program for all pupils that is based on state standards, and 
delivered in a supportive and positive learning environment. The School meets state academic targets and 
its own established measurable pupil outcomes (MPOs). 
  
 ■ The School: (1) meets state assessment targets, schoolwide and for all significant subgroups served 

by the School, (2) performs at least as well as other comparable schools in the district where the 
School pupils would have otherwise attended, and (3) shows increases in pupil academic 
achievement for all groups of pupils served by the School. The School can demonstrate, where 
applicable, that it is closing the achievement gap between subgroups. The School publishes an 
annual School Accountability Report Card (SARC) on or before February 1 of each year. The School 
Board and School community develop and articulate annual goals to improve the instructional 
program and enhance learning outcomes for all pupils. 
  

 ■ The School's pupil outcomes means the extent to which all pupils of the school demonstrate that they 
have attained the skills, knowledge, and attitudes specified as goals in the School's educational 
program. Pupil outcomes shall include outcomes that address increases in pupil academic 
achievement both schoolwide and for all groups of pupils served by the School, as that term is 
defined in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) of EC Section 47607. The pupil 
outcomes shall align with the state priorities, as described in subdivision (d) of EC Section 52060 that 
apply for the grade levels served or the nature of the program operated, by the School. The School 
has MPOs and established metrics aligned to the eight state priorities to determine pupil progress. 
  

 ■ The School's leadership effectively promotes the School's mission and vision; maintains a focus on 
high academic achievement; fosters a culture of respect, professionalism, and shared decision-
making; and has a system in place to coach and evaluate faculty and staff to improve student 
learning. 
  

 ■ The School has a curricular plan aligned to the state standards that guides the work of faculty and 
staff and allocates sufficient resources to implement the plan. The curriculum is rigorous, relevant, 
and appropriate to the needs of all pupils. Benchmark assessments are used throughout the year to 
determine pupil progress toward the MPOs outlined in the charter petition and in the LCAP. 
  

 ■ Instructional practices are varied and appropriate to individual pupil's learning styles and needs. 
Teachers demonstrate knowledge and expertise in the subjects they teach. Teachers maintain high 
expectations for pupils and promote high levels of engagement and use of critical thinking skills 
through a variety of motivational strategies. Pupils are assessed frequently and data is used to 
modify and strengthen instructional practices. Teachers possess the appropriate credentials for the 
classes and courses they instruct, and the School has a strategy to attract and retain teachers. 
  

 ■ All pupils have equitable opportunities to learn. The School has support systems in place to assist 
low-performing pupils, high-performing pupils, pupils with disabilities, and ELs, and provides 
opportunities during and outside the regular school day for pupils to master the MPOs. 
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Criterion 2: Educational Performance, continued

 ■ The School has a schoolwide professional development plan that supports the MPOs and goals 
outlined in the LCAP, and is consistent with the evaluation system. Faculty engages in ongoing 
professional development to improve instructional practices. Opportunities for teachers to collaborate 
regularly for the purpose of improving curriculum and instruction are built into the school day and 
used to regularly gauge the effectiveness of instruction as it impacts pupil achievement. Professional 
development priorities take into consideration pupil academic achievement data schoolwide, by 
subgroup, and by teacher input. 

 ■ The School promotes a supportive, respectful, and nondiscriminatory learning environment in which 
pupils can attain high levels of achievement. Adults at the School provide support and resources to 
meet the social and emotional needs of pupils. School rules and consequences are clearly 
understood by parents and pupils, and are consistently applied to ensure a safe and healthy school 
environment. Discipline policies and procedures are periodically reviewed by the School. 

 ■ The School facilities are clean, safe, and inviting to pupils and the community. Pupils and staff exhibit 
pride in the School. Artifacts such as the School's mission and vision, procedures, and pupil 
expectations are posted to send a consistent message that the School has a strong academic focus 
and high standards for pupils. 

 ■ The School uses California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) data 
regularly to make continuous improvements to curriculum and instruction that support high pupil 
achievement and progress toward MPOs, as outlined in the charter petition and in the LCAP. 
Teachers regularly collect data in the classroom to determine the degree to which pupils are 
progressing toward the MPOs and goals in the LCAP, and modify instructional practices accordingly. 
School leadership uses data to determine progress in meeting MPOs and LCAP goals schoolwide 
and by pupil subgroups, and to modify LCAP goals for schoolwide and pupil subgroup improvement. 

 ■ The School fosters ongoing two-way communication between parents and the School regarding 
individual pupil achievement and schoolwide progress in meeting MPOs and LCAP goals. Parents 
are welcomed and provided opportunities to participate in the educational program. The School 
provides training opportunities for parents and community members to enable them to understand 
the curriculum, instruction, and assessment plan of the School. 

CA State Board of Education Page 341 of 567

 

PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e358 



Charter School Monitoring Instrument Page 7 of 16

CRITERION 2: EDUCATIONAL PERFORMANCE
 Evidence Reviewed
 Document(s)

 CAASPP test results reviewed online
 Internal assessment data
 Evidence of implementation of inter- 
 ventions and supports to meet the 
 learning needs of all pupils
 Home language survey
 SARC
 Bell schedule
 Professional development plan
 Staff meeting agendas/minutes
 Parent newsletters
 Credentialed teachers

 LCAP annual update. LCAP must   
 address goals and action plans

 Scope and sequence of all courses
 Pupil work samples
 EL master plan (optional)
 Independent study policy for short-term 
 independent study
 Independent study policy for educational 
 program (if applicable)
 Special Education Local Planning Area  
 Membership

 Other:  

 Interview(s)
 Board members
 Principal

 Teachers
 Parents

 Other:  

CDE narrative of the document(s) reviewed and interviews conducted

The following area(s) of noncompliance were identified and will be included in the CDE's Site Visit letter to 
the charter school with a request for a corrective action plan with timelines.
Identified area of noncompliance Criteria (Statue, regulations, charter petition, MOU, 

special condition)
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Charter School Monitoring Instrument Page 8 of 16

CRITERION 2: EDUCATIONAL PERFORMANCE, continued

Eligible for comprehensive support and improvement, additional targeted support and improvement, 
or additional support and improvement under the Every Student Succeeds Act state plan

Eligible for differentiated assistance or intensive intervention under California's System of Support

 ELIGIBLE FOR DIFFERENTIATED ASSISTANCE 
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Charter School Monitoring Instrument Page 9 of 16

Criterion 3: Governance and Organizational Leadership

The School and Board are duly constituted in accord with the charter petition and applicable state and 
federal laws and regulations, and are organized to support the School's mission and vision supporting the 
achievement of high standards by all pupils. 
  
 ■ The Board has a clear mission and vision for the School, and adopts policies and procedures that 

support high pupil achievement toward the MPOs and goals of the LCAP. 
 ■ The Board has established procedures to hold regular meetings that are conducted in accordance 

with the Brown Act. Times and locations of Board meetings are posted and announced to the School 
community. All meeting agendas are posted on the School's website no less than 72 hours prior to 
each regular meeting. All Board minutes are posted to the School's website within 30 days of the 
associated meeting of the Board. All policies and policy changes are posted on the School's website 
no more than 30 days after each meeting. 

 ■ The Board provides direction to the School leadership through the adoption of policies and 
procedures that support and promote high academic standards in a safe and healthy school 
environment. The Board adopts policies for campus supervision, conflicts of interest, and a safety 
and emergency plan. The School has information regarding the Family Education Rights and Privacy 
Act posted on the School's website. 

 ■ The Board will adopt policies and procedures regarding conflicts of interest, including provisions 
related to nepotism for the governing Board, and the School's employees, vendors, and  contractors, 
to: (1) ensure that no action taken by an individual or the School results in actual or apparent 
conflicts of interest; and (2) verify that all Board members and School administrators have 
participated in conflict of interest training. 

 ■ The Board employs and holds accountable School leadership, and authorizes School leadership to 
operate the School in accordance with the charter petition, applicable laws, and the School's mission 
and vision to improve pupil performance. The Board holds itself accountable by periodically reviewing 
its own effectiveness through a process that includes stakeholder input. 

 ■ The School has processes in place that ensure stakeholder input regarding the School's 
effectiveness in such areas as the LCAP, pupil discipline, parent (guardian) involvement, community 
engagement, and motivation of pupils towards high academic achievement and good citizenship. The 
Board consults regularly with all stakeholders regarding the LCAP, pupil achievement, and progress 
toward meeting the School's MPOs and LCAP goals. Strategies are implemented to increase parent/
guardian involvement. 

 ■ The Board routinely reviews academic and other School data, and uses it to provide direction and 
allocation of resources for continuous improvement of pupil achievement, fiscal viability, and 
compliance, and for ensuring schoolwide excellence. 

 ■ The Board is appropriately trained in charter school operations and applicable laws, including Brown 
Act training and conflict of interest training. New Board members are given a formal orientation of the 
purpose and background of the School, and their roles and responsibilities, including the fiscal 
requirements of operating a nonprofit organization. The Board operates in accordance with its 
bylaws. The following is posted to the School's website and updated within 30 days of any changes: 
  

 
 ■ Articles of incorporation 
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Charter School Monitoring Instrument Page 10 of 16

CRITERION 3: GOVERNANCE AND ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERSHIP
 Evidence Reviewed
 Document(s)

 List/roster of Board members
 Biographies/contact information of current  
 Board members 
 Charts/descriptions of Board roles and  
 responsibilities
 Agendas, meeting minutes, and list of  
 members of School Site Council, 
 English Learner Advisory Committee,   
 and/or parent advisory committee
 Articles of incorporation
 Conflict of interest policy
 Board approved bylaws (most recent)
 Annual calendar of Board meetings

 Board meeting dates
 Agendas
 Minutes
 Public posting

 Brown Act training

 Board resolutions/policies, including but not 
 limited to, conflict of interest, handbooks 
 (parent/pupil/employees), pupil discipline and 
 due process, employee discipline and due 
 process, parent complaint resolution and due 
 process

 Interview(s)
 Board members
 Principal

 Teachers
 Parents

 Other:  

CDE narrative of the document(s) reviewed and interviews conducted

The following area(s) of noncompliance were identified and will be included in the CDE's Site Visit letter to 
the charter school with a request for a corrective action plan with timelines.
Identified area of noncompliance Criteria (Statue, regulations, charter petition, MOU, 

special condition)
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Charter School Monitoring Instrument Page 11 of 16

Criterion 4: Fiscal Operations and Internal Controls

The School is a financially viable organization that is operated in compliance with all applicable state and 
federal requirements, state reporting requirements, and sound fiscal practices for the purpose of supporting 
high pupil achievement. 
  
 ■ The Board has oversight and responsibility for approving annual and amended budgets to ensure 

that resource allocation is sufficient to support the School's mission and vision, goals, actions, and 
services outlined in the LCAP, and to improve pupil achievement. Operations of the School are 
primarily funded through state and federal funds without reliance on fundraising, donations, and 
grants for support of ongoing operations. The School maintains a positive fund balance and at least a 
5 percent reserve. 

 ■ The Board regularly reviews and monitors the School's revenues, expenditures, and cash flow, and 
adopts modifications to the School's operating budget to ensure the financial stability of the School in 
order to sustain a high quality charter school. 

 ■ The School submits required financial reports, including the budget and interim reports, the 
unaudited actual report, and the annual independent audit that meet required timelines to the CDE. 
The School must certify these reports are accurate and are formally approved by the Board. 

 ■ The School has in place and implements effective systems and practices to manage revenues, 
expenditures, accounting, payroll, and equipment inventories. The Board has adopted policies and 
procedures to ensure implementation of sound fiscal systems that allow the School to make informed 
fiscal decisions. 

 ■ The School and the Board implement Board-adopted internal controls as recommended under 
general audit standards that ensure the integrity of all fiscal systems. 

 ■ The School has annual audits that are free of significant audit findings and exceptions. If audit 
findings have occurred, the School must show that it has promptly addressed the findings, taken 
appropriate action to resolve the findings, and informed the CDE of the actions taken. 

 ■ The Board and School leadership have an understanding of state and federal laws and regulations 
that guide charter schools, and ensure the expenditure of funds occurs in a manner that is compliant 
with applicable state and federal laws and regulations governing the use of those funds. 
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Charter School Monitoring Instrument Page 12 of 16

CRITERION 4: FISCAL OPERATIONS AND INTERNAL CONTROLS
 Evidence Reviewed
 Document(s)

 Budget
 Audit documentation - follow up with  
 findings if applicable
 Financial reports to the Board/agendas/ 
 minutes
 Board-adopted fiscal control policies
 Attendance management system, 
 policies/procedures

 Other:  

 Interview(s) 
 School administration
 School executive office
 Board members
 Fiscal staff
 Parents

Other:  

CDE narrative of the document(s) reviewed and interviews conducted

The following area(s) of noncompliance were identified and will be included in the CDE's Site Visit letter to 
the charter school with a request for a corrective action plan with timelines.
Identified area of noncompliance Criteria (Statue, regulations, charter petition, MOU, 

special condition)
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Charter School Monitoring Instrument Page 13 of 16

Criterion 5: School Operations

The School follows well-defined procedures and protocols to ensure safety, collect school data, manage 
employee and pupil records, and conduct the day-to-day business of the School in a safe, efficient, 
organized, and responsible fashion. 
  
 ■ The School follows a defined procedure to capture and record all daily attendance information. The 

School maintains hard copy attendance records that are signed and dated by the reporting teacher at 
least once per week. The School submits enrollment and attendance reports according to the CDE's 
reporting schedule. 

 ■ Pupil cumulative, health, and special education records are maintained in a secure and confidential 
location at the School. 

 ■ The School has a safety plan posted to the School's website that is updated as needed. Routine 
emergency drills are conducted and appropriate documentation is maintained. All staff is provided 
with adequate training to respond to emergency situations, as described in EC sections 35297(b) and 
32001. 

 ■ The School maintains the following insurances and provides evidence of coverage annually: 
 ■ Property insurance for the replacement value of the School's assets 
 ■ General liability of at least $2 million per occurrence and $5 million in total general 

liability insurance; deductible is not to exceed $20,000 per occurrence 
 ■ Automobile insurance for vehicles used for School business, including the 

transportation of pupils 
 ■ The School verifies that each teacher is appropriately credentialed to teach in their assignment area 

and maintains records of employee credentials and college transcripts. 
 ■ The School requires all employees, long-term volunteers, and contractors who have contact with 

pupils to submit to a tuberculosis test and periodic testing thereafter, as described in EC Section 
49406. The School maintains records of tuberculosis testing. 

 ■ The School requires all employees, volunteers performing services not under the direct supervision 
of a School employee, and onsite vendors having unsupervised contact with pupils to submit criminal 
background checks and fingerprinting in accordance with EC Section 45125.1. The School has a 
custodian of records who monitors subsequent arrest records, maintains confidentiality of all 
information gained from the Department of Justice (DOJ), and is subscribed to the DOJ's subsequent 
arrest notifications (SANs) service. 

 ■ Mandated reporter training is provided to all School personnel and records of such training are 
maintained. The School provides proof of completed training within the first six weeks of each school 
year, or within the first six weeks of the person's employment. 
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Charter School Monitoring Instrument Page 14 of 16

CRITERION 5: SCHOOL OPERATIONS
 Evidence Reviewed
 Document(s)

 School phone numbers, physical address, and 
 email addresses for the School's administrative 
 contacts

 Recruitment outreach documents
 Marketing brochures
 Pupil enrollment form(s) and enrollment 
 process

 Lottery procedures (including preferences 
 and procedures)
 Application and enrollment forms for lunch program
 Pupil/parent handbook
 Campus supervision policy
 Health/safety and emergency plans
 School annual calendar
 Staff roster
 Bell schedule (elementary) - scanned/uploaded 
 document with teacher names and grade(s)  
 assigned

 Master schedule (secondary) - scanned/up- 
 loaded document with teacher names and  
 assignment(s)
 Mandated reporter training - certification that all 
 staff have completed mandated reporter training

 Assurance that DOJ/SANs criminal record 
 summaries are kept and available for review -  
 uploaded assurance document signed 
 by the School administrator that such records 
 are kept and available for review

 Employee handbook - scanned/uploaded  
 current employee handbook

 Emergency safety binder - at minimum shall  
 address fire emergencies, earthquakes, natural 
 disasters, civil disorder, intruders on campus, 
 accidents, injuries, and any other threats to the 
 health and safety of pupils and staff

 Employee Child Abuse training documentation 
 and Bloodborne Pathogen training

 Interview(s) 
 Board members  School administration  Other:  

CDE narrative of the document(s) reviewed and interviews conducted

The following area(s) of noncompliance were identified and will be included in the CDE's Site Visit letter to 
the charter school with a request for a corrective action plan with timelines.
Identified area of noncompliance Criteria (Statue, regulations, charter petition, MOU, 

special condition)
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LOCAL CONTROL AND ACCOUNTABILITY PLAN (LCAP)
 Evidence Reviewed
 Document(s) 
 The LCAP must meet the following criteria:

 Be submitted to the CDE by July 1 (EC Section 47605)
 Adhere to the template adopted by the SBE (EC Section 52064)
 Be Board approved
 Be included on the charter school's web site
 Provide an annual update including a review of the progress towards the goals and a description 
of changes to the specific actions as a result of review and assessment (EC Section 47606.5) 
 Provide goals, actions, and services addressing the eight state priorities that apply to the grades   
 served or nature of the program operated by the school

 Priority 1: Credentials, materials, and facilities
 Priority 2: Academic standards, including ELs
 Priority 3: Parental involvement
 Priority 4: Pupil achievement
 Priority 5: Pupil engagement
 Priority 6: School climate
 Priority 7: Course of study
 Priority 8: Other pupil outcomes

 All applicable subgroups are listed, based on prior year demographic data
 Racial/ethnic subgroups
 Socioeconomically disadvantaged
 ELs
 Pupils with disabilities
 Foster youth

 Subgroup goals are included for the applicable priorities
Additional LCAP Requirements - The School must provide evidence of the following:

 Meetings or events were held to consult with stakeholder groups
 If the School received supplemental and/or concentration grants, the School must include a 
 description of the use of the supplemental and concentration funds that are consistent with the 
  budget
 The expenditures associated with the actions in the LCAP are consistent with the budget

CDE narrative of LCAP Review
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JUNE 2019 EVALUATION AND RESPONSE TO STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION ACADEMIC MEMO
 Evidence Reviewed
 Document(s)

 3 page evaluation and response document
CDE QUARTERLY UPDATE ON PROGRESS/NOTES
Quarter 1

Quarter 2

Quarter 3

Quarter 4
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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Tony Thurmond, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

Federal Program Monitoring 
“FPM” 

for PCSGP Sub-Grantees

Linda Greer and Kiyomi Meeker
California Department of Education

Charter Schools Division
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Webinar Objectives

•Review PCSGP Monitoring Instrument

•Preparing for a Monitoring Review

2
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PCSGP Monitoring Instrument
The Instrument was developed based on: 

• California Education Code (EC) 

• United States Codes (USC)

• Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 

• California Code of Regulations (CCR) 

• Charter School Program–Grant Requirements (CSP) 

3
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Items vs Evidence

• Items are what findings are based on related to the 
regulations related to the funding source

• Evidence is what the Local Educational Agency (LEA) 
provides to the California Department of Education (CDE) 
to support compliance

4
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PCSGP Monitoring Instrument
Walk Thru

5
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PCSGP Monitoring Instrument 

1. There are 5 major item indicators in the PCSGP 
Instrument. 

2. Each major item has sub-items. 
• Ex. Item 3.0 has 3 sub-items: 3.1, 3.2, and 3.3.

3. All items have evidence item requests. 
• Item 1.0 has the most with 18 evidence item requests.

4. Certain items can only be checked off during a site 
visit.
• Item 5.0 Recordkeeping and part of Item 4.0: On-site 

Inventory Verification.
6
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PCSGP Monitoring Instrument –
Evidence Request List (1 of 3)

1. The Detailed General Ledger should be for resource 
code 4610 and must show vendor name, date, and 
description of the charges. Do not upload invoices; the 
CDE will send a request for specific invoices after a 
review of the General Ledger. 

2. Time and Effort Records is required for all salaries 
paid from the grant. (New updated information)

7
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NEW!! Time and Effort Records

8

If the sub-grantee is claiming any salaries, any employees funded 
by federal grants must maintain documentation showing that their 
time is allocable to a federal program (2 CFR 200.403(a)).
The documentation must:
• Be supported by a system of internal controls which provide 

reasonable assurances charges are accurate, allowable, and 
allocable

• Reasonable reflect total activity for which the employee is being 
compensated (Cost Objective: PCSGP Work Plan/Activities) 

• Encompass all activities
• Be incorporated into official records
• Comply with established accounting policies and procedures
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PCSGP Monitoring Instrument –
Evidence Request List (2 of 3)

3. Evidence of Measurable Pupil Outcomes can be the 
following:
a) CASSP Data
b) Benchmark Assessments
c) Sample student work – please remove all student names

4. Evidence of Professional Development can be the 
following: 
a) Sign in Sheets
b) Agendas from conference handouts or conference badges
c) Certificates of completion

9
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PCSGP Monitoring Instrument –
Evidence Request List (3 of 3)

5. Historical Inventory – must include all equipment with 
an individual item value of $500 or more 
OR
Anything over $250 that is highly pilferable such as tablets, 
cameras, etc. 

If you want a sample inventory template email a request to 

10
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Uploading Evidence
All sub-grantee schools selected for monitoring must 
upload all requested evidence of compliance to the 
PCSGP FTP link below: 

https://www3.cde.ca.gov/exfiles/index.aspx?pid=118

Additional instructions have been sent to those 
schools who have been selected for this years 
review cycle. 

11
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File Naming Convention
• When uploading documents the following file naming convention 

must be used. The School Charter Number is vital as more than 
one school maybe uploading documents at the same time.  

• The file names must include the following: Charter Number_ 
Evidence File Name. Use the file names for evidence as listed in 
the PCSGP Monitoring Instrument pages 6—10. The unique four-
digit Charter School Number is how the program staff identifies 
each sub-grantee charter school. 

Example: 

12

Table 1: Filename Examples 
Example Description

1411_GvrngMnts Governing Board Agendas, sign-in sheets, and 
minutes. If uploading as separate documents, add 
an additional descriptive name after the file name. 
Example: GvrngMnts_Agenda. 

1411_EqpmtInvty Historical Inventory Template for all equipment $500 
or more and/or those items under $500 that are 
easily pilferable. 
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What is a finding?

1. Brief statement of the portion of the legal requirement the 

LEA has not met,

2. Identification of the evidence reviewed that was the basis 

of the conclusion, and 

3. Indication of what the agency must demonstrate in order 

to resolve the finding. 

13
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When does the finding need to be 
cleared? 

Stage 1–45 calendar days
You may ask for an extension.

Stage 2–225 calendar days
No further extensions. 

14
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Most Common Findings (1 of 2)

• CSP 1.0–Governance, Management, and Accountability
• no governing board minutes, no parent/volunteer sign in sheets, 

failure to follow standard operating procedures per federal 
guidelines and standard accounting practices

• CSP 2.0–Grantee Quality and Performance Assessment
• no analysis tools/plans, no dissemination of pupil achievement 

to stakeholders

15
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Most Common Findings (2 of 2)

• CSP 3.0 – Fiscal Control and Fund Accounting 
Procedures

• Missing PARs, non-allowable expenses, general ledger 
does not match claims

• CSP 4.0 – Inventory
• Missing equipment, not in the correct location

• CSP 5.0 – Recordkeeping 
• Grant files not found, missing items

16
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How to stay ahead of the game

•Start early!!! 

•Backwards plan!!!

17
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Plan Backwards

1. PCSGP Review Date

2. 30 Day Cutoff for uploading evidence

3. Meet/Talk with Regional Consultant to discuss review

4. Delegate evidence verification and collection

5. Set up Stakeholder Interviews (site visit only)

6. Attend Monitoring trainings

18
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Site Monitoring 
Schedule

Each sub-grantee 
selected for a site 
monitoring visit will 
be asked to prepare 
a schedule for the 
site visit. 

19

Sample 

Meeting Times 

Estimated 

Duration 
Activity 

9:15 – 9:30 15 min Arrival and introductions 

9:30 – 10:00 30 min Entrance/administrative team meeting 

10:00 – 11:30 
90 min Tour of school/classroom observations/Inventory 

Verification 
11:30 – 12:00 30 min Flex time 

12:00 – 12:45 45 min Meeting with teacher representatives (lunch?) 
12:45 – 1:30 45 min Meeting with board representatives 
1:30 – 1:45 15 min Flex time 

1:45 – 2:15 30 min Classroom Observations if needed.  

2:15 – 2:45 30 min Meeting with the operations team (file review) 

2:45 – 3:15 30 min Flex time 

3:15 - 3:55 40 min Meeting with the parent group 
-- -- Student dismissal 

4:15 -- Exit meeting with the school administrator 
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Stakeholder Interviews

• If your site is selected for a site visit, the consultant will 
be requesting a 30 -60 minute meeting with the following:

• Board members, one member less than a quorum

• Parents, 3-4 from various grades and a translator if needed

• Teachers and staff members – different grades or subjects, 
different roles. 

20
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Common Monitoring Mistakes
• Not being prepared
• Not informing staff, board members of visit dates and 

times
• Not making sure all inventory is ON campus and 

ready for verification
• Not communicating with the CDE Reviewer – emails, 

phone calls, in person
• Upload overload

21
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How to have a great review

• Be open and honest, something's can’t be fixed 
during the review

• If visiting multiple campuses, have site inventories 
and master schedule on hand at each site

• Communicate, communicate, communicate
• Be flexible and ask your site staff to be the same
• Relax, hydrate, and be prepared to show off your 

program

22
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Contact Information
Kiyomi Meeker: 
Linda Greer: 
Tamie Thompson: 

Main Phone Line: 

 

CDE PCSGP Resources:
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ch/pcsgpadmin.asp

23

CA State Board of Education Page 374 of 567

PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e391 



Appendix F6: CDE Technical Assistance Resources 
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Home /  Testing & Accountability /  Accountability /  California School Dashboard and System of Support

California School Dashboard and System of Support
California’s new accountability and continuous improvement system provides information about how 

local educational agencies and schools are meeting the needs of California’s diverse student 

population. 

Reports
California School Dashboard

The Dashboard contains reports that display the performance of local educational agencies (LEAs), 

schools, and student groups on a set of state and local measures to assist in identifying strengths, 

challenges, and areas in need of improvement. The CA Dashboard Mobile App is now available. The 

mobile App allows parents and educators an easier way to access their school and district Dashboards, 

all at their fingertips. Download the CA Dashboard Mobile App today!

School Dashboard Additional Reports and Data

Access the following five reports: the Five-by-Five Placement Reports, the College/Career Measures 

Report, the Participation Rate Report, the Student Groups Report, and the District Performance by 

County Report 

California School Dashboard Navigator

The California School Dashboard Navigator is an interactive mapping tool for visualizing school and 

student group performance on a map that displays schools by their color-coded performance level for 

each of the state indicators and student groups. Users can target their searches by specific geographic 

areas and refine their searches using a set of interactive charts. Information on how to use the tool is 

provided in the Navigator How-To Guide and in the FAQs.

Overview
 (Video; 1:53)The California School Dashboard – Let the Conversation Begin

This two-minute video explains why the California School Dashboard is the “ultimate conversation 

starter” and how it can lead to better planning and better results for our kids.

Overview

Parent Resources

District Resources

Data Files and Guide

Translations

FAQs

Page 1 of 5California School Dashboard and System of Support - Accountability (CA Dept of Educat...

2/12/2020https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/cm/
CA State Board of Education Page 376 of 567

 

PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e393 



Background

California's accountability system is based on multiple measures that assess how local educational 

agencies (LEAs) and schools are meeting the needs of their students. Performance on these 

measures is reported on the California School Dashboard (Dashboard).

System of Support 

California's system of support is one of the central components of California’s accountability and 

continuous improvement system. The goal is to help LEAs and their schools meet the needs of 

each student they serve, with a focus on building local capacity to sustain improvement and to 

effectively address disparities in opportunities and outcomes.

LEAs are eligible for assistance through the System of Support based on Dashboard results. 

Beginning with the 2019 Dashboard, Charters are eligible for identification under the Local Control 

Funding Formula for support. The process for determining charter school eligibility is available here 

(PDF)LCFF Criteria for Differentiated Assistance .

The Dashboard

The Dashboard is a powerful online tool to help districts and schools identify strengths and 

weaknesses and pinpoint student groups that may be struggling. It reports performance and 

progress on both state and local measures:

State measures apply to all LEAs, schools, and student groups and are based on data that is 

collected consistently across the state.

Local measures apply at the LEA and charter school level and are based on data collected at 

the local level.

The state and local measures are drawn from the ten priority areas of the Local Control Funding 

Formula (LCFF), which was passed in 2013. Table 1 lists each priority area and its corresponding 

state and/or local measure:

Table 1: The State and Local Measures for Each Local Control Funding Formula Priority 
Areas

Priority Areas State Indicator Local Indicator

Priority 1: Basic 

Services and 

Conditions at 

schools

N/A Text books availability, adequate facilities, 

and correctly assigned teachers.
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Priority 2: 

Implementation 

of State 

Academic 

Standards

N/A Annually report on progress in implementing 

the standards for all content areas.

Priority 3: 

Parent 

Engagement

N/A Annually report progress toward: (1) seeking 

input from parents/guardians in decision 

making; and (2) promoting parental 

participation in programs.

Priority 4: 

Student 

Achievement

Academic 

Performance (Grades 

3–8 and Grade 11)

English Learner 

Progress

N/A

Priority 5: 

Student 

Engagement

Graduation Rate

Chronic Absenteeism

N/A

Priority 6: 

School Climate

Suspension Rate Administer a Local Climate Survey every 

other year.

Priority 7: 

Access to a 

Broad Course of 

Study

N/A Annually report progress on the extent 

students have access to, and are enrolled in, 

a broad course of study.

Priority 8: 

Outcomes in a 

Broad Course of 

Study

College/Career N/A

Priority 9: 

(COEs Only)

Coordination of 

Services for 

Expelled 

Students

N/A Annual measure of progress in coordinating 

instruction for expelled students.
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Priority 10: 

(COEs Only)

Coordination of 

Services for 

Foster Youth

N/A Annual measure of progress in coordinating 

instruction for foster youth.

These priority areas form the basis for California's integrated accountability system, which meets 

both state and federal requirements.

Different criteria are used to determine and report performance for the state and local measures.

For the methodology for measuring performance on the local measures, please see the local 

measures. 

Performance on the state measures is based on data from both the current and prior years. Any 

LEA, school, or student group with at least 30 students in both the current and prior year receives a 

performance level for each applicable state measure. There are five performance levels, and each 

is assigned a different color: Red is the lowest performance level, Orange is the second lowest, 

Yellow is the middle point, Green is the second highest, and Blue is the highest performance level. 

On the Dashboard, a school's, LEA's, or student group's performance on a state measure is 

graphically displayed by a gauge, that is broken into five different colored segments, to represent 

the five levels of performance. An arrow points to the color that that corresponds to the performance 

for that measure. The picture below illustrates the five analog gauge meters used on the California 

School Dashboard. Each gauge meter is a half-circle dial that has 5 segments. Each segment 

represents a different performance level. The colors read from top to bottom: Blue, Green, Yellow, 

Orange, and Red. Blue represents the highest performance level while Red represents the lowest 

performance level. A needle indicates the performance level for the measure.

To learn more about a state measure, select from the list below:

Chronic Absenteeism

Suspension Rate

English Learner Progress

Graduation Rate

Academic Performance

College/Career
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For more detailed information, see the  (PDF)Technical Guide to the California School Dashboard

Questions: Academic Accountability Team | |   

Last Reviewed: Thursday, January 23, 2020 
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Home /  Finance & Grants /  Allocations & Apportionments /  Local Control Funding Formula

State Priority Related Resources 
Links to tools, promising practices, and research posted on the Quality Schooling Framework (QSF) 

web site to assist LEAs in addressing the state priorities in their Local Control and Accountability Plan 

(LCAP). 

Priority 1: Basic (Conditions of Learning)
Rate of teacher misassignment as relates to:

Equity

Professional Learning

Resource Alignment

Teachers

Student access to standards-aligned instructional materials as relates to:

Curriculum

Instruction

Resource Alignment

Facilities in good repair as relates to:

Culture and Climate

Resource Alignment

Priority 2: State Standards (Conditions of Learning)
Implementation of academic content and performance standards adopted by the state board for all 

pupils, including English learners as relates to:

Assessment

Curriculum

Equity

Instruction

Professional Learning

Priority 3: Parental Involvement (Engagement)
Efforts to seek parent input in decision making, promotion of parent participation in programs for 

unduplicated pupils and special need subgroups as relates to:
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Culture and Climate

Equity

Family and Community

Priority 4: Pupil Achievement (Pupil Outcomes)
Performance on standardized tests, share of pupils that are college and career ready, share of English 

learners that become English proficient, English learner reclassification rate, share of pupils that pass 

Advanced Placement exams with 3 or higher, share of pupils determined prepared for college by the 

Early Assessment Program as relates to:

Assessment

Curriculum

Equity

Instruction

Priority 5: Pupil Engagement (Engagement)
School attendance rates, chronic absenteeism rates, middle school dropout rates, high school dropout 

rates, high school graduations rates as relates to:

Culture and Climate

Equity

Family and Community

Priority 6: School Climate (Engagement)
Pupil suspension rates, pupil expulsion rates, other local measures including surveys of pupils, parents 

and teachers on the sense of safety and school connectedness as relates to:

Culture and Climate

Equity

Family and Community

Priority 7: Course Access (Conditions of Learning)
Pupil enrollment in a broad course of study that includes all of the subject areas described in Education 

Code Section 51210 and subdivisions (a) to (i), inclusive, of Section 51220, as applicable, as relates to:

Curriculum

Equity

Professional Learning

Priority 8: Other Pupil Outcomes (Pupil Outcomes)
Pupil outcomes in the subject areas described in Education Code Section 51210 and subdivisions (a) to 

(i), inclusive, of Education Code Section 51220, as applicable as relates to:
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Curriculum

Equity

Professional Learning

Priority 9: Expelled Pupils – COEs Only (Conditions of Learning)
Coordination of instruction of expelled pupils pursuant to Education Code Section 48926 as relates to:

Resource Alignment

Priority 10: Foster Youth – COEs Only (Conditions of Learning)
Coordination of services, including working with the county child welfare agency to share information, 

responding to the needs of the juvenile court system, and ensuring transfer of health and education 

records as relates to:

Resource Alignment

Questions:   Local Agency Systems Support Office | 

Last Reviewed: Thursday, February 6, 2020 

Page 3 of 3State Priority Related Resources - Local Control Funding Formula (CA Dept of Education)

4/2/2020https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/aa/lc/statepriorityresources.asp
CA State Board of Education Page 383 of 567

PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e400 



Home /  Testing & Accountability /  Accountability /  California School Dashboard and System of Support

Local Indicators
This page identifies the approved standards and tools that LEAs can use to rate local indicators. 

The State Board of Education (SBE) approved standards for the local indicators that support local 

educational agencies (LEAs) in measuring and reporting their progress within the appropriate priority 

area. For each local indicator, the performance standards are as follows:

1. Measuring LEA progress on the local indicator based on locally available information, and

2. Reporting the results to the LEA's local governing board at a regularly scheduled meeting of the 

local governing board and; 

3. Reporting to stakeholders and the public through the Dashboard.

An LEA uses the SBE-adopted self-reflection tools to report its progress through the Dashboard. The 

collection and reflection on locally available information relevant to progress regarding local priority 

areas will support LEAs in completing the self-reflection tools, reporting in the Dashboard, and in local 

planning and improvement efforts.

Provided an LEA satisfies the performance standards for each local indicator, the Dashboard will 

automatically assign a performance level of Met. If an LEA does not meet the performance standards, 

the Dashboard will automatically assign a performance level of Not Met or Not Met for Two or More 

Years, as applicable.

Tuesdays at Two - A Webinar Series
August 28, 2018 -  (PDF)Local Indicators Overview Presentation Slides

September 4, 2018 -  (PDF)Priority 7:Access to a Broad Course of Study

September 11, 2018 -  (PDF)Priority 1:Basic Services and Conditions

September 25, 2018 -  (PDF)Priority 2:Implementation of State Academic Standards

October 2, 2018 -  (PDF)Priority 6:School Climate

March 26, 2019 -  (PDF)Priority 3:Parent Engagement (Revised Self-Reflection Tool)

September 24, 2019 -  (PDF)Local Indicators

Self-Reflection Tools
This section provides a brief overview of the self-reflection tools available to LEAs.

(DOCX)Local Performance Indicator Quick Guide
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Basic Services and Conditions (Appropriately Assigned Teachers, Access to 
Curriculum-Aligned Instructional Materials, and Safe, Clean and Functional School 
Facilities) (Priority 1)

LEAs will use locally available information, including data reported through the School Accountability 

Report Card, to provide evidence of progress relevant to this local indicator.

Implementation of State Academic Standards (Priority 2)

LEAs have two options for the self-reflection tool. The first option allows LEAs to provide a narrative 

summary of their progress in the implementation of state academic standards based on locally selected 

measures or tools. The second option is to complete the SBE adopted self-reflection tool survey.

The SBE adopted self-reflection tool has the following Rating Scale (lowest to highest): 1 – Exploration 

and Research Phase; 2 – Beginning Development; 3 – Initial Implementation; 4 – Full Implementation; 

5 – Full Implementation and Sustainability

Parent and Family Engagement (Priority 3)

LEAs use this self-reflection tool to report the measurement of their progress, successes, needs and 

areas of growth in family engagement policies, programs, and practices. This tool will enable an LEA to 

engage in continuous improvement and determine next steps to make improvements in the areas 

identified.

The results of the process should be used to inform the LCAP and the development process, to assess 

prior year goals, actions and services as well as to plan or modify future goals, actions and services in 

the LCAP.

The SBE adopted self-reflection tool has the following Rating Scale (lowest to highest): 1 – Exploration 

and Research Phase; 2 – Beginning Development; 3 – Initial Implementation; 4 – Full Implementation; 

5 – Full Implementation and Sustainability

School Climate (Priority 6)

LEAs will provide a narrative summary of the local administration and analysis of a local climate survey 

that captures a valid measure of student perceptions of school safety and connectedness in at least 

one grade within the grade span (e.g., K–5, 6–8, 9–12). Specifically, LEAs will have an opportunity to 

include differences among student groups, and for surveys that provide an overall score, such as the 

California Healthy Kids Survey, report the overall score for all students and student groups. This 

summary may also include an analysis of a subset of specific items on a local survey and additional 

data collection tools that are particularly relevant to school safety and connectedness.

Access to a Broad Course of Study (Priority 7)

LEAs annually measure their progress in the extent to which students have access to, and are enrolled 

in, a broad course of study that includes the adopted courses of study specified in the California 

Education Code for Grades 1–6 and Grades 7–12, as applicable, including the programs and services 

developed and provided to unduplicated students and individuals with exceptional needs. 
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Coordination of Services for Expelled Students – (Priority 9, for COEs only)

Using the SBE adopted self-reflection tool, LEAs assess the degree of implementation of the progress 

in coordinating services for expelled students in their county.

The SBE adopted self-reflection tool has the following Rating Scale (lowest to highest): 1 – Exploration 

and Research Phase; 2 – Beginning Development; 3 – Initial Implementation; 4 – Full Implementation; 

5 – Full Implementation and Sustainability

Coordination of Services for Foster Youth (Priority 10, for COEs only)

Using the SBE adopted self-reflection tool, LEAs assess the degree of implementation of the progress 

in coordinating services for foster youth students in their county.

The SBE adopted self-reflection tool has the following Rating Scale (lowest to highest): 1 – Exploration 

and Research Phase; 2 – Beginning Development; 3 – Initial Implementation; 4 – Full Implementation; 

5 – Full Implementation and Sustainability

For more information on the Local Indicators please visit the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF).

Questions: Local Agency Systems Support Office | |   

Last Reviewed: Tuesday, November 5, 2019 
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Home /  Specialized Programs /  English Learners

English Learners
There are many programs and services to help students who do not speak, read, write or understand 

English well as a result of English not being their home language. The overall goal of the various 

programs is to improve the English language skills of English Learner students, Immigrant students, 

Migrant students and provide information to their parents about services available.

The California Department of Education helps to support English learner programs in California.

For more information about English learner programs, contact your local school district.

The English Learner - CalEdFacts page provides a more detailed overview of English learner 

programs.

The links and information below were developed for educators and others who are directly 

involved with English learner programs.

Bilingual Coordinators Network

Information regarding the Bilingual Coordinators Network (BCN), including meeting calendar.

The CA Education for a Global Economy Initiative

Information regarding the California Education for a Global Economy (Ed.G.E.) Initiative.

English Language Development Standards

Assembly Bill 124 (Chapter 605, Statutes of 2011) requires the State Board of Education approve 

standards for English language development for pupils whose primary language is a language other 

than English. These standards shall be comparable in rigor and specificity to the standards for English 

language arts adopted.

English Learner Roadmap

Guide to assist local educational agencies to implement California's 21st century college-and-career-

ready standards, curriculum, instruction programs, and assessments.

English-Spanish Glossary for Educational Settings

Glossary of English educational terminology translated into Spanish.

Equal Opportunity & Access

Discloses the practices of the California Department of Education to ensure equal, fair, and meaningful 

access to its employment and program services.

Letters to Local Educational Agencies

Important communication to assist local educational agencies in providing appropriate services and 

programs for English learners.

Page 1 of 2English Learners - Specialized Programs (CA Dept of Education)

2/12/2020https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/
CA State Board of Education Page 387 of 567

 

PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e404 



Hit Report | History | Linked From | Internal Validator | Link Checker | Show/Hide

Multilingual Education

The resources on this web page offer information on the development, implementation, and location of 

multilingual programs.

Parent Notification

Information and resources from the California Department of Education about the Parent Notification 

forms. 

Reclassification

Information on how a district determines whether or not an English learner student has sufficient 

English proficiency to be reclassified as a fluent English speaker.

Resources

FAQs regarding English learners in California and appropriate teacher authorizations and links to Web 

sites with information about developing programs for linguistically and culturally diverse students.

State Seal of Biliteracy

This program recognizes high school graduates who have attained a high level of proficiency in 

speaking, reading, and writing one or more languages in addition to English.

Technical Assistance and Monitoring

Provides Federal Program Monitoring (FPM) and technical assistance regarding services to English 

learners.

Title III

Language instruction for English learner and immigrant students.
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Home /  Executive Office /  Initiatives & Programs /  LCFF Priorities/Whole Child Resource Map

LCFF Priorities/Whole Child Resource Map
This map provides Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) priorities and whole child resources and 

supports to help local educational agencies, schools, and families serve the needs of the whole child. 

Each ray in the circle represents one LCFF priority. Click at the top of the ray of the priority you are 

interested in to get a list of resources and supports.

The star in the middle of the circle represents the whole child (from Cradle to Career) surrounded by 

those who want to ensure that ALL students are healthy, safe, engaged, challenged, and supported. 

Click in the middle of the star to get a list of the whole child resources.

Continuous Improvement Resources

Page 1 of 2LCFF Priorities/Whole Child Resource Map - Initiatives & Programs (CA Dept of Educat...

4/2/2020https://www.cde.ca.gov/eo/in/lcff1sys-resources.asp
CA State Board of Education Page 389 of 567

 

PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e406 



 

Internal Page ID: #469003 Hit Report | History | Linked From | Internal Validator | Link Checker | Show/Hide

Whole Child Resources
Whole Child resources that support schools in creating an environment where all students are 

safe, engaged, supported, challenged and healthy. 

LCFF Resources by Priority
LCFF Priority 1: Basic Services (Conditions of Learning)

LCFF Priority 2: Implementation of State Standards (Conditions of Learning)

LCFF Priority 3: Parent Involvement (Engagement)

LCFF Priority 4: Student Achievement (Pupil Outcomes)

LCFF Priority 5: Student Engagement (Engagement)

LCFF Priority 6: School Climate (Engagement)

LCFF Priority 7: Course Access (Conditions of Learning)

LCFF Priority 8: Student Outcomes (Pupil Outcomes)

LCFF Priority 9: Expelled Youth (Conditions of Learning)

LCFF Priority 10: Foster Youth (Conditions of Learning)

Questions:   One System/Whole Child Integration | 

Last Reviewed: Tuesday, March 19, 2019 

These resources provide information about how local educational agencies and schools can support the 

needs of California’s diverse student population.

Continuous Improvement Resources

Local Control Funding Formula

California Accountability Model and School Dashboard

Data and Statistics

Professional Learning Opportunities
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Home /  Finance & Grants /  Allocations & Apportionments /  Local Control Funding Formula

LCFF Frequently Asked Questions
Frequently asked questions and answers regarding the Local Control Funding Formula. 

LCFF Funding

Financial Accounting

Local Control and Accountability Plans

Unduplicated Pupils and California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System

Free and Reduced-Price Meal (FRPM) Income Eligibility Under the LCFF

Unduplicated Pupils at Schools with Provision 2 and 3 or Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) 

Status

Unduplicated Students

Auditing

Categorical Programs

Necessary Small Schools

Home-to-School Transportation

Economic Impact Aid

Parent and Community Engagement

LCFF Funding for County Office of Education (COE) Schools

Charter Schools

K–3 Grade Span Adjustment

California Collaborative for Educational Excellence

LCFF Funding
How is the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) different from what was in place under 

revenue limits? (Revised 04-Dec-2015)

One of the goals of the LCFF is to simplify how state funding is provided to local educational agencies 

(LEAs). Under the old funding system, each school district was funded based on a unique revenue limit, 

multiplied by its average daily attendance (ADA). In addition, districts received restricted funding for 

over 50 categorical programs which were designed to provide targeted services based on the 

demographics and needs of the students in each district.

Under the LCFF funding system, revenue limits and most state categorical programs have been 

eliminated. The LCFF creates funding targets based on student characteristics and provides greater 

flexibility to use these funds to improve student outcomes. For school districts and charter schools, the 

LCFF funding targets consist of grade span-specific base grants plus supplemental and concentration 
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grants that are calculated based on student demographic factors. For county offices of education 

(COEs), the LCFF funding targets consist of an amount for COE oversight activities and instructional 

programs. 

When will the LCFF be fully implemented? (Revised 04-Dec-2015)

Implementation of the LCFF began in 2013–14. Initially, the state Department of Finance (DOF) 

estimated that achieving full funding levels for school districts and charter schools under the LCFF 

would take eight years based on then-current Proposition 98 growth projections, which would result in 

full implementation by fiscal year 2020-21. Full implementation for COEs was estimated to take two 

years. While those initial timelines have not formally changed, we are ahead of the initial 

implementation schedule. See Figure 1 in the LCFF Overview for the most current implementation 

status. 

How are LCFF target levels calculated for school districts and charter schools? (Revised 04-Dec-

2015)

Funding targets under the LCFF consist of:

Grade span-specific base grants based on ADA, that reflect adjustments for grades K–3 class 

sizes and grades 9–12 (school districts with qualifying schools may receive a necessary small 

school (NSS) allowance in lieu of the base grants); 

Supplemental grants equal to 20 percent of the adjusted base grants multiplied by the LEA’s 

unduplicated percentage of English learners, income eligible for free or reduced-price meals, and 

foster youth pupils; 

Concentration grants equal to 50 percent of the adjusted base grants multiplied by an LEA’s 

percentage of unduplicated pupils above 55 percent; and

Two add-ons equal to the amounts school districts received in 2012–13 for the Targeted 

Instructional Improvement Block Grant and Home-to-School Transportation programs. 

Base, supplemental, and concentration grants, as well as necessary small school allowances, 

will receive cost-of-living adjustments as provided through the annual budget.

LCFF Target calculations are described in detail in the School District LCFF Target Entitlement and 

Charter School Target Entitlement sections of the Exhibit Reference Guides available on the Principal 

Apportionment web page for each fiscal year.

How are funding levels calculated for school districts and charter schools during the LCFF 

phase-in period? (Revised 04-Dec-2015)

In general, the calculation of LCFF funding throughout the phase-in period is based on an LEA’s prior 

year funding (floor) as well as its LCFF target amount.

For school districts and charter schools, the floor consists of 2012–13 deficited school district revenue 

limit funding including basic aid fair share reductions, or charter school general purpose block grant 

funding, divided by 2012-13 average daily attendance (ADA), and then multiplied by current year ADA. 

For school districts with qualifying schools, NSS ADA is funded in accordance with 2012-13 deficited 

NSS allowances in lieu of revenue limit funding. Added to that floor is the sum of any applicable 
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categorical program funding. For school districts, the categorical funding is a lump sum amount that is 

based on what the district received from 50-plus categorical programs in 2012-13 (see FAQ titled 

Categorical Programs for a list of the programs subsumed into LCFF). For charter schools, the 

categoricals are based primarily on what was received from the categorical block grant in 2012-13, 

adjusted for current year ADA, plus a lump sum for any categoricals included in LCFF that were 

received outside of the 2012-13 categorical block grant.

LCFF transition funding during the phase-in period is based on the difference between each school 

district and charter school’s floor and its new LCFF target; this difference is called the need. The floor 

calculation includes any prior year gap funding, converted to a per-ADA value that is then applied to 

current year ADA. Every school district and charter school that is not already funded based on its target 

will receive a percentage of its need, based on how much is appropriated in the state budget each fiscal 

year for this purpose. This additional funding is called gap funding. An LEA's funding amount during the 

phase-in period is then based on a recalculation of its LCFF target and its floor, with gap funding added 

to the floor to arrive at the total transition entitlement for that year.

LCFF transition calculations are described in detail in the School District LCFF Transition Calculation 

and Charter School Transition Calculation sections of the Exhibit Reference Guides available on the 

Principal Apportionment web page for each fiscal year.

What is Economic Recovery Target funding and how can I get it? (Revised 04-Dec-2015) 

An Economic Recovery Target (ERT) entitlement is based on the difference between the amount a 

school district or charter school would have received under the old funding system and the estimated 

amount it would receive for LCFF funding in 2020–21, based on certain criteria. To determine this 

difference, assumptions for the old funding system include:

2012–13 undeficited revenue limits, or block grant funding for charter schools, with cost-of-living 

adjustments of 1.57 percent in 2013–14 and 1.94 percent each year from 2014–15 through 2020

–21; and 

Categorical program funding levels restored to the pre-recession level

Only school districts and charter schools that were at, or below, the 90th percentile of per-pupil funding 

rates of school districts under the old funding system as determined at the 2013–14 P-2 certification, 

are eligible for ERT payments. An LEA eligible to receive ERT payments will receive one-eighth of its 

payment in 2013–14, two-eighths of its payment in 2014–15, and so on, following this pattern until it 

has reached its full amount in 2020–21, at which time the ERT payment will become a permanent add-

on to the LEA’s LCFF formula funding. ERT funding was calculated in 2013–14 and funding eligibility is 

closed to new participants.

How are funds apportioned under LCFF? (Revised 04-Dec-2015) 

LCFF is funded through a combination of local property taxes and state aid. State aid is distributed 

through the Principal Apportionment. For information on the Principal Apportionment, including the 

Principal Apportionment payment schedule, go to the Principal Apportionment Web page.

Back to top
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Financial Accounting
In the standardized account code structure (SACS), will all the LCFF funding be accounted for 

as an unrestricted resource? (Revised 17-Nov-2014)

All LCFF funding will be accounted for as an unrestricted resource. 

How can expenditures be coded to address LCFF state priorities?

Funding is provided in an unrestricted resource code. LEAs may define local codes to track 

expenditures if they wish.

Does the LCFF result in any modification or elimination of the “Minimum Classroom 

Compensation” requirements of California Education Code (EC) Section 41372?

No.

Will the recommended level for the reserve for economic uncertainties be increased?

The regulations regarding the recommended reserve for economic uncertainties remain in place under 

the LCFF (California Code of Regulations Title 5, Section 15449 ).

Back to top

Local Control and Accountability Plans
What is the Local Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP)? (Revised January 8, 2018) 

The LCAP is intended as a comprehensive planning tool to support student outcomes and is an 

important component of the local control funding formula (LCFF). Under the LCFF, all local 

educational agencies (LEAs) including school districts, county offices of education (COEs), and 

charter schools are required to prepare an LCAP, which describes how they intend to meet annual 

goals for all pupils, with specific activities to address state and local priorities identified pursuant to 

California Education Code (EC) sections 52060(d), 52066(d), and 47605.

For additional questions related to charter schools, see below.

What does it mean to adhere to the State Board of Education (SBE)-adopted template? (Revised 

January 8, 2018)

The Local Control and Accountability Plan and the Annual Update (LCAP) must be completed in 

conformance with the SBE-approved template. (EC sections 47606.5, 52060, 52061, 52064, 52066 and 

52067; and California Code of Regulations, Title 5 (5 CCR), sections 15494–15497.) The template may 

not be materially altered. The template allows for an LEA to resize pages, attach additional pages, and 

duplicate and expand fields as necessary in order to facilitate the completion of the LCAP. Minor 
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variations in spacing, font size, margins, row heights or column widths are not considered material 

changes. The LCAP template is available on the California Department of Education’s (CDE’s) LCAP 

Web page.

Must school districts and COEs address all state priorities in each year or over the three year 

period? (Revised January 8, 2018)

All state priorities must be addressed in each year of the LCAP. EC sections 52060 and 52066 specify 

that the LCAP must include a description of the annual goals to be achieved for all students and each 

student group (as identified in EC Section 52052) for each state priority as applicable to the type of 

LEA. A goal may address multiple priorities. Further, an LEA may include additional local priorities. 

Goals in the aggregate must address each of the state priorities and any additional local priorities. Also, 

as referenced in the LCAP instructions, each goal must identify the state and/or local priorities 

addressed by the goal.

How does a goal “address” a state priority? (Revised January 8, 2018)

A goal addresses a state priority if one or more of the expected annual measurable outcomes in the 

goal table uses one or more of the applicable required metrics for that priority (e.g. high school 

graduation rate for the pupil engagement priority). 

As explained in the previous question, the LCAP must include a description of the annual goals for all 

students and each student group to be achieved for each state priority as applicable to the type of 

LEA.

Does an LCAP need to address each state priority equally? (Revised January 8, 2018)

No. While the LCAP must include annual goals to be achieved for each state priority, an LEA may 

choose to focus its LCAP on a specific subset of the state priorities and any local priorities. An LEA 

does not need to address each priority equally in terms of number of related goals, planned 

actions/services or expenditures. For example, a district governing board might adopt an LCAP goal 

that addresses three state priorities and describes a limited number of planned actions/services and 

expenditures to achieve the goal, and adopt another LCAP goal that addresses only one priority yet 

describes a much greater number of planned actions/services and expenditures to achieve that goal.

What State Standards must the LCAP address as part of Priority 2? (Revised January 8, 2018)

The LCAP must include goals and related actions/services that address implementation of the 

academic content and performance standards adopted by the SBE. The content standards adopted by 

the SBE are listed below:

English Language Arts – Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts

Mathematics – Common Core State Standards for Mathematics

English Language Development

Career Technical Education

Health Education Content Standards

History-Social Science
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Model School Library Standards

Physical Education Model Content Standards

Next Generation Science Standards

Visual and Performing Arts

World Language

The list of the standards may also be accessed at the CDE's Content Standards Web page.

Further, Priority 2 requires the description of how programs and services will enable English Learners 

to access the  (PDF)English-Language Arts and  (PDF)Mathematics Common Core academic 

standards adopted pursuant to EC Section 60605.8 and the English Language Development standards

adopted pursuant to EC Section 60811 for purposes of gaining academic content knowledge and 

English language proficiency.

Is there a requirement to include any specific amount of the funds apportioned to an LEA on the 

basis of its number and concentration of unduplicated pupils as Budget Expenditures in the 

Actions/Services section of the LEA’s LCAP? (Posted January 8, 2018)

No. Regulation states that funds apportioned on the basis of the number and concentration of 

unduplicated pupils shall be used to increase services (grow services in quantity) or improve services 

(grow services in quality) for unduplicated pupils compared to services provided to all students in the in 

proportion to the increase in funds apportioned on that basis. (5 CCR sections 15495(k) and (l); 15496

(a).)  As such, there is not a spending requirement. Although an LEA may choose to track LCFF funds 

as “Base,” “Supplemental” or “Concentration” grant funds at the local level, they are not required to do 

so. An LEA may choose to simply identify a fund source for Budgeted Expenditures to implement an 

action/service as LCFF funded. However, the LEA’s LCAP must demonstrate how it will meet the 

requirements to proportionally increase or improve service for its unduplicated pupils. This 

demonstration must include the required justifications for actions/services provided on a districtwide, 

schoolwide, countywide or charter wide (“wide”) basis. (5 CCR 15496(b).)  

When an LEA provides actions/services on a “wide” basis, how does an LEA demonstrate that 

an action/service is “principally directed towards and effective in meeting the LEA’s goals for 

unduplicated pupils? (Posted January 8, 2018)

Generally, an LEA may demonstrate how an action/service is principally directed towards and effective 

in meeting the LEA’s goals for unduplicated pupils when the LEA explains how:

It considers the needs, conditions, or circumstances of its unduplicated pupils;

The service, or aspect(s) of the action/service (including, for example, its design, content, 

methods, or location), is based on these considerations; and 

The action/service is intended to help achieve an expected measurable outcome of the 

associated goal. 

When an LEA includes this demonstration in its LCAP, other students in the LEA may also receive 

and/or benefit from an action/service without affecting the service being considered as principally 

directed towards and effective in meeting the LEA’s goals for unduplicated pupils. 
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May a school district or county office of education make changes to its Local Control and 

Accountability Plan and Annual Update (LCAP) subsequent to the local governing board 

adopting it? (Reviewed January 8, 2018)

Yes. There are two possible processes for making changes to an LCAP: revising an LCAP during the 

period it is in effect, and amending an LCAP during the review and approval process.

During the period the LCAP is in effect, which is after it is approved by the county superintendent of 

schools or the Superintendent of Public Instruction (SPI), the local governing board may adopt revisions 

if it follows the same process it used for adopting the LCAP initially (specifically the steps set forth in EC

Section 52062 or Section 52068) and adopts the revisions in a public meeting. The revised LCAP 

would then need to be approved by the county superintendent of schools or the SPI as appropriate.

Alternatively, a district governing board may amend an adopted LCAP without going through the steps 

in EC Section 52062 or Section 52068 if the amendments are made in response to requests for 

clarification and/or recommendations for amendments from the local county superintendent of schools 

or the SPI during the LCAP review and approval process. Additionally, EC sections 52070 and 52070.5 

provides that on or before August 15th of each year, a county superintendent of schools or the SPI may 

seek clarification, in writing, from the local governing board about the contents of the LCAP, to which 

the local governing board must respond, in writing, within 15 days. Within 15 days of receiving a 

response, the county superintendent of schools or the SPI may submit recommendations, in writing, for 

amendments to the LCAP. The local governing board must then consider the written recommendations 

in a public meeting within 15 days of receipt.

Back to top

Unduplicated Pupils and California Longitudinal Pupil 
Achievement
Data System

Will the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS) data collection 

processes change under the LCFF? (Revised 04-Dec-2015)

No, data collection processes will not change. However, the CDE has added several new reports to 

allow LEAs to view their reported enrollment and unduplicated pupil counts that will be used in your 

LCFF funding calculations. See following questions for descriptions of the new reports.

How are “unduplicated pupils” defined for purposes of calculating supplemental and 

concentration grant amounts? (Revised 04-Dec-2015)

Supplemental and concentration grant amounts are calculated based on the percentage of 

“unduplicated pupils” enrolled in the LEA on Census Day (first Wednesday in October) as certified for 

Fall 1. The percentage equals:

Unduplicated count of pupils who (1) are English learners, (2) meet income or categorical 

eligibility requirements for free or reduced-price meals under the National School Lunch 
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Program, or (3) are foster youth. “Unduplicated count” means that each pupil is counted only 

once even if the pupil meets more than one of these criteria (EC sections 2574(b)(2) and 

42238.02(b)(1)). 

Divided by total enrollment in the LEA (EC sections 2574(b)(1) and 42238.02(b)(5)). 

What data will be used to determine the unduplicated student count? (Revised 04-Dec-2015)

Enrollment and other demographic data submitted by local educational agencies (LEAs) to CALPADS 

are used as the starting point for calculating the unduplicated student count. CALPADS Certification 

Report 1.17 – Free or Reduced Price Meals (FRPM)/English Learner/Foster Youth – Count, displays 

the counts of students by category and provides an unduplicated total. LEAs may use CALPADS 

Report 1.18 – FRPM/English Learner/Foster Youth – Student List to review the students included in 

report 1.17. LEAs are required to certify report 1.17 during the CALPADS Fall 1 submission.

In order to be counted in report 1.17 a student must have an open primary or short-term enrollment in 

CALPADS over Census Day (the first Wednesday in October) and meet one or more of the following 

criteria:

Have a program record with an education program code of Homeless (191), Migrant (135), Free 

Meal Program (181), or Reduced-Price Meal Program (182), that is open over Census Day 

Have an English Language Acquisition Status (ELAS) of “English learner” (EL) that is effective 

over Census Day 

Be directly certified in July through November as being eligible for free meals based on a 

statewide match conducted by CALPADS 

Be identified as a foster youth based on a statewide match conducted by CALPADS 

Be identified as a foster youth through a local data matching process and submitted to and 

validated by CALPADS 

LEAs do not need to submit information to CALPADS for students identified in statewide matches to be 

included in report 1.17.

CALPADS Report 1.19 is used by COEs and charter schools operating county programs to report the 

transfer of students that are served by the county but funded through the district (or served by the 

charter but funded through the county). These counts are then transferred to the appropriate LEA for 

purposes of LCFF funding calculations.

What is the role of county offices of education (COEs) in reviewing data on unduplicated 

students? (Posted 08-July-2014)

EC Section 42238.02(b)(3)(A) requires COEs to “review and validate certified aggregate English 

learner, foster youth, and free or reduced-price meal eligible pupil data for school districts and charter 

schools under its jurisdiction to ensure the data is reported accurately.”

To assist COEs to meet this requirement, CALPADS includes a County/LEA Authorizing Report, Report 

C/A 1.17 – C/A FRPM/English Learner/Foster Youth Counts. This report displays, for the school 

districts and charter schools in the COE’s jurisdiction, the certified counts of unduplicated students by 

LEA and schools within the LEA. COEs should review this report for reasonableness and communicate 
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any potential issues to the school district or charter school during the CALPADS Fall 1 amendment 

window. COEs may want to judge reasonableness based on prior year data. COEs are not required to 

certify this report.

To access this report, the CALPADS LEA Administrator for the COE must:

1. Create a new account with specific roles or add specific roles to the existing account as follows: 

a. County Role

b. Free Reduced Lunch

2. Log into CALPADS with appropriate account

3. Navigate to the Reports tab and select the County/LEA Authorizing Reports

4. Select Report C/A 1.17 – C/A FRPM/English Learner/Foster Youth – Count

Will any adjustments be applied to the unduplicated student count certified in Fall 1 prior to use 

in LCFF calculations? (Revised 04-Dec-2015)

The data from CALPADS Certification Report 1.17, FRPM/English Learner/Foster Youth – Count are 

the starting point for the LCFF supplemental and concentration grant calculations. Adjustments are 

made to the counts certified in the 1.17 CALPADS report based on data submitted by COEs in the 1.19 

CALPADS report. Students served by the COE or a county program charter that are on probation, 

probation referred, expelled pursuant to EC Section 48915 (a) or (c), or in juvenile court schools, are 

attributed to the COE. All other students are attributed to their district of residence or the county 

program charter.  Additional adjustments may be made as a result of audit findings reported to the 

CDE.

Is the calculation of the “unduplicated pupils” percentage based on annual or a multi-year 

average of data? (Revised 04-Dec-2015)

The LCFF calculation uses a three-year average based on the current year and two prior years. 

However, for the first year of implementation (2013–14), it will be based on one year of data only. In 

2014–15 it will be based on two years of data. In the 2014–15 and 2015–16 calculations, pursuant to 

EC sections 2574(b)(1)(D) and 42238.02(b)(5)(D), the 2014–15 unduplicated percentage will be used in 

place of the 2013–14 unduplicated percentage if the 2014–15 unduplicated percentage is higher.

Back to top

Free and Reduced-Price Meal (FRPM) Income Eligibility Under 
the LCFF

Which students are “eligible for free or reduced-price meals” under the LCFF? (Revised 16-May-

2016)
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Any student who meets the federal income eligibility criteria or is deemed to be categorically eligible for 

FRPM under the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) will be counted as FRPM-eligible. Except for 

directly certified and foster students identified through a statewide match, LEAs must submit the 

appropriate student program (SPRG) records to CALPADS in order for the students to be counted as 

FRPM-eligible. Based on these criteria, the following students are considered FRPM-eligible:

Students meeting NSLP income criteria as documented by an NSLP application form on file 

(code 181—free meal or 182—reduced-price meal). 

Students identified by the LEA to meet the same household income eligibility criteria required by 

the NSLP as documented on an alternative household income data collection form (program 

code 181—free meal or 182—reduced-price meal). 

Students categorically eligible for FRPM, including: 

Migrant students (program code 135) 

Homeless students (program code 191) 

Foster students identified through a statewide match with California Department of Social 

Services foster data (program code not needed) 

Students participating in the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR) 

(program code 181—free meal)

Students directly certified as eligible for free meals based on the CALPADS state-administered 

automatic match with California’s CalFresh (formerly Food Stamp) and CalWORKs eligibility data 

(program code not needed). 

Students directly certified as eligible for free meals based on a match conducted by an LEA and 

its county welfare department of student enrollment and CalFresh and CalWORKs eligibility data 

(program code 181—free meal). 

It is important to note that LEAs may not collect NSLP applications for students enrolled in schools with 

Provision 2 or 3 status in non-base years or Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) at any time. 

However, students enrolled in Provision 2 or 3 or CEP schools may qualify as FRPM-eligible for LCFF 

purposes through the direct certification process: based on their migrant, homeless, or foster status; or 

by a local process, such as collection of an alternative household income form to establish that the 

student’s household meets the income eligibility criteria required by the NSLP.

What is the timeline for determining income eligibility for free or reduced-price meals to qualify 

for LCFF? (Revised 23-Mar-2018)

Eligibility based on an NSLP application or alternative household income data collection form.

To be included in the LCFF unduplicated student count, an NSLP application or alternative household 

income data collection form must be submitted by students to their schools between July 1 and October 

31 of the school year. For example, a student who submits an application on October 31, 2014 may be 

included in the 2014–15 LCFF unduplicated student count, if found to be eligible for FRPM. 

Applications submitted between July 1 and October 31 may be processed and approved by the LEA 

after October 31 and students found to be eligible may be included in that year. Although students may 

be considered eligible for free/reduced price lunch programs in the first 30 days of a school year based 

on the prior year’s eligibility, students may not be coded as FRPM-eligible based on this 30-day 

eligibility window.
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For these students to be included in the unduplicated count, LEAs must submit an open program record 

with a Free Meal program code of 181 or a Reduced-Price Meal program code of 182 with a start date 

from July 1 through October 31 . LEAs may update CALPADS with FRPM program records until the 

close of the CALPADS Fall 1 amendment window, which is generally in February. (Specific dates are 

posted on the CALPADS Web Page.)

LEAs are required to verify a percentage of NSLP applications by November 15 of each year. If it is 

discovered during the income verification that a student should not have been designated as FRPM 

eligible, then the LEA must submit a correction to the FRPM record during the amendment period. 

Unless an error is discovered during the verification process, student eligibility is valid for the remainder 

of the school year, even if household circumstances change at a later date.

Eligibility based on direct certification. Students directly certified through the statewide process 

performed by CALPADS in July through November are included in the unduplicated student count for 

LCFF. (The direct certification process in CALPADS occurs on the second day of each month. The 

direct certification November pull is included in order to capture students directly certified in October.) 

CALPADS Certification Report 1.17 – FRPM English Learner Foster Youth – Count automatically 

includes these students. LEAs do not need to submit a Free Meal program record for these students.

Students directly certified through a local process conducted between July 1 and October 31 may be 

included in the unduplicated student count for LCFF. To be counted the LEA must submit a primary or 

short-term enrollment in CALPADS, and a Student Program (SPRG) File with a Free Meal Program 

record (program code 181). Both the enrollment and Free Meal program record must be open over 

Census Day.

Can an LEA share its FRPM data with another LEA for LCFF purposes? (Posted 06-Nov-2014)

Yes. LEAs may obtain FRPM data from other LEAs as students transfer from one LEA to another. 

Assembly Bill 1599 (Chapter 327, Statutes of 2014) amended EC Section 49558 (that governs the 

confidentiality of school meal records) to clarify that LEAs may disclose individual FRPM eligibility data 

with other LEAs for NSLP/meal certification purposes, and for LCFF data collections/calculations.

COEs often run special day classes at a district. The district collects FRPM data, provides 

meals, and collects reimbursements for those meals. The COE reports enrollment for those 

students in CALPADS and needs to obtain the FRPM data from the collecting district. Can the 

district release that information to the COE? (Posted 06-Nov-2014)

Yes. Rules about information sharing apply to school districts, COEs, and charter schools.

Can an LEA provide the actual reporting form (NSLP or alternative household income 

verification) to auditors? (Posted 06-Nov-2014)

Yes. LEAs (in the case of alternative household income forms) and food service departments (in the 

case of NSLP forms) may allow auditors access to individual forms for review, either for NSLP audits or 

LCFF audits. However, all documentation and information related thereto provided by the LEA staff 

st st
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(including any food services staff) to auditors is to be kept in strict confidence adhering to all state and 

federal privacy laws and is to be used solely for the purpose of determining whether a student is 

correctly designated as FRPM eligible.

LEAs (in the case of alternative household income forms) and food service departments (in the case of 

NSLP forms) have the discretion whether to allow auditors to leave the campus with the forms, make 

copies, or have the forms or copies e-mailed or mailed off campus. Further, auditors may be required to 

review the forms onsite to maintain confidentiality, even if the auditor wants an additional sample of 

forms and has already left the campus.

Who can an LEA, auditor, or food service personnel contact at CDE if they need further 

clarification on the documentation that is allowed to be released? (Posted 06-Nov-2014)

For questions related to LCFF funding and the alternative household income form, please 

contact 

For questions about CALPADS, please contact the CALPADS Service Desk at calpads-

support@cde.ca.gov.

For questions related to the NSLP application, please contact your School Nutrition Program 

County Specialist. The SNP County Specialist list is available in the Child Nutrition Information 

Payment System Download Forms section entitled “Caseload SNP.” If you do not have access to 

CNIPS, please call   and you will be directed to your SNP County Specialist.

Back to top

Unduplicated Pupils at Schools with Provision 2 and 3
or Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) Status

How will pupils eligible to receive free and reduced-price meals in Provision 2 and 3 or CEP 

schools be counted for LCFF purposes? (Updated 15-Oct-2015) 

Under the National School Lunch Program (NSLP):

Schools with Provision 2 and 3 status receive reimbursements for meals served based on 

participation in a base year (of a four-year cycle for Provision 2; five-year cycle for Provision 3). 

These schools collect NSLP eligibility applications in the base year, but do not collect eligibility 

applications in the subsequent years the school is on Provision 2 and 3 status, except to 

reestablish a base year. 

Schools participating under the CEP receive reimbursements for meals served based on the 

percentage of identified pupils each year (in a four-year cycle, plus grace year). Identified pupils 

are pupils directly certified for meals who receive CalFresh, CalWORKs, and Food Distribution 

Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR) benefits, and the extension of these benefits to pupils 

within the same household. It also includes pupils certified as foster, homeless, migrant, 

runaway, or participating in Head Start Programs; these pupils are deemed categorically eligible. 

These schools do not collect NSLP eligibility applications in the four-year cycle or in the grace 

year. 
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To be counted as eligible for free or reduced-price meals (FRPM) for purposes of the LCFF, pupils 

must meet income eligibility criteria for the NSLP through an approved NSLP application or alternative 

household income data collection form, be directly certified to receive free meals, or be categorically 

eligible. This means that in Provision 2/3 and CEP schools, for students who are not directly certified or 

categorically eligible, LEAs must determine income eligibility through an alternative household income 

data collection form and submit a corresponding program record in CALPADS. Identifying a pupil as 

income-eligible or not income-eligible in CALPADS does not affect the pupil’s ability to receive a free 

meal in a Provision 2/3 or CEP school.

To further reduce the burden of data collection, California Education Code (EC) Section 42238.01(a) 

was recently amended (Chapter 327, Statutes of 2015) to provide that an LEA participating in Provision 

2/3 or CEP “may establish a base year for purposes of the local control funding formula by determining 

the pupils at the school who are eligible for free or reduced-price meals and using each pupil’s eligibility 

status in that base year to report eligibility for up to each of the following three school years. The school 

may include between base year eligibility determinations, any newly enrolled pupils who are determined 

to be eligible for free or reduced-price meals or any current pupils found to be newly eligible for free or 

reduced-price meals as identified through a local or state direct certification match or other categorical 

designation.” (Note: The base year established for local control funding purposes is distinct from the 

Provision 2/3 or CEP “base year” under the NSLP, although, as explained below, schools can establish 

the same year as “base years” for both purposes.) 

Determining Base Year: LEAs using the option to establish an LCFF base year must collect eligibility 

data for all eligible pupils at least once every four years. The pupil’s eligibility status in the LCFF base 

year, which is either based on income data from an NSLP application or alternative household income 

data collection form, or through direct certification or categorical eligibility, remains the same until the 

LEA establishes a new LCFF base year for the school. Schools may perform the LCFF base year data 

collection during the same year that they establish a Provision 2/3 base year under the NSLP, in which 

case, NSLP applications can be used for LCFF purposes. CEP schools do not collect NSLP 

applications so those schools must use alternative household income data collection forms to 

determine pupil eligibility, even in base years.

Since pupils in Provision 2/3 and CEP schools who are identified as meeting NSLP income 

requirements based on an NSLP application or alternative household income data collection form in the 

base year retain eligibility for purposes of LCFF into subsequent non-base years, all schools must 

submit an FRPM program record for these pupils to CALPADS every year in order to be counted for 

LCFF. The application or alternative form collected in the base year can be used as the basis for the 

submission of the annual program record for each of the subsequent years before re-establishing a 

new base year. 

Pupils in Provision 2/3 and CEP schools who are identified as meeting NSLP eligibility requirements 

based on direct certification or categorical eligibility in the base year, also retain eligibility for purposes 

of LCFF in subsequent non-base years, even if the pupils are not directly certified or categorically 

eligible in the subsequent non-base years. In order to be counted for LCFF, LEAs must submit FRPM 

program records to CALPADS for these pupils in each of the intervening years. For students who 

were categorically eligible based on their homeless or migrant status, but who are no longer homeless 

or migrant in subsequent non-base years, LEAs should continue to submit FRPM program records but 
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should no longer submit homeless or migrant program records. The direct certification list or 

documentation of categorical eligibility collected in the base year can be used as the basis for the 

submission of the annual program record for each of the subsequent years before re-establishing a 

new base year.

Additions to Base Year: During the intervening years between base years, LEAs should collect data 

only from newly enrolled pupils. Since Provision 2/3 schools do not collect NSLP applications between 

base years and CEP schools never collect NSLP applications, LEAs can only make income eligibility 

determinations on newly enrolled pupils who were not directly certified or categorically eligible using 

alternative household income data collection forms. LEAs must submit FRPM program records to 

CALPADS for newly enrolled pupils meeting the income eligibility requirements, as well as for newly 

enrolled pupils directly certified through a local match or categorically eligible for benefits, in order to be 

counted for LCFF. In addition, LEAs may submit FRPM program records for currently-enrolled pupils 

who were not included in the base year but were later determined to be eligible through direct 

certification or categorical eligibility. (See “What data must be collected by Provision 2/3 and CEP 

schools for newly enrolled pupils in intervening years to determine eligibility for LCFF?” for further 

detail.) 

A school’s base year designation is not submitted to the CDE and should be documented by the LEA 

for auditing purposes. Schools should be prepared to show auditors the original documentation that a 

pupil is FRPM eligible, which would be the NSLP application or household income data collection form, 

the direct certification list, or the documentation of categorical eligibility submitted in the base year. 

Pupils enrolled after the base year would have documentation from the year they were enrolled. Pupils 

enrolled in a school during a base year and who were not eligible for purposes of LCFF but were 

subsequently directly certified or determined to be categorically eligible in non-base years would have 

the documentation from the year they were certified or determined to be categorically eligible. 

Is FRPM-eligibility data used for more than calculating LCFF? (Updated 15-Oct-2015) 

LCFF funding calculations are not the only reason FRPM eligibility data is collected; it is also collected 

in aggregate to track the academic achievement of the socioeconomically disadvantaged pupil group as 

defined in California’s accountability workbook approved by the SBE and submitted to the federal 

United States Department of Education as required by federal accountability statute. Therefore, any 

pupils identified as FRPM eligible are included in the schools’ socioeconomically disadvantaged 

accountability subgroup. FRPM data may also be used to determine funding for categorical programs 

such as the Prop 39 Clean Energy Jobs Act.

What information must be collected on the alternative household income data collection forms 

for Provision 2 and 3 schools, schools participating under the CEP, or schools that do not 

participate in the NSLP? (Updated 15-Oct-2015)

All information collected on the NSLP eligibility application forms is not required to be collected on 

alternative household income data collection forms for LCFF and accountability purposes. Forms that 

contain the following minimum information would be considered valid documentation of FRPM eligibility:

Information sufficient to identify the pupil(s) 
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Information sufficient to determine that the pupil or household meets federal income eligibility 

criteria sufficient to qualify for either a free or reduced-priced meal under the Richard B. Russell 

National School Lunch Act (Public Law 113-79) 

Certification that information is true and correct by the pupil’s adult household member

The CDE has developed several sample forms to collect income eligibility information. These forms are 

not designed for and should not be used to determine eligibility for free or reduced-price meals under 

the NSLP. Please note that the ranges used to determine income eligibility are updated annually. 

Updated Household Size and Income Eligibility data located on the California Department of 

Education's School Nutrition Programs Eligibility Materials Web page. Category 1 is the range for free 

meals and category 2 is the range for reduced-price meals.

(DOC)Household Income Data Collection Form Sample 1 (English) Revised 14-May-2015

This form collects information for multiple children in a household. Parents/guardians would 

calculate their annual income and select among income ranges. Please note that LEAs need to 

update the form annually to reflect the current year’s household size and income eligibility 

ranges. 

Available translations of Household Income Data Collection Form Sample 1

(DOC)Household Income Data Collection Form Sample 2 (English) Revised 14-May-2015)

This form collects information for multiple children in a household. Parents/guardians would list 

their income sources and amounts. The school would determine whether the income falls within 

specified ranges. 

Available translations of Household Income Data Collection Form Sample 2

(DOC)Household Income Data Collection Form Sample 3 (English) Revised 14-May-2015)

This form collects information for multiple children in a household. Parents/guardians would 

select among income ranges, which are presented for various frequencies of payment (weekly, 

monthly, yearly, etc.). Please note that LEAs need to update the form annually to reflect the 

current year’s household size and income eligibility ranges. 

Available translations of Household Income Data Collection Form Sample 3

(DOC)Household Income Data Collection Form Sample 4 (English) Revised 14-May-2015)

This form collects information for one child. Parents/guardians would provide their total income 

and household size. The school would determine whether the income falls within specified 

ranges. 

Available translations of Household Income Data Collection Form Sample 4

(XLS)Household Income Data Collection Form Sample 5 (English) Revised 06-Oct-2014)

This form collects information for multiple children in a household. Parents/guardians would list 

their income sources and amounts. The school would determine whether the income falls within 

specified ranges. The form includes other information that the school may wish to collect, such 

as eligibility for benefits under various federal programs. 

Available translations of Household Income Data Collection Form Sample 5

It should be noted that the data collection requirements applying to Provision 2/3 and CEP schools also 

apply to schools that do not collect NSLP applications for other reasons, for example schools that do 

not participate in the NSLP. Please also note that only Provision 2/3 and CEP schools can establish a 

base year for LCFF purposes (see FAQs above) and collect data less frequently than annually; other 

schools must collect data every year.
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What data must be collected in intervening years by Provision 2/3 and CEP schools for newly 

enrolled pupils transferring from another LEA to determine eligibility for LCFF? (Updated 15-Oct-

2015) 

The pupil enrolls prior to the October Census Day:

If transferring from another LEA that has determined eligibility during the current school year, the 

new LEA can accept the supporting documentation collected by the previous LEA and use the 

information for Census Day reporting for the current year and in future non-base years. Only 

current-year eligibility determinations can be used for this purpose; eligibility determinations 

made by the previous LEA in prior school years cannot be carried over and used by the new 

LEA. 

If eligibility has not been determined for the current school year, the new LEA will need to 

determine eligibility for the pupil, either through collection of a household income data collection 

form or through direct certification or determination of categorical eligibility, and use the 

information for Census Day reporting for the current year and in future non-base years.

The pupil enrolls after the October Census Day:

If transferring from another LEA that has determined eligibility during the current school year, the 

new LEA can accept the supporting documentation collected by the previous LEA and can use 

the information in future non-base years without the new LEA having to re-determine eligibility. 

Since the pupil was not enrolled in the LEA on Census Day, the pupil would not be included in 

the current year Census Day count.

If eligibility has not been determined by the other LEA during the current school year, even 

though it does not impact LCFF counts for the current year, the new LEA should determine the 

pupil’s eligibility as soon as possible after enrollment because this information is used in the 

current year for accountability subgroup determinations and other reporting, and will be needed 

in future non-base years for LCFF.

When accepting supporting documentation from another LEA, the new LEA must ensure the 

documentation provided is from the current school year. Once eligibility is established by the new LEA, 

it may carry over into subsequent years, and eligibility for that pupil does not need to be re-determined 

until the school re-establishes its base year. In this case, schools should be prepared to show auditors 

the original documentation that designated the pupil as FRPM eligible, which would be the NSLP 

application, alternative household income data collection form, direct certification list or documentation 

of categorical eligibility sent from the prior school.

What data must be collected in intervening years by Provision 2/3 and CEP schools for pupils 

transferring between schools within the same LEA to determine eligibility for LCFF? (Updated 

15-Oct-2015) 

For any pupil transferring to a Provision 2/3 or CEP school in a non-base year within the same LEA, the 

LEA may use the FRPM eligibility previously established within the LEA, whether eligibility was 

established in the current year or in prior years, as long as documentation supporting eligibility for those 

pupils is less than four years old. Once eligibility has been determined by the new school, it may be 

carried over as long as the LEA updates pupil eligibility at least once every four years. 
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If a family does not complete an NSLP application or alternative household income data 

collection form during the LCFF base year and the pupil is not directly certified or determined to 

be categorically eligible, can a Provision 2/3 or CEP school collect an NSLP application or 

household income form from that continuing family during the non-base years? (Updated 15-

Oct-2015)

No. If a Provision 2/3 or CEP school has established an LCFF base year, the school cannot collect 

NSLP applications or alternative household income data collection forms from continuing pupils during 

non-base years. However, pupils not deemed eligible in the LCFF base year who are later directly 

certified or determined to be categorically eligible during non-base years can be included in the LEA’s 

unduplicated pupil count and their eligibility can be carried over to non-base years until a new base 

year is established.

Can an LEA share FRPM or Alternative Household Income data with another LEA for LCFF 

purposes? (Updated 15-Oct-2015)

While Education Code section 49558 previously restricted the sharing of NSLP applications between 

LEAs for purposes other than administering the NSLP program, a recent amendment [Assembly Bill 

1599 (Chapter 327, Statutes of 2014)] to Section 49558, allows LEAs to share pupils’ names and 

FRPM eligibility status with other LEAs when necessary for LCFF data calculations. In addition, 

alternative household income data and pupils’ eligibility status, and the forms themselves, can be 

shared with other LEAs as necessary for LCFF calculations.    

Can the cafeteria fund be used to support administrative functions related to the alternative 

household income data collection process? (Updated 15-Oct-2015) 

No. Federal and California State laws prohibit the school cafeteria fund from paying for functions that 

are not related to the NSLP. The development, distribution, receipt, review, and approval of an 

alternative household income data collection form, are not functions related to the NSLP; therefore, 

cafeteria funds cannot be used for activities related to the alternative household income data collection 

process. 

Back to top

Unduplicated Students

English Learners Under the LCFF

Which students are classified as English learners under the LCFF? (Reviewed January 8, 2018)

A student is classified as an English learner for LCFF purposes if he or she is identified in the California 

Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS) as enrolled on Census Day with an English 

Language Acquisition Status (ELAS) of “English learner” (EL). Please see the Auditing topic for 

additional information regarding documentation.

May a student with an ELAS of “To Be Determined” (TBD) who is later determined to be an 
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English learner be included in the LCFF unduplicated student count? (Reviewed January 8, 2018)

If an LEA previously submitted an ELAS of TBD for a student, and the LEA determines after Census 

Day (the first Wednesday in October) that the student is an English learner, the LEA may update the 

TBD status to “EL” with a start date that is before Census Day. If this update is done before the LEA 

certifies its Fall 1 data in CALPADS, then the student will be included in the LCFF unduplicated student 

count.

Foster Youth Under the LCFF

Who are considered “foster youth” under the LCFF? (Reviewed January 8, 2018)

Pursuant to EC Section 42238.01(b), the following children and youth are considered “foster youth” for 

purposes of the LCFF:

A child or youth who is the subject of a petition filed under Welfare and Institutions Code (WIC)

Section 300 (meaning a court has taken jurisdiction over a child and declared the child to be a 

dependent of the court due to the presence or risk of abuse or neglect). This includes both 

children who are living at home while a dependent of the court as well as children who the court 

has ordered to be removed into the care, custody and control of a social worker for placement 

outside the home.

A child or youth who is the subject of a petition filed under WIC Section 602 (meaning a court has 

taken jurisdiction over a child and declared the child to be a ward of the court due to the child’s 

violation of certain criminal laws) and has been ordered by a court to be removed from home 

pursuant to WIC Section 727 and placed in foster care as defined by WIC Section 727.4(d).

A youth between ages 18 and 21 who is enrolled in high school, is a non-minor dependent under 

the placement responsibility of child welfare, probation, or a tribal organization participating in an 

agreement pursuant to WIC Section 10553.1, and is participating in a transitional living case 

plan.

For foster youth living outside the home, does the type of out-of-home placement matter? 

(Revised January 8, 2018)

If a child is a foster youth as defined by EC Section 42238.01(b), where that child or youth is placed 

does not matter. Typical placement types include, but are not limited to, a county shelter/receiving 

home, court-specified home, Foster Family Agency Certified Home, Foster Family Home, Group Home, 

Short Term Residential Treatment Program, Guardian with Dependency, Medical Facility, Non-Foster 

Care Home, Resource Family, Relative/NREFM (Non Related Extended Family Member) Home, Small 

Family Home, Supervised Independent Living Placement, or Tribe Specified Home. A foster youth as 

defined under LCFF may also be temporarily living in a Juvenile Hall.

Who is not considered “foster youth” under the LCFF? (Reviewed January 8, 2018)

A child or youth who is in a “voluntary placement.” Voluntary placements are not subject to a 

petition filed under WIC Section 300.

A child or youth who is living with relatives or friends and who is not a dependent of the court 

(i.e., is not subject to a WIC Section 300 petition).
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A child or youth who is a ward of the juvenile court pursuant to a petition filed under WIC Section 

602 who is either living at home or has been ordered to be placed in a corrective or rehabilitative 

facility but has not been ordered to be removed from his or her home into a foster care 

placement pursuant to WIC Section 727.4(d).

What is a Foster ID and a Case ID? (Revised January 8, 2018)

The California Department of Social Services (CDSS) assigns to each foster child or youth, through the 

Child Welfare System/Case Management System (CWS/CMS), a set of unique IDs:  A 10-digit and 19-

digit Foster ID (also referred to as Foster Client ID or Student Foster ID), and a 19-digit Case ID. The 

CDSS provides to the California Department of Education (CDE) a weekly file that includes both the 10-

digit Foster ID and the 19-digit Case ID for each foster child or youth that meets the LCFF definition.

Which foster youth are included in the unduplicated count for purposes of calculating 

supplemental and concentration grants under the LCFF? (Reviewed January 8, 2018)

The foster youth included in the unduplicated count are those who the LEA reports to CALPADS as 

enrolled in a school in the LEA on Census Day (first Wednesday in October) and who have been 

identified as a foster youth through the statewide match or who have been identified through a local 

data matching process and submitted to and validated by CALPADS.

What is the statewide foster match? How does it differ from a local match? (Revised January 8, 

2018)

The statewide process matches CALPADS enrollment data to data from the CWS/CMS. CALPADS 

reports and extracts are available so that LEAs are informed as to the students identified as foster 

youth from this match. Foster data is updated in CALPADS on a weekly basis so that LEAs are able to 

continuously serve the appropriate population. 

LEAs may conduct local matches with their county welfare departments (CWDs), in which student 

enrollment data from their student information systems is matched with data in CWS/CMS. The CDSS 

and the CDE communicate to CWDs, COEs, and LEAs, the categories of youth in CWS/CMS that 

should be used for local matching processes.

Since both the statewide match conducted between the CDE and CDSS and local matches conducted 

between LEAs and CWDs use foster data from the same source system, CWS/CMS, both the 

statewide and local matches should yield the same results. However, due to differences in matching 

logic or lag time in updating data systems, a local match may sometimes identify a student as a foster 

student who is not identified in the statewide match.

What happens if the state match does not identify a youth who is identified as a foster youth 

through a local match? (Revised January 8, 2018)
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If an LEA identifies a student as a foster youth from a local match conducted with its CWD who is not 

identified from the statewide match, the LEA may try to “locally match” the youth by using functionality 

available within CALPADS. The LEA may submit the 10-digit Foster ID or 19-digit Case ID in 

CALPADS, and if the youth has been included in the weekly file of foster youth provided by CDSS, the 

youth will be “matched” and identified as a foster youth within CALPADS.

What additional information does CALPADS provide to LEAs on foster youth? (Revised January 

8, 2018)

LEA staff with appropriate security roles have access within CALPADS to the following information on 

foster youth:

Foster ID (10-digit)

Case Start Date

Case End Date

Case ID (19-digit)

Episode Start Date (the start of an out-of-home placement)

Episode End Date (the end of an out-of-home placement)

Social Worker Name and Phone Number

Court Appointed Educational Representative and Phone Number

An indication of whether the student is receiving family maintenance services (and thus is living 

at home)

County of jurisdiction

Whether parental rights are limited (Y/N)

Responsible Agency (Child Welfare or Probation)

How should LEAs account for changes in the population of foster youth throughout the year in 

preparing LCAPs? (Revised January 8, 2018)

LEAs should identify services to be provided to any youth who becomes a foster youth during the 

school year, even though the numbers of foster youth may fluctuate. Only a portion of foster youth may 

be “counted” in the unduplicated student count for the LCFF because they change schools frequently.

What foster youth are included in the foster youth subgroup for state accountability purposes?

(Revised January 8, 2018)

For the Academic Indicator, a student who is foster youth at any point in the school year and who is 

continuously enrolled will be included in the foster youth subgroup. 5 CCR, sections 1039.2 and 1039.3, 

relating to the implementation of EC Section 52052.1(a)(1), define continuously enrolled as a “student 

enrollment from Fall Census Day (first Wednesday in October) to the first day of testing without a gap in 

enrollment of more than 30 consecutive calendar days.”

For all other indicators, continuous enrollment is not considered, so any student who is foster youth at 

any point in the school year will be included in the foster youth student group. Note: For the graduation 

rate and the college/career indicators, students who are foster youth at any point during high school are 

included in the foster youth student group.
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What types of services may a foster youth receive from the child county social services or 

probation departments? (Revised January 8, 2018)

The overall goal of child social services is the reunification of children and youth with their families. 

Foster children and youth may go through a continuum of services or “service component types” 

ranging from pre-placement family maintenance to out-of-home placement to family reunification or 

permanent placement. The LCFF definition of foster youth includes children and youth receiving 

services along this continuum from the opening of the court case to its close.

The table below describes the major service component types. It will be useful for educational staff 

working with foster children and youth to understand where in the process a child or youth is and what 

services he or she is receiving from the child county social services or probation departments. The data 

provided in CALPADS will indicate whether a child or youth is in family maintenance; if the child is not 

in family maintenance, he or she is in an out-of-home placement.

Child 

Welfare 

Service 

Code

Child Welfare Service 

Component Type

Description

FM Pre-Placement (Family 

Maintenance)

Child/youth is living at home receiving family 

maintenance services aimed at preventing removal of 

the child.

FR Family Reunification Child/youth is in an out-of-home placement receiving 

services aimed at reuniting the family.

FM Post-Placement (Family 

Maintenance)

Child/youth is in the process of being permanently 

reunited with his/her family following an out-of-home 

placement and is back living at home while the family 

receives services aimed at keeping the child in the 

home.

PP Permanent Placement 

(Previously referred to as 

“long-term foster care”)

Child/youth is in an out-of-home placement permanently 

and services to the family have been terminated.

ST Supported Transition A nonminor dependent age 18–21 participating in a 

transitional independent living case plan.

Back to top

Auditing
What documentation can LEAs provide their auditors to show that a student is correctly 
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designated as an English Learner (EL) in CALPADS? (Revised 04-Dec-2015)

If the student is designated as an EL, then LEAs can provide the following:

A copy of the parent/guardian notification letter that states the student is initially designated as an 

EL or is a continuing EL, and a copy of the California English Language Development Test 

(CELDT) individual Student Performance Level Report that indicates the student’s overall 

performance and domain scores do not meet the CELDT criterion for English proficiency. Please 

refer to the CELDT Information Guide for examples of the individual student reports; refer to the 

section titled “Guide to the Student Performance Level Report.” If a continuing student is EL on 

Census Day, but subsequently takes the CELDT test and is re-designated as English proficient, 

the LEA does not need to change the program record since the student was appropriately 

designated as EL on Census Day. 

If the results on the Student Performance Level Report indicate that the student has met the 

CELDT criterion for English proficiency, then the LEA should provide the auditor its 

Policy/Procedures for Reclassification and any documentation that was used to determine the 

student’s EL status consistent with the LEA policy. For more information on reclassification, refer 

to the CELDT Information Guide section titled “Guidelines for Reclassification.” 

What documentation can LEAs provide auditors to show that a student is correctly designated 

as eligible for free or reduced-price meals (FRPM) in CALPADS? (Revised 23-Mar-2018)

To be correctly designated as FRPM eligible, a student must be part of a household that meets income 

eligibility requirements or the student must be categorically eligible based on his or her status as a 

foster, homeless, migrant, or runaway child or on the fact that the student’s household participates in 

the CalFresh, CalWORKs or Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservation (FDPIR) programs. 

Students who are members of households that receive CalFresh and/or CalWORKs benefits should 

have been directly certified to receive FRPM benefits through an automatic state data match, and thus 

should be indicated in CALPADS as “directly certified” to receive benefits.

Under the Audit Guide section for Unduplicated Local Control Funding Formula Pupil Counts, auditors 

do not need to review documentation for those students who are indicated in CALPADS as (1) “directly 

certified” to receive FRPM benefits or (2) a foster, homeless, migrant, or runaway child. For other 

students, an LEA can prove that a student is correctly designated FRPM eligible by providing 

documentation to support the designation. Supporting documentation may include:

A copy of a student’s National School Lunch Program (NSLP) application. 

A copy of an LEA’s alternative household income eligibility form which demonstrates that a 

student is a member of a household that meets NSLP income eligibility requirements. 

Any other documentation which demonstrates that the student is categorically eligible to receive 

benefits under the NSLP, such as (1) documentation that the student is a foster, homeless, 

migrant or runaway child or (2) direct certification lists obtained from the county welfare 

department or county office of education. 

If a student is determined to be FRPM eligible on Census Day, but has a change in household 

circumstances at a later date, the LEA does not need to change the program record since the student 

was appropriately designated as FRPM on Census Day.
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Please note that, to reduce the burden of data collection, schools participating in Provision 2 or 3 or the 

Community Eligibility Program (CEP) may establish a “base year” for LCFF purposes (this is different 

from the base year under the NSLP). Schools using this option must collect household income data for 

all eligible students at least once every four years, and collect income data for every newly enrolled 

student in the intervening years. Schools may perform the LCFF base year data collection during the 

same year that they establish a new base year under the NSLP. Schools will need to submit data for 

identified students to CALPADS every year. Auditors will review CALPADS data for students in these 

schools just as they review CALPADS data at other schools, so schools should be prepared to show 

auditors the original documentation that a student is FRPM eligible, which may be up to three years old.

All documentation and related information provided by LEA staff (including any food services staff) to 

auditors is to be kept in strict confidence adhering to all state and federal privacy laws and is to be used 

solely for the purpose of determining whether a student is correctly designated as FRPM eligible. 

See the “Free and Reduced Price-Meal (FRPM) Income Eligibility under the LCFF” topic for additional 

information about auditors’ access to records.

Are any changes to the Audit Guide anticipated for LCFF? (Revised 04-Dec-2015)

Yes. LCFF related audit procedures have been added to the Audit Guide. The specific procedures can 

be found under Audit Guide on the Education Audit Appeals Panel Web site .

Below is a summary of the topics by fiscal year.

Fiscal Year 2015-16 and thereafter

Unduplicated Pupil Count

K-3 Grade Span Adjustment

Local Control and Accountability Plan 

Transportation Maintenance of Effort

Fiscal Year 2014-15 

Unduplicated Pupil Count

K-3 Grade Span Adjustment 

Local Control and Accountability Plan

Transportation Maintenance of Effort

Regional Occupational Centers or Program Maintenance of Effort

Adult Education Maintenance of Effort

Fiscal Year 2013-14

Unduplicated Pupil Count

Local Control Funding Formula Certification

What should an LEA do if there were Unduplicated Pupil Counts that were misreported? (See 

the “Unduplicated Pupils and California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System” topic for 

more information on Unduplicated Pupil Counts) (Posted 04-Dec-2015) 
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If an LEA has misreported unduplicated pupil counts a correction will need to be made in the Principal 

Apportionment Data Collection Software for the appropriate fiscal year. The LEA will complete the 

School District, Charter School, or COE (depending on the type of LEA) Audit Adjustments to 

CALPADS Data entry screen in the Principal Apportionment Data Collection Software in Annual mode. 

The LEA will enter the net adjustment to the enrollment or unduplicated pupil count in the appropriate 

column, according to the audit findings. If the adjustment is not the result of an audit finding, an 

auditor’s letter of concurrence will need to be submitted as substantiation.  Additional information on 

how to report an adjustment as well as the software is available at the Principal Apportionment Data 

Collection Web page by selecting the appropriate fiscal year. 

Will a CALPADS Audit Adjustment correction submitted through the Principal Apportionment 

Data Collection Software affect other funding or data files based on enrollment, free and 

reduced priced meals (FRPM), English Learner (EL), or Foster status? (Posted 04-Dec-2015) 

The adjustments will only affect the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) Unduplicated Pupil 

Percentage (UPP) calculation(s) and will not be used to modify previously certified CALPADS data for 

any other purpose. The UPP is used in the calculation of supplemental and concentration grants in the 

LCFF Target Entitlement.

How do auditors audit Local Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP) expenditures when LEAs 

don’t account for their base, supplemental, and concentration grant funds separately in the 

general ledger (GL)? (Posted 04-Dec-2015) 

When auditing LCAP expenditures, auditors should begin by selecting an action or service from the 

LCAP that the LEA has identified as having expenditures, rather than beginning with the GL. LCAP 

expenditures may not be neatly identified under specific categories in the GL. The LEA will have to 

provide information on where to find sample expenditures for a particular action or service.

For example, an LEA may improve services by adding five days to the school year. Expenditures for 

that action could be found throughout the entire general ledger; perhaps under teacher salaries, 

custodial salaries, transportation costs, heating and air conditioning cost, etc.  In another example, an 

LEA may hire ten tutors to help targeted students learn English. Expenditures for that action might be 

found in one place in the GL. Each LEA makes its own decision on how to track LCAP expenditures, so 

the LEA will need to communicate with the auditor when the auditor is performing this audit step.

Back to top

Categorical Programs
Which categorical programs were eliminated with the enactment of LCFF? (Revised 04-Dec-2015)

The LCFF legislation eliminated most state categorical funding streams. Categorical funding received in 

2012–13 from the programs listed in Figure 1 below form the basis for determining an LEA’s floor 

during the LCFF phase-in period. These amounts reflect any basic aid fair share reduction for a school 
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district. More information on the LCFF transition calculations, including floor funding, can be found in 

the LCFF Transition Calculation funding exhibits and exhibit reference guides on the Principal 

Apportionment page for each fiscal year.

Except for the Home-to-School Transportation program, Small School Bus Replacement Program, and 

the Targeted Instructional Improvement Block Grant, categorical program amounts included in the 2012

–13 funding level calculation will not be separately identifiable funding streams in the LCFF target, nor 

do their associated compliance requirements remain, except as specified for Home-to-School 

Transportation. These programs were identified initially only as a means to develop an aggregate 

funding amount for use in LCFF transition calculations. See individual topics in the LCFF FAQ’s for 

more information on some of these programs.

Figure 1: 2012–13 Categorical Programs Used in the LCFF Calculations

Program 2012–13 Budget Item

Administrator Training Program 6110-144-0001

Adult Education 6110-156-0001

Alternative Certification Programs (Commission on Teacher 

Credentialing)

6360-101-0001

Arts and Music Block Grant 6110-265-0001

Bilingual Teacher Training Assistance 6110-193-0001

California Association of Student Councils 6110-242-0001

California High School Exit Examination Intensive Instruction 6110-204-0001

California School Age Families Education (Cal-SAFE) 

Program

6110-198-0001

Categorical Programs for New Charter Schools 6110-212-0001

Center for Civic Education 6110-208-0001

Certificated Staff Mentoring 6110-267-0001

Charter School Categorical Block Grant 6110-211-0001

Class-Size Reduction, Grade 9 6110-232-0001

Class-Size Reduction, Kindergarten-Grade 3 SB 1016 (Chapter 38, Statutes of 

2012), Section 91
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Community Based English Tutoring 6110-227-0001

Community Day School Additional Funding for Mandatory 

Expelled Pupils

Education Code, Section 48915(c)

Community Day Schools 6110-190-0001

County Office Oversight, Williams Audits 6110-266-0001

County Offices of Education (COE) Fiscal Oversight 6110-107-0001

Deferred Maintenance 6110-188-0001

Economic Impact Aid (EIA) 6110-128-0001

Education Technology 6110-181-0001

Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) 6110-124-0001

Instructional Materials Funding Realignment 6110-189-0001

International Baccalaureate/Advanced Placement Fee 

Reimbursement

6110-240-0001

Mathematics and Reading Professional Development 6110-137-0001

Middle and High School Supplemental Counseling 6110-108-0001

National Board for Professional Teaching Standards 

Certification Incentive Program

6110-195-0001

Oral Health Assessments 6110-268-0001

Peer Assistance and Review 6110-193-0001

Physical Education Teacher Incentive Grants 6110-260-0001

Professional Development Block Grant 6110-245-0001

Pupil Retention Block Grant 6110-243-0001

Pupil Transportation 6110-111-0001

Reader Services for Blind Teachers 6110-193-0001

Regional Occupational Centers and Programs 6110-105-0001

School and Library Improvement Block Grant 6110-247-0001
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School Safety Block Grant 6110-228-0001

School Safety Consolidated Competitive Grant, School 

Community Violence Prevention

6110-248-0001

Supplemental Instruction 6110-104-0001

Targeted Instructional Improvement Block Grant 6110-246-0001

Teacher Credentialing Block Grant, Beginning Teacher 

Support and Assessment

6110-244-0001

Teacher Dismissal Apportionments (State Controller's Office) 6110-209-0001

Back to top

Necessary Small Schools
Are there any changes to funding of necessary small schools (NSSs)? (Revised 04-Dec-2015)

The funding calculations for NSSs under the LCFF are similar to calculations under previously existing 

law, in that school districts have the option of selecting NSS funding in lieu of the adjusted grade span 

base grant funding for eligible schools. However, the LCFF legislation did update the eligibility criteria 

for NSS funding. For example, under the LCFF legislation, elementary schools in one-school school 

districts are required to meet distance requirements (EC Section 42283) in order to qualify for NSS 

funding. All NSS statutes are contained in EC Section 42280 through 42286. A necessary small high 

school that previously achieved NSS status as the only high school in a unified district may continue to 

qualify for NSS, subject to a sunset date, if the district has 50 or fewer pupils per square mile of district 

territory. 

How will NSS funding be calculated during LCFF Transition period? (Posted 04-Dec-2015) 

Beginning with 2013–14 and until full implementation of LCFF, there will be two calculations for NSS 

school districts, the School District NSS Allowance for the LCFF Target and the School District NSS 

Allowance for the LCFF Floor. Detailed descriptions of the calculations and data sources for these 

exhibits are contained in the Exhibit Reference Guide, available in the applicable fiscal year section on 

the Principal Apportionment Web page. Actual funding will be determined in accordance with LCFF 

Transition calculations, summarized in the LCFF Funding section of the LCFF Frequently Asked 

Questions and described in detail in the Exhibit Reference Guides.

Is additional funding available for districts subject to the “hold harmless” provisions? (Revised 

04-Dec-2015)
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If a school district qualified for NSS funding in 2012–13, the amount of NSS funding the school district 

received in 2012–13 will be included in its minimum state aid calculation, which may provide additional 

state funding if the amount calculated for minimum state aid exceeds the net state aid amount 

calculated under the LCFF. This provision is applicable to all school districts with 2012-13 NSS 

allowances, regardless of current year NSS eligibility. (EC Section 42238.03(e)).

Back to top

Home-to-School Transportation
Is Home-to-School Transportation included in the LCFF? (Revised 04-Dec-2015)

The amount of Home to School Transportation (HTS) funding received in 2012-13, net of any Control 

Section 12.42 reduction, is included in both the school district and county office of education LCFF floor 

and the LCFF target entitlement calculations. For purposes of LCFF and these frequently asked 

questions, HTS includes entitlements for Home to School, Severely Disabled or Orthopedically 

Impaired and the Small District and COE Bus Replacement Program.

Does an LEA need to continue to spend LCFF funds on Home-to-School Transportation? 

(Revised 04-Dec-2015)

Yes, there is a maintenance of effort requirement for home-to-school transportation. LEAs must spend 

at least as much of their transportation funding on transportation as they spent in 2012–13, per EC

sections 2575 (k)(1) and 42238.03 (a)(6). Specifically, EC Section 42238.03 (a)(6) states, in part:

“…of the funds a school district receives for home-to-school transportation programs the school district 

shall expend, pursuant to former Article 2 (commencing with Section 39820) of Chapter 1 of Part 23.5, 

former Article 10 (commencing with Section 41850) of Chapter 5, and the Small School District 

Transportation program, as set forth in former Article 4.5 (commencing with Section 42290) of Chapter 

7 of Part 24 of Division 3 of Title 2, as those articles read on January 1, 2013, no less for those 

programs than the amount of funds the school district expended for home-to-school transportation in 

the 2012–13 fiscal year.”

The amount of “funds a school district receives” is the amount that the LEAs received in 2013–14; 

subsequent to 2013-14, this amount is flat-funded in both the floor and target entitlements (unless the 

amount is augmented in 2015-16 by a joint powers agency (JPA) or a county office of education; see 

below for more information). 

The maintenance of effort (MOE) is the lesser of (1) the actual 2012–13 expenditures or (2) the amount 

received in 2013–14. Beginning in 2015-16, the amount received should be increased to reflect any 

home-to school entitlement increase made available pursuant to Assembly Bill 104 (Chapter 13, 

Statutes of 2015). As reference, the amount received in 2013–14 as the Transportation add-on equals 

the total 2012–13 Pupil Transportation entitlement (including Home to School, Severely Disabled or 

Orthopedically Impaired and Small District and COE Bus Replacement) less the Control Section 12.42 

reduction. The amount received each year can be seen on Line A-8 of the 2012-13 Categorical 

Program Entitlements Subsumed into LCFF funding exhibit on the Principal Apportionment web page.
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The legislation also required LEAs that passed through funds in 2012–13 to transportation JPAs to 

continue to pass through those funds in the 2013–14 and 2014–15 fiscal years. In addition, JPAs that 

received transportation funds directly in the 2012–13 fiscal year continued to receive those funds 

directly for the 2013–14 and 2014–15 fiscal years. Beginning in 2015-16, HTS funds allocated to JPAs 

during 2013-14 and 2014-15 are added to individual LEA LCFF funding calculations.

Why did my district’s Home-to-School Transportation funding go up in 2015-16 and do I have an 

MOE requirement to spend those funds on transportation? (Posted 04-Dec-2015)

Assembly Bill 104 (Chapter 13, Statutes of 2015) allows a JPA to transfer HTS entitlements that went 

directly to the JPA in 2013-14 and 2014-15, to its member districts. The bill also transferred HTS 

entitlements from the Los Angeles County Office of Education to certain school districts in Los Angeles 

County. These additional funds should be included in each receiving district’s MOE requirement 

beginning in 2015-16, as explained above. 

Back to top

Economic Impact Aid
Will LCFF funding include an amount equal to what the LEA previously received as Economic 

Impact Aid (EIA) funds? What requirements, if any, apply to these funds? (Revised 04-Dec-2015)

During the LCFF phase-in period beginning in the 2013-14 fiscal year, EIA is one of the programs for 

which the amount of funds received in 2012-13 is included in the LCFF floor entitlement. However, the 

portion of LCFF funding attributable to 2012–13 EIA funding amounts will not be separately identified 

and will not be subject to EIA spending requirements.

Can EIA carryover funds be used for any educational purpose? (Revised 04-Dec-2015)

No, funds allocated for EIA must be used as originally purposed for English learners and educationally 

disadvantaged youth. The categorical intent continues to be in effect for EIA program funds allocated in 

the 2012-13 fiscal year and prior, pursuant to EC sections 54000 et seq. and California Code of 

Regulations, Title 5, Section 4200 .

Are the data reported in the Consolidated Application Reporting System and used in EIA 

allocation formulas now irrelevant under LCFF? (Revised 04-Dec-2015)

No. Any current EIA funds carried forward from the 2012-13 fiscal year and prior, will remain subject to 

the original requirements for the life of those funds.

Will the CDE’s 2015-16 Federal Program Monitoring (FPM) process still apply compliance 

standards to LEAs carrying forward unspent EIA funds? (Revised 04-Dec-2015)

Yes, FPM will continue to monitor the use of EIA program funds carried over from the 2012-13 fiscal 

year and prior, until all EIA monies have been expended.

Was the new Web posting requirement of SB 754 eliminated? (Revised 18-Nov-2014)

Page 29 of 39LCFF Frequently Asked Questions - Local Control Funding Formula (CA Dept of Edu...

3/7/2020https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/aa/lc/lcfffaq.asp
CA State Board of Education Page 419 of 567

 

PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e436 



No, the requirement to post EIA funding data is still in effect under current law EC Section 54029.

If a district has EIA carryover and distributes to school sites as required, do those sites in 

receipt of EIA need to continue with their English Learner Advisory Committees (ELACs)?

As long as EIA funds continue to be carried over, the associated requirements will continue to exist, 

including requirements for ELACs.

Back to top

Parent and Community Engagement
With whom are districts and county offices required to consult in developing the LCAP and 

annual update? (Posted January 8, 2018) 

Statute identifies the minimum consultation requirements for development of the LCAP and annual 

update. School districts and COEs are required to consult with the parent advisory committee, the 

English learner parent advisory committee, as applicable, as well as parents, students, teachers, 

principals, administrators, other school personnel, local bargaining units, and the local community in 

accordance with EC sections 52060(g) and 52066(g).

Are districts and COEs required to have parent advisory committees? (Posted January 8, 2018)

Yes, districts and COEs are to have and consult with the parent advisory committee and English 

learner parent advisory committee, as applicable. However, an LEA is not required to establish a new 

advisory committee if the LEA has already established an advisory committee that meets the LCFF 

statutory and regulatory requirements (EC sections 52062, 52063, 52068 and 52069). 

Are there open meeting requirements for parent advisory and English learner parent advisory 

committees? (Posted January 8, 2018)

Yes. Parent advisory committees and English learner parent advisory committees are subject to the 

meeting requirements specified in EC Section 35147(b), commonly known as the Greene Act. These 

committees are not subject to the Brown Act requirements.

Are there other committees with which the LCAP and annual update must be shared? (Posted 

January 8, 2018) 

No. However, the LCAP instructions state that the LCAP should be shared with, and LEAs should 

request input from, school-site level advisory groups as applicable (e.g. school site councils, English 

Learner Advisory Councils, student advisory groups, etc.) to facilitate alignment between school-site 

and district level goals and actions.

Back to top
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LCFF Funding for County Office of Education (COE) Schools
How are COEs funded under the LCFF Target? (Revised 04-Apr-2016) 

The COE LCFF Target consists of a COE operations grant for countywide oversight activities and an 

alternative education grant for instructional services.  

The COE operations grant is based on (1) a minimum grant per county, (2) the number of school 

districts in the county, and (3) the average daily attendance (ADA) within the county attributable to 

school districts and charter schools. 

In accordance with EC Section 2574(c)(4), the alternative education grant supports the COE’s 

instructional activities for the following: 

Students on probation, probation referred, or expelled pursuant to EC Section 48915 (a) or (c). In 

addition to the base grant, COEs receive a supplemental grant equal to 35 percent of the base 

grant for targeted disadvantaged students and a concentration grant equal to 35 percent of the 

base grant for targeted disadvantaged students exceeding 50 percent of enrollment. 

Students attending juvenile court schools. Additionally, all juvenile court school students are 

deemed to be eligible for the supplemental and concentration grants provided for targeted 

disadvantaged students. The supplemental grant is equal to 35 percent of the base grant, and 

the concentration grant is equal to 17.5 percent of the base grant. 

COE LCFF Target funding rates for the current fiscal year are available at the Funding Rates and 

Information Web page.

How are other pupils that are served by COEs, but do not meet the criteria for the Alternative 

Education Grant, funded? (Revised 04-Dec-2015)

Funding for these students is allocated to their school district of residence. 

Additional information about how the funding for these students is calculated under LCFF, is available 

at the Frequently Asked Questions Web page.

 How is a COE’s LCFF Transition Entitlement determined? (Posted 04-Dec-2015)

If a COE’s LCFF Target calculated for the 2013-14 fiscal year was below the COE’s funding level under 

the former revenue limit and categorical system, the COE’s LCFF Transition Entitlement will be based 

on 2012-13 fiscal year funding levels, portions of which will be adjusted for current year ADA.  These 

COEs are known as “hold harmless COEs”. For all other COEs, the LCFF Transition Entitlement will be 

equal to the COE’s calculated LCFF Target.

Have all COEs reached their LCFF funding Target? (Posted 04-Dec-2015)

Yes, as of the 2014-15 fiscal year, all 58 COEs are now funded at or above (hold harmless) their 

calculated LCFF Target, and no more LCFF gap funding is needed. Gap funding for COE LCFF 

implementation was provided in 2013-14 and 2014-15 to bring any COE formerly below its funding 

target up to the LCFF Target.
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What is the LCFF “hold harmless” provision? (Posted 04-Dec-2015)

The hold harmless provisions of LCFF guarantee that no COE loses funding due to LCFF. Therefore, 

some COEs are “hold harmless” and receive an LCFF Transition Entitlement based on their 12-13 

fiscal year funding. These COEs will continue to be funded above their LCFF Target until the LCFF 

Target is greater than the hold harmless funding.

Additional frequently asked questions (FAQs) about this topic are available on the COE FAQ page.

Back to top

Charter Schools
Does the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) apply to charter schools? (Reviewed January 8, 

2018)

Yes. Charter schools receive funding pursuant to the LCFF and must comply with the applicable LCFF 

provisions. Resources for charter schools, including resources related to LCFF, can be viewed on 

CDE’s Charter Schools Division webpage.

Must a charter school complete a Local Control and Accountability Plan and Annual Update 

(LCAP)? (Revised January 8, 2018)

Yes, all charter schools must complete an LCAP and Annual Update, using the LCAP template adopted 

by the State Board of Education (SBE). (EC sections 47604.33, 47606.5 and 52064). There are no 

waivers or exemptions to this requirement.

Where is the LCAP template available? (Revised March 13, 2018)

The LCAP template is available from the CDE’s LCAP Web page.

Must a charter school’s adopted LCAP be a three-year plan? (Revised January 8, 2018)

As stated in the LCAP instructions, a charter school may complete the LCAP to align to the terms of the 

charter school’s budget, typically one year, which is submitted to the school’s authorizer. The LCAP 

and Annual Update template must be completed each year. Accordingly, a charter school submitting a 

one-year budget to its authorizer may choose not to complete the year 2 and year 3 portions of the 

“Goals, Actions and Services” section of the template. If year 2 and/or year 3 is not applicable, the 

charter school must specify as such. 

The term of the charter school’s budget may be one or more years as set forth in the petition or the 

charter school’s Memorandum of Understanding with its authorizer.

With whom are charter schools required to consult? (Posted January 8, 2018) 
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As in the case of districts and COEs, statute provides the minimum consultation requirements for 

charter schools. Charter schools are required to consult with parents, students, principals, teachers, 

administrators, and other school personnel in accordance with EC Section 47606.5 (e) as part of the 

development of the LCAP.

How does the content of a charter school’s LCAP differ from the charter petition? (Revised 

January 8, 2018)

A charter school’s LCAP is a separate document from the charter petition. Both the charter petition and 

LCAP must describe goals and specific actions to achieve those goals, as well as measurable pupil 

outcomes, for all pupils and each subgroup of pupils identified in EC Section 52052, including pupils 

with disabilities, for each of the state priorities that apply to the grade levels served and the nature of 

the charter school program. (EC Section 47606.5(a)). 

The charter school’s LCAP must also include additional information regarding goals, actions and 

services, including: budgeted expenditures; identification of pupils to be served within a scope of 

services, including services for unduplicated pupils that will benefit from an additional service or 

action above what is provided to all pupils; and identification of services being funded on a 

charter wide basis, with a description of how those services are principally directed towards, and 

effective in, meeting the charter’s goals for unduplicated pupils in the priority areas. 

The LCAP annual update must include actual annual measurable outcomes; estimated actual 

annual expenditures; and a statement of changes in goals, actions, services, and expenditures to 

be made as a result of the annual review of past progress. 

Does the charter school authorizer approve the charter school’s LCAP? (Revised January 8, 

2018)

No. Pursuant to EC Section 47604.33, a charter school is required to submit its LCAP to its chartering 

authority and the county superintendent of schools or only to the county superintendent of schools if the 

county board of education is the chartering authority. Statute does not require the authorizer to approve 

the LCAP.

What is the responsibility of the charter school authorizer as it relates to the LCAP? (Revised 

January 8, 2018)

A charter school’s chartering authority must ensure that the charter school has complied with all reports 

required of charter schools by law, including the LCAP (EC Section 47604.32).

Are there specific timelines to which the charter school must adhere in adopting its LCAP and 

annual update? (Revised January 8, 2018)

Pursuant to EC sections 47606.5 and 47604.33, on or before July 1 of each year, a charter school must 

complete an LCAP using the template adopted pursuant to EC Section 52064.
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Because the charter school authorizer does not approve a charter LCAP, the timeline identified in 

statute to request clarification in writing by August 15 from school districts or county superintendents of 

schools, or to approve the LCAP by October 8, does not apply to charter schools’ LCAPs or annual 

updates.

However, as is the case with charter school budgets and audits, a charter school must prepare and 

submit the LCAP and annual update to the chartering authority and the county superintendent of 

schools by July 1 of each year pursuant to EC Section 47604.33.

When does a new charter school’s governing body have to adopt its initial LCAP? (Revised 

January 8, 2018)

The law is not explicit as to when a charter school must adopt its initial LCAP. 

As stated in the Charter Schools FAQ [How does the content of a charter school’s LCAP differ 

from the charter petition?], a charter’s petition must describe goals and specific actions to achieve 

those goals as well as measurable pupil outcomes, for all pupils and each subgroup of pupils identified 

in EC Section 52052, including pupils with disabilities, for each of the state priorities that apply to the 

grade levels served and the nature of the charter school program. (EC Section 47606.5(a)). A charter 

must also adopt an LCAP, using the State Board of Education (SBE) approved template, which 

requires additional information regarding goals, actions and services, and expenditures.

In addition, a charter must develop its LCAP with stakeholder input as described in the Charter Schools 

FAQ [Does the charter school governing body need to hold a public hearing to adopt the LCAP 

and annual update?]. A charter’s pupil populations and stakeholder community may not be fully 

identified until the charter enrolls students and begins operations. However, based upon the charter 

petition and population intended to be served, a charter preparing to enroll pupils will have available to 

it the additional information required to be set forth in its LCAP, and be able to identify some 

stakeholders for consultation. The additional information required in the LCAP is important to 

stakeholders’ understanding of a charter school’s planned operation. 

Accordingly, a charter school must adopt its LCAP, using the approved template, by: July 1 of its first 

operational year; or, the date the petition is approved, if it is approved after July 1 and the charter 

becomes operational in the same year in which the petition is approved. If the charter determines after 

it becomes operational that revisions to the LCAP are warranted, the initial LCAP may be revised and 

adopted, with stakeholder engagement.

Do charter schools need to address the LCFF state priorities in their petitions? (Reviewed 

January 8, 2018)

Yes. Pursuant to EC sections 47605 and 47605.6, charter schools that file an initial charter petition or a 

renewal petition shall incorporate into the charter petition the required state priorities identified in EC 

Section 52060. EC sections 47605 and 47605.6 require a charter petition to include a description of the 

annual goals and actions in the eight state priority areas in EC Section 52060 that apply to the grade 

levels served and the nature of the charter school’s program including modifications to reflect only the 

statutory requirements explicitly applicable to charter schools in the California Education Code.
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Is an LCAP considered a material revision to the charter petition? (Reviewed January 8, 2018)

The statute is silent; however, the LCAP template adopted by the SBE is a separate document from the 

charter petition and therefore is not automatically considered a material revision to the charter petition. 

However, if in completing an LCAP, the charter school or its authorizer determines that changes to the 

charter petition are necessary, then a material revision may be needed.

Does the charter school governing body need to hold a public hearing to adopt the LCAP and 

annual update? (Reviewed January 8, 2018)

The statute is silent; however, charter schools are required to consult with teachers, principals, 

administrators, other school personnel, parents, and pupils in developing the LCAP and annual update 

(EC Section 47606.5(e)). Charter schools are encouraged to follow a process similar to that required for 

a school district, which is to hold an initial public hearing to solicit recommendations and comments on 

the LCAP and annual update, followed by a subsequent public meeting for adoption of the plan, before 

submitting the adopted LCAP to the charter authorizer.

May a charter school operator with numerous schools prepare a single LCAP for all of its 

schools? (Reviewed January 8, 2018)

No. The charter school or its operator must prepare a separate LCAP for each charter school that has a 

separate petition.

Does a charter school need to have a school site council to review the LCAP and annual 

update? (Reviewed January 8, 2018)

No, a charter school is not required to establish a site council to comply with the requirement to consult 

with teachers, principals, administrators, other school personnel, parents, and pupils in developing its 

LCAP and annual update. (EC Section 47606.5). Consultation with an existing site council may satisfy 

this requirement if the site council includes membership that meets the requirements of EC Section 

47606.5.

May a charter school make changes to its LCAP subsequent to adoption by the charter school’s 

governing body? (Revised January 8, 2018)

Yes. During the period that the LCAP is in effect, which is after it has been adopted by the charter 

school’s governing body, the governing body may adopt revisions if it follows the same process used 

for adopting the LCAP initially. This process includes consultation with teachers, principals, 

administrators, other school personnel, parents and pupils. Any revisions must be adopted by the 

school’s governing body at a public meeting.

Back to top

K–3 Grade Span Adjustment
What are the conditions for receiving the kindergarten through grade three (K–3) grade span 
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adjustment (GSA)? (Revised 04-Dec-2015)

As a condition of receiving the K–3 GSA, which is equal to 10.4 percent of the K–3 base grant, school 

districts must meet one of the following conditions:

If a school site’s average K–3 class enrollment was more than 24 pupils in the 2012-13 fiscal 

year, make progress toward maintaining, at that school site, an average K–3 class enrollment of 

not more than 24 pupils. 

If a school site’s average K–3 class enrollment was 24 pupils or less in the 2012-13 fiscal year, 

maintain, at that school site, an average K–3 class enrollment of not more than 24 pupils. 

Agree to a collectively bargained alternative to the statutory K–3 GSA requirements. 

For additional information relating to the class size requirements for the K–3 GSA, refer to Education 

Code Section 42238.02(d) and Title 5 California Code of Regulations Section 15498 .

How should a school district determine the required K–3 average class enrollment for each 

school site? (Revised 30-May-2017)

If a school site’s average K–3 class enrollment was 24 pupils or less in the 2012–13 fiscal year, the 

district must maintain, at that school site, an average K–3 class enrollment of not more than 24 pupils, 

unless a collectively bargained alternative ratio is agreed to by the school district.

If a school site’s average K–3 class enrollment was more than 24 pupils in 2012–13, the required 

average class enrollment is determined as follows, unless a collectively bargained alternative ratio is 

agreed to by the school district:

1. Determine the prior year average K–3 class enrollment at the school site. In 2013–14, this will be 

the 2012–13 actual level. In subsequent years, this will be the result of the calculation in Step 4 

for the prior year.

2. Subtract 24 from Step 1.

3. Multiply the result of Step 2 by the percentage of gap funding provided in the current fiscal year. 

The school district may use either the DOF Gap Estimate as of the May Revise or the Actual Gap 

Certified by CDE as of the Actual P-2 (June) certification, which may be found on CDE’s LCFF 

Gap Funding web page for each fiscal year.

4. Subtract the result of the calculation in Step 3 from the prior year average K–3 class enrollment 

in Step 1, to determine the maximum average K–3 class enrollment at the school site in the 

current year.

More detailed information on how to calculate average class enrollment and related program 

information can be found on the  (DOC)LCFF K-3 GSA final regulations . 

If the Actual percentage is lower than what was Estimated at May Revision, can I use that 

percentage to determine progress? (Posted 04-Dec-2015)

Yes, school districts can use either the Estimated or Actual funding gap percentage, and can change 

which percentage is used each year when determining progress.

Must every K–3 classroom at a school site be at the specified average K–3 class enrollment or 
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below? (Posted 10-Mar-2014)

No. An individual classroom may be higher or lower than the specified average so long as the average 

class enrollment of all K–3 classrooms at the school site is at, or below the specified average K–3 class 

enrollment.

When may school districts use a collectively bargained alternative to an average K–3 class 

enrollment of not more than 24? (Posted 10-Mar-2014)

A school district may use this option when the district has collectively bargained an alternative annual 

average K–3 class enrollment for each school site in contemplation of or subsequent to enactment of 

EC Section 42238.02.  A school district can demonstrate that it agreed to an alternative in different 

ways. For example, the school district could enter into a new collective bargaining agreement, 

renegotiate an existing collective bargaining agreement, or mutually agree with its local union that an 

existing collective bargaining agreement contains an alternative annual average class enrollment for 

each school site. District legal counsel should be consulted as appropriate.

Do charter schools need to progress toward or maintain an average K–3 class enrollment of 24 

to receive the K–3 GSA funding? (Posted 10-Mar-2014)

No. Pursuant to EC Section 42238.02(d)(3)(C) only “school districts” must make progress towards 

average K–3 class enrollment of 24 at each school site.

May a districtwide average be used instead of a school site average? (Posted 10-Mar-2014)

No. Statute only allows for a school site average.

May the requirements be waived by the Superintendent or the State Board of Education (SBE) if 

a school district determines that exceeding the school district’s required average K–3 class 

enrollment at a particular school site is in the best interest of a student or students? (Posted 10-

Mar-2014)

This section of law may not be waived by the Superintendent or the SBE. Please note that school 

districts may collectively bargain an alternative.

Will school districts need to provide a report similar to the J-7 CSR (class-size reduction) report 

to get grade-span adjustment funds? (Posted 10-Mar-2014)

No. The K-3 GSA funds will automatically be included in the districts’ principal apportionment funding. 

However, districts will be required to show their independent auditors either 1) their collectively 

bargained alternative, or 2) their calculations showing that the K-3 GSA requirements were met. If the 

K-3 GSA requirements were not met, then the auditor will issue an audit finding disallowing the K-3 

GSA add-on funding, and the funding will be adjusted in the district’s next principal apportionment 

certification.

Back to top
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California Collaborative for Educational Excellence
What is the Collaborative for Educational Excellence (CCEE)? (Revised January 8, 2018)

The CCEE was established by California Education Code (EC) Section 52074 to provide advice and 

assistance to LEAs (charter schools, school districts, and county offices of education) in achieving the 

goals set forth in the LCAPs.

What is the role of the CCEE fiscal agent? (Revised January 8, 2018)

The State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) apportions funds appropriated for the operation 

of the CCEE to the fiscal agent. Marin County Office of Education is the fiscal agent and is responsible 

for maintaining accurate, current, and complete records regarding operation of the CCEE, in 

accordance with all fiscal reporting and auditing standards required by state law and the CDE.

What is the composition of the CCEE governing board? (Reviewed January 8, 2018)

The CCEE governing board consists of the following five members:

The SSPI or his or her designee

The president of the state board or his or her designee

A county superintendent of schools appointed by the Senate Committee on Rules

A teacher appointed by the Speaker of the Assembly

A superintendent of a school district appointed by the Governor

What is the role of the CCEE governing board? (Reviewed January 8, 2018)

The CCEE board shall govern the CCEE and direct the fiscal agent to contract with individuals, LEAs, 

or organizations with the expertise, experience, and a record of success that includes but is not limited 

to the following areas:

State priorities as described in subdivision (d) of EC Section 52060

Improving the quality of teaching

Improving the quality of school district and schoolsite leadership

Successfully addressing the needs of special pupil populations, including, but not limited to, 

English learners, pupils eligible to receive a free or reduced-priced meal, pupils in foster care, 

and individuals with exceptional needs

How will the adoption and use of the evaluation rubrics support the work of the CCEE? (Revised 

January 8, 2018)

The SBE adopted the evaluation rubrics known as the California School Dashboard (Dashboard) at its 

January 2017 meeting. The Dashboard will support the following purposes:

To assist LEAs with the evaluation of strengths and weaknesses that require improvement

To assist county superintendents in identifying school districts and charter schools in need of 

technical assistance pursuant to EC sections 52071 and 47607.3
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To assist the SSPI in identifying school districts in need of intervention pursuant to EC Section 

52072. The CCEE will provide advice and assistance in achieving the goals that are identified in 

an LEA’s LCAP. The results of the Dashboard may inform the work of the CCEE.

Where can I find more information about the CCEE? (Reviewed January 8, 2018)

Information, such as board agendas and minutes, are available on the CCEE Website . 

Back to top

Contact Information
For all LCFF fiscal questions, contact the Principal Apportionment Section at   

For all LCAP questions, contact the Local Agency Systems Support Office at 

For all CALPADs questions, contact the CALPADS/CBEDS/CDS Operations Office at 

 

Questions:   Local Agency Systems Support Office | 
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Home /  Finance & Grants /  Allocations & Apportionments /  Principal Apportionment

PENSEC Instructions, FY 2019-20
Pupil Estimates for New or Significantly Expanding Charters (PENSEC) instructions for fiscal year (FY) 

2019-20. 

The Charter School Special Advance web page provides additional information on the requirements to 

receive an apportionment and on the overall apportionment process.

Use the following instructions to complete the PENSEC report to receive a Charter School Special 

Advance apportionment and/or federal categorical preliminary entitlement. Care should be taken when 

estimating pupil counts. Overpayments will be recaptured by the California Department of Education 

(CDE), either through a reduction in the school’s next apportionment/allocation or by invoicing the 

school.

For some federal categorical programs (e.g., Title I, Title II, Title III), funding is based on prior year 

data. Because a new or significantly expanding charter school will have nonexistent or understated 

prior year data, federal law allows charter schools with a funding model of “direct” to be funded for the 

changes based on current year estimates. To take advantage of this provision, a new or significantly 

expanding direct funded charter school must submit the PENSEC report. In addition, to receive federal 

funds the direct funded school must also meet federal program eligibility requirements and elect to 

participate in such federal programs by submitting a Consolidated Application.

Logon

If your charter is not in the drop down lists but is eligible to file the PENSEC report, please send your 

request by email to  and include your charter school name, number, and 

14-digit county-district-school (CDS) code. NOTE: A charter school MUST have a complete CDS code 

to participate in the PENSEC.

County

Use the County drop down list to select the county associated with the charter school.

District

Use the District drop down list to select the charter school’s authorizing agency.

School

Use the School drop down list to select the charter school.
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PIN

Enter the charter school’s personal identification number (PIN). The PENSEC PIN is the same PIN as 

was provided by the CDE’s Charter Schools Division for use with the Charter Schools Annual 

Information Survey.

For assistance with a PIN, please send your request by email to  and 

include your charter school name, number, and 14-digit CDS code.

Report Sections

The four sections of the PENSEC report are:

Section 1 – General Information

Section 2 – Funding Data Elements (ADA and/or pupil demographic data)

Section 3 – Average Daily Attendance by District of Residence

Section 4 – Review, Submit and Certify the Data

Sections 1, 2, and 4 are completed by all charter schools submitting the PENSEC report. Section 3 – 

Average Daily Attendance by District of Residence is only required for new or significantly expanding 

county program or countywide charter schools authorized pursuant to Education Code (EC) sections 

47605.5 or 47605.6 , respectively.

Section 1 - General Information

Different data elements are required to be submitted depending on whether the charter school is new or 

expanding, so the first step in the PENSEC report is to indicate the charter school’s filing status. 

Contact information for the person completing the report is also required.

Charter Status

Specific criteria must be met before a new or significantly expanding charter school is eligible to receive 

a special advance of state or federal funding.

Based on the following criteria, select the radio button that indicates the charter school’s status for FY 

2019–20:

New Charter School for FY 2019–20

A charter school is considered new for the purpose of the PENSEC report if it is in its first year of 

operation, will begin instructing students between July 1 and September 30 EC Section 47652 , and 

meets any of the following conditions:

Is instructing students for the first time in FY 2019–20 and did not receive state funds for general 

operations in FY 2018–19 as a charter school. This would include new charter schools that 

received a startup or implementation grant in FY 2018–19 under the Public Charter Schools 

Grant Program as long as they did not also receive LCFF State Aid funds

Converted to a charter school from a traditional public school in FY 2019–20
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Instructed students as a charter school in 2018–19 and is instructing students in 2019–20 under 

a new charter number

Questions about a charter school's status should be directed to 

Significantly Expanding Charter School for FY 2019–20

A charter school is considered significantly expanding for the purpose of the PENSEC report if it meets 

the following condition(s):

For state funding, the charter school is adding at least one grade level EC Section 47652(b)

For federal funding, the charter is direct funded and has an increase in enrollment of at least 25 

percent compared to the prior year and the increase is due to a significant event that is unlikely 

to occur on a regular basis, such as the addition of one or more grade levels or educational 

programs in major curriculum areas, or any other event deemed to be significant by the CDE 

(Title 34 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Section 76.787 )

Neither

If a charter school does not meet the criteria for of either a new or a significantly expanding charter 

school for FY 2019-20, the PENSEC report is not applicable and may not be submitted.

Contact Information

Provide contact information for the person completing the PENSEC report, including name, telephone 

number, facsimile (FAX) number, and email address. The telephone number (required) and FAX 

number (optional) must include the area code and be in the format of xxx-xxx-xxxx. The email address 

must be in a commonly recognized format such as 

Section 2 - Funding Data Elements

Estimated enrollment, average daily attendance (ADA), and pupil demographic data are collected in the 

PENSEC report in order to calculate state and federal entitlements for FY 2019–20. These estimates 

are subject to review by your authorizing entity. Supporting documentation may be requested.

Section 2 will automatically display the questions relevant to either a new or significantly expanding 

charter school based on the charter status selection in Section 1.

New Charter School

Enrollment Data

1a. Enter the estimated count of all pupils who are expected to be enrolled in the charter school as of 

October 2019. Enter as a whole number and include:

All grade levels (K–12)

Ungraded elementary (any student in kindergarten through grade 8 in an ungraded program 

including special education students in special day classes)
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Ungraded secondary (any student in grades 9 through 12, except adults in a K–12 program in an 

ungraded program including special education students in special day classes)

Students over the age of 19 who have been continuously enrolled in public school and working 

toward a high school diploma

Students over the age of 19 and participating in a program that provides instruction exclusively in 

partnership with entities specified in EC Section 47612.1

1b. Enter the school’s current enrollment (i.e., the count of students confirmed enrolled as of the date 

the PENSEC is being prepared).

1c. Enter the enrollment count that was used to build the school’s first-year budget in the charter 

petition.

Attendance Data – Average Daily Attendance

ADA is the measure of actual student attendance, which differs from the number of students signed-up 

(enrolled) to attend school. For most programs, ADA is defined as the total number of days of student 

attendance divided by the total number of days in the regular school year. When estimating ADA for the 

PENSEC, include only days of attendance, not absences (excused or unexcused).

To aid with estimating ADA, following are the latest Statewide Absence Rates calculated using FY 2017

–18 P-2 apportionment ADA:

Elementary (K–8): 4.61%

High (9–12): 6.34%

The statewide absence rates were calculated using 2017–18 elementary school district (K–8) and high 

school district (9–12) ADA reported as of the P-2 apportionment, divided by Fall Census Day enrollment 

(October 2017).

2. Estimate the charter school’s ADA, by grade span, for the FY 2019–20 P-2 reporting period (see Title 

5, Section 11960, Article 1 , Charter School Regular Average Daily Attendance). Include with the 

regular 2019–20 estimated P-2 ADA any Extended Year Special Education Special Day Class and 

Extended Year Special Education, Nonpublic, Nonsectarian Schools per EC sections 56366(a)(7)

and 56836.165 . ADA is reported to two decimal places.

If the school will operate multiple tracks, estimate the ADA for each track separately by grade span and 

then sum each track’s ADA to report as one number for the PENSEC. For example, if the estimated 

grades K-3 ADA for Track A is 19.50, and estimated grades K-3 ADA for Track B is 17.00, then you 

would report estimated grades K-3 ADA of 36.50 in the PENSEC.

Pupil Demographic Data

Estimate the following pupil data for FY 2019–20:
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3a. Free and Reduced Price Meals: Using the 2019– 20 Federal Income Eligibility Guidelines , 

estimate how many of the pupils reported in the estimated October 2019 enrollment count, ages 5–17, 

may be eligible based on their family income for the free and reduced price meals program for FY 2019

–20.

3b. English Learners: Estimate how many of the pupils reported in the estimated October 2019 

enrollment count (question 1a) will be English learners (EL) in FY 2019–20. An EL is a student who is 

aged 3 through 21 and has been determined to lack the clearly defined English language skills of 

listening, comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing necessary to succeed in the school’s regular 

instructional program. To be designated an EL, there must be a report of a primary language other than 

English on the “Home Language Survey” and a determination from the English Language Proficiency 

Assessments for California (ELPAC). New charter schools should estimate EL counts based on the 

number of pupils they anticipate will, upon either initial or annual assessment, be determined to be 

English learners.

3c. Immigrant Students: Estimate how many of the pupils reported in the estimated October 2019 

enrollment count (question 1a) will be Immigrant students in FY 2019–20. An Immigrant student is a 

student who (a) is aged 3 through 21, (b) was not born in any state, and (c) has not been attending one 

or more schools in any one or more states for more than three full (cumulative) academic years. 

Section 3301(14) of the ESEA defines State as each of the 50 States, the District of Columbia, and the 

Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. Note that the Immigrant enrollment data includes only those Immigrant 

students who have not been attending a U.S. school for more than three full academic years. Immigrant 

students who have been enrolled longer than three years (cumulative) are not included in the data. 

New charter schools should estimate Immigrant counts based on an average of the Immigrant 

percentage rates of several neighboring schools with similar demographics regarding the targeted 

population.

3d. Unduplicated Pupil Count: Estimate how many of the students reported in the estimated October 

2019 enrollment count (question 1a) will meet the definition of an Unduplicated Pupil. An Unduplicated 

Pupil is a student who is classified as an EL (see 3b), is eligible for a free or reduced-price meal (see 

3a), or is a foster youth. If the student qualifies in more than one category, count them only once for the 

Unduplicated Pupil Count.

Charter Physical Location

4. Charter Physical Location: Select all school districts where the charter school will be physically 

located or have a school facility. The districts selected are to be based on the charter school’s physical 

locations and may include districts that are in addition to, or differ from, the charter school’s authorizing 

district. A charter school with a single location that falls within the boundaries of multiple districts, such 

as their location/facility falls within both an elementary and a high school district, should report both 

districts in their list of physical location data.
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A charter school that is a county program charter or a countywide charter pursuant to EC sections 

47605.5 or 47605.6 , respectively, is required to report physical location data. For additional 

information and examples of sites that could be considered physical locations for LCFF, see PADC 

Software Webinar Frequently Asked Questions. NOTE: These examples are for clarification and are 

not intended to restrict the definition of physical location.

Pursuant to EC Section 42238.02(f)(2) , when calculating various aspects of the LCFF State Aid (e.g., 

Unduplicated Pupil Percentage for Concentration Cap, Newly Operational Charter School Floor), the 

CDE will automatically include in the charter school's list of physical locations its authorizing district, or 

sponsoring district if the charter school was approved by the county office of education (COE) or the 

State Board of Education (SBE) on appeal. Therefore, if the charter school's authorizing or sponsoring 

district is the only district the school will be located in, it is not necessary to report physical location data 

in the PENSEC.

To add school districts, do the following sequence until all districts applicable to the charter school's 

physical locations have been added:

County

Select the county where the district is located using the drop down list.

School District

Select the district where the school will be physically located or have a school facility using the drop 

down list, then click “Save District.” This list is school districts only; COEs are not applicable. To delete 

a school district previously entered, select the county and district from the drop down lists, then click 

“Delete District.”

A list of school districts selected and saved will display in a table following the data entry section.

Significantly Expanding Charter Schools

For continuing charter schools, significant expansion can be the addition of at least one grade level or 

some other qualifying event that includes an estimated October 2019 enrollment of at least 25 percent 

greater than the October 2018 enrollment as reported in the CALPADS Fall 1 submission. The October 

2018 CALPADS enrollment may be viewed using DataQuest on the CDE’s website. (The CDE will 

use final certified CALPADS Fall 1 enrollment data when determining eligibility for significant 

expansion).

State Funding - Grade Level Expansion

New Grade Level 

1a. For expanding charter schools, indicate Yes or No to whether the charter school will be adding at 

least one grade level in FY 2019–20. If Yes, select each grade that will be added. NOTE: If a grade 

level had any ADA in the prior year, including if it was only a minor amount or was for independent 
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study, that grade level may not be reported in the PENSEC report as new. Also, transitional 

kindergarten (TK) and kindergarten are considered the same grade level for the purpose of attendance 

reporting.

1b. Identify by grade level FY 2018–19 P-2 ADA and FY 2019–20 estimated P-2 ADA for the new 

grade levels (see Title 5, Section 11960, Article 1 , Charter School Regular Average Daily 

Attendance). Include in the 2019–20 estimated P-2 regular ADA any Extended Year Special Education 

Special Day Class and Extended Year Special Education, Nonpublic, Nonsectarian Schools per EC

sections 56366(a)(7) and 56836.165 . ADA is reported to two decimal places.

Schools that are significantly expanding will have previously reported to the CDE FY 2018–19 P-2 ADA 

by grade span. In order for the CDE to calculate the state first Charter School Special Advance funding 

for the new grade levels, FY 2018–19 P-2 ADA reported by grade span must be further broken down in 

the PENSEC by individual grades. Additionally, the estimated P-2 ADA for FY 2019–20 must be 

entered for the new grades being added. For each fiscal year and grade, enter total ADA in the left-

most column, then in the next column enter how much of that grade’s ADA is classroom-based (see 

California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 11963 , Definition of Classroom-Based Instruction). 

The CDE will use this information during the apportionment process to calculate any nonclassroom-

based ADA.

Enter in columns 1 (Total) and 2 (Classroom-based) a breakdown by grade of all FY 2018–19 

P-2 ADA. The total of each column must equal the certified FY 2018–19 P-2 ADA reported to the 

CDE. The PENSEC report includes a table that displays the ADA reported to the CDE, the 

details of which can be seen using the “Charter School ADA” program report located in Funding 

Exhibits – Second Principal Apportionment

Enter in columns 3 (Total) and 4 (Classroom-based) the FY 2019–20 estimated P-2 ADA for just 

the new grade levels selected in Question 1a. As noted previously, you will not be able to enter 

2019–20 estimated P-2 ADA for a grade level if any prior year P-2 ADA was reported for the 

grade

Pursuant to EC Section 47652(b) , when the state first Charter School Special Advance is calculated, 

the ADA funded for the new grade levels will be capped at the P-2 ADA reported for the charter 

school’s highest grade level served in FY 2018–19. Note that the cap is determined by the highest 

grade level served and not the grade level with the highest count of ADA. For example, if a charter 

school is adding Grade 11 with 150 ADA in the PENSEC, and it served Grade 9 with 130 ADA and 

Grade 10 with 120 ADA in the prior year, the new Grade 11 ADA will be capped in the Charter School 

Special Advance at 120 because Grade 10 was the highest grade served. Report the full new grade 

level ADA in the PENSEC and the CDE will cap the ADA, as necessary, before calculating the first 

Charter School’s Special Advance funding for LCFF State Aid.

Federal Funding - Significant Expansion

Enrollment and Instructional Programs 

2a. Indicate whether the estimated October 2019 enrollment will be at least 25 percent greater than the 

October 2018 enrollment.
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2b. Provide the estimated October 2019 enrollment count. Enter as a whole number and include:

All grade levels (K–12)

Ungraded elementary (any student in kindergarten through grade 8 in an ungraded program 

including special education students in special day classes)

Ungraded secondary (any student in grades 9 through 12, except adults in a K–12 program in an 

ungraded program including special education students in special day classes)

Students over the age of 19 who have been continuously enrolled in public school and working 

toward a high school diploma

Students over the age of 19 and participating in a program that provides instruction exclusively in 

partnership with entities specified in EC Section 47612.1

2c. Report the estimated date the school is scheduled to open and begin instruction (mm/dd/yyyy).

2d. Indicate for FY 2019–20 whether the addition of one or more educational programs in major 

curriculum areas will occur. If Yes, provide a brief description of the program(s).

2e. Indicate for FY 2019–20 whether there is a significant event (other than adding a grade level or 

educational program) that is unlikely to occur on a regular basis and that will lead to at least a 25 

percent increase in October 2019 CALPADS Fall 1 enrollment. If Yes, provide a brief description of the 

event.

Pupil Demographic Data 

2f. Free and Reduced Price Meals: Using the 2019-20 Federal Income Eligibility Guidelines , 

estimate how many of the pupils reported in the estimated October 2019 enrollment count, ages 5–17, 

may be eligible based on their family income for the free and reduced price meals program for FY 2019

–20.

2g. English Learners: Estimate how many of the pupils reported in the estimated October 2019 

enrollment count will be English learners (EL) in FY 2019–20. An EL is a student who is aged 3 through 

21 and has been determined to lack the clearly defined English language skills of listening, 

comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing necessary to succeed in the school’s regular 

instructional program. To be designated an EL, there must be a report of a primary language other than 

English on the “Home Language Survey” and a determination from the English Language Proficiency 

Assessments for California (ELPAC).

2h. Immigrant Students: Estimate how many of the pupils reported in the estimated October 2019 

enrollment count will be Immigrant students in FY 2019–20. An Immigrant student is a student who (a) 

is aged 3 through 21, (b) was not born in any state, and (c) has not been attending one or more schools 

in any one or more states for more than three full (cumulative) academic years. Section 3301(14) of the 

ESEA defines State as each of the 50 States, the District of Columbia, and the Commonwealth of 

Puerto Rico. Note that the Immigrant enrollment data includes only those Immigrant students who have 

not been attending a U.S. school for more than three full academic years. Immigrant students who have 

been enrolled longer than three years (cumulative) are not included in the data.

Section 3 - Average Daily Attendance by District of Residence
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A charter school reporting ADA in the PENSEC report that is a county program charter or a countywide 

charter pursuant to EC sections 47605.5 or 47605.6 , respectively, must also report the ADA by 

school district of residence. The total ADA entered by district of residence must balance to the ADA 

entered in Section 2 – Funding Data Elements.

To add a district of residence, do the following sequence until all districts applicable to the charter 

school have been added:

County of Residence

Select the appropriate county of residence using the drop down list.

District of Residence

Select the appropriate district of residence using the drop down list.

Data Entry

Enter the charter school's estimated FY 2019–20 PENSEC ADA applicable to the district of residence 

selected, then click “Save District.” For new charter schools, continue the sequence until the total 

estimated ADA has been entered by district of residence. For expanding schools, continue the 

sequence until the estimated ADA by district of residence for just the new grade levels has been 

entered.

To modify data previously entered, select the county and district from the drop down lists, then modify 

the data and click “Save District.” To delete a district, select the county and district from the drop down 

lists, then click “Delete District.”

The data entered for all districts will display in the “County and Sponsoring District of Residence” table 

following the data entry section. Once data entry is complete, click “Verify Data.” If error messages 

indicate that the ADA does not balance between this Section 3 – District of Residence, and Section 2 – 

Funding Data Elements, correct the data in either section so that they balance.

Section 4 - Review, Submit and Certify the Data

Once data entry is complete, the PENSEC report should be printed, reviewed for accuracy, and then 

submitted online to the CDE. If ADA is being reported, a certification will automatically be made 

available which includes those data elements used in the calculation of the charter school’s LCFF State 

Aid first Charter School Special Advance and first quarter EPA State Aid payment. The certification 

should be printed, signed by all parties with original wet signatures, and then transmitted to the CDE.

Data with signed certifications (if ADA is being reported) received by the CDE by July 31, 2019 will be 

included in the 2019–20 first Charter School Special Advance apportionment and first quarter EPA 

processes, as well as any applicable federal allocation calculations. Data or certifications received by 

the CDE after July 31, 2019 may cause the charter school to wait until a later apportionment to receive 

state funding, or to be ineligible for some federal funding in the current year.

Review the Data
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The data entry screens cannot be accessed once the data is submitted to the CDE so it is important 

that the data be carefully reviewed prior to submission. To review the data, click the “Print PENSEC 

Report” button then click "open". The report will display on the screen and can be printed using the 

browser’s Print button. After closing the print window, if corrections to the data are needed, click 

“Return to Data Entry” and navigate to the data that needs correcting. Make sure to print another copy 

of the PENSEC report if changes are made.

Submit the PENSEC Report

Once the data is correct and ready to submit to the CDE, click “Submit PENSEC Data to CDE.” You will 

be asked to confirm the submission. If “Yes” is clicked, the data is submitted online to the CDE and a 

confirmation is provided showing the date and time of the submission.

There are different PENSEC submission components depending on whether state and/or federal funds 

are being requested. For the FY 2019–20 PENSEC:

Funding Request Report Submission Criteria* Type of Funding

State, or a 

Combination of State 

and Federal Funding 

(new or significantly 

expanding charters)

Include ADA as well as pupil 

demographic and other charter data

Submit data online to the CDE

Print, sign (original wet signatures) 

and mail the data certification to the 

CDE. All levels must sign including 

charter, authorizer, COE and/or 

SBE/CDE, as applicable (see 

following for additional information)

Data and certification due to the CDE 

by 7/31/2019

Charter School 

Special Advance 

Funding

apportionment

EPA State Aid first 

quarter 

apportionment

Allocation of 

applicable federal 

funds (e.g., Title I, 

Title II, Title III)

Federal Funding Only 

(significantly 

expanding charters)

Include pupil demographic and other 

charter data, but no ADA

Submit data online to the CDE

Data certification not required

Data due to the CDE by 7/31/2019

Allocation of 

applicable federal 

funds (e.g., Title I, 

Title II, Title III)

After the data has been submitted, the data entry screens are no longer accessible but the data report 

and certification (if applicable) may be accessed and printed. If corrections to the data are needed, 

please send a request to re-open the report by email to  and include 

your charter name, charter number, and 14-digit CDS code.

NOTE: New charter schools to be numbered by the SBE in September 2019 that are both direct funded 

and interested in applying for FY 2019–20 federal funds should contact Leslie Sharp with the CDE’s 

Categorical Allocations and Management Assistance Unit, by phone at   or by email at 
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Data Certification

PENSEC reports that include ADA and that have a successful data submission will automatically be 

provided with a “Print Data Certification” button in the PENSEC. District of Residence ADA entered for 

the school will automatically be included in the certification. Submissions will not be considered 

complete until the fully signed certification with wet signatures is received by the CDE.

As the first level approver, the charter school representative must sign the Data Certification in the 

certification block in order for the data to be processed. Second and third level approvers (e.g., school 

districts, COEs, SBE Charter Oversight Unit) must also sign the Data Certification in either the 

certification or non-certification signature blocks. If non-certification is signed, the reasons for this must 

be sent to the CDE along with the Data Certification for further review.

Charter schools whose authorizer is a school district or COE: 

1. A printed copy of the PENSEC Data Report, which is separate from the Data Certification, may 

be requested by and provided to your authorizer, but it does not need to be delivered to the CDE.

2. Ensure your approver(s), e.g., school district and/or COE, have ample time to review, sign 

and deliver your original Data Certification fully signed with wet signatures to the CDE’s 

Principal Apportionment Section by 7/31/2019.

3. Deliver the Data Certification fully signed with wet signatures to: 

California Department of Education

School Fiscal Services Division

Principal Apportionment Section, PENSEC

1430 N Street, Suite 3800

Sacramento, CA 95814

Address questions about district- or COE-authorized charter schools to the Principal Apportionment 

Section at  or 

Charter schools whose authorizer is the SBE: 

1. A printed copy of the PENSEC Data Report must be delivered with your certification.

2. Your printed Data Certification, signed by your charter authorizer with a wet signature, must be 

delivered to the CDE's SBE Charter School Oversight Unit. Ensure that the SBE Charter 

Oversight Unit has ample time to review and sign the Data Certification by 7/31/2019.

3. Deliver the Data Certification signed by the charter with a wet signature, plus a copy of the 

PENSEC Data Report, to:

California Department of Education

SBE Charter School Oversight Unit

1430 N Street, Suite 5401

Sacramento, CA 95814

Address questions about SBE-authorized charter schools to the SBE Charter Oversight Unit at 

or 
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Public Charter School Grant Program (PCSGP) 
Planning and Implementation (P/I) Sub-grant 

Use of Funds 

1. How may charter schools use PCSGP start-up grants or subgrants? 

Charter schools may only use PCSGP planning or implementation funds for post-award 
planning and design of the educational program, and initial implementation of a charter 
school. Planning activities may include refinement of the desired educational results and 
the methods for measuring progress toward achieving those results and professional 
development of teachers and other staff who will work in the charter school. Initial 
implementation activities may include: (a) informing the community about the school; (b) 
acquiring necessary equipment and educational materials and supplies; (c) acquiring or 
developing curriculum materials; and (d) other initial operational costs that cannot be 
met from State or local sources. Planning and implementation grants generally may be 
awarded for a period of up to three years, with no more than 18 months used for 
planning and program design and no more than two years used for initial 
implementation of the charter school. 

In addition, Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Circular A-122 establishes 
principles for determining allowable costs for Federal grants to non-profit entities. As a 
general matter, costs must be reasonable, necessary, and allocable to meet the 
objectives of the grant.  

20 United States Code (U.S.C.) 7221c(f)(3); 2 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 230 
(cost principals for non-profit organizations). 

2. What types of costs qualify as “other initial operational costs that 

cannot be met from State or local sources”? 

As stated in item one (1), for purposes of the PCSGP, initial implementation activities 
may include: (a) informing the community about the school; (b) acquiring necessary 
equipment and educational materials and supplies; (c) acquiring or developing 
curriculum materials; and (d) other initial operational costs that cannot be met from 
State or local sources. As a general matter, these costs may include, but are not 
necessarily limited to, the following: 

a) Costs associated with creating and implementing office functions, such as 
accounting systems, attendance and registration systems, and human resources 
policies; 
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b) Costs associated with the installation of computers, data systems, networks, and 
telephones; 

c) Personnel expenses incurred either before the school’s opening, provided that 

these expenses are associated with initial implementation activities, such as 
program and curriculum development and integration, and teacher and staff 
recruiting. The charter school must maintain accurate time and effort records to 
document the amount of time each employee works on tasks related to the initial 
implementation of the charter school; 

d) Rental or occupancy costs for the school facility for a reasonable period of time in 
preparation for the school’s opening; 

e) All of the expenses described in (a)—(d) are allowable under the PCSGP only to 
the extent that they are related to the initial implementation of the charter school 
and cannot be met from State or local sources. A charter school that has 
received State or local funds would have to demonstrate that the State or local 
funds are unavailable to cover the expense at issue. If the charter school can 
show that the State or local funds it has received are necessary to meet 
expenses other than the one at issue, then the charter school has met its burden 
of showing that the “other initial operational cost” cannot be met from State or 

local sources and, therefore, is allowable under the Charter Schools Program 
grant. 20 U.S.C. 7221c(f)(3)(B)(iv). 

3. May PCSGP funds be expended on construction? 

No, PCSGP funds may not be used for construction. PCSGP funds may be used for 
necessary maintenance, repair, or upkeep of buildings and equipment that neither add 
to the permanent value of the property nor appreciably prolong its life, but merely keep it 
in an efficient operating condition. OMB Circular A-122, Section 27 (rev. May 10, 2004); 
2 CFR appendix B to part 230, Section 27. 

4. What type of equipment is permitted? 

PCSGP funds may be used for costs associated with the initial implementation of a 
charter school. Initial implementation activities may include acquiring necessary 
equipment and educational materials and supplies. Thus, in accordance with OMB cost 
principles, to qualify as an allowable cost, the equipment must be necessary and 
reasonable for the proper and efficient performance and administration of the grant. In 
addition, the cost of the equipment must be included in the approved application and 
budget for the grant. Equipment necessary to implement a charter school may include, 
but is not necessarily limited to, desks, chairs, computers, equipment related to physical 
education and art, and playground equipment. 20 U.S.C. 7221c(f)(3)(B)(ii); OMB 
Circular A-122. 

CA State Board of Education Page 466 of 567

 

PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e483 



 

California Department of Education, 2020 
Revised March 2020 
Page 1 of 2 

Public Charter School Grant Program 
Planning and Implementation (P/I) Sub-grant 

Non-allowable Expenditures 

Under the Charter Schools Program, Title V, Part B of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act (ESEA), Nonregulatory Guidance, initial implementation activities may 
include: (a) informing the community about the school; (b) acquiring necessary 
equipment and educational materials and supplies; (c) acquiring or developing 
curriculum materials; and (d) other initial operational costs that cannot be met from 
State or local sources. https://www2.ed.gov/programs/charter/legislation.html 

In an effort to provide some clear guidance, the California Department of Education 
(CDE) has determined that the items on this list would be considered non-allowable 
expenditures of the Public Charter School Grant Program (PCSGP) funds. While this is 
not a complete list of non-allowable items, the list does provide some guidance 
regarding commonly seen non-allowable expenditures. If there is a question regarding 
an allowable expenditure, it is advised that you contact the PCSGP Grant unit at 

 

1. Contingency or “petty cash” funds 

2. Contributions and donations  

3. Dues/memberships to professional organizations or societies 

4. On-going equipment and supplies for building maintenance 

5. Fines and penalties 

6. Food other than conference meal reimbursements 

7. Furniture and appliances for staff lounges 

8. Gifts, door prizes, etc. 

9. Instructional aids, uniforms, tools, laptops or other items to be used by a limited 
number of students or retained by students 

10. Interest and other financial costs 

11. Student or non-teacher lodging, food, individual transportation, or dues for 
student organizations 

12. Mileage not related to conference travel 

13. Maintenance contracts or agreements 

14. Excessive installation costs for equipment purchased with PCSGP funds 

15. Any entertainment costs, including meals or banquets 

CA State Board of Education Page 467 of 567
PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e484 



California Department of Education, 2020 
Revised March 2020 
Page 2 of 2 

16. Promotional items, such as T-shirts, pens, cups, key chains, and other 
memorabilia 

17. Student tuition costs or university fees 

18. On-going lease payments for passenger vehicles including vehicles such as 
automobiles, trucks, buses, utility vehicles, airplanes, boats, and golf carts. One-
time payment can be made for any leases. Must be necessary for the success of 
the education plan. 

19. Purchasing, constructing, renovating or remodeling facilities 

20. Administrative, supervisory, or teacher regular salaries beyond the planning year 

21. Administrative and clerical activities beyond the planning year 

22. Salaries or wages paid to students 

23. Conference travel unrelated to the educational plan submitted in the PCSGP 
application 

24. Out-of-state travel not directly related to educational plan submitted in the 
PCSGP application (Out of state travel must be pre-approved by the CDE.) 

25. Student instructional costs or tuition of either technical or academic courses used 
to meet remediation, graduation, degree or certificate requirements 

26. Student expenses/direct assistance to students 

27. Insurance/Self-Insurance beyond the planning year 

28. Audits 

29. Alcohol 

30. Fund Raising 

31. Extended warranties including Apple Care 

32. Farm animals for show and selling: only breeders can be charged to the grant 

33. Others, as evaluated on a case-by-case basis 

All costs charged to the grant must be reasonable, necessary, and allocable to meet the 
objectives of the grant. All requested items must also appear in the approved grant 
application budget.  
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Critical Friends School Visits 
 
What are Critical Friends School Visits?  
Based on feedback from schools, and in an effort to increase connectedness and 
collaboration across the charter school sector, we are excited to partner with the 
Achievement Network to offer Critical Friends School Visits.  These visits are an 
opportunity for host schools to get ideas and feedback from a team of other school 
leaders and for visitors to see the work that peers are doing.  In advance of the visit, 
host schools will complete a limited amount of pre-work to provide context for the team 
of visits and ensure the team is focused on the things that are most helpful for the 
school.  Visitors will spend the visit observing in classrooms looking for evidence to help 
the host school with their identified top priorities.  The day will end with a debrief where 
the visitors will share their observations with the host school team. 
 
Why Participate in a Critical Friends Visit? 

● Strengthen connections across the region’s charter schools, created by shared 
experiences. 

● Share resources between schools. 
● Solve problems collaboratively. 
● Help other schools (and your school) 

 
Example Schedule 
I. Setting the Stage - Context, Framing, and Document Review (8:00 - 8:30) 
II. School Walkthrough and Classroom Observations (8:30 - 11:30) 
III. Lunch and Visitor Note Collection (11:30 - 12:00) 
IV. Visit Debrief (12:00 - 1:00)  

 

Next Steps 

Email Jon at  if you are interested in participating as a visitor or 

having your school host a visit.  If you are interested in your school hosting a visit, 

provide three dates that work for your school 
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By Mary Ryerse - April 14, 2016

Professional Learning that Transforms: Meet High Tech 
High Graduate School of Education

Imagine an amazing high school located in San Diego, known for its hands-on, applied and project-

based learning design.

Now imagine that school has designed a graduate school that provides the same type of learning 

environment for its graduate students as it does for its K-12 students.

Just six years after High Tech High (HTH) opened, the team 

opened High Tech High Graduate School of Education (HTH 

GSE). It offers an M.Ed. program in Educational Leadership 

along with myriad opportunities for professional education

–from a hybrid, online program focused on transforming 

schools to three day residencies on project-based learning. 

HTH GSE also offers a highly focused approach that is a 

refreshing GSE approach in contrast to the typical generic 

collection of survey courses.

We had a chance to talk with several members of the team including Dean Steve Hamilton,  CAO 

Ben Daley and Directors Kelly Wilson and Laura McBain, about what distinguishes HTH GSE and 

how their model fosters transformation of professionals.

Background
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Opened in 2000, HTH may be among the most commonly recognized school systems in the world. 

It is among the best examples of applied and project-based learning (PBL), it prepares diverse 

students for a complex world and is the best example of school-centric community redevelopment.

HTH GSE opened in 2006, offering M.Ed. programs in Teacher Leadership and School Leadership. It 

was the first school network affiliated graduate school, and embodies the difference between the 

generic collection of survey courses typical of current graduate schools and a coherent mission-

focused and applied preparation for school leadership.

Focused Approach

HTH GSE is distinguished not only by its dynamic team and its connection to HTH, but also in the 

high focused efforts around equity and deeper-learning. HTH’s practices (such as PBL) are 

grounded in research and on-trend.

Like the school network, the GSE attacks three standard practices: tracking, isolation from the adult 

world and separation of thinking and doing. HTH GSE “aspires to serve as a center of inquiry and 

progressive practice related to teaching, learning, and leading, and an example of transformative 

graduate education that has a direct impact on K-12 schools.”

Dean Stephen Hamilton reflects, “What makes graduate students’ experience transformational is 

our GSE’s embeddedness in a set of innovative K-12 schools, along with the modeling in the GSE of 

the pedagogical principles.” The HTH network sites serve as clinical sites for learning, and provide 

an opportunity to take risks, reflect on practice and shape their own vision for effective teaching, 

learning and leadership.

Equity Focus

Education has been called “the civil rights movement of our time.” HTH GSE has a foundational 

principle of equity as a mission for its work. This was a fundamental commitment of HTH co-

founders Larry Rosenstock and Rob Riordan, and is shared by all the staff at the schools and 

graduate school. Graduate student projects are expected to align with equity as a mission

–professional learning experiences that focus on students and are about equity are priorities for 

HTH GSE.

Page 2 of 5Professional Learning the Transforms: Meet High Tech High Graduate School of Education

3/7/2020https://www.gettingsmart.com/2016/04/professional-learning-that-transforms-meet-high-tec...
CA State Board of Education Page 471 of 567

 

PR/Award # S282A200007 

Page e488 



Deeper Learning Focus

Deeper Learning is a set of six competencies that lead to deeper learning outcomes. Schools within 

the deeper learning network of schools have been shown to have higher graduation rates than 

similar schools not in the deeper learning network. The graduate school design intentionally 

mirrors the design of schools whose students have deeper learning outcomes. This graduate 

school intentionally engages  professionals in  learning that mimics how we want students to learn. 

(We have written about this at Getting Smart as well in Preparing Teachers for Deeper 

Learning and Preparing Leaders for Deeper Learning.)

3 Examples of Professional Transformation

We also heard from HTH GSE Alumni about how they’ve been transformed through this program:

1. Practicing PBL and Grounded in Equity

2. Listening and Responding to Student Voice

@HTHGSE taught me #PBL that focuses on #equity w/ sound 
practices + goals that will impact the way I proceed in 

#edu@SevernSchool

— kelly lyn wilson (@klynwilson) April 12, 2016

.@HTHGSE transformed the way I listen to #StudentVoice and how I 
respond so that we co-create a #learning environment together. 

#TeachPD

— Melissa Han (@melissahan1116) April 8, 2016
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3. Being Okay with Vulnerability

Plenty of Ways to be Transformed

There are plenty of ways for people to engage with HTH GSE, ranging from day-long tours to 

degree programs. A glimpse at the professional leadership experiences and resources offered by 

HTH GSE is included below:

• HTH Tours

• Residencies and Institutes

• Workshops

• Education Leadership Academy (hybrid online program)

• Online courses

• Center for Research on Equity and Innovations

• Unboxed journal.

The HTH GSE offers degree and credential-granting programs:

• Two year teacher credentialing (while teaching)

• Masters degree in education

HTH GSE also hosts an annual Deeper Learning conference–you can get a flavor for the 2016 

Deeper Learning conference with this video. No matter where people start, transformation of 

adults and the corresponding impact on students is what HTH GSE does.

This post is a part of a blog series in the upcoming “Getting Smart on Rethinking Professional 

Learning” Smart Bundle produced in partnership with High Tech High Graduate School of Higher 

Carol Cabrera “Thanks to @HTHGSE I am more reflective as a 
#student and #teacher than I was before #GSE. I’m more willing to be 

vulnerable.”

— Getting Smart (@Getting_Smart) April 11, 2016
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Education (@hthgse). Join the conversation on Twitter using #EdLeaders or #RethinkPD and 

#SmartBundle.

For more, see:

• Generic vs Coherent Teacher Prep

• Promising Practices in Deeper Learning and Equity

• Competency-Based Teacher Prep & PD (infographic)

• Deeper Learning Conference (video)

Stay in-the-know with all things EdTech and innovations in learning by signing up to receive the weekly 

Smart Update. This post includes mentions of a Getting Smart partner. For a full list of partners, affiliate 

organizations and all other disclosures please see our Partner page.

Mary Ryerse

Mary is a Director is Interim Managing Director of School Success at XQ Institute. You can connect with 

Mary on Twitter @maryryerse.
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Appendix F7: Authorizer Technical Assistance Resources 
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1.

OMB Number: 4040-0007 
Expiration Date:  02/28/2022

ASSURANCES - NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 15 minutes per response, including time for reviewing 
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of 
information. Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for 
reducing this burden, to the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project (0348-0040), Washington, DC 20503. 
  
PLEASE DO NOT RETURN YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET.  SEND  
IT TO THE ADDRESS PROVIDED BY THE SPONSORING AGENCY.

NOTE: Certain of these assurances may not be applicable to your project or program. If you have questions, please contact  the 
awarding agency. Further, certain Federal awarding agencies may require applicants to certify to additional assurances. 
If such is the case, you will be notified.

As the duly authorized representative of the applicant, I certify that the applicant:

Has the legal authority to apply for Federal assistance 
and the institutional, managerial and financial capability 
(including funds sufficient to pay the non-Federal share 
of project cost) to ensure proper planning, management 
and completion of the project described in this 
application.

Act of 1973, as amended (29 U.S.C. §794), which 
prohibits discrimination on the basis of handicaps; (d) 
the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended (42 U.
S.C. §§6101-6107), which prohibits discrimination on 
the basis of age; (e) the Drug Abuse Office and 
Treatment Act of 1972 (P.L. 92-255), as amended, 
relating to nondiscrimination on the basis of drug 
abuse; (f) the Comprehensive Alcohol Abuse and 
Alcoholism Prevention, Treatment and Rehabilitation 
Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-616), as amended,  relating to 
nondiscrimination on the basis of alcohol abuse or 
alcoholism; (g) §§523 and 527 of the Public Health 
Service Act of 1912 (42 U.S.C. §§290 dd-3 and 290 
ee- 3), as amended, relating to confidentiality of alcohol 
and drug abuse patient records; (h) Title VIII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. §§3601 et seq.), as 
amended, relating to nondiscrimination in the sale, 
rental or financing of housing; (i) any other 
nondiscrimination provisions in the specific statute(s) 
under which application for Federal assistance is being 
made; and, (j) the requirements of any other 
nondiscrimination statute(s) which may apply to the 
application.

2. Will give the awarding agency, the Comptroller General 
of the United States and, if appropriate, the State, 
through any authorized representative, access to and 
the right to examine all records, books, papers, or 
documents related to the award; and will establish a 
proper accounting system in accordance with generally 
accepted accounting standards or agency directives.

3. Will establish safeguards to prohibit employees from 
using their positions for a purpose that constitutes or 
presents the appearance of personal or organizational 
conflict of interest, or personal gain.

4. Will initiate and complete the work within the applicable 
time frame after receipt of approval of the awarding 
agency.

5. Will comply with the Intergovernmental Personnel Act of 
1970 (42 U.S.C. §§4728-4763) relating to prescribed 
standards for merit systems for programs funded under  
one of the 19 statutes or regulations specified in  
Appendix A of OPM's Standards for a Merit System of 
Personnel Administration (5 C.F.R. 900, Subpart F).

6. Will comply with all Federal statutes relating to 
nondiscrimination. These include but are not limited to: 
(a) Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (P.L. 88-352) 
which prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color 
or national origin; (b) Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972, as amended (20 U.S.C.§§1681- 
1683,  and 1685-1686), which prohibits discrimination on  
the basis of sex; (c) Section 504 of the Rehabilitation

Previous Edition Usable Standard Form 424B (Rev. 7-97)
Prescribed by OMB Circular A-102Authorized for Local Reproduction

7. Will comply, or has already complied, with the 
requirements of Titles II and III of the Uniform 
Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition 
Policies Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-646) which provide for 
fair and equitable treatment of persons displaced or 
whose property is acquired as a result of Federal or 
federally-assisted programs. These requirements 
apply to all interests in real property acquired for 
project purposes regardless of Federal participation in 
purchases.

8. Will comply, as applicable, with provisions of the 
Hatch Act (5 U.S.C. §§1501-1508 and 7324-7328) 
which limit the political activities of employees whose 
principal employment activities are funded in whole 
or in part with Federal funds.
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Standard Form 424B (Rev. 7-97) Back

9.

12.

Will comply, as applicable, with the provisions of the Davis- 
Bacon Act (40 U.S.C. §§276a to 276a-7), the Copeland Act 
(40 U.S.C. §276c and 18 U.S.C. §874), and the Contract 
Work Hours and Safety Standards Act (40 U.S.C. §§327- 
333), regarding labor standards for federally-assisted 
construction subagreements.

Will comply with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 
1968 (16 U.S.C. §§1271 et seq.) related to protecting 
components or potential components of the national 
wild and scenic rivers system.

10. Will comply, if applicable, with flood insurance purchase 
requirements of Section 102(a) of the Flood Disaster 
Protection Act of 1973 (P.L. 93-234) which requires 
recipients in a special flood hazard area to participate in the 
program and to purchase flood insurance if the total cost of 
insurable construction and acquisition is $10,000 or more.

11. Will comply with environmental standards which may be 
prescribed pursuant to the following: (a) institution of 
environmental quality control measures under the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (P.L. 91-190) and 
Executive Order (EO) 11514; (b) notification of violating 
facilities pursuant to EO 11738; (c) protection of wetlands 
pursuant to EO 11990; (d) evaluation of flood hazards in 
floodplains in accordance with EO 11988; (e) assurance of 
project consistency with the approved State management 
program developed under the Coastal Zone Management 
Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. §§1451 et seq.); (f) conformity of 
Federal actions to State (Clean Air) Implementation Plans 
under Section 176(c) of the Clean Air Act of 1955, as 
amended (42 U.S.C. §§7401 et seq.); (g) protection of 
underground sources of drinking water under the Safe 
Drinking Water Act of 1974, as amended (P.L. 93-523); 
and, (h) protection of endangered species under the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (P.L. 93- 
205).

13. Will assist the awarding agency in assuring compliance 
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966, as amended (16 U.S.C. §470), EO 11593
(identification and protection of historic properties), and 
the Archaeological and Historic Preservation Act of  
1974 (16 U.S.C. §§469a-1 et seq.).

14. Will comply with P.L. 93-348 regarding the protection of 
human subjects involved in research, development, and 
related activities supported by this award of assistance.

15. Will comply with the Laboratory Animal Welfare Act of 
1966 (P.L. 89-544, as amended, 7 U.S.C. §§2131 et 
seq.) pertaining to the care, handling, and treatment of 
warm blooded animals held for research, teaching, or 
other activities supported by this award of assistance.

16. Will comply with the Lead-Based Paint Poisoning 
Prevention Act (42 U.S.C. §§4801 et seq.) which 
prohibits the use of lead-based paint in construction or 
rehabilitation of residence structures.

17. Will cause to be performed the required financial and 
compliance audits in accordance with the Single Audit 
Act Amendments of 1996 and OMB Circular No. A-133, 
"Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit 
Organizations."

18. Will comply with all applicable requirements of all other 
Federal laws, executive orders, regulations, and policies 
governing this program.

SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED CERTIFYING OFFICIAL TITLE

DATE SUBMITTEDAPPLICANT ORGANIZATION

Stephanie Farland Charter School Division Director

CA Department of Education for the State Board of Education 03/16/2020

Will comply with the requirements of Section 106(g) of 
the Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) of 2000, as 
amended (22 U.S.C. 7104) which prohibits grant award 
recipients or a sub-recipient from (1) Engaging in severe 
forms of trafficking in persons during the period of time 
that the award is in effect (2) Procuring a commercial 
sex act during the period of time that the award is in 
effect or (3) Using forced labor in the performance of the 
award or subawards under the award.

19.
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Budget Narrative File(s)

* Mandatory Budget Narrative Filename: 1239-05_1_budgetnarrative.pdf

To add more Budget Narrative attachments, please use the attachment buttons below.

Add Mandatory Budget Narrative Delete Mandatory Budget Narrative View Mandatory Budget Narrative

Add Optional Budget Narrative Delete Optional Budget Narrative View Optional Budget Narrative
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California Department of Education for the State 
Board of Education – Budget Narrative 
The California Department of Education (CDE) Charter Schools Program (CSP) project 

is requesting a total of $  over three years and two no-cost extensions for a 

total of five years to support the creation of up to 45 new high-quality charter schools 

and the expansion of up to 15 high-quality charter schools. The funds will also provide 

funding for technical assistance events for authorizers, charter schools, and sub-

grantees as well as support the CDE in the administration of the CSP grant award. 

Overriding Budget Assumptions 

1) The budget assumes that the State Board of Education (SBE) will obligate up to 

$600,000 per eligible new school or replication sub-grantee, and up to $ 

per eligible expansion sub-grantee over a 36-month period. 

2) New and replication sub-grantees will be paid on the following schedule: Year 1 

up to $ Year 2 up to $ and Year 3 up to $ for a total of 

$ All sub-grantees are also eligible for an additional $100,000 to support 

unduplicated students. 

3) Planning sub-grantees will only be awarded $  to be spent down over no 

more than 18 months. Sub-grantees must qualify for implementation funding for 

the remaining months of eligibility: year 2 up to $ year 3 up to $ 

This assumption limits lost funding to sub-grantees who fail to open at the end of 

the planning phase. 
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SF 425 Budget Line Assumptions Important Note: This budget narrative provides 

projected expenses (assumptions) over the life of the entire grant term: three award 

years and two no-cost extensions. These projected expenses are factored into the three 

award years of the Federal Application Form SF 425. The budget narrative totals are 

equal to Form SF 425 totals. 

Personnel Descriptions 

The budget assumes funding of one full-time equivalent (FTE) Education Programs 

Consultant (EPC) and one full-time Associate Governmental Program Analyst (AGPA) 

with additional part-time support positions over the term of the CSP grant award. These 

staff members will be responsible for the everyday operations of administering the CSP 

grant award including processing payments; developing and implementing requests for 

applications and proposals; monitoring sub-grantees; and facilitating technical 

assistance training for authorizers, charter schools, and sub-grantees. 

Staff positions include the following: 

1) One FTE Project Director/EPC: This position acts as the California liaison 

between the SBE, the Public Charter Schools Grant Program (PCSGP) Office, 

and the United States Department of Education (ED). This position is also 

responsible for submitting all required reports to the ED, communicating current 

activity to the Charter Schools Division (CSD) Director, reviewing award and 

reimbursement payment packages prior to obtaining CSD Director approval, 
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tracking grant budget expenditures, and participating in ED-scheduled monitoring 

calls. For year one, the Project Director also assumes the responsibilities of the 

Regional EPC (see below) and is supported by other members of the CSD at no 

charge to the CSP grant award. The CSD is committed to cross training other 

EPCs and analysts to build its capacity for administering the CSP grant award. 

2) Regional EPC (Limited Duties in Year One and Year Four): This position is 

responsible for the following: 

• Coordinating sub-grant competitions including developing the Request for 

Applications, eligibility screening requirements, recruiting peer reviewers, 

facilitating the peer review process, and responding to peer review appeals 

• Informing the public of CSP grant award opportunities using multiple modes 

of communication 

• Reviewing and approving all quarterly claims and expense reports submitted 

by sub-grantees 

• Delivering technical assistance webinars to potential applicants and sub-

grantees 

• Monitoring sub-grantees through on-site and/or desk reviews 

• Providing one-on-one technical assistance to sub-grantees through informal 

site visits 

• Facilitating regional technical assistance workshops delivering best practices 

to charter and non-charter schools (three workshops per year) 

• Monitoring authorizer technical assistance contracts and participating in 

workshops 
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3) One FTE AGPA: This position is responsible for the following: 

• Preparing sub-grantee CSP grant award and reimbursement payment 

packages 

• Verifying and tracking DUNS numbers, System for Award Management 

accounts, and non-profit status for all CSP applicants and sub-grantees 

• Processing approved quarterly claims for sub-grantees and contractors 

• Tracking claim and payment amounts 

• Assisting with the organization of CSP grant award competitions and peer 

reviews 

• Acting as the liaison between CDE’s budget and accounting offices 

• Delivering technical assistance webinars on federal reporting requirements 

• Providing one-on-one technical assistance to interested parties, as needed 

SF 425 Budget Line Salary Description 
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All unfunded percentages of positions will be funded by the CSD budget or rollover 

of unspent technical assistance/administrative salary funds from previous fiscal year 

budgets. 

This amount includes travel costs for the following technical assistance activities: 

a. Up to two CDE attendees at the Charter School Authorizer Network 

Conferences, Summer Boot Camp Workshops, facilitation of rural charter 

school authorizer networks = $ includes registration, air and 

ground transportation, parking, hotel, and per diem over the term of the 

grant plus two no-cost extensions. 

b. Up to two CDE attendees/presenters at two charter school support 

association annual conferences = $ includes registration fees, air 

and ground transportation, and per diem over the term of the grant plus 

two no-cost extensions. 

c. Up to two CDE attendees at three regional technical support workshops 

(North, Central, South) to facilitate delivery of targeted assistance/best 

practices, to charter and non-charter schools, by mini-grantees 
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includes air and ground transportation, parking, hotel and per diem over 

the term of the grant plus two no-cost extensions. 

d. Informal sub-grantee site visits to provide one-on-one technical assistance 

for up to 35 sub-grantees, facilitation of Critical Friends site visits = 

$13,300, includes airfare, ground transportation, hotel, and per diem over 

the term of the grant plus two no-cost extensions. 

This amount includes costs for the following administrative activities: 

e. Up to two attendees at the CSP Project Directors’ meeting in Washington 

D.C. = $ includes air, ground transportation, parking, hotel, and per 

diem over the term of the grant plus two no-cost extensions. 

f. Sub-grantee site monitoring travel for up to 30 sub-grantees = $ 

includes air and ground transportation, parking, hotel, and per diem over 

the term of the grant plus two no-cost extensions. 

4. Equipment = None 

5. Supplies = None 

6. Contractual = $ (TA = ) 

a. Two contracts awarded for charter school authorizer technical assistance 

workshops such as CARSNET or county offices of education = 

includes two contracts at 0 each for the term of the grant plus one 

no-cost extension. 

b. Multiple mini-grants and contracts awarded to charter school operators, 

non-charter schools, charter school support organizations, or county 

offices of education to deliver best practices and targeted technical 
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assistance to charter and non-charter schools through regional workshops 

(North, Central, South)  the term of the grant plus two no-

cost extensions. 

c. Duplicating services for technical assistance events = $ over the 

term of the grant plus two no-cost extensions. 

d. Duplicating services for administrative activities = $ over the term of the 

grant plus two no-cost extensions. 

7. Construction = None 

8. Other – Local Assistance Sub-Grant Awards = 
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OMB Number: 1894-0017 
Expiration Date: 06/30/2020

U.S. Department of Education 
Grant Application Form for Project Objectives and Performance Measures Information

Applicant Information

Legal Name: 

CA Department of Education for the State Board of Education

See Instructions.  

1. Project Objective: 
Provide financial assistance for up to 45 new and/or replication high-quality charter schools and the expansion of up to 15 high-quality charter 
schools over a 36-month time period (Average 20 grant awards per year). 

1.a.  Performance Measure Measure Type
Quantitative Data

Target

Raw Number Ratio %
The number of CSP sub-grants awarded over the 36 month time period. PROJECT 60 /

1.b.  Performance Measure Measure Type
Quantitative Data

Target

Raw Number Ratio %
The number of supplemental funding awards granted over the 36 month time period. PROJECT 60 /

2. Project Objective: 
Based on 2019-20 California data, annually increase the number of high-quality CA charter schools by 10% over the term of the grant. 

2.a.  Performance Measure Measure Type
Quantitative Data

Target

Raw Number Ratio %
The number of charter schools meeting the definition of a high-quality charter 
school as defined in the CA CSP Application

PROGRAM 1 / 10 10.00

2.b.  Performance Measure Measure Type
Quantitative Data

Target

Raw Number Ratio %
The number of CSP Sub-grantees completing fiscal, governance, and leadership 
training in the first year of operation. 

PROJECT 18 / 20 90.00

Funding Opportunity Number:ED-GRANTS-012720-001 Received Date:May 13, 2020 06:24:09 PM EDTTracking Number:GRANT13104513
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U.S. Department of Education 
Grant Application Form for Project Objectives and Performance Measures Information

2.c.  Performance Measure Measure Type
Quantitative Data

Target

Raw Number Ratio %
The number of CSP Sub-grantees reporting standards met in all local indicators: 
Implementation of Academic Standards, Parent and Family Engagement, Local Climate 
Survey, and Access to Broad Course of Study on the California School Dashboard. 

PROJECT 18 / 20 90.00

3. Project Objective: 
Based on 2019-20 CA state-wide assessment data, annually increase academic achievement for all CA charter school students in ELA and mathematics by 
5% for three consecutive years. 

3.a.  Performance Measure Measure Type
Quantitative Data

Target

Raw Number Ratio %
The percent of fourth-grade charter school students who are achieving at or above 
the proficient level on State assessments in Mathematics on CAASPP.  

GPRA 54 / 100 54.00

3.b.  Performance Measure Measure Type
Quantitative Data

Target

Raw Number Ratio %
The percent of eighth-grade charter school students who are achieving at or above 
the proficient level on State assessments in Mathematics on CAASPP.  

GPRA 54 / 100 54.00

3.c.  Performance Measure Measure Type
Quantitative Data

Target

Raw Number Ratio %
The percent of fourth-grade charter school students who are achieving at or above 
the proficient level on State assessments in reading/language arts on CAASPP.  

GPRA 50 / 100 50.00

3.d.  Performance Measure Measure Type
Quantitative Data

Target

Raw Number Ratio %
The percent of eighth-grade charter school students who are achieving at or above 
the proficient level on State assessments in reading/language arts on CAASPP.  

GPRA 41 / 100 41.00

3.e.  Performance Measure Measure Type
Quantitative Data

Target

Raw Number Ratio %
The percent of fourth-grade charter school students who are performing at or above 
non-charter students on Mathematics. 

PROJECT 49 / 100 49.00

Funding Opportunity Number:ED-GRANTS-012720-001 Received Date:May 13, 2020 06:24:09 PM EDTTracking Number:GRANT13104513
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U.S. Department of Education 
Grant Application Form for Project Objectives and Performance Measures Information

3.f.  Performance Measure Measure Type
Quantitative Data

Target

Raw Number Ratio %
The percent of eighth-grade charter school students who are performing at or above 
non-charter students on Mathematics. 

PROJECT 39 / 100 39.00

3.g.  Performance Measure Measure Type
Quantitative Data

Target

Raw Number Ratio %
The percent of fourth-grade charter school students who are performing at or above 
non-charter students on reading/language arts. 

PROJECT 55 / 100 55.00

3.h.  Performance Measure Measure Type
Quantitative Data

Target

Raw Number Ratio %
The percent of eighth-grade charter school students who are performing at or above 
non-charter students on reading/language arts. 

PROJECT 55 / 100 55.00

4. Project Objective: 
Over the term of the grant award, provide technical assistance to at least 15 charter schools per year via three annual regional workshops (North, 
Central, South), regarding best practices for improving academic achievement for all students. 

4.a.  Performance Measure Measure Type
Quantitative Data

Target

Raw Number Ratio %
The number of charter schools attending regional workshops annually. PROJECT 15 /

5. Project Objective: 
Over the term of the grant, provide technical assistance to 905 of the CSP sub-grantees including participation in webinars, on-site training, phone 
calls, attendance at CDE conference presentations. 

5.a.  Performance Measure Measure Type
Quantitative Data

Target

Raw Number Ratio %
The number of CSP Sub-grantees attending at least one technical assistance event 
annually. 

PROJECT 9 / 10 90.00
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U.S. Department of Education 
Grant Application Form for Project Objectives and Performance Measures Information

6. Project Objective: 
Over the term of the grant, provide technical assistance on best practices and new charter school legislation to 50% or more charter school 
authorizers. 

6.a.  Performance Measure Measure Type
Quantitative Data

Target

Raw Number Ratio %
Number of authorizers participating in technical assistance events. PROJECT 5 / 10 50.00

6.b.  Performance Measure Measure Type
Quantitative Data

Target

Raw Number Ratio %
Number of authorizer self-reporting change in practice or policy as a result of 
technical assistance. 

PROJECT 5 / 10 50.00
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OMB Number: 1894-0017 
Expiration Date: 06/30/2020

INSTRUCTIONS 
GRANT APPLICATION FORM FOR 

PROJECT OBJECTIVES AND PERFORMANCE MEASURES INFORMATION

PURPOSE 

Applicants must submit a GRANT APPLICATION FORM FOR PROJECT OBJECTIVES AND PERFORMANCE 
MEASURES INFORMATION via Grants.gov or in G5 when instructed to submit applications in G5. This form collects 
project objectives and quantitative and/or qualitative performance measures at the time of application submission for the 
purpose of automatically prepopulating this information into the U.S. Department of Education's (ED) automated Grant 
Performance Report form (ED 524B), which is completed by ED grantees prior to the awarding of continuation grants.  
Additionally, this information will prepopulate into ED's automated ED 524B that may be required by program offices of 
grant recipients that are awarded front loaded grants for their entire multi-year project up-front in a single grant award, 
and will also be prepopulated into ED's automated ED 524B for those grant recipients that are required to use the ED 
524B to submit their final performance reports.  

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 

Applicant Information 
  
•     Legal Name: The legal name of the applicant that will undertake the assistance activity will prepopulate from the 

Application Form for Federal Assistance (SF 424 Form). This is the organization that has registered with the 
System for Award Management (SAM). Information on registering with SAM may be obtained by visiting  
www.Grants.gov. 

Project Objectives Information and Related Performance Measures Data   
   
Your grant application establishes project objectives stating what you hope to achieve with your funded grant project.  
Generally, one or more performance measures are also established for each project objective that will serve to 
demonstrate whether you have met or are making progress towards meeting each project objective. 
 

•     Project Objective: Enter each project objective that is included in your grant application.  When completing this 
form in Grants.gov, a maximum of 26 project objectives may be entered. Only one project objective should be 
entered per row.  Project objectives should be numbered sequentially, i.e., 1., 2., 3., etc.  If applicable, project 
objectives may be entered for each project year; however, the year to which the project objective applies must be 
clearly identified as is presented in the following examples:  

 
1.  Year 1.  Provide two hour training to teachers in the Boston school district that focuses on improving test 
scores.  
2.  Year 2.  Provide two hour training to teachers in the Washington D.C. school district that focuses on 
improving test scores. 

•     Performance Measure: For each project objective, enter each associated quantitative and/or qualitative 
performance measure. When completing this form in Grants.gov, a maximum of 26 quantitative and/or qualitative 
performance measures may be entered.  There may be multiple quantitative and/or qualitative performance 
measures associated with each project objective.  Enter only one quantitative or qualitative performance measure 
per row.  Each quantitative or qualitative performance measure that is associated with a particular project 
objective should be labeled using an alpha indicator.  Example: The first quantitative or qualitative performance 
measure associated with project objective "1" should be labeled "1.a.," the second quantitative or qualitative 
performance measure for project objective "1" should be labeled "1.b.," etc. If applicable, quantitative and/or 
qualitative performance measures may be entered for each project year; however, the year to which the 
quantitative and/or qualitative performance measures apply must be clearly identified as is presented in the 
following examples: 
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1.a.  Year 1.  By the end of year one, 125 teachers in the Boston school district will receive a two hour training 
program that focuses on improving test scores.  
2.a.  Year 2.  By the end of year two, 125 teachers in the Washington D.C. school district will receive a two hour 
training program that focuses on improving test scores.

•     Measure Type:  For each performance measure, select the appropriate type of performance measure from the 
drop down menu.  There are two types of measures that ED may have established for the grant program: 

1.   GPRA:  Measures established for reporting to Congress under the Government Performance and 
Results Act; and  

  
2.   PROGRAM:  Measures established by the program office for the particular grant competition.  

In addition, you will be required to report on any project-specific performance measures (PROJECT) that you 
established in your grant application to meet your project objectives. 
  
In the Measure Type field, select one (1) of the following measure types:  GPRA; PROGRAM; or PROJECT.  
 

•     Quantitative Target Data:  For quantitative performance measures with established quantitative targets, provide 
the target you established for meeting each performance measure. Only quantitative (numeric) data should be 
entered in the Target boxes.  If the collection of quantitative data is not appropriate for a particular performance 
measure (i.e., for qualitative performance measures), please leave the target data boxes blank. 

  
The Target Data boxes are divided into three columns: Raw Number; Ratio, and Percentage (%). 
  
For performance measures that are stated in terms of a single number (e.g., the number of workshops that will 
be conducted or the number of students that will be served), the target data should be entered as a single 
number in the Raw Number column (e.g., 10 workshops or 80 students).  Please leave the Ratio and 
Percentage (%) columns blank. 
  
For performance measures that are stated in terms of a percentage (e.g., percentage of students that attain 
proficiency), complete the Ratio column, and leave the Raw Number and Percentage (%) columns blank.  
The Percentage (%) will automatically calculate based on the entered ratio.  In the Ratio column (e.g., 80/100), 
the numerator represents the numerical target (e.g., the number of students that are expected to attain 
proficiency), and the denominator represents the universe (e.g., all students served).
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