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HIGHLIGHTS OF STATE AND LOCAL REPORT 
CARDS REQUIREMENTS UNDER ESEA
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PURPOSE OF STATE AND LOCAL REPORT CARDS

 Under Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
(ESEA), State educational agencies (SEAs) and local 
educational agencies (LEAs) are required to publish State and 
local report cards. 

 State and local report cards:
• Support State, LEA, and school accountability.
• Engage parents and communities.
• Provide transparency regarding the outcomes of education 

policies, uncover academic challenges and deficits, and highlight 
areas in which the State, LEAs, and schools have made gains.
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DEFINITION OF STATUS AS A CHILD IN FOSTER 
CARE
 ‘‘Foster care’’ means 24-hour substitute care for children 

placed away from their parents and for whom the agency 
under Title IV–E of the Social Security Act has placement and 
care responsibility. This includes, but is not limited to: 

• Placements in foster family homes
• Foster homes of relatives 
• Group homes
• Emergency shelters 
• Residential facilities
• Child care institutions
• Pre-adoptive homes
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FOSTER CARE REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

 ESEA sections 1111(h) requires that State and local report 
cards include the following information disaggregated by 
student subgroups, including children in foster care:

1. Information on student achievement on the State mathematics, 
reading/language arts, and science assessments

2. High school graduation rates

EXPECTATIONS FOR REPORTING SEPARATELY ON CHILDREN IN FOSTER CARE
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2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR REPORT CARDS

 In March 2020, all States, DC, PR, and BIE received waivers 
of certain assessment, accountability, and reporting 
requirements for the 2019-2020 school year due to the novel 
coronavirus pandemic.

 Due to these waivers, States will not be required to report 
information on student achievement on the State mathematics, 
reading/language arts, and science assessments.

 States will still be required to report on adjusted cohort 
graduation rates for the 2019-2020 school year.

EXPECTATIONS FOR REPORT CARDS DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC
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SNAPSHOT OF STATE AND LOCAL REPORT 
CARD CHECKLIST
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SNAPSHOT OF STATE AND LOCAL REPORT 
CARD CHECKLIST (CONTINUED)
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EXAMPLE STATE REPORT CARD: TEXAS
EXAMPLE OF INFORMATION ON STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT BY PROFICIENCY

Texas State report card available at: 
https://rptsvr1.tea.texas.gov/perfreport/frc/2019/srch.html

Note: This table has been edited for ease of referencing the “Foster care” student subgroup. 
Texas’s State report card reports this information separately for several other student subgroups.
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EXAMPLE STATE REPORT CARD: MONTANA

9



EXAMPLE SCHOOL DISTRICT REPORT CARD: 
MONTANA

EXAMPLE OF INFORMATION ON STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AND ATTENDANCE

Montana report cards available at: https://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Academic-Success/Every-
Student-Succeeds-Act-ESSA/Report-Card

Note: This table has been edited for ease of referencing the “Foster care” student subgroup. Montana’s 
District report card also reports information separately for several other student subgroups.
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IMPORTANT DATA CONSIDERATIONS

 In providing information that can be cross-tabulated by 
student subgroup, the ESEA requires that the SEA ensure it 
does not reveal personally identifiable information about an 
individual student or include in any subgroup a number of 
students that is insufficient to yield statistically reliable 
information (i.e., less than the State’s minimum n-size for 
reporting purposes), and that it complies with the 
requirements of Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 
(FERPA) (20 U.S.C. 1232g; 34 CFR Part 99).

 Depending on the State’s minimum n-size for reporting 
purpose, the report cards may not be able to report 
disaggregated data for children in foster care status.

 Instead, you may see “ * ” or other notes to indicate that 
there were not enough students in the group to meet the 
State’s n-size requirement for reporting.

MINIMUM N-SIZE REQUIREMENTS AND FERPA
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EXAMPLE SCHOOL REPORT CARD: IDAHO
EXAMPLE OF GRADUATION RATES ON A SCHOOL REPORT CARD

Idaho report cards available at: https://idahoschools.org/

Example of student subgroup not meeting the 
minimum n-size requirements
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OTHER DATA SOURCES: ED DATA EXPRESS

 ED Data Express is a Web site designed to improve the 
public's ability to access and explore high-value state- and 
district-level education data collected by the U.S. Department 
of Education. 

 The site is designed to be interactive and to present the data 
in a clear, easy-to-use manner, with options to download 
information into Excel or manipulate the data within the Web 
site.

 https://eddataexpress.ed.gov/

GENERAL INFORMATION
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OTHER DATA SOURCES: ED DATA EXPRESS
EXAMPLE: DOWNLOADING DATA FOR STATE-LEVEL MATH PROFICIENCY RATES
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OTHER DATA SOURCES: ED DATA EXPRESS
EXAMPLE: VIEWING DOWNLOADED DATA FOR STATE-LEVEL MATH PROFICIENCY RATES

Math proficiency rates

Number of students in subgroup
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OTHER DATA SOURCES: CIVIL RIGHTS DATA COLLECTION

 The Civil Rights Data Collection is a biennial survey on leading civil rights 
indicators related to access and barriers to educational opportunity at the 
early childhood through grade 12 levels. Examples include:

• Student discipline rates.
• Information pertaining to bullying and harassment incidents.
• Pertinent information on teacher demographics.

 Local educational agencies collect this data and report this information to 
the Department; after its cleaned, States then use the data files to include 
this information on their report cards annually.

 The most recent data collection that is available to the public is school 
year 2015-2016 data.

 More data is available that may provide the public information on schools 
that students in foster care status attend at: https://ocrdata.ed.gov/

OTHER INFORMATION THAT MAY BE USEFUL REGARDING FOSTER CARE STUDENTS
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OTHER DATA SOURCES: CIVIL RIGHTS DATA COLLECTION

SNAPSHOT OF CRDC HOMEPAGE | HTTPS://OCRDATA.ED.GOV/
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

 Non-Regulatory Information Document on Report Cards: 
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/03/report-card-guidance-final.pdf

• Document clarifies the reporting requirements and provides information 
States and districts may consider in developing and disseminating report 
cards.

• Includes a comprehensive checklist of report card requirements.
• Specific foster care information is located in questions B-4, D-1, D-3, E-3 & 

Appendix A

 A Parent Guide to State and Local Report Cards: 
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/02/parent-guide-state-local-report-cards.pdf

 Other ESEA Resources including informational documents, letters, etc.: 
www.ed.gov/essa

 Statewide Longitudinal Data System Issue Brief - Data Quality: Striking a Balance 
https://nces.ed.gov/programs/slds/pdf/Data_Quality_Striking_a_Balance_May
2014.pdf
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