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Other than statutory and regulatory requirements included in the document, the contents of this guidance do not have the force and effect of law and are not meant to bind the public in any way. This document is intended only to provide clarity to the public regarding existing requirements under the law or agency policies.

July 5, 2002
MEMORANDUM

TO:  

Impact Aid Applicants Claiming Children on Indian Lands



State Representatives for Impact Aid


Others Interested in the Impact Aid Program

FROM:
Catherine Schagh, Director


Impact Aid Program

SUBJECT:
Indian Policies and Procedures Review--Memorandum #2002-4

The purpose of this memo is to inform you that we are beginning a new project in the Impact Aid Program.  We have observed that the Indian Policies and Procedures documents that many local educational agencies are submitting with their section 8003 applications were adopted a number of years ago and do not appear to have been modified since then.  

Starting with the fiscal year (FY) 2003 applications, we will be performing a comprehensive review of how all Impact Aid recipients that educate children living on Indian lands implement the Indian Policies and Procedures (IPP) requirements specified in the authorizing statute and implementing regulations.  The goal of this review is to ensure that all Impact Aid applicants are in compliance with these statutory requirements, and to provide assistance to those that could improve consultation with the local Indian community.  

We expect that school districts will have current IPPs that have been adopted by the local school authorities within the last three years.  We will also request information showing how the IPPs have been implemented in the local community, such as documentation of announcements related to the IPP process, minutes from school board meetings, and other records showing local Indian community participation in the schools.  Section 8004 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act specifies the Impact Aid IPP requirements, and these are further described by regulation at 34 CFR 222.94.  A copy of the regulations is attached.  

In certain circumstances a school district may receive a waiver of the IPP process from the local tribe(s).  We will be reviewing the applications for districts that receive waivers to ensure that the waiver document submitted with the FY 2003 application was issued by the tribe(s) during the 2001-2002 school year.  

This IPP review will include all of the approximately 630 local educational agencies that receive Impact Aid on behalf of children living on Indian lands.  We will select a number of applicants for review this year, with additional applicants reviewed in each of the subsequent years until all are complete.  We will send letters directly to those school districts selected for review each year, with specific instructions for the submission of updated IPPs and supplemental documentation.  

The attached pamphlet describes in further detail the Indian community participation requirements of the Impact Aid Program.  If you have any questions or need additional explanation of the IPP requirements, please contact the Impact Aid Program at 202-260-3858.   

Attachments

