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Oklahoma State Department of Education (OSDE) 

Waiver Request Pursuant to 34 C.F.R. §200.6(c)(4) 

 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) amended a provision of Title 1 of the Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act of 1965 related to students participating in alternate assessments of 

each State Education Agency’s (SEA’s) statewide assessment. The ESSA requires SEAs to submit 

waiver requests to the U.S. Department of Education in the event they have more than 1.0 

percent of their student testing population participating in the alternate assessment in any 

subject area. OSDE anticipates Oklahoma will exceed the 1.0 percent cap based off preliminary 

data.  

Oklahoma was granted a waiver for the 2018‐2019 school year. The Oklahoma State 

Department of Education (OSDE) is requesting from the Secretary for the United States 

Department of Education an extension of the waiver of the 1.0 percent cap in ESEA section 

1111(b)(2)(D)(i)(I) on the number of students who participate in alternate assessments aligned 

with alternate academic achievement standards (AA‐AAAS) for the 2019‐2020 school year for 

subject areas math, ELA and science. 

Progress has been made in lowering the percentage of students assessed through the 

Oklahoma Alternate Assessment Program (OAAP) over the past three years. Local Education 

Agencies (LEAs) providing Justification Statements for overages, assurances submitted by 

Superintendents and State level support activities such as regional trainings have made a 

positive impact on increasing LEAs’ capacity to identify the most appropriate assessment for 

students with disabilities. OSDE‐SES continues to address this area of need by providing 

supports and exploring new methods in order to maintain progress towards reaching the 1.0 

percent cap. 

OSDE is seeking comments on this waiver extension request. Any individual or organization may 

submit written comments on the proposed waiver pursuant to 34 C.F.R. §200.6(c)(4). 

Comments will be submitted to the U.S. Department of Education. OSDE is providing statewide 

notice by sending a memo through our Special Education listserv and posting the waiver 

application on the Oklahoma State Department of Education, Special Education Services (OSDE‐

SES) webpage. Comments and questions should be submitted to Todd Loftin, Executive Director 

of Special Education Services, at Todd.Loftin@sde.ok.gov. Public comments must be submitted 

no later than 5:00pm Friday, December 6. 2019.   

Update: December 9, 2019; no public comments were received.    
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Section 1: Waiver Request 
Requirement 1 – (§200.6(c)(4)(i)): Submit the waiver request at least 90 days before testing window starts for the relevant 
subject. 
OSDE Response  Supporting Evidence 

OSDE‐SES indicated the dates of its alternate assessment 
testing window, and confirmed that the waiver request was 
being submitted 90 days prior to the beginning of the testing 
window.  

The Oklahoma Alternate Assessment Program’s (OAAP) 
operational window is March 9, 2020 to April 1, 2020.  On 
Tuesday, December 10, 2019, OSDE will submit a waiver 
request to the U.S. Department of Education for the subject 
areas of math, reading, and science.  

 Date that is 90 days prior to the start date for the OAAP: 
December 10, 2019 

 OAAP Year‐End Operational Window (required) 3/9 ‐
5/1/2020 

 Instructionally Embedded (IE) assessments are for 
instructional purposes and is optional for LEAs. The IE 
window is 9/9 ‐ 2/26/2020  

 The OAAP testing schedule is disseminated through the 
Special Education Listserv and is posted to the OAAP 
Webpage. A memo on Sept 3, 2019 (Attachment 1) was 
sent to LEAs through the Special Education Listserv 
detailing the testing schedules.  
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Requirement 2 (A) ‐ (§200.6(c)(4)(ii)(A)): Provide State‐level data from the current or previous year that shows the number 
and percent in each subgroup who took the alternate assessment in the subject area. 
2018‐2019 Oklahoma Student Participation in ELA by Subgroup 

 Subgroup 
Number participating in statewide 
assessment (ELA) 

Number participating in 
OAAP 

Percent participating in 
OAAP 

All students  351088  5797  1.65% 

Black  30096  714  2.37% 

White  168872  2736  1.62% 

Hispanic  63416  902  1.42% 

Economically disadvantaged  206950  4118  1.99% 

English Learner  28032  550  1.96% 

Homeless  9175  197  2.15% 

 

2018‐2019 Oklahoma Student Participation in Math by Subgroup 

 Subgroup 
Number participating in statewide 
assessment (Math) 

Number participating in 
OAAP 

Percent participating in 
OAAP 

All students  350827  5779  1.65% 

Black  30043  711  2.36% 
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White  168784  2728  1.62% 

Hispanic  63359  899  1.42% 

Economically disadvantaged  206703  4103  1.98% 

English Learner  27999  549  1.96% 

Homeless  9141  197  2.16% 

 

2018‐2019 Oklahoma Student Participation in Science by Subgroup 

 Subgroup 
Number participating in statewide 
assessment (Science) 

Number participating in 
OAAP 

Percent participating in 
OAAP 

All students  144474  2336  1.62% 

Black  12160  290  2.38% 

White  71129  1155  1.62% 

Hispanic  25144  334  1.33% 

Economically disadvantaged  81272  1628  2.00% 

English Learner  9075  218  2.40% 

Homeless  3478  75  2.16% 
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Requirement 2 (B) ‐ (§200.6(c)(4)(ii)(B)): Provide State‐level data from the current or previous year on the overall 
assessment participation rate for all students and for students with disabilities. 

Year 
Report 
Subgroup 

Subject 
Group 

Numerator  Denominator 
Participation 
Rate 

2019  All Students  Math  345048  348194  99.10% 

2019  All Students  Reading  345291  348246  99.15% 

2019  All Students  Science  142138  144360  98.46% 

2019  Individualized Education Program  Math  52971  53894  98.29% 

2019  Individualized Education Program  Reading  53006  53884  98.37% 

2019  Individualized Education Program  Science  20394  20953  97.33% 

 

Requirement 3 (A) – (§200.6(c)(4)(iii)(A)): Provide assurance that districts over 1.0 percent participation in the alternate 
assessment followed the state’s participation guidelines. 
OSDE Response  Supporting Evidence 

OSDE‐SES provided an assurance that it has verified that each 
district with more than 1.0 percent participation in the OAAP 
followed the state’s guidelines for participation.  

Assurance statements regarding the responsibility of IEP teams 
to follow the alternate assessment participation requirements 
are gathered annually from all LEA Superintendents before 
distributing funding. The OSDE‐SES utilizes an online grants 
management system to gather these assurance statements.  
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All LEAs that exceeded the 1.0 cap for the 2017‐2018 school 
year were required to provide assurance statements signed by 
the LEA’s Superintendent that IEP teams utilize the State 
established criteria identified in the Criteria Checklist for 
Assessing Students with Disabilities on Alternate Assessments 
when determining the most appropriate summative assessment 
for students with disabilities (Attachments 2, 3, and 4) . These 
statements were required to be submitted to OSDE‐SES no later 
than August 15, 2019.  
 
In addition, LEAs that exceeded the participation cap were 
placed in to three tiers based off the percentage they exceeded 
the 1.0 percent cap. OSDE‐SES assigned various levels of 
oversite activities to each tier, which included requiring IEP 
team members to complete an online professional 
development module based off of identifying students with the 
most significant cognitive disabilities using the OSDE‐SES 
established criteria. OSDE‐SES will use the same 
support/intervention system for the LEAs that exceeded the cap 
in the 2018‐2019 school year.     
 
For the 2019‐2020 school year, LEAs that anticipate exceeding 
the 1.0 percent cap must notify OSDE‐SES prior to the start of 
the year‐end operational window. LEAs expecting to exceed the 
1.0 alternate assessment participation percentage for their 
testing population will then complete an online Justification 
Statement survey (Attachment 5). The requirement for 
completing the survey will be disseminated by the Office of 
Assessment and by Special Education Services. The survey will 
open in January and is due in early February.   
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Requirement 3 (B) – (§200.6(c)(4)(iii)(B)): Provide assurance that any disproportionality in students taking the alternate 
assessment will be addressed. 
OSDE Response  Supporting Evidence 

Oklahoma has provided an assurance that it has verified that 
each LEA with more than 1.0 percent participation in the OAAP 
will address any disproportionality in participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

The OSDE‐SES addresses disproportionality in the percentage of 
students in any subgroup taking the alternate assessment 
through the following activities:  

 Providing professional development for the participation 
guidelines for Oklahoma’s alternate assessment; and 

 Addressing disproportionalities in subgroups within LEAs 
through a 3 tier intervention/support system. 

 
Statewide OAAP participation by subgroup is available on the 
OAAP Webpage (See Attachment 6). The Oklahoma IDEA B 
Panel group will address disproportionality in participation in 
the OAAP during FY2020. OSDE‐SES seeks input from the IDEA B 
Panel in establishing a discrepancy rate and measureable 
specific time‐bound goals in order to for to reduce 
disproportionalities in OAAP participation and reduce 
participation rates in the OAAP.  
  
OSDE‐SES will continue to provide targeted technical assistance, 
in the form of integrated monitoring as part of Oklahoma’s 
Differentiated Monitoring Results, to increase the capacity for 
LEAs to identify disproportionate representation of subgroups 
in assessment participation.       
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Requirement 4 (A) – (§200.6(c)(4)(iv)(A)): Submit a plan and timeline by which the State will improve the implementation of 
its participation guidelines, including if necessary, revising its definition of “students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities” in future school years. 
OSDE Response  Supporting Evidence 

Oklahoma provided a plan and timeline for future school years 
for improving its guidelines, including its definition of students 
with the most significant cognitive disabilities.  

The OSDE‐SES worked in conjunction with three groups of 
stakeholders during the 2017‐18 school year to develop a state 
definition of “students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities” (Attachment 7). The definition has been included in 
the required professional development module regarding the 
Oklahoma Alternate Assessment Program (OAAP) participation 
criteria. This module is available in the statewide online IEP 
system and is posted to the OAAP webpage. In addition, LEAs 
may request print copies of the State definition from OSDE‐SES 
to provide to IEP team members.  
 
The OSDE‐SES provided live webinars and regional in‐person 
trainings (Attachment 8) in the fall of 2019. A portion of the 
training focused on identifying students with the most 
significant cognitive disabilities using the State definition. Both 
the online module and in‐person professional development 
training addresses factors related to the cognitive functioning 
and adaptive behavior of students so that IEP teams are able to 
make informed decisions based off comprehensive evaluation 
data.  

 February 2019: LEAs exceeding the cap, based off 2017‐
18 assessment data, were placed into a three tiered 
intervention/support system. 
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 August 15, 2019: LEAs in Tier 2 and Tier 3 were required 
to submit evidence demonstrating IEP team members 
had completed a professional development module 
based off of identifying students with the most 
significant cognitive disabilities using the OSDE‐SES 
established criteria and State definition of “students 
with the most significant cognitive disabilities.” 

 August 15, 2019: OSDE‐SES began providing additional 
oversight to LEAs in response to receiving their 
Justification Statements.  

 Sept 27 – Oct 25, 2019: The OSDE‐SES provided 8 
regional in‐person trainings and two webinars which 
were made available to all LEAs. The training’s topics 
included utilizing the State definition of “students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities” to better 
inform IEP team members when choosing the 
appropriate assessment for students with disabilities.  

 Fall 2019 – Prong II Verification of Continuous 
Compliance for Tier 3 LEAs 

 October 11, 2019: The State definition of "students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities" was added to 
the statewide online IEP program. 

 December 2019 – February 2020: OSDE‐SES Alternate 
Assessment Monitoring, based off 2018‐19 data, will 
begin. 

 February 2020: The Oklahoma Alternate Assessment 
Program Advisory Panel seeks to evaluate the effects of 
events used in the prior year to improve the 
implementation of OAAP participation for the State of 
Oklahoma, including reviewing the State established 
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criteria identified in the Criteria Checklist for Assessing 
Students with Disabilities on Alternate Assessments.  

Requirement 4 (B) – (§200.6(c)(4)(iv)(B)): Submit a plan and timeline by which the State will take additional steps to support 
and provide appropriate oversight to each LEA that the state anticipates will assess more than 1.0 percent with the 
alternate assessment. 
OSDE Response  Supporting Evidence 

Oklahoma provided a plan and timeline for additional steps it 
will take to support and provide appropriate oversight of 
districts expected to assess more than 1.0 percent. 

 December 2019: OSDE will begin notifying all districts 
that they are required to complete a justification form if 
they anticipate exceeding the cap for the upcoming 
operational window. 

 February 2020: LEAs that exceeded the cap for the 2018‐
2019 school year will be placed into a three tiered 
intervention/support system (See Attachment 9). Tiered 
support/intervention and monitoring activities will take 
place in March 2020. 

 

Requirement 4 (C) – (§200.6(c)(4)(iv)(C)): Submit a plan and timeline by which the State will address any disproportionality 
in the percentage of students taking the alternate assessment. 
OSDE Response  Supporting Evidence 

Oklahoma provided a plan and timeline for addressing any 
disproportionality.  

The plan for addressing any disproportionality in the 
percentage of students in any subgroup participating in the 
OAAP begins when LEAs complete their Justification for 
Exceeding 1.0 Percent OAAP Participation surveys in February 
2020. LEAs expecting to exceed the cap will: 

 Complete a disproportionality analysis of alternate 
assessment data by subgroup, such as race/ethnicity, 
gender, English learner and students eligible for free or 
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reduced price school meals for districts expecting to 
exceed their participation cap for 2020; and 

 Provide assurance that they are addressing any 
disproportionality in the percentage of students in any 
subgroup taking the OAAP. OSDE‐SES staff will provide 
technical assistance to LEA leaders to identify any trends 
or issues. 

OSDE‐SES will provide LEAs that fall into Tier 2 for two 
consecutive years with their data related to 
disproportionality of students by subgroups 

 

Requirement 5 – (§200.6(c)(4)(v)): Demonstrate substantial progress toward each component of the prior year’s plan and 
timeline, which was required under Requirement 4 (C). 

School Year  District Name  Subject 
OAAP Student 
Count 

Total Students 
Tested 

OAAP Percentage 

2019  State Total  Math  5779  350827  1.65% 

2019  State Total  Reading  5797  351088  1.65% 

2019  State Total  Science  2336  144474  1.62% 

2018  State Total  Math  5747  345792  1.66% 

2018  State Total  Reading  5759  345476  1.67% 

2018  State Total  Science  2293  144879  1.58% 

2017  State Total  Math  5840  346763  1.68% 
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2017  State Total  Reading  5852  346316  1.69% 

2017  State Total  Science  2167  128009  1.69% 

 

OSDE Response  Supporting Evidence 

Oklahoma showed that it made progress toward its prior year’s 
plan and timeline.  

Since 2006 Oklahoma has experienced a teacher shortage 
where an estimated 30,000 educators have left the profession. 
This has led to an increase of non‐traditionally certified special 
education teachers in the classroom. In addition, the statewide 
student population in Oklahoma has increased since 2017.  
Because of these factors, OSDE‐SES will seek to work with 
stakeholders to establish a definition of what substantial 
progress looks like for Oklahoma in the area of alternate 
assessment participation rates. 
 
Oklahoma has made progress in decreasing the alternate 
assessment participation rate since 2017. OSDE‐SES realizes 
there is more progress that can be made and is actively working 
towards this realization. OSDE‐SES has identified the need to 
increase LEAs’ capacity to make informed assessment decisions 
and responded by providing nine regional professional 
development opportunities fall 2019. As a preventative 
component that was not previously in place, districts now must 
submit a waiver prior to the operational testing window if they 
anticipate exceeding the 1.0 percent cap. OSDE‐SES is also 
providing ongoing support and interventions through the 
current school year in the form of regular webinars, targeted 
desktop monitorings, and OAAP Memos.  



OAAP Update: Sept. 3, 2019

2019-2020 OAAP Year-End Testing Schedule 

Test Administrator Training Protocol 
All test administrators may begin completing training courses. 

Courses are accessed in the Moodle training site at http://training.dynamiclearningmaps.org/. The DLM 

system will only assign training courses to users assigned a teacher role in Educator Portal. District 

administrators who would like to complete DLM training must assign themselves a teacher role.  

 All training must be completed before administering the DLM assessment.

 Each post-test must be completed with a score of 80% or better. All post-tests must be

successfully completed in order for the entire training course to be complete.

Guide to DLM Required Administrator Training 2019-2020 

DLM Instructionally Embedded Assessments (Optional) 
Window: September 9th – February 26th 

Instructionally embedded assessments are computer-delivered alternate assessments that are intended 

to integrate classroom instruction and assessment in a cycle throughout the year. These assessments 

are only used during the instructionally embedded window. Find out more about instructionally 

embedded assessments here: 

Instructionally Embedded Assessments 

OAAP In-Person Trainings 
In-person trainings for the OAAP are being offered Fall 2019, starting September 27th. 

2019-2020 In-Person OAAP Training Schedule and Registration Links 

Student Enrollments 
Students have been uploaded into Kite. Districts may begin creating rosters for their teachers now. 

District enrollment is based off data in OK EdPlan from 8/25/2019. Any student marked as taking the 

OAAP after 8/25/2019 will need to be uploaded into Kite manually by the DTC. Contact the DLM OK 

Service Desk at 1-844-261-6481 or DLM-support@ku.edu for support.  

OAAP Resources 

https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/okl

ahoma 

https://sde.ok.gov/assessment 

If you need support with Kite, (e.g., 

creating rosters, accessing test 

scores, or enrolling students) contact 

the OK Service Desk: 1-844-261-6481 

http://training.dynamiclearningmaps.org/
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/Guide_to_Required_Training_YE_Oklahoma.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/StateBonusItems/IE_Assessments_Flyer_YE_Version.pdf
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/OAAP%20Training%20Registration%202019-2020.pdf
mailto:DLM-support@ku.edu
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/oklahoma
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/oklahoma
https://sde.ok.gov/assessment


August 2019 

Tier 1 

Federal law,  34 C.F.R. 200.6(c)(2), requires State Education Agencies  to limit the number of students 

assessed in each subject area with an alternate assessment to no more than one 1 percent of the total 

tested population.   Any state assessing more than 1 percent with an alternate assessment must request 

an alternate assessment participation waiver and improve the implementation of its alternate assessment 

participation guidelines.  This includes collecting assurance statements from LEAs that IEP teams are 

following state guidelines when making assessment decisions and justification statements identifying why 

more than 1 percent of the total tested population was assessed with an alternate assessment.  

Your LEA assessed more than 1 percent of its total tested population with an alternate assessment during 

the 2017-2018 school year. This resulted in a Tier 1 designation in Oklahoma’s 1% Alternate Assessment 

Participation Waiver plan approved through the United States Department of Education.  Please provide 

justification for assessing more than 1% of your total tested population with an alternate assessment and 

an assurance statement that IEP teams are adhering to the alternate assessment participation criteria in 

the space provided below.  This justification/assurance statement must be received by the Oklahoma 

State Department of Education, Special Education Services (OSDE-SES) no later than August 15, 2019. 

In addition to completing the Assurance/Justification form, we are requesting that relevant personnel 

(Special Education teachers, district leadership, building leadership…) in your school district complete the 

online professional development module that has been provided through the Pepper platform in the 

Oklahoma EdPlan system.  The module contains information about the alternate assessment participation 

criteria and making appropriate assessment decisions.  The module was developed to provide assistance 

to IEP teams when making assessment decisions. 

Justification 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Required professional development module was completed by all pertinent district personnel. 

_______(Superintendent signature_________________________________ 

Assurance statement from single sign on 



August 2019 

Tier 2 

Federal law,  34 C.F.R. 200.6(c)(2), requires State Education Agencies  to limit the number of students 

assessed in each subject area with an alternate assessment to no more than one 1 percent of the total 

tested population.   Any state assessing more than 1 percent with an alternate assessment must request 

an alternate assessment participation waiver and improve the implementation of its alternate assessment 

participation guidelines.  This includes collecting assurance statements from LEAs that IEP teams are 

following state guidelines when making assessment decisions and justification statements identifying why 

more than 1 percent of the total tested population was assessed with an alternate assessment.  

Your LEA assessed more than 3 percent of its total tested population with an alternate assessment during 

the 2017-2018 school year. This resulted in a Tier 2 designation in the 1% Alternate Assessment 

Participation Waiver plan approved through the United States Department of Education.  Please provide 

justification for assessing more than 1% of your total tested population with an alternate assessment and 

an assurance statement that IEP teams are adhering to the alternate assessment participation criteria in 

the space provided below.  This justification/assurance statement must be received by the Oklahoma 

State Department of Education, Special Education Services (OSDE-SES) no later than August 15, 2019. 

In addition to completing the Assurance/Justification form, we are requiring that relevant personnel 

(Special Education teachers, district leadership, building leadership…) in your school district complete the 

online professional development module that has been provided through the Pepper platform in the 

Oklahoma EdPlan system.  The module contains information about the alternate assessment participation 

criteria and making appropriate assessment decisions.  The module was developed to provide assistance 

to IEP teams when making assessment decisions.  In addition, you are invited to send one representative 

from your school district to the DLM/Alternate Assessment Participation workshop.  The addresses, 

training times, and dates are below. 

June 20, 2019 

Registration 8:30 – 9:00am 
Workshop 9:00 – 12:00pm 
Central Technology Center 
1720 S Main Street 
Sapulpa, Ok. 

June 21, 2019 
Registration 8:30 – 9:00am 

Workshop 9:00 – 12:00pm 
Francis Tuttle Technology Center –Reno Campus 
Room A1020 
7301 W Reno Ave 
Oklahoma City, Ok 



August 2019 

Required professional development module was completed by all pertinent district personnel. 

Superintendent signature     _________________________________________________ 

Justification 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 



August 2019 

Tier 3 

Federal law,  34 C.F.R. 200.6(c)(2), requires State Education Agencies  to limit the number of students 

assessed in each subject area with an alternate assessment to no more than one 1 percent of the total 

tested population.   Any state assessing more than 1 percent with an alternate assessment must request 

an alternate assessment participation waiver and improve the implementation of its alternate assessment 

participation guidelines.  This includes collecting assurance statements from LEAs that IEP teams are 

following state guidelines when making assessment decisions and justification statements identifying why 

more than 1 percent of the total tested population was assessed with an alternate assessment.  

Your LEA assessed more than 5 percent of its total tested population with an alternate assessment during 

the 2017-2018 school year. This resulted in a Tier 3 designation in Oklahoma’s 1% Alternate Assessment 

Participation Waiver plan approved through the United States Department of Education.  Please provide 

justification for assessing more than 1% of your total tested population with an alternate assessment and 

an assurance statement that IEP teams are adhering to the alternate assessment participation criteria in 

the space provided below.  This justification/assurance statement must be received by the Oklahoma 

State Department of Education, Special Education Services (OSDE-SES) no later than August 15, 2019. 

In addition to completing the Assurance/Justification form, we are requiring that relevant personnel 

(Special Education teachers, district leadership, building leadership…) in your school district attend the 

DLM/Alternate Assessment Participation workshop.  The addresses, training times, and dates are below. 

June 20, 2019 

Registration 8:30 – 9:00am 

Workshop 9:00 – 12:00pm 

Central Technology Center 

1720 S Main Street 

Sapulpa, Ok

June 21, 2019 

Registration 8:30 – 9:00am 

Workshop 9:00 – 12:00pm 

Francis Tuttle Technology Center –Reno Campus 

Room A1020 

7301 W Reno Ave 

Oklahoma City, Ok 



August 2019 

Justification 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Required professional development module was completed by all pertinent district personnel. 

Superintendent signature_________________________________ 

Assurance statement from single sign on 
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2020 Justification for Exceeding 1.0 Percent 
OAAP Participation Template 
The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires Oklahoma to ensure the number of students assessed 

with the OAAP in Math, ELA and Science does not exceed 1.0 percent of the statewide student testing 

population. If your district is anticipating more than 1.0 percent of your testing population will 

participate in the OAAP for the 2020 spring operational window, complete the following survey by 

February 6, 2020. 

District staff may utilize this template prior to completing the online survey. This template is designed to 

be a reference when completing the online survey and is for your own records. 

Online Survey due February 6, 2020: 
2020 Justification for Exceeding 1.0 Percent OAAP Participation 
 
For questions related to the survey, contact the Oklahoma State Department of Education, Special 

Education Services at (405) 521-3351 or kurt.johnson@sde.ok.gov 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

District Name: 

Director of Special Education: 

Email Address: 

1. Did all IEP teams use the OAAP participation guidelines found in The Criteria Checklist for 

Assessing Students with Disabilities on Alternate Assessments to make participation decisions? 

 

2. Are IEP teams confident when applying the OAAP criteria guidelines when making assessment 

participation decisions? 

a. What resources, technical assistance, or professional development would benefit IEP 

teams when making assessment participation decisions? 

 

 

3. Small district sizes impact OAAP participation percentages. For example, a district with a testing 

population of 180 students that has two students taking the OAAP would equal 1.11%. What is 

your district's projected testing population for the 2019-2020 operational window? 

https://osde.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3dRWs9ei2mi5Su1
mailto:kurt.johnson@sde.ok.gov
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4. Is there a medical facility, care home, or group homes within your district that impact the

number of students participating in the OAAP?

a. If so, please describe the care facility. Do not use any personally identifiable

information.

5. Are there any other factors unique to your district that might cause an unusual spike in the

number of students participating in the OAAP?

a. If so, please describe these factors. Do not use any personally identifiable information.

6. District Level Data: Enter the percentage of OAAP assessments for Math and ELA for the 2018

and 2019. Enter the projected OAAP participation in Math and ELA for 2020.

OAAP Participation expected to exceed 1.0% for 2020

Formula: OAAP Students / Testing Population (Total Students Tested Grades 3-8, 11) = N; N x 100 = % of 

OAAP Assessments 

School Year 

(2020 

Projection) 

Subject 
OAAP Student 

Count 

Total 

Students 

Tested 

OAAP Percentage 

Example 2 180 1.11% 

2020 MATH 

2020 ELA 

2019 MATH 

2019 ELA 

2018 MATH 

2018 ELA 
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7. Does the district have a current plan or is the district developing a plan to increase IEP teams'

capacity for identifying the most appropriate assessment for students with disabilities?

a. If so, what is the district's specific, measurable goal in addressing decision making for

identifying the correct students for the OAAP? Do not use any personally identifiable

information.

b. Describe the process, training, and steps the district will use to meet the percentage

goal reduction proposed above. Include how teachers of students with significant

cognitive abilities are included in the goal development and implementation of the plan.

Do not use any personally identifiable information.

8. Disproportionality: Are there any significant differences between the subgroups of students

participating in the OAAP compared to the Oklahoma State Testing Program (OSTP)? Explain

how the district is addressing disproportionality identified in areas that include, but are not

limited to student's IEP disability category, grade level, race, and gender for students

participating in the OAAP.

9. Parent Participation: How does the district support parents in participating in the IEP team

decision for their child to participate in the OAAP?



 

Oklahoma State Department of Education, Special Education Services | October 2019 

 

 

Oklahoma Alternate Assessment Program 
(OAAP) Participation Rates SY2018 
Math 2017-2018, by subgroup  
  

  Number 
participating in the 
OSTP 

Number 
participating in the 
OAAP 

Percent participating 
in the OAAP  

All students 345,795 5,747 1.66% 

Black  29,660 764 2.57% 

White 167,996 2,728 1.62% 

Hispanic 60,916 824 1.35% 

Economically 
disadvantaged 

221,263 4,396 1.99% 

English Learner 25,245 536 2.12% 

Homeless 9,253 182 1.96% 
 
Figures for English/Language Arts participation showed similar results by subgroup. The overall 
participation percentage for ELA was 1.67 and Science was 1.58, respectively.  
 
District level participation rates for SY2018 are available upon request by contacting the Oklahoma State 
Department of Education, Special Education Services division.  
 



July 20, 2018 | Oklahoma State Department of Education, Special Education Services 

State Definition of “students with the most significant cognitive 

disabilities” 34 CFR § 200.6(d)(1)

Students with the most significant cognitive disabilities have limited conceptual skills, written 

language skills, and understanding of numerical concepts such as quantity, time, and money. 

Vocabulary and grammar are quite limited and augmentative communication devices are often 

necessary to communicate with others. They tend to focus on present, everyday events and 

rarely attempt to analyze or expand on new ideas and concepts through spoken language.  Skill 

acquisition and measurable gains on grade-level alternate academic achievement standards 

require extensive, direct individualized instruction. These students require substantial supports 

for all activities of daily living including meal preparation, dressing, grooming, and personal 

hygiene.  Their personal safety is dependent upon constant supervision and will be a concern 

throughout their lifetime. 



August 27, 2019 | Oklahoma State Department of Education, Special Education Services 

2019-2020 OAAP In-Person Trainings 

The Office of Special Education Services is offering in-person trainings this fall for the Oklahoma 

Alternate Assessment Program (OAAP). This training will cover the Dynamic Learning Maps 

(DLM) Alternate Assessment System regarding Instructionally Embedded (IE) Assessments and 

Year-End Assessments (YE). In addition, information regarding the 1.0 Percent Participation Cap 

will also be presented.  

This training is designed for directors and Severe/Profound special education teachers 

administering the OAAP. Due to limited seating, we recommend districts send their special 

education director and no more than 1-2 teachers per grade span. This is not a required training 

for the alternate assessment. A recorded training will be posted on the OSDE website later this 

fall semester. 

Click Here to Register for In-Person Training 

Not available to attend in person? A live online training via WebEx will take place Wednesday, 

October 23, 2019 from 10:00 – 12:00 pm.  

Click Here to Register for Live Online Event 

For more information regarding the trainings, please contact The Office of Special Education 

Services at (405) 521-3351. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ZHgwmpg-CE-5CnKLYs8yxTvNQBpzj0tLjTs7TnMG9QJUN1E0SE9HMzhEU0VKUklTSkNXVTdHREhGUC4u
https://oksdeevents.webex.com/oksdeevents/onstage/g.php?MTID=e6dc155a2970f69d7fb3566ac8bd46f87


August 27, 2019 | Oklahoma State Department of Education, Special Education Services 

2019-2020 OAAP Training Schedule 

Place Date Time
Sapulpa | Central 

Technology Center, 1720 S. 
Main St. Sapulpa, OK 74066; 
Located in the Seminar 
Center (Maximum 100) 

Friday, September 27, 2019 Morning Session ~or~ 
Afternoon Session 

10:00 – 12:00 pm or 1:00 – 
3:00 pm 

McAlester | Kiamichi 

Technology Center, 301 
Kiamichi Drive 
McAlester, OK 74501; 
Located in Room 718 
(Maximum 50) 

Tuesday, October 1, 2019 10:00 – 12:00 pm 

Sayre | Western Technology 

Center, 2002 N.E. Hwy. 66 
Sayre, OK 73662; Located in 
the Seminar Center 
(Maximum 60) 

Wednesday, October 9, 2019 10:00 – 12:00 pm 

Woodward | High Plains 

Technology Center,      
3921 34th Street 
Woodward, OK 73801; 
Located in Room 201B 
(Maximum 50) 

Monday, October 21, 2019 10:00 – 12:00 pm 

Online – Live WebEx 

Click Here to Register 

Wednesday, October 23, 
2019 

10:00 – 12:00pm 

Oklahoma City | Moore 

Norman Technology Center, 
South Penn Campus 13301 S. 
Pennsylvania Oklahoma City, 
OK 73170; Located in 
Conference Room DE 
(Maximum 100) 

Friday, October 25 Morning Session ~or~ 
Afternoon Session 

10:00 – 12:00 pm or 1:00 – 
3:00 pm 

https://oksdeevents.webex.com/oksdeevents/onstage/g.php?MTID=e6dc155a2970f69d7fb3566ac8bd46f87
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OSDE-SES Alternate Assessment Tiered Intervention/Support System 

Tier 1: LEAs slightly to moderately over the 1 percent participation cap for the 2018-2019 

school year are required to provide justification for assessing more than 1% with an alternate 

assessment and an assurance statement regarding following the alternate assessment eligibility 

criteria. The following professional development opportunities are offered: 

 Regional professional development workshops and live webinars;

 Informing parent groups about participation guidelines and implications of participation

in the OAAP; and

 Technical support and guidance consisting of phone support and small group/individual

training sessions.

Concepts covered in these supports included: 

 Using the Participation Guidelines to make assessment participation decisions;

 Helping fellow IEP team members understand the criteria for participation in the

alternate assessment;

 Selecting, implementing and evaluating accessibility features and accommodations for

instruction and assessments;

 Having high expectations for all students regardless of the severity of disability; and

 Understanding and communicating to parents the implications of student participation

in the alternate assessment.

Tier 2: LEAs moderately over the 1 percent participation cap for the 2018-2019 school year are 

required to provide justification for assessing more than 1% with an alternate assessment and 

an assurance statement regarding following the alternate assessment eligibility criteria. The 

following professional development opportunities are offered: 

 Regional professional development workshops and live webinars; and

 Technical support and guidance consisting of phone support and small group/individual

training sessions.

Concepts covered in these supports included: 

 Using the Participation Guidelines to make assessment participation decisions;

 Helping fellow IEP team members understand the criteria for participation in the

alternate assessment;

 Selecting, implementing and evaluating accessibility features and accommodations for

instruction and assessments; and

 Understanding and communicating to parents the implications of student participation

in the alternate assessment.



Special Education Services | November 1, 2019 

Tier 2 Year 2: LEAs moderately over the 1 percent participation cap for two consecutive years 

are required to provide justification for assessing more than 1% with an alternate assessment 

and an assurance statement regarding following the alternate assessment eligibility criteria. 

Tier 2 Year 2 interventions/supports consist of all Tier 2 requirements and the following 

additional activities:   

 Corrective Action Plan with Root Cause Analysis;

 Additional data analysis; and

 Completion of required professional development module(s) for IEP team members.

In addition to the optional supports provided above, completion of an online professional 

development module will be required again this fall.  This module will be available to all LEAs 

but will be required of Tier 2 and Tier 3 LEAs. 

Tier 3: Tier 3 intervention/support were provided to LEAs significantly over the 1 percent 

participation cap. Tier 3 interventions/supports consisted of all Tier 2 requirements and the 

following additional activities:   

 Additional data analysis;

 Comprehensive assessment monitoring; and

 Required support/training for LEA leadership.

The data analysis begins with looking at LEAs who assessed more than 5% of the tested 

population with an alternate assessment during the 2019 school year. The size of the total 

student population is taken into account as well as the existence of any special schools or long-

term residential facilities for medically fragile children with severe/profound disabilities.  IEPs in 

LEAs with higher percentages of students assessed with the alternate assessment are reviewed 

with a focus on cognitive and adaptive behavior testing data and categorical identification 

under the IDEA.  The OSDE-SES does not promote the idea that certain disability categories 

deem a student ineligible for an alternate assessment, however the data can help monitoring 

staff develop a better understanding of the professional development needs in the LEA. The 

analysis of two years of assessment data indicates that many of our more concerning LEAs have 

decreased the number of students assessed via the alternate assessment. The OSDE-SES 

projects that the data analysis performed will result in the need to perform a comprehensive 

assessment monitoring of 10-15 LEAs which will include file reviews and required training for 

LEA leadership and special education staff. 



CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN      
ON-SITE COMPLIANCE REVIEW 

OSDE-SES 
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Root Cause Analysis 

To complete this analysis, focus on the things you can control in your district. 

Problem - Formalize the problem and describe it completely. (i.e. Why IDEA compliance was not  achieved.) 

Why did this occur? – Determine what happened to cause the problem. 

Is this a root cause? – Determine whether this is a symptom or root cause. 

Counter measure – The action or set of actions that will prevent the problem arising again. 

Problem: 

Why did this occur (1)? Root Cause? 

___ No     ___ Yes 

Counter Measure: 

Why did this occur (2)? Root Cause? 

___ No     ___ Yes 

Why did this occur (3)? Root Cause? 

___ No     ___ Yes 

Why did this occur (4)? Root Cause? 

___ No     ___ Yes 

Why did this occur (5)? Root Cause? 

___ No     ___ Yes 

Attach additional pages as needed. 



DYNAMIC LEARNING 
MAPS ASSESSMENT

Information for Families

What are the Oklahoma Essential Elements (EEs)?
•	 The Oklahoma Essential Elements (EEs) are alternate achievement  
	 standards in English language arts, mathematics and science. The  
	 EEs were developed to satisfy the U.S. Department of Education  
	 requirement that Oklahoma have alternate achievement standards  
	 for students with significant cognitive disabilities that 
•	 clearly link to grade-level academic content standards, 
•	 promote access to the general curriculum, and 
•	 reflect professional judgment of the highest expectation possible. 

Information about the Oklahoma Essential Elements can be found at 
https://sde.ok.gov/assessment.

What are the Benefits of the DLM Alternate Assessment?
The DLM alternate assessment:

•	 Allows students to receive instruction that is highly relevant to them.
•	 Enables schools to document academic growth.
•	 Informs IEP teams of student strengths and needs, allowing  
	 celebration of successes and assistance with planning future  
	 instruction.
•	 Helps teachers gauge student progress in relation to state academic  
	 standards.

Office of Special Education Services
(405) 521-3351

sde.ok.gov/special-education

sde.ok.gov/special-education

https://sde.ok.gov/assessment
https://sde.ok.gov/special-education
https://sde.ok.gov/special-education


All children can meet high standards
The Oklahoma Alternate Assessment Program (OAAP) is a 
component of the Oklahoma School Testing Program (OSTP) 
and is designed for students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities. These students generally represent 1% of the total 
tested population of students. Alternate assessments are used to 
evaluate the performance of students who are unable to participate 
in general state assessments, even with accommodations. Alternate 
assessments provide a way for students to show what they know 
and what they can do, and to be included in the educational 
accountability system.

Who are students with the most significant 
cognitive disabilities?
Students with significant cognitive disabilities have limited 
conceptual skills, written language skills, and understanding of 
numerical concepts such as quantity, time, and money. Vocabulary 
and grammar are quite limited and augmentative communication 
devices are often necessary to communicate with others. They tend 
to focus on present, everyday events and rarely attempt to analyze 
or expand on new ideas and concepts through spoken language.  
Skill acquisition and generalization in all areas requires intensive 
direct instruction and repetition across multiple settings. These 
individuals require extensive support for all activities of daily living 
including meal preparation, dressing, grooming, and personal 
hygiene.  Their personal safety is dependent upon constant 
supervision and will be a concern throughout their lifetime.

Why does my student have to take assessments?
Students with disabilities on an Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) must be included in all state and district-wide 
assessments. The IEP team determines annually how the student 
will participate in state and district-wide assessments - with 
or without accommodations, or using alternate assessment. In 
order to participate in the OAAP, students must require alternate 
achievement standards in all content areas and must have an IEP 
containing rigorous, measurable goals that include short-term 
goals/objectives.

Emerging Approaching
Target At Target Advanced

What is the Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) 
assessment? 
The OAAP mirrors the general assessment system in regards to 
grade levels and subjects assessed.  The subject areas assessed are: 
English Language Arts and Mathematics for students in grades 3-8, 
and 11; Science for students in grades 5, 8, and 11; and US History 
for students in grade 11.  Assessments are delivered through the 
Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) Alternate Assessment, which is an 
online platform. For some students, teachers present the items and 
enter the student’s response into the online platform.

What type of scores will be provided?
DLM has developed an individual student score report summary, 
as well as the Performance Profile and the Learning Profile. These 
reports are designed to help students, parents, and educators 
identify specific areas of strength and need relative to the grade-
level Oklahoma Essential Elements. The Performance Profile 
summarizes how your student performed on the content area 
assessment. DLM performance levels, as defined by educators, 
are presented as: Emerging, Approaching Target, At Target, and 
Advanced. The Learning Profile shows your student’s performance 
relative to specific Essential Elements. More information about 
score reports can be found at https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/
oklahoma.

3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th

ELA √ √ √ √ √ √ √
MATH √ √ √ √ √ √ √

SCIENCE √ √ √
HISTORY √

DLM ASSESSMENT | INFORMATION FOR FAMILIES OKLAHOMA STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/oklahoma
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/oklahoma
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