September 26, 2003

The Honorable Susan Tave Zelman

Superintendent of Public Instruction

Ohio Department of Education

25 South Front Street, Mail Stop 702

Columbus, Ohio 43215-4183

Dear Superintendent Zelman:

Based on the information provided to us in your letters of Apri1 18 and August 27th, 2003 Ohio has met all outstanding conditions of its accountability plan except one. The one remaining issue relates to the use of the uniform averaging procedure in making AYP decisions. Please refer to my letter from September 5th for information about this requested information.

Also, the accountability plan amendments submitted by Ohio are approved and may be implemented as described. I appreciate Ohio's efforts to meet the Title I requirements and your cooperation during the entire peer renew process.

If, over time, Ohio makes additional changes to its accountability plan, you must submit information about those changes to the Department for approval, as required by section 1111(f)(2) of Title I. As Ohio fulfills its obligations in standards and assessments pursuant to the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Ohio must submit information about those changes to the Department for peer review through the standards and assessment process. Carlos Martinez of the Standards, Assessment and Accountability team will be in contact with your staff to ensure Ohio is meeting the requirements of its timeline waiver. For example, the new Ohio achievement standards and statewide student participation data, disaggregated by the required student subgroups, must be submitted for review and approval through the peer review process.

Thank you for your hard work in accomplishing this important milestone in implementing the No Child Left Behind Act. We look forward to working with you as you ensure that no child is left behind.

Sincerely

Ronald J. Tomalis

Chief of Staff to the Under Secretary

