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Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy Plan
STATE PROFILE
Connecticut
Team Name
	State Literacy Team 


Responsible Agency 

	Connecticut State Department of Education 


Team Membership 

	Membership Types and Numbers
A State that receives a Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy formula grant establishes a Literacy Team comprised of individuals with expertise in literacy development and education for children birth to school entry; kindergarten through grade 5; grades 6 through 8; and grades 8 through 12.  Provide the name of the Comprehensive Literacy Team members for each age /grade category and type of expertise.


	Birth-school entry
	Andrea Brinnel, Joan Parris, Lynn Johnson, Harriet Feldlaufer

	K-5th Grade
	Maureen Ruby, Susan Iwanicki-Smith

	6th grade - 12th grade
	Joanne Conte, Joe Stefon, Janet Zarchen, Lois Lanning

	Managing/implementing literacy programs
	Karen Costello, Brigitte Crispino, Dina Crowl, Christine Garber, Sandy Santy, Carmen Siberon

	Evaluation of literacy programs
	Kate England

	Planning and implementing Response-to-Intervention
	Rosanne Daigneault

	Screening and performance measurement
	Perri Murdica, Cristi Alberino

	Validated interventions and instruction for struggling readers, English learners and students with disabilities
	Megan Alubicki,  Nancy Boyles, Fernando Tiago, Angela Fragoso

	Professional development for principals, teachers and coaches
	Amy Radikas, Joanne White

	Teacher preparation and State licensure/accreditation in literacy development and instruction
	Georgette Nemr

	Other members and/or experts required
	Judy Carson, Marion Martinez, Michael Sampson, Marilyn Scanlan-White, Marie Salazar Glowski, Susan Cormier, Joanne Cunard, Catherine Wiley, Patty Foley


Add more rows if needed.

Applicable Standards

	Birth – School Entry
	Kindergarten – 5th Grade
	6th Grade – 12th Grade

	Connecticut Framework: Preschool Curriculum Framework
	Connecticut (CT) State Standards (Common Core State Standards CCSS)
	CT State Standards CCSS

	Preschool Assessment Framework
	
	

	Prekindergarten to Grade 8 Curriculum Standards for English Language Arts
	
	


Add more rows if needed.
Team Activities 
	Proposed Implementation Plans

The following analysis reflects only priorities cited as program requirements in the Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy Program State Formula Grant Application. Also include any additional priorities addressed as part of a broader plan. (Reference page numbers for each priority in your Plan)

	U.S. Department of Education Priorities
	Satisfied
	Details in the Literacy Plan

	Address the literacy needs and improve the learning outcomes of children from birth through Grade 12
	· 
	· Establish and maintain measures of success in literacy development birth-Grade 12 (18)

	Address the literary needs and  improve the learning outcomes  of disadvantaged students, such as students who are English Language Learners (ELL) and students with disabilities
	· 
	· Align curriculum to promote student learning by including rigor, relevance, and standard expectations through effective literacy instruction, and across grade level bands and curriculums (17)

	Include the use of clear content standards in the areas of pre-literacy, reading, and writing. Also use curriculum and instructional material that align with State standards
	· 
	· Develop and implement relevant, evidence-based literacy curriculums and instructional strategies to promote active student learning in literacy (17)

	Enable more data-based decision-making
	· 
	· Establish and maintain measures of success in literacy development birth-Grade 12 (p. 18); Establish procedures for analyzing qualitative and quantitative data to inform instruction (17)

	Provide evidence-based teacher preparation and professional development
	· 
	· Develop relevant and effective training and professional development resources and programs for Connecticut educators to enhance literacy instruction at all developmental levels (19)

	Use coherent assessment and screening systems that are aligned with State standards
	· 
	· Identify and implement valid and reliable measures and processes to screen, monitor progress on and diagnose literacy needs from birth-Grade 12 and to ensure the use of these measures in instructional improvement (18)

	Implement targeted interventions
	· 
	· Develop and implement relevant, evidence-based literacy curriculums and instructional strategies to promote active student learning in literacy (17)

· Establish systems of instructional support (17)

	Propose use of technology to address student learning challenges
	· 
	· Develop a long-range technology plan to support literacy development (17)


	Action Plans 
(List major implementation activities; include page numbers where activities are referenced in Comprehensive Literacy Plan)

	· Align curriculum to promote student learning by including rigor, relevance and standard expectations through effective literacy instruction, and across grade level bands and curriculums (17):
· Align district English language arts curriculum to the English language arts Common Core State Standards to ensure greater coherence, consistency and expected standards for student work at all grade levels

· Align and implement evidence or research-based instructional strategies

· Establish a curriculum review process to ensure consistent rigorous standards and high quality literacy instruction

· Establish systems of instructional support (i.e., differentiation, interventions for struggling readers) 

· Develop guidelines to evaluate the quality and impact of literacy instruction; and

· Convene data teams for analyzing qualitative and quantitative data to inform instruction; 

· Make available on a regular basis current literacy research and supporting documentation, provide opportunities for discussion and reflection through established professional learning communities

· Identify and implement valid and reliable measures and processes to screen, monitor progress on and diagnose literacy needs from birth-Grade 12 and to ensure the use of these measures in instructional improvement (18):

· Create a comprehensive assessment plan to measure the quality of literacy instruction

· Align and enhance systems of multilevel support and accountability at state, district and school levels

· Coordinate literacy initiatives and resources to improve communication between stakeholders

· Develop an evaluation system that includes accountability guidelines for quality literacy instruction and student achievement

· Survey institutes of higher education to assess the quality of teacher and administrator preparation in oral language development, literacy instruction, monitoring of instruction and literacy across all content areas

· Provide institutes of higher education professional development reflective of current evidence and research-based practices and monitor their plan of implementation

· Redesign and strengthen teacher and administrator training, and professional development to increase capacity to support language and literacy development.  (19):

· Develop a shared vision of quality teaching for students birth-Grade 12

· Review and redesign teacher and administrative preparation to ensure consistency of new regulations, appropriate training of special populations and high quality literacy instruction required to help all students birth-Grade 12 meet rigorous standards and master curriculum; 

· Create professional development sessions aligned to priorities that are informed by and monitored by data; 

· Continue to develop and redefine systems of support for students birth-Grade 12; and

· Improve instructional practices by creating links between pedagogy and practice; Incorporate technology resources in various training venues to better prepare adults to support students

· Expand the awareness and importance of literacy and the central role of families by supporting parents as partners in their child’s literacy development and developing community partnerships for literacy (21):

· Provide literacy training for parents to support learning at home with appropriate strategies for early literacy through high school completion

· Improve access to comprehensive family literacy programs to support parents with young children in completing their high school credential

· Provide professional development for all educators to work effectively with all families in their community

· Promote family engagement in literacy by using social marketing strategies to reach families, especially those historically marginalized populations; 

· Create and disseminate information that is culturally relevant and easily accessible for all populations; 

· Strengthen partnerships with the medical community, faith-based organizations, public libraries, and adult education programs to ensure wide dissemination of that literature that is culturally relevant 

· Develop and implement a family-based program that supports students in transition between early childhood education and K-12 education


Add more rows if needed.
	Leadership and Sustainability 
(Activities leadership teams undertake to develop and sustain implementation of their SRCL Comprehensive Literacy Plans. Examples include collaborative partnerships, communication strategies for sharing information with partners, and shared tasks among the leaders.)

	· State Advisory Committee:  
· Connecticut has convened an Advisory Committee that meets regularly to provide expertise and guidance in the implementation of Connecticut’s birth-Grade 12 literacy plan.  Additionally, the State Advisory Committee members serve as ambassadors of literacy, disseminating research- and evidence-based information and resources.  Because members represent various stakeholder groups, it is our expectation that each member will garner feedback from their respective constituents and informally monitor the implementation of Connecticut’s birth-Grade 12 literacy plan

	· Strategic Communication Plan:  
· To disseminate information regarding Connecticut’s next steps, a strategic communication plan will be developed with the Office of Communications at the Connecticut State Department of Education and the Division of Teaching, Learning and Leadership, ensuring that the plan is accessible to students and their families, education settings, businesses and community organizations

	· Connecticut’s Options for Implementation:  
· Portions of Keys to Success Connecticut’s Birth to Grade 12 Literacy Plan have been implemented.  During the planning and development process Connecticut’s state literacy team identified four core systems within which literacy improvement must occur.  The four core systems form the basis of the Connecticut literacy plan.  Strategies and action steps for use by all stakeholders accompany each of the four core systems.  Sessions have been held with several community and parent groups to garner feedback related to indicators of evidence for each of the action steps


Add more rows if needed.
State Comprehensive Literacy Plan Website 

	http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/curriculum/language_arts/Literacy_Plan_Keys_to_Success.pdf
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