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Charter Schools Program

Overview of FY2018 Grant Notices


The purpose of the document is to provide information and updates about fiscal year 2018 (FY2018) notices under the Expanding Opportunity Through Quality Charter Schools Program (Charter Schools Program or CSP), as authorized under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) (20 U.S.C. 7221-7221j).  During FY2018, the CSP will publish grant notices (either a Notice Inviting Application (NIA) or a Notice of Proposed Priorities (NPP)) under the following five (5) grant programs:
· CSP Grants to Charter School Developers for the Opening of New Charter Schools and for the Replication and Expansion of High-Quality Charter (Developer Grants)

· CSP Grants to State Entities (State Entity Grants)

· CSP Grants for Credit Enhancement for Charter School Facilities (Credit Enhancement Grants)

· CSP Grants for National Dissemination Activities (National Dissemination Grants)

· CSP Grants to Charter Management Organizations for the Replication and Expansion of High-Quality Charter Schools (CMO Grants)
To provide up-to-date information about the CSP, we will update and disseminate this document as new information becomes available.  Please contact the Charter Schools Program at charterschools@ed.gov if you have any additional questions.
	


Developer Grants
CFDA No: 84.282B and 84.282E

NIA Publish Date: 3/2/2018
Additional Information:   Eligibility under this competition (see NIA) is limited to charter school developers in States that do not currently have a CSP State Entity or State Educational Agency grant approved for the activities under this competition, as follows: 
· States with Active CSP grants under ESSA:  States in which a State entity currently has an approved CSP State Entity grant application under section 4303 of the ESEA are Indiana, Maryland, Minnesota, Mississippi, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Rhode Island, Texas, and Wisconsin. We will not consider applications from applicants in these States under either CFDA 84.282B or 84.282E.

· States with Active CSP grants under NCLB: States in which the SEA currently has an approved CSP SEA grant application under the ESEA, as amended by NCLB (i.e., a grant award made in fiscal year 2016 or earlier), include Arizona, California, Colorado, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Louisiana, Massachusetts, Nevada, New York, Ohio, Oregon, South Carolina, Tennessee, and Washington. We will not consider applications from applicants in these States for grants for the opening of new charter schools submitted under CFDA number 84.282B.

· States with Approved Waiver Requests and SEA Grant Amendments: The Department has been reviewing amendment requests from SEAs with grants under the ESEA, as amended by NCLB, that would authorize the SEA to make subgrants for replication and expansion (for more information please see https://innovation.ed.gov/​files/​2017/​12/​CSP-ESSA-Flexibilities-FAQ-2017.pdf). Based on this review the Department has approved the following SEAs’ amendment requests to use  CSP grant funds to make subgrants for expansion: California, Oregon, and Nevada (note: Ohio submitted an amendment request to make replication and expansion subgrants, but will not invite subgrant applicants until April 2019, at the earliest).  We will not consider applications from applicants in these States for grants for the replication and expansion of high-quality charter schools submitted under CFDA number 84.282E.  The table below provides a summary of the eligibility of developers by state in states with active CSP grants under NCLB:
Table 1: Summary of Eligibility under the FY18 Developer Competition for States with active CSP grants under NCLB, by State and Activity (Replication and Expansion)
*Note: Developers who are looking to replicate or expand in a state with a CSP State entity grant approved under ESSA are not eligible for 84.282E.  Those states are: Indiana, Maryland, Minnesota, Mississippi, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Rhode Island, Texas, and Wisconsin. 
	State:
	84.282E - Replication Eligibility
	84.282E - Expansion Eligibility

	Arizona
	Not eligible
	Eligible

	California
	Not eligible
	Not eligible

	Colorado
	Not eligible
	Not eligible

	District of Columbia
	Not eligible 
	Not eligible

	Florida
	Not eligible
	Eligible

	Georgia
	Not eligible
	Eligible

	Illinois
	Not eligible
	Eligible

	Louisiana
	Not eligible
	Eligible

	Massachusetts
	Not eligible
	Not eligible

	Nevada
	Not eligible
	Not eligible

	New York
	Not eligible
	Eligible

	Ohio
	Not eligible
	Eligible

	Oregon
	Not eligible
	Not eligible

	South Carolina
	Not eligible
	Eligible

	Tennessee
	Not eligible
	Eligible

	Washington
	Not eligible
	Eligible


As mentioned above, we will not consider applications from applicants in the States above for grants for the opening of new charter schools submitted under CFDA number 84.282B.

· CMOs: Charter Management Organizations (CMOs) seeking to replicate or expand a high-quality charter school may wish to review the notice and the CSP website to see if they are eligible to apply for funds under this competition. The eligibility considerations listed above apply for the schools that CMOs propose to replicate or expand as well, so applicants should also review the information above.  
Please see the NIA and the CSP website for the Developer grant program for complete eligibility information.
	


State Entity Grants

CFDA: 84.282A
NIA Publish Date:  3/9/2018 
Additional Information (see NIA):  Under section 4303(e)(1) of the ESEA, no State Entity (SE) may receive a grant under this competition for use in a State in which an SE has a current CSP State Entities grant.  The Department has made one set of new section 4303 of the ESEA CSP State Entities grants, in FY 2017.  Accordingly, no SE may receive a grant under this competition for use in a State in which an SE received a new State Entities grant in FY 2017 and is currently using the grant; these States are Indiana, Maryland, Minnesota, Mississippi, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Rhode Island, Texas, and Wisconsin.  SEs in States in which an SEA has a current CSP grant for SEAs that was awarded prior to FY 2017, under the ESEA, as amended by NCLB, are eligible to apply for a CSP State Entities grant under this competition for the purpose of conducting new activities, so long as no other SE in the State has a current CSP State Entities grant. 

Consistent with section 4303(e)(1) of the ESEA, if multiple SEs in a State submit applications that receive high enough scores to be recommended for funding under this competition, only the highest-scoring application among such State entities would be funded.
	


Credit Enhancement Grants
CFDA: 84.354A
NIA Publish Date: 3/21/2018 
Additional Information (see NIA):  The purpose of the Credit Enhancement program is to award grants to eligible entities that demonstrate innovative methods of helping charter schools address the cost of acquiring, constructing, and renovating facilities by enhancing the availability of loans and bond financing.

An eligible entity receiving a grant must use the funds deposited in a reserve account to assist one or more charter schools to access private-sector capital to accomplish one or more of the following objectives: (1)  The acquisition (by purchase, lease, donation, or otherwise) of an interest (including an interest held by a third party for the benefit of a charter school) in improved or unimproved real property that is necessary to commence or continue the operation of a charter school; (2)  The construction of new facilities, or the renovation, repair, or alteration of existing facilities, necessary to commence or continue the operation of a charter school; and (3)  The predevelopment costs required to assess sites and to commence or continue the operation of a charter school.
	


National Dissemination Grants

CFDA: TBD
NIA Publish Date:  6/1/2017 (target)
Additional Information:   Please review the next version of the document, to be posted by March 31, 2018, for any additional information on this grant program.  
	


CMO Grants
CFDA: 84.282M

NPP Publish Date:
June 2018 (target)
NIA Publish Date: 
Early FY2019 (target)
Additional Information:   The Department must first publish a Notice of Proposed Priorities (NPP) before publishing the Notice of Final Priority (NFP) along with the next Notice Inviting Application. We plan to publish the NPP and seek public comment in June 2018.  We plan to publish a notice inviting application under the Grants to Charter Management Organizations for the Replication and Expansion of High-Quality Charter Schools (CMO grants) program in early fiscal year 2019. Given this timing, charter management organizations seeking to replicate or expand a high-quality charter school may wish to review the Developer notice published on March 2, 2018 and the CSP website to see if they are eligible to apply for funds under the Developer competition. 
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