Education Innovation and Research (EIR)

FY 2017 Competition Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) ADDENDUM #1

February 16, 2017

Please note that the following FAQs are an addendum to the FY 2017 Competition Guidance and Frequently Asked Questions published on January 11, 2017.  The FAQs below are incorporated into the relevant sections of the published FAQs, and the revised document is also now posted on the EIR website at https://innovation.ed.gov/frequently-asked-questions-faqs-2/. 
A-3.  How does the EIR program differ from the predecessor program, i3?

EIR builds on the tiered-evidence framework established through Investing in Innovation (i3) investments by offering new opportunities for States, districts, schools, and educators to develop innovations and scale effective practices that address their most pressing challenges. Applicants can learn more from the rigorous evaluations conducted under i3 grants by accessing the links to these evaluations: https://innovation.ed.gov/what-we-do/innovation/investing-in-innovation-i3/awards/.  

The new program also expands eligibility to include the following entities: 

(a)  An LEA;

(b) A State educational agency;

(c) The Bureau of Indian Education;

(d) A consortium of State educational agencies or LEAs;

(e) A nonprofit organization; and

(f) A State educational agency, an LEA, a consortium described in (d), or the Bureau of Indian Education, in partnership with–

(1) A nonprofit (as defined in the Notice Inviting Applications) organization;

(2) A business;

(3) An educational service agency; or

(4) An institution of higher education.

Furthermore, section 4611(c) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), as amended by ESSA, requires the Department to use at least 25 percent of EIR funds for a fiscal year to make awards to applicants serving rural areas, contingent on receipt of a sufficient number of high-quality applications.

Lastly, the new program requires a 10 percent match for all grants and extends the period to secure a match to the full life of the grant. Under section 4611 of the ESEA, as amended by ESSA, each grant recipient must provide, from Federal, State, local, or private sources, an amount equal to 10 percent of funds provided under the grant, which may be provided in cash or through in-kind contributions, to carry out activities supported by the grant. Grantees must include a budget showing their matching contributions on an annual basis relative to the annual budget amount of EIR grant funds and must provide evidence of their matching contributions for the first year of the grant in their grant applications. Section 4611 of the ESEA, as amended by ESSA, also authorizes the Secretary to waive this matching requirement on a case-by-case basis, upon a showing of exceptional circumstances. Please refer to the Notices Inviting Applications (NIAs) for more detailed information.

A-4.  Will an applicant receive additional points or other “credit” for using a previously submitted or awarded i3 application for an EIR application? 

An applicant will not receive more points, additional “credit,” or other advantage based on a previously submitted or awarded i3 grant or application for any EIR competition. Each application will be reviewed by peer reviewers that will use the selection criteria to determine how well an applicant addresses the absolute priority it identifies for a specific competition. 

A-5.  What are the scaling requirements for Early-phase, Mid-phase, and Expansion grantees?

Early-phase grants must scale to multiple schools over the life of the project. Scaling targets should be established for the number of students to be served for the total project period as well as the target number of students to be served each year of the project. Early-phase grants must also include their scaling strategy as a component of the evaluation plan for the grant. 

Mid-phase grants must scale the project to the regional or national level
 and include new contexts and populations for implementation. Scaling targets should be established for the number of students to be served for the total project period as well as the target number of students to be served each year of the project. Mid-phase grants must also include their scaling strategy as a component of the evaluation plan for the grant. 

Expansion grants must scale the project to a national level and include new contexts and populations for implementation. Scaling targets should be established for the number of students to be served for the total project period as well as the target number of students to be served each year of the project. Expansion grants must also include their scaling strategy as a component of the evaluation plan for the grant. 

Given that all EIR grantees are required to report on the performance measure regarding the target number of students served by the grant, applicants for all competitions should propose scaling targets that represent reasonable costs per student for the grant.

A-8.  How long is the project period for a grant? 
Applicants may propose grant project periods of up to 60 months in length. Applicants should consider the length of time needed to carry out the proposed project, and the project narrative and budget narrative should support this proposed project period. 34 CFR Section 75.112(b) requires that applications include “a narrative that describes how and when, in each budget period of the project, the applicant plans to meet each objective of the project.” For funded projects, the Department will use this information for purposes of monitoring, providing technical assistance, and determining, on the basis of its annual performance report and other information, if a grantee has made substantial progress toward meeting the approved application goals.

Applicants for new awards also must provide a proposed budget using the ED Standard Form 524 and a detailed budget justification or narrative for all budget years of the proposed project, not just the first year. Before awarding a grant for the initial budget year, the Department will determine the size of award a grant recipient will receive. See 34 CFR 75.117, 75.232, and 75.253.

B-12.  In order to receive a Mid-phase or Expansion grant, do I have to start with an Early-phase grant? 

No. Applicants may apply directly for a Mid-phase or Expansion grant.  

E-2.  Who is required to complete a Data Management Plan (DMP), and what information should be included in the DMP?

Applications under Mid-phase and Expansion grants must complete a DMP that is no more than five pages in length and included in Appendix G of the application. The DMP should describe the applicant’s plans for making the final research data from the proposed project accessible to others. Resources that may be of interest to researchers in developing a DMP can be found at http://ies.ed.gov/funding/researchaccess.asp. DMPs may differ depending on the nature of the project and the data collected, but should include the following: 

(a) Type of data to be shared; 

(b) Procedures for managing and for maintaining the confidentiality of personally identifiable information; 

(c) Roles and responsibilities of project or institutional staff in the management and retention of research data, including a discussion of any changes to the roles and responsibilities that will occur should the Project Director/Principal Investigator and/or co-Project Directors/co-Principal Investigators leave the project or the institution;

(d) Expected schedule for data access, including how long the data will remain accessible (at least 10 years unless a shorter period of time is required to comply with applicable Federal or State laws or agreements promulgated to ensure compliance with such laws in which the destruction of records or personal information is required within a shorter period of time) and acknowledgement that the timeframe of data accessibility will be reviewed during annual progress reviews and revised as necessary;

(e) Format of the final dataset;

(f) Dataset documentation;

(g) Method of data access (e.g., provided by the Project Director/ Principal Investigator, through a data archive) and how those interested in using the data can locate and access them;
(h) Whether or not a data agreement that specifies conditions under which the data will be shared will be required; and

(i) Any circumstances that prevent all or some of the data from being made accessible. This includes data that may fall under multiple statutes and, hence, must meet the confidentiality requirements for each applicable statute (e.g., data covered by Common Rule for Protection of Human Subjects, Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act

(FERPA), and Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA)).

E-3.  Where in the application should an applicant include the DMP?

The EIR NIAs published on December 15, 2016, for Mid-phase and Expansion applications state that the DMP should be included in Appendix C. However, the DMP for Mid-phase and Expansion applications should be included in the “other” forms location of the application, titled, Appendix G [as of February 16, 2017].

E-4.  What options can be used to fund the DMP?

The costs of the development of the DMP can be covered by the grant and should be included in the budget and explained in the budget narrative. 

In addition, if there are costs associated with making these data available after the grant has formally ended, those costs can be incorporated into the grant application budget. However, there are other low or no-cost options for making data available on the Internet, including websites at universities and university repositories, State educational agencies (SEAs), and local educational agencies (LEAs). Grantees are encouraged to upload data to a publicly accessible repository to facilitate the use of data and the provision of access after the grant has ended.

E-5.  Will Peer Reviewers also review the DMP during the review process?

No, the peer review process will not include the DMP in the scoring of the application. The EIR team will be responsible for reviewing the completeness of the proposed DMP and will work with EIR grantees to finalize the DMP once the grant is awarded.

E-7.  Are EIR grantees expected to make evaluation data available to the public?

Yes, recipients of EIR awards are expected to publish or otherwise make publicly available the results of the work supported with EIR funds, including the evaluation report. EIR grantees must submit final studies resulting from research supported in whole or in part by EIR funds to the Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC), http://eric.ed.gov.
H-2.  In order to submit an EIR application, do I need to attend the pre-application workshop?

No. While attending the pre-application workshop is highly encouraged, attendance at the workshop does not impact the outcome of an EIR competition application. 
I-2.  Can an applicant use an EIR grant to serve students of only one sex (e.g., a nonprofit organization offering STEM programming for female students or an LEA operating its own single-sex classes)?

Excluding students from schools, classes, or activities based on their sex is generally prohibited under the U.S. Constitution and Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 (Title IX), which prohibits sex discrimination in education programs and activities receiving Federal funds (20 U.S.C. §§ 1681-1688). The Department’s Title IX regulations (34 C.F.R § 106.34) permit a recipient operating at non-vocational coeducational elementary or secondary school to provide non-vocational single-sex classes or extracurricular activities if they meet certain standards, which are explained in more detail in our Office for Civil Rights’ (OCR) Questions and Answers on Title IX and Single-Sex Elementary and Secondary Classes and Extracurricular Activities, available at http://www.ed.gov/ocr/docs/faqs-title-ix-single-sex-201412.pdf. The Title IX regulations also permit a recipient to operate a public non-vocational elementary or secondary school on a single-sex basis if it also offers a substantially equal single-sex or coeducational school to students of the excluded sex. Non-vocational public charter schools that are single-school LEAs are exempt from this requirement.

A nonprofit organization that serves students of only one sex could be part of a partnership applying for an EIR grant if it qualifies as a voluntary youth service organization under 20 U.S.C. §1681(a)(6)(B). This means that membership in the nonprofit organization is voluntary, is traditionally limited to members of one sex, and principally limited to persons under nineteen years old. See also 34 C.F.R. § 106.14. The membership practices of voluntary youth service organizations are exempt from Title IX and the above-referenced Title IX regulations regarding single-sex classes and activities. The voluntary youth service organization and any partner recipient(s), as recipients of Federal financial assistance, must still comply with other Title IX requirements. For more information on Title IX requirements related to nonprofit organizations that provide single-sex programming, see OCR’s Dear Colleague Letter on Voluntary Youth Service Organizations, available at www.ed.gov/ocr/letters/colleague-201512-voluntary-youth-service-organizations.pdf.  

I-3.  What information must be included in the Management Plan required for all EIR grantees?

An EIR grantee must provide an updated comprehensive management plan for the approved project in a format and using such tools as the Department may require, as outlined in the Cooperative Agreement. This management plan must include detailed information about implementation of the first year of the grant, including key milestones, staffing details, and other information that the Department may require. It must also include a complete list of performance metrics, including baseline measures and annual targets. The grantee must update this management plan at least annually to reflect implementation of subsequent years of the project.
I-4.  What is the difference between the DMP required for Mid-phase and Expansion grantees and the Management Plan required for Early-phase, Mid-phase, and Expansion grantees?
The Management Plan is required of all EIR grantees and should detail objectives, goals, and activities for project management throughout the life of the grant. The DMP describes how the applicant will manage and make available to the public the research data and evaluation report. The DMP is required only for Mid-phase and Expansion grants.  

I-10.  Does the i3 program still receive funds for new awards?

Fiscal year 2016 marked the final year of the i3 competitions. The ESSA authorized the similar, evidence-based EIR program under Title IV, Part F, Subpart 1. 

� Regional level describes the level of scope or effectiveness of a practice that is able to serve a variety of communities within a State or multiple States, including rural and urban areas, as well as with different groups (e.g., economically disadvantaged, racial and ethnic groups, migrant populations, individuals with disabilities, English learners, and individuals of each gender). For an LEA-based project to be considered a regional-level project, a practice must serve students in more than one LEA, unless the practice is implemented in a State in which the State educational agency is the sole educational agency for all schools.


National level describes the level of scope or effectiveness of a process, product, strategy, or practice that is able to be effective in a wide variety of communities, including rural and urban areas, as well as with different groups (e.g., economically disadvantaged, racial and ethnic groups, migrant populations, individuals with disabilities, English learners, and individuals of each gender).





