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Project Overview: REP will reform the teacher preparation program at UWA and develop a comprehensive reform of the system for rural teacher recruitment, preparation, and induction/mentoring to improve student achievement by improving the quality of new teachers. This initiative will recruit and prepare high-quality teachers for high-need rural LEA schools where a high percentage of teachers do not meet the required certification criteria, teacher attrition is prevalent, and student achievement remains persistently low.
Project Goal(s): 

1. Establish a collaborative partnership among UWA-COE, the Sumter County Schools, and Demopolis City Schools for the REP Initiative
2. Prepare teacher candidates to be high-quality teachers for high-need rural LEA schools

3. Effectively place, support, and retain diverse and highly-qualified teachers in high-need rural LEA schools

4. Improve the academic achievement of rural public school students through the reform of the educator preparation program

Project Highlights: The REP Initiative is unique in that it immerses pre-service teacher candidates and new teachers in the culture of the rural communities in which they will be teaching and learning. This allows them to become committed, motivated, and better prepared to serve the students in the highest need LEAs. Also, the redesigned teacher preparation program will prepare its pre-service candidates to become highly-qualified in four areas, including Early Childhood, Elementary, Collaborative Special Education, and Early Childhood Special Education.

Project Partners: University of West Alabama and Sumter County Schools.
