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Since Tennessee’s first charter schools opened in 2003, more and more families have pursued
Charter schools as the best public school option to provide a high-quality education for their children. Over the past decade, Tennessee has seen public charter schools become one of the most powerful and successful approaches to transforming educational opportunities and outcomes. In the last five years, the number of students enrolled in Tennessee charter schools has increased by more than 300 percent. Today, Tennessee’s charter schools continue to grow -- in number, quality, diversity of academic offerings, and in student enrollment and impact. More and more communities and parents across Tennessee are seeing the positive impact that public charter schools are having on student achievement and growth. Currently, 98 charter schools serve more than 29,000 students, or about 2.9 percent of all public school students in the state.                                         

The charter student population is over 80 percent economically disadvantaged and over 90 percent minority. And because charter schools are open-enrollment schools, Tennessee’s charter schools are providing learning opportunities for students of all backgrounds and abilities and are achieving strong results with their full student populations. Since Tennessee charter schools serve a high percentage of educationally disadvantaged students, additional funding is critical to ensure access to necessary resources to implement high-quality schools.

Tennessee’s education landscape meets the absolute priorities of the CSP and addresses the
Competitive priorities in ways that will lead to the expansion of high-quality charter schools and the evaluation of the impact charter schools have for students and families, educators and communities. The purpose of the Tennessee Charter School Program is to continue the progress of high-quality charter school growth in Tennessee with a particular focus on meeting the needs of educationally disadvantaged students. Tennessee proposes to provide up to 36 sub-grants over the course of the grant period for the planning, program design, and initial implementation of charter schools and for the dissemination of information about successful charter schools, including practices that existing charter schools have demonstrated are successful.

Specifically, Tennessee will use CSP funds to:
1. Increase the number of high-quality charter schools through new start-up, expansion, and replication of successful models.
2. Decrease the number of academically poor-performing charter schools by strengthening charter school accountability and oversight of authorizers.
3. Support improvement in all schools with emphasis on closing achievement gaps for educationally disadvantaged students.
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