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The Massachusetts Education Reform Act of 1993 initiated the creation of independently operated charter schools to provide a high-quality public school choice for students and families throughout Massachusetts. An Act Relative to the Achievement Gap of 2010 accelerated the expansion of high-quality charter schools, particularly those serving educationally disadvantaged students, and created new authorities and incentives for districts to leverage charter schools and other forms of autonomous schools as a strategy for significantly improving student achievement. In particular, charter school operators have played a direct role in restarting and operating schools in coordination with district leadership, including through the creation of Horace Mann charter schools. By the fall of 2015, 96 charter schools were operating in the state, more than three-quarters in urban areas, serving more than 40,000 students.

The Massachusetts Charter Schools Program (CSP) Project 2016–2021[footnoteRef:1] seeks to authorize up to an additional 25 high-quality charter schools or substantial expansions*, yielding approximately 17,500 new high-quality school seats, especially for educationally disadvantaged students. In addition, the CSP project will accelerate and strengthen the collaboration between charter and public school districts to rapidly improve student outcomes. The three CSP project objectives are: [1: This document represents the applicant's original request outlined in its FY 2016 SEA application.  Actual award amounts and timelines have been adjusted to address issues such as allowable costs, grantee waiver requests, considerations regarding the state’s charter school pipeline, and other active CSP grants.
] 


1. Increase the number of high-quality school seats in Massachusetts, especially for educationally disadvantaged students.

2. Promote the dissemination of Massachusetts charter school best practices to other public schools and collaborative district-charter partnerships, particularly in Gateway Cities and Boston, to improve student outcomes in partner schools and districts.

3. Improve student outcomes in Massachusetts charter schools, and across the state, especially for educationally disadvantaged students.

Over the next five years*, the CSP project will provide critical planning and implementation start-up funds to all newly-authorized or substantially expanding charter schools approved by the Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, the state’s sole public authorizer. Increased funding is available to schools that satisfy access and equity and immediate high-impact priorities. Successful high-quality charter schools may also compete for funds to support robust dissemination of their innovative best practices to other public schools.
All of these activities serve to support Massachusetts’ goal of preparing all students for success after high school.

